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z THE DEGUINAGE • fry’s base.” The archives of the city 

have been kept in a room contained 
in the belfry since its building. Around 
it popular demonstrations have taken 
place. In It Maximilian, a prisoner, 
trembled for his life when the guilds 
paraded by, flaunting their banners in 
his face. Close by is the famous cloth 
market, or what remains of it, rather. 
To-day the Belfry’s forty-six chimes, 
reputed the finest in all Belgium, be- 
sides singing weirdly every quarter of 
an hour, often call the inhabitants to 
the great square for revel, and for a 
thousand years a red flag by day and 
a red light by night, displayed, by 
watchers living at the summit, have are the town of the breaking out

in to care for the inhabitants in the 
days of distress and despair follow- 
ing its submission to Maximilian. The 
poor house, a commodious building 
capable of holding six hundred per- 
sons, is always overcrowded, and the 
waiting list is long. Modern chart- 
table institutions are to be found at 
frequent intervals; it is doubtful 
whether any city, in proportion to 
population, has so many helping organ- 
izations..

Many of the poor are direct descend- 
ants of middle-age merchants whose 
riches are sufficient to permit them to

2. Dan ones.:
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S3 purchase in bulk the contents of many 
a Venetian and German argosy that 

warned the town of ine dreams na tenor 2 20a toir hortune in de- 

One of the most dramatic scenes fending the city; others had their pos- 
ever enacted with ‘the Belfry as the sessions. stripped from them when the 
centre of the picture occurred just after. Count of Nassau made his house to- 
the burghers had released the Arch- house visitation after the city’s sur- 
duke Maximilian from imprisonment on i render, and carried off all the gold and 

is signing a treaty to respect the city’s silver and other valuables that he could 
T prerogatives, which he had violated, lay his hands on. Then the heart went 

The situation had been tense for nearly out of many of the victims and has 
three months, with the eity in danger remained out of their offspring to this 

I. of war with Maximilian’s angry fellow day. So it happens that your Euide 
German princes, with his father about Bruges may point to tthe rem- 
threatening the magistrates with dire nants of a. once splendid private Pal 
punishment should any harm befal his ace and tell you in the resigned voice 
son, with the Pope ready to interdict. that is characteristic of his fellows. 
The crisis at last over, apparently, the that when Bruges was all-powerful, 
whole city assembled as one man to when the weavers’ guild alone had4 
make merry in the Grande Place. Great membership in excess of, the city’s 
quantities of malt liquor had been twentieth century population, then his 

X drunk the dancing was merrily on, ancestors lived there. And perhaps he 
the festivities had become almost riot- may add, with a further touch of 
ous, when, without warning, the band, pride, that it was of his maternal an- 
stationed on the belfry’s summit, stop- cesters, among others, that the wife 1 
ped playing in the middle of a bar. ! Philip the Fair, of France, said, on 

Instantly, the merrymaking ceased. , her visit to Bruges in the fourteenth 
A sea of faces was upturned to where century: .,
the musicians were seen looking with “There are hundreds here who have 
blanched faces in the direction of the more the air of queens than myself, 
woods of Maele. Their dismay was. Those were the top notch days of 
caught by the people below, and “What commercial supremacy, wealth, extra- 

? What is it?” became the univer- vagances, of Bruges’ loftiest fame. , 1.
St. the projected canal to the sea will brins

“Maximilian’s men are firing the ‘ back just a little more than the mere 
peasants’ homes!” was the answer, and shadow of all this, then the handful of- 
the city, hearing it, knew in its heart progressive burghers who are striving, 
that troublous times with the German in the face of much opposition, to bring 
schduke were not yet over; that he about the resurrection. will undoubt- 
would surely break the treaty. as he edly feel amply rewarded. . But even 
had his word before. Excessive joy when the wtaer lilies that choke the ec- 
rave way to deep forebodings, and centric winding canals are removed and 
s — shipping is again tied up at the re-

paired quays, to him who knows its 
ancient glory. Bruges still will be
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THE BELFRY 
.-Con the GRANDE PLACE.2

LACE MAKEPA-MODERN 220- - - - - - • — sle a Mitery poured in
lining the sleepy waterways. For 1 out to him and its history poured No 
person with “the artistic temperament” his ears as long as he will listen. 1 
the towna atmosphere: a delightful, child is prouder of her FiEst calu Then, too, modern ways not having the citizen of Bruges is or scinest 
crept in to any great extent, and living leaning tower, famed as the finest 
being cheap in consequence—four structure, of its kind in all residents francs a day secure excellent lodging and, truth to tell, the for S.A, in in 
Ha board there Ino need to PuruS Faie ererehed descendante of
It is impossible to walk out in Bruges its builders themselves. 22 lent 

without catching sight of artists with The affection with, which they kid, open sketch books. Many make ex- regards the Belfry 19 R cursions from Paris, especially to study perhaps, in, the words 95,the present 
the town. At least a half dozen are city archivist.always to be found in the Grande 
place, making studies of the famous has watched over - = her Belfry. TheBeduinage— the most It has beheld her triumphs and her 
noted of all the town’s numerous con- 
ventual buildings—is another favorite 
subject; so is the church of Notre 
Dame,- with its graceful tower visible 
to the fishermen of Ostend, while yet 
some distance out at sea, and so the 
picturesque, dilapidation of the once 
palatial homes of. Bruges mercha:.
princes. No other city in Europe has 
retained so much of the true medieval 
character, and, hence, all Bruges is a 
never ending source of inspiration to

zz RUGES la mort,” an’ ob- 
H serving Frenchman, has call- 
.ed it. Those who know the 

ramous old Flemish town well 
will undoubtedly agre that, 280 

•far as participation in modern activi- 
ties is concerned, it has been about as 

- dead as the proverbial door-nail since 
the end of the fifteenth century. Then 
the city’s foreign merchants and coy 
merce fled to Antwerp. Then it “vas 
despoiled of the last remnants of 
wonderful riches by the soldiers, of 
Maximilian.: Then the river Zwyn to 
the sea filled up with sand, and the 
citizens were too poverty stricken, too 
weighted down by the long series of 
disasters that- had overtaken them to 
reopen communication. How all con- 
fident the modern spirit of activity 
must be, to undertake the resurrection 
of a civic mummy 400 years old—to re- 
store to Bruges some of its resplendent

For six hundred years this Belfry 
the eity of Bruges.

It has beheld 1 
failures, her glory and her shame, hier 

mpite ur eo many vaanltuon. 1 1 miens the people songht thole noames 
stil standing to bear witness to 
genius of our forefathers, to awaken 
alike memories of old times and ad- 
miration for one of the most splendid 

of Bruges merchant monuments of civic architecture which
.4 - ------ --- the middle age has produced.” is

The life, the wonderful kaleidoscopic 
history of Bruges has ever centered 
about the Belfry from the time of the 
original towers’ erection in the eight- 
hundreds under the first Counts of 
Flanders. This structure was destroyed 
in the great fire four centuries later 
and the present one built on the ruins, 

n* * ** of the original bell

she left her jewels to the Collegiate 
when they were sold a

Two years later these forebodings 
were realized when the city, after being 
reduced by siege to the verge of star- 
vation by Maximilian’s lieutenant in 
Flanders, the notorious Count Nassau, 
made the best terms it could, only to 
find that what remained of its once 
splendid commerce had deserted to less 
tumultuous Antwerp, never to return

ever. Bruges is convenient to the En3- 
lish coast. A man with only a small 
income cannot live in comfort in Ens-

Church, and
"Bruges la mort."

(By Charles E, Hester.)
(Copyright, 1905, by McClure, Phillips 

& Co.)

hundred years later they brought a 
th. to lust needs keep up somewhat sum of money sufficient to restore the 

trinmes 

in Bruges, and there living, an emi- you the Crypt of St. Basil, where • 
nently respectable and highly respected 
man in the eyes of the impoverished

1 like to see my fellow man ambi- 
tious, but when it comes to spending 
a whole week to trap a woodchuck. 

So impoverished was the city made | whose hide is worth only fifteen cents, 
by its conflict with the King of he it seems to me that he has set off the 

! Romans that it’ has not recovered track a oat 
the first days or the original pen anything like even decent general

foncer until quiet times came the comfort to this day. Bruges is no-____ ______
Mwaichers stationed on its summit torious for the great number of .ts Providence had always been agin em,
wunnged the tocsins of war that for all dependents, reckoned at eleven thon- but as far as I had time to investigate soundeddreds of years frequently call-sand, thence its numerous churchly I found that laziness had also stuck 

hundreds or 2 - - — nuns and friars flocking : by ’em like a brother.

glory of half a millennium ago.
The plan is to do this by building a 

ship canal to the sea, in the hope that 
a few modern argosies, at least, will 
discharge their cargoes on the towns 
long abandoned quays, as did most of 
Venice’s and Genoa’s argosies in the 
long ago, when silks from Cathay and 
spices from India were worth their 
weight in gold.

Work has actually begun on he 
canal, but there are, those in Bruges 
and elsewhere in Belgium, deeply 10-

to its old canals and quays and ware-
artists

But tht bit of architecture which ap 
peals most strongly not only to, the 
temperamental classes, but to the aver- 

are age stranger in Bruges, as well, is the

you the Crypt of St Basil where YI 
gend save, Earl Godwin was wont to 
pray with the court, and other places 
frequented by the titled exiles.

Quite a few artists and writers 
numbered among the present English 
residents; indeed, Bruges seems, to be a 
sort of headquarters for many such

houses.
the city made

Rome English ramilles have been in. 
Bruges for a matter of several genera- 
tions. Of course, there are occasional 
visits to England, and otherwise con-_________________________  
nection with and interest in the “right | workers of divers nationalities, even 3 
little, tight little island” is by no |handful of Americans having taken UP 
• • * * * *17 --mo those their abode in quaint, gabled houses

I’ve known at least fifty men who 
could sit down and figure out thatBelfry. sisThe Belfry is the one great pride 

and show place of the town. No 
stranger can be in Bruges half a day 
without being conducted to the Grande those -------------- N 2.1.Place and having the Beltry pointed led the burghers to arms at the Bel- structures.

means lost; but just the same those 
English longest in Bruges have ab- 
corbed unconsciously, undoubtally, 
many native characteristics, and it is 
not a flight of fancy to believe that if 
the English Isles were to be wiped out 
to-morrow by some catalcysm, these 
residents would become as patriotic 
citizens of Bruges as were those bur- 
gomasters known in history for the 

long and wealth-consuming battles 
they fought with ruler and invadet 
for their beloved and opulent city’s

quainted with Flemish ways, who view 
the project with ill concealed amuse- 

°ment, despite the seeming earnestness Communication From His DruggistBOWSER BUTTS IN Aof its promoters. Anreure 
“It is only another abortive

tempt,” they say, in explanation. “It 
will end in failure, like the attempt 
two hundred years ago to get in touch 
with “Ostend commercially by canaliz- 
ing the River Yperlet. Then think—it 
took the town twenty years. to restore 
just one medieval building, the Hotel 
Gruthuise. A quarter of a century ago 
it determined to restore the western 
facade of the church Notre Dame, vet

"No—same old thing."
"It has left a queer taste in my. 

mouth."
"That comes from your liver."
"Yes, I guess it does, but——"
A couple of minutes went by, and 

then he suddenly sprang from his 
chair and shouted out:

"Thunder and blazes, but I’m 
cramping all up!"

"Do you want castor oil or sew- 
ing machine oil?” , /

"Whew—whoop! Say, by thunder-
: "Well?"

"Doc, there’s something wrong with 
that French brandy. I’ve been poi- 
soned, and I’ll bet a hundred dollars 
to a cent I have! For Heaven’s sake, 
stir your stumps and give me a rem- 
“How could you have been poison- 

ed?" I asked.
"Never mind, but give me a rem- 
I gave him one. I took the greatest 

satisfaction in preparing and admin- 
istering if, and running him outdoors. 
A crowd soon gathered around him 
as he hung to a lamp post, and while 
:he was being guyed a couple of po- 
:licemen came along and one said to 
the other: ... _..

"Here’s an old jay with a jag on 
Ring for the waggon and in he goes.

And the last I saw of Mr. Bowser he 
was seated in the hurry-up waggon 
and being driven off through the 
twinkling night. I think 1 have even- ed matters up with him, though L feel 
sorry for Mrs. Bowser, if.she has 
been put out any.
(Copyright, 1905. by McClure, Phillips

& Co).

for tooth -ache the | vance with a smile on his face andbusiness he would in time become a for creosote 
patron. I didn’t give him any encour- chances were 
agement, but he began dropping in 
soon after that and scattering father- 
ly advice all over the place. If he 
happened to find me putting up a 
prescription for a woman in waiting 
he would loudly observe: 
“Prescription, eh? Now, Doc, re- 
member what I have told you. Don t 
make any mistake in the ingredients. 
We had a woman poisoned here last 
year, and the people won’t stand any

Mention is made in the papers now’ Mention of Mr. Bowser’s- family1 
and then I am the man. He has ur se one of my acquaintances --a 

Bell, 

store and learned the nature of my 
business he observed: . 11 come- 

friend, let me tell you some- 
Don’t take this store unless 

you know your business. This 1 
location for a man who has 0a

+7 think I know my business, I repiled. with.considerable frigidity.

the conqueror on England’s soil; u- any one up on whe kueds in Mr.

boss and then hinted that I could get _., along without his advice. He flew1 
Emma, widow of Canute the Great, mad in a moment and replied: or 

sought refuge at the Court of Baldwin “Then you go ahead and mix your - 
ct Lille, when in 1088, she was forced poisons and tooth powder all

andine- to fee through the evil work of the er and see what will ha per or he 

lotted down a few rules for my fu- guidance, as follows:- 
your strychnine in one place i 

and your quinine in another. -.1 
not sell carbolic acid to any, 

one you may suspect meditates taking| lis or her own life. 2 l"He courteous and respectful to all 

Customsustomer asks your candid, opinion about consumption cures and 1 
tand sat murbHeorie 
for a nickle as you would an adult.

making up a prescription ever, bear in mind the fact that the former 
occupant of this store poisoned off a: 
fat woman by getting in the wrong 
nstedcantion to the shove, he inform- 

ed me that he would drop in occasion- any to encourage me with his pres- ence, and that if he saw I knew my

say: 
"madame, are you sure it is borax 

you want?"
"Yes, sir."
"It isn’t carbonate of soda?" 

right—go ahead—but if any- 
growl. A329 thing happens, don’t blame me." 
“Go home and make it up with your | When the woman had become flus- 

wife and start all over again. Youtrated and departed without her bo- 
are too good a man to commit sui-rax, I would read Mr. Bowser a lec- 
eide." 7 ture on the benefits of a man minding

Then there would be a lively ten his own business, but my words would 
minutes and I would miss a sale, and roll off like water poured on to a 

:of after the man had departed Mr. Bow-duck’s back. After hanging about the ed, of course, and four times her would felicitate himself on Hav- store for three months he got to be-
five would ask for the return of ing saved a human life. If he han- lieving himself quite a doctor and was
prescription and take it elsewhere pened to be in the store when a wo- prompt to recommend remedies to
a man with a discouraged look on man asked for borax, he would ad- ailing customers. He even went so farhis face entered the store and asked: $ ______ _____as to call on a sick man and prescribe

for him, and although the county 
medical society took it up and made 
it cost him fifty dollars, he was not in 
the least discouraged. On as many as 
ten different occasions I have virtu- 
ally bounced him out, but only to have 
him return after a day or two. Three 
months ago he began complaining of 

uhis liver and helping himself to small 
+doses of my French brandy. Then 

for the first time I saw my way clear 
and bided my time. He came in the other evening, just as the mother of 
five children was asking, after castor 

oil. I shook my head at him, but he 
couldn’t keep quiet* 
.“Madam, is the castor oil for chil- 

dren?” he presently asked.

1 “You are sure they need it?" 
I "wouldn’t citrate of magnesia . be

cv ... that Mr. Bowser would 
step forward and say to him: S 

"My man, abandon the idea. There, 
is hope as long as there is life and 
who can tell how luck will change 
with you within a week."- 
“What d’ye mean?" the man would:

sake..
The schools in Bruges are excellent,

T , - is a cie and every being subsidized. by. the government 
that facade is still in place ogo the Many English children receive their year the architect appointed 19 114 education in them; others are sent to 
work submits a new plan. And thus England for finishing touches. It is and so one, indefinitely. Do worth noting in passing that not a few 
der that we believe there is to be no of the boys partially educated “At resurrection—no great canal: Wyhtid in home" return to Bruges at the end of 
most a generation of time s wasted n the period, marry Flemish girls, and 
restoring one buttling— in considering settle down to enjoy for the rest of the partial rester a their days the life so aptly pictured by 

. The building of the canal is, without “In Bruges town is many a street 
question, a vast undertal But the whence busy life has fled, 
worthy of modern enterprise. But the Where, without hurry, noiseless feet promoters profess to see fortunes aneeo I The grass-grown pavement tread.’ 
are cel men in the meneina Bolas since terore the vivent os wnllam 
out, Bruges, as known to-day the ges has had its English residents...For 
most medieval town in all an he centuries the stress of el cumstanes 
"Bruges la: mort"—will no Linser-he that drove them thither differed great-

• the substance of the past in the ly from that which now operates.that are to come. Even now. - - *2-----*
the disgust of the lover of things me- 
cieval. more or less noted landmarks 
are giving way to modern structures
old canals are being diverted great Earl Godwin. A little later her 
beds filled up for real estate. These son Harthaenut joined her. When she came 
are only forerunners of the chanks returned to England on his accession and 
-=--- 

share, at least, of modern internntiongl after his son, on being outlawed, had- 
commerce. Such medieval business filed to Bruges, Earl Godwin himself 
Bruges shared niggardly with YerY made the city his refuge, and after the 
rival for the better part of the four 0 = -—--
hundred years immediately preceding
Columbus’s discovery._ 
• When renewed prosperity does come at 
to Bruges, there will be at least one 
class of the old towns inhabitants that ‘ 

bewail the resurrection-

further nonsense.
The woman would become frighten-

plans for 
other?”’

E W062 =1—
better?"
,‘I don’t think so.’’ , -., 

r 1 "Well, perhaps you know best, but 1. 
. hope no tragedy will follow. If rich man as . the poor the younee he Hanatcore to be arrested and put 

through the mill.

While the laws are made for the 
well as the poor, it most man is

wasn’t for the 1-
the doctors I’d call and see the young- 
sters and tell you exactly what they 
need, but as it is you must take your 
own ryk. This is pretty bad weather 
for funeral processions.”

The woman left without making a 
purchase, and I changed the brandy 
jar on Mr. Bowser. She had hardly

made the city his reruse, and alter 100 
advent of the Conqueror, the Earls

|widow and daughter. became refugees 
the Flemish court. Another famous 

exile of the same century was Here- 
ward, held by history to have been the 
last man in all England who defied will bitterly bewail the resurrecuvn imnin Normandy.

Indeed, are looking forward with trepi- Wihrouga all the centuries that Eng- dation even now to the day when they Deh exiles Ned post-haste to Bruges 
grase-fringed, illy-bearing canalst at that city received and showered them cut up the city into bits, will take on with all kindness, almost without ex- 
life and the quays be piled high th wiom and many of the refugees did 
shipping. , - neo forget. Gunhiida. Earl Godwin’s 

This class is made up largely of Eng- niter made Bruges her home for
lish-born families, strange as it maxi daughter, mad years: when she died 
seem. The explanation is simple, how-nearly twenty years; when

Some men are life Fall peaches. They 
look well to the eye and seem to be 

right, but when you come to take 
the hide off you discover that they are 
a sort of cross with the turnip or the 

when he belan talking about his bananas had men took me in the eye 
his and make a statement, and I’ve had 

others look out across the millpond when pretending to state facts, and‘ my experience that one lied equ 
well as the other.

liver and making his way behind the 
counter. I heard him smacking 
lips over the brandy, and five minutes 

-he called that afresh stock of == wa VE* DRG Me dNe RIGRTBEIVS se ‘ * trob
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