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| Lord and Lady Aberdeen |

Character Sketch by Mr. W. T. Stead,

The following well written sketch of Lord 
and Lady Alierdeen is taken from an article 
in the Review of Reviews for January Î81)4, 
by Mr. W. T. Stead.

John .Campbell Gordon,, sixth earl of 
Aberdeen, ,says Mr. .Stead, was" born in 
1847, just before the great, revolutionary 
outbreak that shook the thrones of Europe. 
He 4s, therefore, 40 years of'age, but does 
not look more than 36. He has a singu­
larly youthful appearance, and in this *>e 
resembles Lord Rosebery, whose juvenility 
of aspect lias frequently occasioned remark, 
and which for some time stood in the 
way of the recognition of his qualities; 
even by so • familiar a friend as Mr. 
Gladstone. Lord Aberdeen was only a 
younger son till 18/0, when the death of 
his brother George gave him a scat in the 
House of Lords, and brought.,him in sight 
of the career which up, to the present mo­
ment has been one long progress of increas­
ing service to the State. The Gordons are 
physicially a fino race, and the present 
Earl, although not so tall as his 'brothers, 
is much stronger in muscular development 
than might be imagined from- those who 

"note his compartivelv slight, build. Like 
most men of his family lie is extremely fond 
of sport--physicial exercise. Roth of his 
brothers were splendid shots with the rifle,

of the commissioners before they com­
menced the in «jury, and the excellent prac­
tice of lunching together during the course 
of the inquiry, I.ord Aberdeen was able to 
establish, sufficiently genial relations with 
the commissioners to get through with a 
singular absence of friction. His position 
as chairman was largely official ami appeaj 
was constantly made to him by .the advo­
cates of the'respective side to rule out of 
order this, that or the other question. He 
was almost the youngest man on the com-, 
missjon, and his courtesy and amiability 
might have led some of the ruder commis­
sioners to try to get their own way with a 
rough hand. Whatever attempts were 
made in this direction miscarried signally, 
and the commission hail not been many days 
in session before its members recognized 
that although its president had a glove of 
velvet there was within it a hand of steel. 
When he had to yncate the tihajr in order 
to undertake the responsibilities of the Irish 
Viceroy ally, the -i/ornmissioners. on the 
motion of Mr. ( yamberlain, passed a un­
animous vote expressing their high seuse of 
the signal impartiality and savoir faire with 
which he had discharged the arduous duties 
of his oflicc.

Up to this tinjcithe Earl of Alierdeen, 
although acting in hearty accord with Mr.

Thé only appointment which he received ous act that notified to the Irish people 
om the Government of that day was the the change which ljad come over ttie spirit

There was in that

having carried all before them at Wim- | Gladstone,, who had always been a cl .__ 
liledon on more than one occasion. It was personal friend of all the Aberdeen», and

. this extreme devotion to the rifle Which led 
to the lamentable accident which caused 
the death of his second brother.

Lord Aberdeen, however, unites with the 
love of sport, which is common to most 
landed aristocracy, a passion which among 
Peers is almost unique—from boyhood he 
has had a delight in locojnbtive engines ; he 
is probably the only Peer who could drive 
air engine from London to Edinburgh. 
Through the indulgence of a relative, when 
he was still a schoolboy, he had permission 
to ride oil the engine of a local railway, and 
he never, if he could help.it, rode anywhere 
else. He had no greater delight than to 
stand in front of the fire box acting as fire­
man or starter, and occasionally being per­
mitted to drive the engine. He still re 
members as one of hie proudest days of his 
life how, when he hau finished oiling t he 
engine when at full speed, the old engine- 
driver said to him “John 1 think I [iiust 
apply for a day’s holiday let yoir take 
cnarge.” From that time forward Lord 
Aberdeen lias never lost touch with the 
Locomotive engineers; no one is more popular 
with the railway servants in thc^ld country, 
and nothing but the lack of acquaintance 
with the road and the signals stands in t he 
way of his being able to take a Canadian 
Pacifie express right across the whole con-
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tinent from the Atlantic to the Pacific. 
Ho is certainly the first Governor-General 
wh»’ was also an engine driver. Engine 
driving, in fact, may lie considered as one 
of his favorite hobbies, and one of the 
things which he looked forward to in the 
neM' world was that of making a study of 
the engines of America, as complete as that 
which he has made of the locomotives, of 
England ond Scotland. It was this boyish 
passion which first introduced him to public 
life. Lord Do la Warr had moved for a 
select committee into railway accidents, 
ami in support of his motion Lojpd Aberdeen, 
when a very young man, made his maiden 
speech in the House of Lords. There is no 
more difficult audience" to address than the 
Peers, but his knowledge of the subject 
and the enthusiasm with which he explained 
the technicalities of railway management 
arid the mysteries of lly-shimtiiig to the 
Peers won him high praise, and when at a 
later period a Royal Commission was con 
stituted in order to inquire into railway 
accidents he was immediately nominated 
as a commissioner. Of this commission the 
Duke of Buckingham was the first Chair­
man, but on his appointment to the Indian 
Presidency, Lord 'Aberdeen, although one 
of the voungest members of the commission, 
succeeded him as Chairman. It was a re­
markable elevation for, so young a man, and 
one of which lie made the most-to the inter 
est of the railway servants. The commis­
sion reported in favor of the block system, 
continuous brakes, continuous foot, boards, 
and of many other improvements which the 
railways have for the most part introduced 
of their own accord. As the commission 
was not . unanimous, Lord Boaconstield 
alyrked the duty of legislation. Few ques­
tions are of more importance in the new 
world than that of reducing the unnecessary 
slaughter of railway employees, which in 
the united States attains dimensions far in 
excess of that of any other1 civilized country. 
There is probably no man tyest of the At ­
lantic with whom those who aie working iu 
this matter could more, property take coun­
sel than the Governor General of the 
Dominion of Canada, whoso sympathies 
with the Workmen are by no means circum­
scribed by parallels of latitude or mountain 
range or sea.

Lord* Aberdeen’s second appointment w as 
somewhat similar, inasmuch ns it concerned 
the prevention of the loss of life on the part 
of the working* population. The agitation 
initiated by- Mr. Plinisoll concerning the 
wholesale destruction of sailor’s lives by the 
sending of coffin ships to sea, in order to 
realize a profit for the owners, led to n pro­
longed ami angry controversy in, which Mr 
Chamberlain, who was then President of the 
Board of «Trade, took a very strong line 
against the ship owners. After consider­
able recrimination, during which feeling on 
both-sides became extremely heated, it was 
at last decided to appoint a Royal Commis-, 
sion on which both parties could be repre­
sented to take evidence and report. The 
commission was a strong one. Mr. Cham­
berlain was one of its members, and the 
leading representatives of thel ship owners 
were also there in1,1 force. It was lio easy 
task presiding over a tribunal in Which the 
chief disputants sat as judges, and it was" a 
singular tribute to the rapidly rising reputa­
tion of the young Earl that he w as selected 
as chairman, a position which somewhat re­
sembled that of Aeolus in the cave of the 
winds. However by the judicious dining

especially of the present Earl and Countess, 
had not held any purely political post 
under the Liberal party. Lord Aberdeen, 
the Prime Minister, began life as a Con­
servative. He was first employed by Lord 
Ctistloroagh, and was subsequently Foreign 
Minister of the'Dube of Wellington and 

"Sir Robert Reel. When the Corn Laws 
went by the board lie became ji Peclite, 
and the Aberdeen Ministry was a combin 
ation of Reelites and Liberals, hence when 
the present Earl took his seat in the 
House of Lords 
be sat neither 
vyith the Conser­
vatives nor witli 
the Liberals, but 
occupied a place 
in the cross
bunches, which is 
supposed to be­
long to the peers 
of... an indepen­
dent mind who 
do not wish to 
identify them­
selves conspicu­
ously with either 
of the two par­
ties. He was re­
garded, however, 
as belonging to 
the Conservative 
party iiy heredi­
ty, and hence in 
J876 .fie was se­
lected to move 
the address to
the Queen in re­
ply to the royal 
speech. Even 
then lie gave an 
indication of how 
loosely he re­
garded the party 
tie by taking 
occasion to cx 
press his /objec­
tion to the Royal 
Titles bill, a tnea-

chairmanship of the Commission on Ship 
ping, to which I have already referred It 
should be mentioned, however, that Lord 
Aberdeen was, during'these years, entrust­
ed with the duty of acting as Lord High 
Commissioner to the Church of Scotland. 
The Lord High Commissioner is the repre­
sentative of Her Majesty and he must be 
present at the opening of what many lie 
called the Parliament of the Scotch Church 
at ' Kdfitbilrigb. In this capacity Lord and 
Lady Aberdeen held most royal court at 
Holyrood Palace. This was a kind of pre 
liminary apprenticeship qualifying them
for their subsequent viceroyalty ------ :—
,in Dublin and their Governor- 
Generalship in Canada. Lord 
Aberdeen, in this and other posi­
tions which he filled in the cause 
of philanthropy and religion, had 
proved that he not only possessed 
capacity, but also that his capacity 
was recognized and appreciated in 
most influential quarters. Hence, 
no one was astonished, unless R 
was the Earl himself, when, on 
the formation of the Gladstone 
Ministry in 1886, he was sent for 
by the Prime Minister and offered 
the Vieeroyship of Ireland.
Lady Aberdeen was at Mentm'ore 
with Lady Rosebery at the time 
when she received a telegram from 
her husband wishing to sec her 
at the railway station that night 
on her return. To her immense 
astonishment she learned that her 
husband was going to Dublin 
Castle.

of the British rule s. 
year great distress in the west of Ireland, 
and the Castle ha Î, of course, official in­
timation of the si Seringa of the poorer 
cottagers on the All tntic coast. The ordin­
ary method by wh oh relief is obtained is 
by a meeting th< Mansion House, called 
and presided over y the Lord Mayor. It 
has been the curse f the system in Ireland 
that the Lord Ma ror of Dublin and the 
Vicory of the Qui an at the Castle have 
held aloof from <*ach other. ,cThe Jews 
have no dealings a ith .Samaritans, neither 
have the patriots of the Mansion House auy-
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In the courte of the morning a message 
had arrived summoning Lord Aberdeen to 
Mr. Gladstone’s house. As soon as he 
arrived Mr. Gladstone told him that he 
must go to Ireland. At that time nothing 
in the world was further from Lord Aber­
deen’s infini. He was a Scotchman, who 
had pever ..paid any-particular-attcntion-to- 
Irish affairs. Mr. Gladstone was forming 
his Ministry, with home uule as the princi­
pal, in fact the only, article of its pro­
gramme. The "position of Irish Viceroy 
Avas therefore one of the most important in 
the whole Administration. Lord Aberdeen 
hesitated to accept so- important a position 
without time for consideration. But it 
seemed that political exigencies rendered 
it. indispensihle that the Viceroy must l>e
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with jthe court! 
iis occasion, howc
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thing to do with jthe courtiers at the 
Castle. On this occasion, however, a priv­
ate communication'! was sent from the 
Castle to the Lord Mayor, Mr. T. I). Sulli­
van, the poet, the patriot, and genial Chief 
Magistrate, to suggest the calling of a meet­
ing, in order to demise means for relieving 
4he distress. ; and ne received ftrrfcher-trrtr- 
mation from the castle to the effect that, 
although*!®! Excellency could not attend 
as Lord Liemenantj, he would be very glad 
to be present in ms capacity, as a citizen 
resident in Dublin# Mr. Sullivan, one of 

in the world, who was 
high character and 

the Vicdroy, was very

the best-hearted nr 
acquainted with 
sterling sincerity ol 
glad, indeed, to rec< ive the intimation, but
just a trifle anxious

sure which
strongly sup
ed in august.

evident, „ l,ow
over, that the
popular sy mpa
t hies of they
Earl and the
immense pen
influence of Mr.
Gladstone, who
lmd always hen.
as a faVh <iir to
the. Karl am.l
Countess,
sweeping him di-
reetly into the
Liberal rank
addition to this,
two inline!
of different de-

with them in Dublin. A strange, and what 
appeared to most Irishmen an incredible 
thing took place. Dublin Q^tfe, so long the 
symbol of an alien dominion, became the 
headquarters of the Nationalist movement. 
Lady Aberdeen, remembering her Irish-de- 
scent from the O’Neills, throw herself heart 
and soul into developing the industries of 
Ireland. As a rule, the Scotch get on bet­
ter with the Irish than the English do. 
This is curious, as the Scotch are far more 
reserved than their southern neighbors, but, 
as a matter of fact, even the dourest Pres­
byterian Soot manages to get along better 
with his Irish Catholic neighbor than an 
Englishman in the same circumstances.
------------ Everything that Lord and Lady

Carnarvon had tried to do the 
Aberdeens took up and did with 
the greater force and vigor that 
comes of conscious reliance upon 
popular enthusiasm. The six 
months, which they passed in 
Ireland were among the best in 
I'fish history, a kind of glorious 
summer day out of due season,but 
heralding the sunshine to come. 
Over at Westminster, the Home 
Rule bill, framed upon the fatally 
false foundation of excludipg the 
Irish from the Imperial Parlia­
ment, staggered heavily down­
ward. Even at the eleventh hour 
the bill might have b<en saved if 
the exclusion of the Irish mem­
bers had been frankly abandoned, 
but Mr. Morley willed it other­
wise, and the Government 
marched to its doom. After the 
fatal decision was taken there was 
a dissolution, which resulted in 

the return, of a large Unionist majority. 
Then the hour came when Dublin Castle had 
to give up its pleasant occupants, and the 
brief break in the long tradition of repres­
sion and distrust came to an end. It was 
not until that day of leave-taking that the 
Aberdeens thëmselves, or 'the public, had 
any adequate conception ofQ the degree of 
passionate personal enthusiasm and devoted 
loyalty which they h&d succeeded in six 
short months in creatitig in the capital of 
Ireland. The whole of Dublin City turned 
opt to give tlfe Viceroy and his wife a na­
tional Irish farewell. As they drove from 
the Castle dotvn to the station, through 
streets filled with cheering and weeping 
crowds, it was evident even to the most 
cynical observer, that the popular heart had

grecs of import­
ance, were telling 
in the same dir­
ection. One was 
the influence of 
his wife,who was 
strongly Li lierai, 
ami the other the 
natural reaction 
against the follies ami > 
period Avliioh mailed the 
field's administ rât ion. 
or rebellion against, his party was x 
Telegraphed from Brindisi his adhesion to 
'ths pdjfhilar protest.which was being signed 
againslAho Afghan War. That, this was no 
mere, caprice lie made abundantly evident 
When he spoke in the debate against the 
Ministry,thereby maintaining the traditions .

the Jingo 
(1 Boa-eon-

of his ancestor in his devotion to pen 
conciliation. In 1876 he indicated his tn 
fevenue of political allegiance by support 
Mr* Gladstone’s first Midlothian campa 
having accepted Lord Rosebery’s invita' 
to form one of the house party at Dalm 
on that memorable occasion. The foil

appointed there ami then; otherwise it 
would have been impossible for Mr. Morcly 
to have taken office, as Chief Secretary, and 
every hour of ,delay was of importance. 
And the old gentleman, when, in addition to 

Queen, feels 
tis to a young 

d of parental 
nit. to resist, 
ng crowded1 

ilstone, found

■wing Vri me Mi nister of tin
llimsvlf !.. stand iin loco parent
polil iiNin, has al»< .ut him a kit

hit'll It is diffis:: 1 ord Aberdeen, ht
into it as i . I.y Mr. Glad
himself suiddet.lv Lord of Dull
Viceroy ,.1 Her
home rule A.lmin istr.it inn wlii

The sillI,,;;;;//1in DuMin, w
Lady Abordvvn began* their

hen Lord and 
Vieeroyalty

ing year, on the very day on which Lord 
Be&consfield dissolved Parliament, Lord 
Aberdeen took.his seat for the first time on 
the Liberal side of the ;Houso. He had 
burned his boats and definitely cast his lot 
with Ml*. Gladstone oil the Cve of an elec­
tion which, in the opinion of society, was 
certain to result in the return of Lord 
Beaconsfield to power. Society, ns usual, 
vas wrong, the elections went with a rush 
against the .lingoes, and. Lord Aberdeen 
found himself embarked on the winning

I was almost one of unexampled difficulty.
| There was no popular demonstration .when 
j l»rd and Lady Aberdeen began their Vice 
j royal duties. The popular party of Ireland 
I stood askance, boycotting the Castle, as 
j they had boycotted it for years past ; ami 

as the Loyalists, so-called, regarded the 
now Administration as a hand of traitors» 
and renegades, the lot of the^iiew Viceroy 
was anything but a happy one.

From this position or isolation they were 
rescued by a happy experience, which 
turned the tide, and was tlge first eonspicu-

would take it. As there is no omelet without 
breaking of eggs, their Excellencies carried 
it through. Every individual whom they 
consulted, including all the authorities, 
opposed their action. They were warned 
that they would be hissed ; that they would 
begin their Vieeroyalty with a slap in the 
face that they would never get over, and 
that the one tiling wft'fch they should avoid 
above everything was the running of any 
risks. To all of Which advice, although 
couched in theHwifèt diplomatic wiy, and 
pressed upon 1 them with the greatest 
authority, they turned a deaf ear. |It was 
un inspiration, and they did well 
upon it.

The ncAvs had gob abroad that tin 
was going to visit the Mansion Jioui 
an immense crowd was gathered 
neighborhood to see the viceregal cai 
In Dublin the representative of Her * 
keeps up the tradition of royal statol 
more than in more democratic 
On this occasion the Viceroy drove tl 
the streets of Dublin to the Chief 
trate of 'the city with thé usual cal 
and four, with postillions and outrj 
11 AA’i-.s a critical moment when the cai 
drove up in front of the door of the 
Mavut'.s uffiui.il residence and the Vii 
and his wife, iivtheir capacity tof citil 
descended to 11 tend a meeting summl 
to consider the distress in the west of I 
land. I t seemed to those who were prel 
is ii the crowd quivered and hesitated, 
knowing whether to hiss or cheer, 
suddenly one of the bhoys gave rein to 
Exuberance of his enthusiasm, and bi 
out into a hearty cheer, Another secoi 
and all suspense was at an end. Amid! 
mar of cheers, the like of which had n< 
been lieu yd Ixihiud a viceroy in recent yeai 
Lord Aberdeen made his way into the meet­
ing hall Tire climax of the proceedings 
was reached w hen Lord Aberdeen requested! 
lu lx- intmduve"l to Michael Davitt. When 
the one armed ex‘Feuian convict grasped 
the hand of Lord Aberdeen there was à 
public pledge given and recognized by all 
men of. the alliance of the Irish democracy 
and till that v as best in the popular party 
irt Britain.

The Unionists, of course, Avero scandaliz­
ed Hi it ,a representative of the Queen should 
shake h unts w ith a man who had done his 
term of penal servitude in Portland Prison 
but all men, irrespective of party, who know 
the hig(\ character and stainless life of Mi­
chael Davitt, rejoiced that such typical re­
presentatives of the two races should have 
publicly exchanged the right hand of fel­
lowship hef<ye the eyes of the two nations. 
From that moment everything went* well

been touched to its depths. Everywhere in 
the streets banners were "waving, and flags 
flÿing, and, strangest of all, for the first 
time in recent years, the Irish National 
Band played “God Save the Queen.” It 
was a great moment, and one which made 
the heart swell high with prirle and grati­
tude that such an outburst of popular sym­
pathy had been brought about by the sim­
ple talisman of helpful sympathy and pro­
found respect. For the Abeuleens had 
learnêd to love the Irish people with a 
whole-hearted devotion which-touched that 
emotional and appreoiativ^^eo^j

ture history. They had arrived, and hence­
forth their position among the first half- 
dozen families in the empire was clear.

In the foregoing pages repeated reference 
his been made to Lady Aberdeen. I must 
now deal for a brief space with one who 
might well afford a subject for a aeparato 
sketch. Lady Alierdeen is the daughter of 
Sir Dudley Coutts Marjoribanks, since 
created Lord Tweedmouth, of a staunch old 
Whig border family, and who himself repre­
sented the “good town of Berwick-on- 
Tweed” for twenty years as a Liberal. The 
family seat is in Berwickshire, but little 
Ishbel’s home was in Guisachan, in Inver- 
nesshire. It was a wild and romantic spot. 
The country seat nestled at the head of'a 
lovely mountain strath twenty-three miles 
from the nearest rail way stàtion or telegraph 
office. In this mountain solitude the young 
girl grew up a strong and sturdy" Scotch 
lassie, passionately fond of reading and the 
vigorous outdoor life of the mountain child.

Her father, the son of the well-known Mr. 
Edward Marjoribanks, (who, up to the age 
of ninety-four, transacted all the heavy 
duties failing to the lot of the senior part­
ner of such a hank as Coutts’,) combined 
with his hereditary business instincts, 
strong literary and artistic tastes, and a 
passion for everything that pertained to 
sport and natural history. It .wasa this 
which led him in early manhood to settle 
himself in the wilds of Invernesshire, and 
there to create a very paradise, in the midst 
of which he lived the life of an ancient pa­
triarch amongst his retainers and his ghillies 
to the great benefit of all the glen.

Lady Tweedmouth, a woman of great 
beauty and talent, was the daughter of Sir 
James Hogg,,one of thé mainstays of the old 
East India Council, and many members of her 
family can boast in recent years of having 
maintained in the service of their country 
in India the high traditions of thèir com­
bined. Scottish and Irish ancestry.

With such a host and hostess, andinsuch 
surroundings*... V Guisachan ” became re­
nowned in all the north of Scotland for its 
wide hospitality, and every autumn . found 
gathered beneath its roof prominent politi­
cians of both parties, artists, literary men, 
sportsmen. Thus it naturally came about 
that between the annual six months’ Par­
liamentary season in London and the circle 
of friends visiting her Highland home, the 
little Ishbel was brought into contact with 
most of the leading men of the day, riding 

J and walking in their company, lis'ening to 
their stories and 
mutual reminis­
cences, and im­
bibing all uncoil- 
sciousiy a strong 

. Liberal bias, 
which presently 
blossomed into 
full force under 
the friendly iu 
fluences of Mr. 
Gladstone.

Another result 
of her youthful 

^surroundings was 
to accustom her 
to free inter­
course with per­
sons of varioiis 
religious creeds. 
In her native glen 
the great majori 
ty of the people 
word Celtic Ho­
man Catholics, 
whilst the minor­
ity consisted of 
strong Free 
Church folk,with 
a sprinkling of 
adherents -of the 
A u 1 d Kirk, 
amongst which 
v ere her own 
family. She and 
her white pony 
were at home 
amongst them 
all, and many 
were the stories 
she heard and 
the sympathies 
that were evoked 
as she learned to 
spin or bake 
“ cakes *' by the 
side of the old 
Highland “ wi- 
fies,” or to watch 
for the deer and 
the grouse with 
her father’sgame- 
keepers. It is 
curious, to", note 
how those early 
c x p-e ri e n c e s 
trained the young 
girl for her fu­
ture connection 
with the Roman 
Catholic and 
P r e s b y te rian 
populations o f 
Ireland, and it 
is a strange coin­
cidence that cir- 
curri stances 
should have ac­
customed both 
Lord and Lady 

Aberdeen from childhood *to follow the 
example of the Queen in being members of 
both Presbyterian and Episcopalian Church­
es, according as they, resided in Scotland or 
in England.

God fanned her with His ripening looks, 
And heaven’s rich instincts in her grew

As effortless as woodland nooks 
Send violets up and paint them blue.

This Scottistugirl, with her Gaelic name, 
nursed on traditioti, on romance, and sur­
rounded from infancy with the sound of the

John Campbell Gordon, the son of an old 
Parliamentary friend, the Earl of Aberdeen 
He at once gave a Highland welcome to the 
lielated traveller. Ishbel, then a girl of 
eleven, saw the visitor, aud soon after she 
fell in love with him, nor has she from that 
day to this, wavered iu the whole-hearted 
deA'otion which exists between her and the 
man who afterwards became her husband. 
The acquaintance thus auspiciously begun 
was consummated and placed npon a more 
permanent foundation when in the year 1877 
Ishbel Marjoribanks became Ishbel Alierdeen.

They have, had five children, four of 
whom are living. The second daughter 
died in infancy. Lord Haddo, the Hon. 
Dudley and Hon. Archie are the boys,while 
Lady Marjorie, who is only thirteen years 
old, is the only surviving daughter. Lady 
Marjorie has the distinction of being the 
youngest editor in the world, and her little 
monthly, Wee Willie Winkle, is an almost 
ideal specimen of what a child’s paper 
should be. It is simple, natural, interest­
ing, |fcd I am glad to hear that it is likely 
to have an extended range of usefulness on 
the American continent. Lady Marjorie is 
an interesting child, somewhat tall for her 
age, but still a child at her lessons. She 
does her editing in the intervals of play 
time. Like all the rest of the family, she 
is devoted to her mother, who is naturally 
very anxious that such a child should not be 
unduly i forced into prominent activity. 
Lady Aberdeen possesses immense activity 
and energy, together with a capacity to do 
things and get them done. Her first train­
ing. in the way of organization was the es­
tablishment of the Onward and Upward 
Society, an association which began on a 
small scale among the domestics and poor 
people on their estate in Aberdeenshire, and 
which has spread'until they have about nine 
thousand members throughout the world. 
In connection with this Lady Aberdeen 
edits a monthly review under the title of 
Onward and Upward. Dr. Lyman Abbott, 
writing upon this association, in The Out­
look, says that it is a combination of the Y. 
W. C. A., Working Girls’ Club, and the 
Chautauqua Literary and Scientific Associa­
tion. Another work with which her name 
is even more prominently associated is the 
Irish Industries Association, which was 
brought more conspicuously before the Ame­
rican public by Lady Aberdeen’s Irish 
Village, its reproduction of Blarney Cas­
tle, which stood at the entrance of the 
Midway Plaisance in Jackson Park. It is 
difficult to estimate the stimulating influ­
ence of this association- in promoting the 
development of the industries of Ireland, 
and in calling Attention, to and advertising 
the existence of Irish manufactures, Which 
are quite worthy to take equal rank with 
any other nation in the world. Much of 
the Irish lace and other displays took a high 
place among the exhibits at thê World’s 
Fair, winning forty-seven medals. Thanks 
largely to the business capacity, untiring 
industry and constant vigilance of Mrs. 
White, the Irish Village at Chicago, with 
over one hundred Irish inmates, was a great 
success from every point of view, and an 
object lessen of what the Irish could do. It 
was a realistic .reproduction of the actual 
condition-s of life in the old country, which 
made a, very handsome profit for the exten-
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sion of the work of the association. They 
have now taken a place in Wabash Avenue, 
Chicago, where the products of Irish indus­
try are on sale. Similar depots will proba­
bly be established throughout the whole 
world in time. A large measure of the ex­
pense for maintaining the machinery neces­
sary to develope these industries into self- 
supporting concerns has been supplied by 
Lord Aberdeen, while the amount of labor 
which has been devoted to the task by the 
Countess is almost inconceivable. She has 
her reward, however, in what promises to 
be a thriving industry, or, rather, series of 
industries, Which have begun already to 
contribute not a little to the amelioration of 
the condition of life in old Ireland.

Perhaps the most important work on a 
wide scale with which Lady Aberdeen has 
been connected was that which she under­
took in the Women’s Liberal Federation, a 
body of eighty thousand women, of which 
she is at this moment President, although 
she will retire at the next general meeting. 
She was elected to the post in succession to 
Mrs. Gladstone, and the verystrongest pos­
sible pressure has been brought to hear 
upon her to reconsider her determination to 
resign an office the duties of which she can­
not discharge from Ottawa. The Woman’s 
Liberal Federation, it is w?U to, remark, is 
no mere party caucus. There is no doubt 

jt was originally started by some wiraf 
F* toe Liberal party, who imaging!»
; might be of gôod service to 
Hence a Liberal counterpart to wBL, 

' league. The Woman’s Liberal 
ation, however, no sooner came into 
than it developed an independent ac* 
of its own, which led it to be regard- 

Jth the liveliest feelings of resentment 
the caucus managers and wirepullers 

h had assisted in bringing it into being, 
association has had a great and beneti- 
effect in stimulating women to také an 

illigent Interest in politics, and to make 
k influence felt in all that rela'es in the 
4 and social improvement of aooiely. 
le and again they have rendered invalu- 
* service to the cause of moral and social 
rm, and nothing can be further from the 
^ than to confound such an association 
lergetio, public-spirited women with a 

_ creature of the party whip. There 
[women in Eng’and who imagine that 

■duty in politics is to canvass foraoan- 
« of their party, whoever he may be, 
^hey have formed a small caucus of 
-own, which is without numbers, with- 

Tnenoe, and without standing in the 
The Woman’s Ltbetol Federation 

.—'ftl organization, which is growing * 
$th every year, »r:d which insists on 

J voice in the settlement of .all na- 
juestions. As a means of education, 
as an instrument of political influ- 
fills a very useful part in our politi- 

ly.^ lAdy Aberdeen Has not long 
Canada, but she 

g-,Jy-helped to organize a National 
l of Women, the object Being to form 
^ women representing all phases of 

W*k in every centre of population 
^ wuule Dominion. It is hoped that 
[body will promote unity ana charity, 
imongst religious, philanthropic and 
L associations, giving all a chance of 

of what is being done for the good 
2 rid outside of their own i*nme- 
pJe. It will also secure their joint 
Ition of public questions and their 

;Whe» circumstances arise which 
L te their practical intervention.


