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riven his pledge that bel 
thing in his power to supp.

MR. CHAMBERLAIN 
Speaking to the Prem 

Hon. Joseph Chamberlain
In the meanwhile, how 

that I note a resolution 
to have been passed un 
meeting of the Premie 
io which the desire was 
the knpike, and I’ll 

gerted that a commissic 
should be created in or 
what way practical eff 
given to the aspiration, 
case, and if it were th 
present time you were n 
go beyond that inquiry.

thou- 
» theBrsee •States was driven out of the English 

market by Canadian cheese long before the 
preference was thought of. and that ascen- 
dancy attained under the Liberal-Conserva- 
tive rule has, I am happy to 
say, continued to the present 
time. So it is with Canadian 
bacon. As I went through the streets of 
London, I was glad to see in the large gro­
cery stores, that Canadian cheese and Cana- 
dian bacon were rated of far better quality 
and selling at a higher price than the 
American products. The hon. gentleman 
(Mr. Fielding), says that we do not ask 
for any quid pro quo from England, and 
that we do not want any pound of flesh. 
Let me tell him that Canada did not ori- 
ginate this policy of preferential trade. 
Inter-Imperial preferential trade was adopt­
ed in 1891, by the United Empire Trade 
League, composed of a number of eminent 
members of the Lords and Commons of 
both political parties. Their object was 
not to benefit Canada, but to benefit the 
Empire. They were Englishmen and their 
policy was propounded, because having ex­
amined all the means to bind the Empire

was 85b! Maider. ta it 
in her speech at the closing of 
said:

^tieNow, how does my hon. friend 
account for the fact that under that poi. 
icy. under that tariff which he introduced 
with a grand burst of loyalty, a great four- 
61 of trumpet g as to what he was doing for England, how does it turn out that at 
the end of three years you have done noth- 
ing to increase that trade! Your imports 
bare been the same from the Mother Coun­
try during the three years that you have been in power as during the previous 

before you came in. On the three hand, we find that for in 1894.1895 
and 1896 there was an average importation 
of $37,000,000 a year from the United States 
or 68 per cent, in favour of the United 
States, I say that if the English People 
can be made to feel grateful, for the erea- asttm 

that amount of intelligence that I should

ted brought*int.noFtomen:
When we do the beet we can and put 

our natural products on the English 
market in the best possible condition, 
when we offer the best quality of 
cheese, the finest grade of butter, the 
finest wheat the world produces, and 
put them on” her market in the best 

. condition then we have a guarantee that 
the English dollars will coroe to our pockets, and come in a legitimate pre-

That is the whole thing in a net shell, 
and I hope this eminent agricultural au- 
thority will be heeded and will have the ef- 
feet of destroying some of those fallacies.

The MINISTER OF TRADE AND COM- 
MERCE (Sir Richard Cartwright). I hope 
my hou. friend will listen to other advice 
he got from that quarter equally pertinent.

A FREE TRADE POLICY.
Sir CHARLES TUPPER. I always do, 

with great respect. I now come to the 
point I raised before. 1 have shown what 
the resolution, what the policy, of 1807, was, 
the policy I denounced. It was a free trade 
policy, it was a policy of giving to all the 
world, and not giving anything to Eng­
land. At that time England was almost 
the only country that could take advantage 
of it. But I say it was a police open to 
all the world; and the hon. gentleman the 
Minister of Trade and Commerce followed 
it up by stating that they intended to 
drive that wedge home and steadily to in- 
crease the preference until they had reach- 
ed that happy hunting ground of free trade. 
Now I will read what Lord Farrer said. 
when delivering that medal to the right 
hon gentleman:

There is a party amongst us who 
would willingly discriminate against 
German end Belgian goods, and who 
look upon the denunciation of the Ger- 
man and Belgian treaties as a-step to­
wards what they have been pleased to 
call the commercial federation of the 
Empire—a system under which commer: ■ 
rial union in the different parts of The 
Empire will be fostered by laws X- 
eluding or discouraging foreign goods. 
If this were, to be the consequence 
of what you have done, I need hardly 
say that we of the Cobden Club would 
not have been here. It is because we 
believe that your efforts are founded on 
the opposite principle, and will be fol­
lowed by opposite results, that we, fol­
lowers of Adam Smith end of Peel, of 
Bright and of Cobden, are here to con­
gratulate and to thank you. You do 
not ask us to abate one jot of our 
free trade principles. 3:
There is a declaration of Lord Farrer in 

the clearest and most comprehensive terms 
that if he bad had that tariff of 1898 be­
fore him, my right hon. friend would not 
have received that great distinguishing 
badge which I told him on a former oc- 
casion I was afraid be would find a mill

. atone around his neck, and I am still of 
that opinion. Let me now recall what I 
stated to my hon. friend the Minister of 
Finance in reply to his statements as to 
my attitude on the tariff, and 1 give it as 
an evidence of the position that we took 
on this side of the House:

The first is that this proposed tariff, 
exposing the industries of Canada to 
competition with all the world, and the- 

* reduction of 25 per cent, below the 
general tariff which is adopted, will be 
fatal to Canadian industries.
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speech before sending it. However, the 
Duke of Devonshire says in his letter that 
be never made a formal offer of inter-Im- 
perial trade to my right hon. friend.

Nobody supposed he had any power, to do so. As a member of the Government 
be could discuss the question, but was not 
in a position to make an offer: but I not 
it to my right hon. friend whether he did

response pref
brat.A conference was held at Ottawa in 

- the month of June last, a* which re- 
presentatives of the Imperial Govern- 
ment, the Dominion of Canada, the 
Cape and the Australian colonies met 
to consider questions relating to inter-

I have learntwith satisfaction that 
the proceedings of the conference were 
of a character calculated to strengthen 
the union of the colonies concerned, 
both among themselves and with the 
Mother Country.
There, Sir. you have from the Prime 

Minister of England, speaking through the 
mouth of the Sovereign in closing Parlia­
ment. the declaration that that policy 
which was propounded end adopted by the 
Ottawa conference, at which Her Majesty a 
Government, Canada, Australasia and 
South Africa were represented, was calcu­
lated to strengthen the unity of the Em- 
pire. Then, the Toronto Board of Trade 
took this question up in 1896, and passed e 
resolution of a similar character:

Whereas, while the trade legisla- 
tion of other nations is framed to sub- 
serve their local interests, all British 
trade and other legislation should aim 
to secure within the Empire a union of 
interest of a federal character, and the 
police of each British community 
should be designed to retain within 
the Empire-subjects whose labour would 
otherwise go to foreign lands;

Resolved, that, in the opinion of this 
conference, the advantage to be Ob- 
tained by a closer union between the 
various portions of the British Empire 
are so great as to justify an arrange­
ment as nearly as possible of the na­
ture of a Zollverein, based upon princi­
ples of the freest exchange of commo­
dities within the Empire, consistent 
with the tariff requirements incident to 
the maintenance of the local Govern­
ment of each kingdom, dominion, prov­
ince or colony, now forming part of 
the British family of nations.
Well, Sir. Mr. Chamberlain opened that 

Chamber of Commerce with a speech of 
immense significance. He said:

And I admit that, if I understand it 
correctly, I find the germs of such a 
proposal in a resolution which is to be 
submitted to you on behalf of the To­
ronto Board of Trade. What is that 
resolution? I hope I correctly explain it. 
That resolution I understand to be one 
for the creation of a British Zollve- 
rein or customs union, which would es- 
tablish at once practically free trade 
throughout the British Empire, but 
would leave the contracting parties free 
to make their own arrangements with 
regard to duties upon foreign goods; ex­
cept that—this is an essential condition 
of the proposal — that Great Britain 
shall consent to replace moderate du­
ties upon certain articles which are of 
large production in the colonies. Now, 
if I have rightly understood it, these ar- 
tides would comprise earn, meat, wool 
and sugar, and perhaps other articles of 
enormous consumption in this coun­
try, which are at present largely pro- 

, duced in the colonies, and which might 
be, under such an arrangement, wholly 
produced in the colonies, and wholly 
produced by British labour. On the 
other hand, as I have said, the colo­
nies. while maintaining their duties up­
on foreign imports, would agree to a 
free interchange of commodities with 
the rest of the Empire, and would 
cease to place protective duties upon 
any product of British labour.
Hon. gentlemen opposite say that there 

are no protective duties now. but that they 
have a revenue tariff: and, therefore, 
that comes entirely within the statement 
made by Mr. Chamberlain. That congress 
passed a resolution to this effect:

That thia Congress of Chambers of 
Commerce of the Empire is of opinion 
that the establishment of closer corn- 
mercial relations between the United. 
Kingdom and the colonies arid depen­
dencies is an object which deserves, 
and demands, prompt and careful con­

sideration. The congress, therefore, re­
spectfully represents to Her Majesty’s 
Government that, if the suggestion 
should be made on behalf of the colo­
nies or some of them, it would be right 
and expedient to promote such con- 
sideration, and the formulation of 
some practicable plan, by summoning 
an Imperial conference, thoroughly re­
presentative of the interests involved, 
or by such other means as Her Ma­
jesty may be advised to adopt.
I was a little surprised to learn that the 

Finance Minister could so asnerse the lea­
der of the Government of which he is ■ 
member as to intimate that this question 
is scoffed at by everybody, that it is an 
utterly idle and impracticable story, and 
to assert, like other bon, gentlemen, that 
not a word nor a suggestion along that line 
had been uttered by the Prime Minister.

ENDORSED BY SIR WILFRID.
What did the Prime Minister say en the 

17th of May, 1896, when seeking the sweet 
voices of the people? On thio question of 
preferential trade, he said:

In regard to this question of prefer­
ential trade, Mr. Laurier desired to say 
that Sir Charles Tupper was no more 
favourable to the idea than himself.

My hope is, nay, my conviction is. 
that on the 23rd of June the Liberal 
party will be at the head of the polls; 
and then ft will be the Liberal party, 
with its policy of a revenue tariff, 
that will send commissioners to Lon­
don to arrange for a basis of preferen­
tial trade. F
The hon. gentlemen went more fully in- 

to the subject at London, Ont., where be 
said:

Now, the statesmen of Great Britain 
have thought that the governments of 
the colonies have come to a time when 
a new step can be taken in their de- 
velopment? What is that? That there 
shall be a commercial agreement be­
tween England and the colonies. That 
practical statesman, Mr. Joseph Cham- 
berlain, has come to the conclusion 
that the time has come when it I- pos­
sible to have within the bounds of the 
Empire a new step taken, which will 
give to the colonies in England a pre­
ference for their, products over the 
products of other nations. What 
would be the possibilities of such a 
step if it was taken? We sell our goods 
in England. We send our wheat, our 

butter, our cheese, all our natural pro- 
ducts, but there we have to compete 
with similar products from the United 
States, from Russia, and from other 
nations. Just see what a great advan­
tage it would be to Canada, if the 
wheat, cheese and butter, which we 
would send to England, should be met 
in England with a preference over sim- 
ilar products of other nations. The pos- 
sibilities are immense.

Mr. Joseph Chamberlain, the new 
and progressive Secretary of the Colo- 
nies, has declared that the time has 

come when it is possible to discuss that

into
country is an additional strength to the 
Empire, as has been recently shown. 
Therefore, the great objection we had to 

was that we were

me, as I think he heesy to do. Seeing that 
To^^ ‘ 

should •
this preference throwing 

the greatest incentive and the -------------------- that could be used by 

to have an arran- 
which the products of 
enter the British mar-

away
strongest argument 
those who were seeking

.al"
ket on better terms than the products of 
foreign countries. It is on that ground that 
we object to this preference clause. We. 
object to it as throwing away the most ef­
fective means by which a preference in 
the British market could be secured for 
our goods. This, the right hon, gentleman 
said:

Now, Sir, this we have done deliber- 
ately, and for this let me tell you, gen­
tlemen, the Canadian Government and 
the Canadian people ask nothing in re­
turn They have done it out of grati­
tude for the Motherland. They do not 
ask any quid pro quo; they do not ask 
for the pound of flesh; the do not re­
quire a price for their loyalty.

right hon. friend whether he did 
- made by Hisnot understand the speech

Grace the * # ------  
invitation to the
make known what they

Duke of Devonshire to be an 
colonial Premiers to

sh hope to find in that country.
DISCRIMINATION AGAINST GREAT ought on this

question of an inter-Imperial commer 
arrangement. If that was not bis un 
standing of the speech, why did my I 
hon. friend reply that he did not. 
anything of the kind? ... — 
Hones that the other Premiers did not 
sider it an invitation to them to state 
how far they would be able to go in mak­
ing proposals to Her Majesty’s Govern­
ment. The evidence is clear that they did, 
nor does the letter of His Grace in the 
slightest degree contradict that view. On 
the contrary, he says:

oint, I think I mentioned last —sid the Minister of 
speaking at Oshawa,

that
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10.: 1691 is thus reported:

C w. Reott Piked: “Does the Lib- 
eral party favour discrimination against 
Great Britain by admitting American 
manufacturers free and taxing, the manufacturers of Great Britain?”

Sir Richard Cartwright replied: “Cer­
tainly we do."
Although the hon.. gentleman has not 

boldly proclaimed that they did give a 
large preference to the United States of 
America in the construction of their tariff, 
which has raised the exports from that 
country into Canada to no less than 68 
per cent., while they have been lessened 
from England, be has succeeded in carry- 
ing out a discrimination In favour of the 
United States, if there is any truth to be| 
found in the statement that was made in| 
the platform of "the Liberal party in 1893,| 
when they declared, in express terms, that 
the tariff of Canada -discriminated against| 
England. I ask if there is an hon. gentle-| 
men on that side of the House who. will 
repeat that to-day. Was that statement 
true? Was there discrimination in the tar­
iff* If so; you have increased it, tenfold. 
The statement made by the hon. Minister 
of Marine and Fisheries (Sir Louis -Da­
vies), to a section of the Chamber of Com- 
merce in England, has exposed that hon. 
gentleman to the fact that his statements 
have proved to be utterly delusive. He 
«aid that our tariff discriminated against 
England, and he said that their tarif 
would change and reform that. Instead of

rig
Trade anon 
on F bruary 10,

of the ether co 
of the South Al 
in such an inqui

together, they thought this was the best. 
They arrived at the conclusion that to the 
feeling of sentiment might be added mu­
tually beneficial trade relations, and that 
both combined, would indissolubly unite 
the Empire together. :

MR. GOSCHEN’S OPINION.
I want to meet the statement made by 

the hon. gentleman (Mr. Fielding), that 
nothing will induce the English people to 
reverse their policy and to impose any du­
ties upon the food of the people. In 1890 
and 1801, I went into that subject very 
fully, in the Nineteenth Century, and I 
gave elaborate evidence from the beet au­
thorities to show what substantial advan­
tage might be given to colonial products in 
the English markets, without at all raising 
the price of food. I will give the hon. gen­
tleman a very high authority. The Right 
Hon. Mr. Goschen, when Chancellor of the 
Exchequer in 1991, used this language, end 
he is now in the present Government as 
First Lord of the Admiralty. He said:

I think it possible that the advantage 
of the consolidation of the Empire may 
be so greet that, if the increase in the 
price of the loaf is extremely small, 
the producers with whom the power 
now lies far more than with the con­
sumers, may not object. I differ with 
the hon. member for Leeds, who sup- 
posed that if we had any customs 
union or arrangement by which favour 
was shown to the colonies, the United 
States would have a right to interfere. 
I do not think the United States would 
have a right to remonstrate or inter­
fere in the way he suggested.
I give that to the hon. gentleman from an 

eminent British statesman, who does not 
regard that phase as a contingency. I may 
say that the masses of the people, the con­
sumers, will, in my judgment, be the very 
agency that will bring about the condition 
of things in England which we desire to 
see.

LORD SALISBURY’S STATEMENT.
The United Empire Trade League went 

to Lord Salisbury with the request that he 
would have the Belgian and German tree 
ties abrogated, because no such arrange­
ment of inter-preferential trade could be 
carried out unless that were done.

Lord Salisbury said:
On this matter, public opinion must 

be framed or formed before any Gov- 
ernment could act.

Didi Tord. Salisbury —A it is suite ires 
cf this kind. Not at all. Lord Salisbury 
said further: -2

On this matter, public opinion must 
be framed or formed before any Gov­
ernment can act. No Government can 
impose ita own opinion on the people 
of this country in these matters. You 
are invited, and it is the duty of those 
who feel themselves to be the pioneers 
of such a movement and the apostles 
of such a doctrine, to go forth to fight 
for it, and, when they have “convinced 
the people of this country, their battle 
will be won.
That is not very discouraging. Lord 

Salisbury’s advice was taken, and the Uni- 
ted Empire Trade League agitated all over 
Britain in favour of this matter, end af- 
ter the general elections in 1895, they went 
back with this statement to Lord Salis- 
bury:

The greater number of the members 
returned to the present Parliament in 
support of your lordship's policy and 
administration, advocated either in 
their election addressee or. in their plat­
form speeches, the policy of united 
Empire trade, and to this fact must be 
ascribed some portion of the unparal- leled majority in the House of Com- 
mons by which your lordship is sup- 
ported—especially from working-class 
constituencies.
Now, Sir, there is the fact, and yet the 

hon. gentleman (Mr. Fielding), has actual­
ly said that no man with a head on his 
shoulders (or words to that effect), could 
be found that would advocate any such

Will he tell
join
Government would be 
make arrangements for

I am afraid he was not exactly speaking 
then under the inspiration of the hon. Min­
ister of Trade and Commerce, who says 
that we owe nothing to the Motherland 
except forgiveness, in a spirit of Christian 
chanty, for the wrong she has done us. 
I am afraid be was not acting under that 
aspiration.______

The MINISTER OF TRADE AND COM- 
MERCE. It shows what high Christians 
we are. _____

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. Quite so.
They have done it out of gratitude 

- for the Motherland. They do not ask 
any quid pro que; they do not ask 
for the pound of flesh; they do not re-

form of the reference ar 
and constitution of tl 
and would very gladly 
it. 
Does the hon. gentlemi 

me, or any hon.gentlema 
or out of it, that the 1 
Chamberlain, who had folle 
line by line, (the declare 
been made in regard to 
the Premiers, and ended 
these gentlemen that be w 
a commission to take ths 
inquire into it—does he • 
that indicates there is no

% Very few disciples of free trade fifty 
years ego would have believed for a 
moment that at thia time France and 
Germany would he carrying on an enor­
mous trade under strictly prohibitive 
conditions and not only that they would
not have opened their markets to 
but they would be competing over 
for the possession of as large a portion 
as possible of the surface of the earth, 
not foe the purpose of opening it up 
out of the universal benefits of free

us. 
us

that we can quote a lu 
public journal of influenc 
there is any utility in à 
regard to this matter? N 
Howard Vincent was int 
subject. February 12. 1897. 
he said:

In view of Mr. G. E 
Sir Charles Turner’s sp 
action of the Canadian 
correspondent asked C 
Vincent, M.P., to-day y 
intended in the Imper

quire a price for their loyalty.
The question had. up to that time, been 

discussed upon the broad principle of mu­
tual benefit to Great Britain, and to Can- ! 
ada, and the outlying portions of the Em­
pire. But, the right hon. gentleman nar­
rowed it down and gave it an entirely dif­
ferent character, taking the strongest 
means he could to prevent anybody ever 
accomplishing anything in favour of this 
great measure that the whole people of 
Canada desire, that every man in Canada 
to-day longs for. and that every intelligent 
man knows will do more for Canada than 
any policy that has ever been propounded 
in Canada, or that can be conceived.
AT THE EMPIRE TRADE LEAGUE

DINNER.

trade, but for the purpose of excluding 
from those portions English trade. 
The world has not become the commer- 
cial paradise which was predicted in the 
early days of free trade opinion, when 
it was hoped that free trade would 
bind all the nations of the earth so 
closely together that it would be a 
matter of comparatively little import­
ance by whom they were ruled, or un­
der what influencé they were govern- 
ed. We have since learned by painful 
experience that no old nor new mar­
kets are being thrown open to us by the 
influence of free trade alone, and that 
if we want to provide for increasing 
commerce, which is necessary for the 
support of our increasing population, 
we must find those markets for our- 

“'selves, and must use every opportunity 
'either of expending or consolidating our 
colonial possessions.
Lord Salisbury said that he was at one 

with Mr. Chamberlain in the views be had 
announced on that important question and 
His Grace the Duke of Devonshire accen­
tuated that statement. We
8IR WILFRID REFUSES A PREFER

ENCE
But my right hon. friend, instead of re­

deeming the solemn pledge he had given 
the people of thia country, betrayed the 
people. What did he do? In answer to 
that speech, he said:

I claim for the present Government 
of Canada that they have passed a re­
solution by which the products of 
Great Britain are admitted on the rate 
of their tariff at 121 per cent., and 
next year at 25 per cent, reduction. 
This we have done, not asking any com­
pensation.

There is a class of our fellow-citizens 
who ask that all such concessions should 
be made for quid pro quo.

The Canadian Government has ignor­
ed all such sentiments.

We have done it because we owe a 
debt of gratitude to Great Britain. 
We have done it because it is no in­
tention of ours to disturb in any way 
the system of free trade which has 
done so much for England.

Many schemes of union had been 
suggested, but they all had the fatal 
objection of interfering with the free- 
dom of trade of the colonies.

The colonies had already granted cer­
tain concessions to the Mother Country, 
but they asked for no quid pro quo, no 
pound of flesh.

What we give you by our tariff we 
give you in gratitude for the splen­
did freedom under which we have pros- 
pered. It ie a free gift. We ask no 
compensation. Protection has been the 
curse of Canada; we would not see you 
come under ita baneful influence—for 
what weakens you must weaken us. 
I ask my right hon. friend io that what 

the people had a right to expect at hie 
hands. When asking their suffrages, he 
declared that if they would clothe him 
with power he would send a commission to 
negotiate inter Imperial preferential trade 
between Great Britain and Canada, but 
having obtained power, be deliberately 
turned his back on this pledge, and down 
to this hour there is not a man in thio 
country who has been taken into his confi­
dence and been told what was the cause of 
thio overwhelming change of opinion on 
his part. It io very significant that be 
should have gone out of hie way to curse 
that which he was sent to bless.

I may say that Lord Salisbury does not 
agree with my right hon. friend in his 
view that inter-Imperial preference would 
interfere with free trade. He was written 
to by a gentleman in England as long ago 
as April 5, 1887, and he instructed his 
private secretary to reply as follows:

I am to reply that Lord Salisbury 
does not imagine that differential du­
ties in favour of our colonies, what­
ever may be said for or against them, 
can properly be described under the 
term protection.

1

He respecting a tariff of t 
the Empire. He replied 
definitely, but we shall 

day by WithSidoing that the tariff of hon. gentlemen op­
posite has raised the imports from the 
United States, no less than $37,500,000 dur­
ing the short period that they have been 
in power. I do not intend to say much 
more upon this subject, but I may say, in 
excuse for the very incoherent manner in 
which I am dealing with this subject that 
I have been following the extraordinary 
course pursued by the bon. Minister of 
Finance in introducing hie budget. S He 
passed from one subject to another, Back 
and forward, to and fro, and I am obliged 
to follow the very irrational course he pur­
sued in order to be consistent. I do not 
intend to detain the House in speaking 
upon the question of making machinery 
free used in the manufacture of beet root 
sugar, that cannot be manufactured in 
Canada. It is a policy that I entirely ap- 
prove of. When the question came up last 
year I ventured to advise my hon. friend 
to investigate it and see what action could 
be taken by the Government that would be 
calculated to promote the beet root sugar 
industry. I think, that if the sugar peo- 
ple are very thankful for what be has 
done, they are very easily satisfied, and 1 
am inclined to think that, although he has 
done something, has not investigated the 
subject with any very great degree of eare.

THE BRITISH WEST INDIES.

views and those of the

Cul. Vincent continues:
The United Empire 

now numbers quite tw 
Ministerialists in the Bi 
And yet. the hon. gen 

House that no man can 
land that will lend anv er 
sanction to these propos: 
obliged to detain the Ho 
this question because I er 
importance, and I am an 
fore the country, clearly I 
great issue that ie betw 
Hon. gentlemen opposite 
preference which we on 
House think is calculated 
thing ever being done th 
British Government and 
liament to negotiate on 
cause all there question 
gotiated on the principle 
We take our stand on 
protection. We say we 
protect the great industr 
try, and we couple with 
sition that no protection, 
right hon. gentleman has 
repeated again and, again 
tions, can be given to I 
tural interests of Canada 
pare for a moment with 
would derive in securing 
a duty upon the product 
tries going into the Britis 
give an advantage to Cat

THE OPINION OF
Now. Sir. the hon. gen 

every London journal see 
preferential trade. Why 
it? They did not scoff 
preference was thrown I 
fore they were told that 
ing for it. Here is whi 
on February 11, 1896:

It ie believed that 1 
Sir Charles Tupper to 1 
lead Canada to make s 
effort of preferential 1 
Mother Country. It 
the united Government 
will make a similar eff 
turn of foreign affairs, € 
ing Germany and Arne 
much popular impetus 
ment.
And yet, every London 

to the hon. gentleman, 
of obtaining inter-Im: 
trade. Now. let me refe 
trade. I suppose there 
the board of trade of I 
end Ottawa, who have 
shoulders, some men w 
knowledge of commercial 
as the Minister of Finane 
proposition that the hon at, derides, and says is * 
that it is a waste of tim 
not so regarded by the bo 
Montreal, Toronto and 0 
within the last month. P 
strongly affirming the de 
ing delegatee to a congres 
of Commerce, to press 
upon the associated eram 
of the Empire. T 
THE CONSERVATIVE

Sir, I do not propose t 
time than to move the r 
hold in my hand, and • 
by Mr. Foster:

That all the words a 
left out and the folio 
stead thereof:— “thisI 
ion that a system of m 
ference between Great- 
land and the colonies 
stimulate increased ore 
commerce between thes 
would thus, promote an 
unity of the Empire; 
measure of preference • 

- of the complete realise 
policy should ho consid 
satisfactory.”

And. what doee Mr. In
reply? He evidently saw that my right non. 
friend wae labouring under some hostile 
spirit, that could not very well be explain­
ed. Mr. Chamberlain knew what the posi- 
tion was. I wae over in 1896, after the de­
feet of my Government. I wae entertain­
ed there, I had the honour of dining with 
the United Empire Trade League. And, 
some members of that organization ex­
pressed their deep regret that I should 
have been defeated, because of the support 
that I wae prepared to give to inter-Imperial
preferential trade. I said: I am happy to 
be able to tell you that you are quite mis 
taken; that, instead of my defeat bei 
injury to inter-Imperial trade, it wi 
the reverse; the hon. gentleman who has 
defeated me. end who is now the Premier

en 
be

1 believed that then, and I believe it now.
That may not be felt—4

€ Fortunately we have been rescued from 
that, fortunately the abandonment of the 
tree trade policy that Lord Farrer spoke 
of, and the adoption of the exclusive pre- 

1 ference to England, has saved us from that 
v dancer we were exposed to under the 
L tariff of 1897, which was open to all the 
—world, as Lord Farrer said.

That may not be felt perhaps imme- 
diately, but at a very early day it will 
be felt; and, the gentlemen on the 
back benches have enlightened us by. 
telling us that after personal commu- 
nication, with the Government, they 
have obtained a pledge that this is only

of Canada, is pledged as strongly as I am 
in favour of inter-Imperial preferential 
trade, and has declared that one of the 
first things he would do, if he got power, 
would be to send a commission to Eng­
land to negotiate it, and I have the most 
unbounded confidence that he will keep hie 
pledge; and the result will be that you will 
have the Liberal party of which he ie the 
head, struggling to obtain this great boon, 
end the Conservative party standing, be­
hind them, giving all the aid and sympathy 
they can. Mr. Chamberlain said, in reply 
to the right hon. gentleman (Sir Wilfrid 
Laurier)—for he spoke later:

My Lord Mayor, if our self-governing 
colonies desire now or at any future 
time to take their share in the glories 
and in the responsibilities of the Em- 
pire they will find that we are ready 
to meet them more than half-way. and 
that we will make it our duty to es- 
tablish firmly that principle of our con­
nection: “Each for all, and all for 
each," upon which alone the stability 
and the prosperity of the Empire can 
depend and-----

Mark this, Mr. Speaker:
—if they are wishful to draw closer the 
commercial relations between themeel­
ves and us, now or at any future time, 
again I say we will meet them, end in 
no huckstering spirit. We will not 
treat this ae a transaction in a ledger,- 
to be weighed in proportion to the ex­
act balance of profit and loss. No. there 
18 a principle, and. as I have mid, a 
sentiment behind it which will carry all 
before it, because we see in such tight­
ening of Imperial boude a guarantee for 
security end continued unity.
I say, that the man who, in the face of 

that will say that there is no public man in 
England who will listen to the discussion of 
this question, that it ie scorned by the 
press end the people in that country, utter­
ly fails to grasp this subject, utterly fails 
to see it in ita true light. 23

STR WILFRID'S EXCUSE.
But. me right hon. friend came back, 

and, I wish to remind him of a point which, 
it seems, has escaped his notice. He was 
attacked for having betrayed the interests 
of Canada, for having failed to redeem 
the pledge he gave to the people. He 
went to Toronto and . gave hie answer. 
And, what was it? I will give hie exact 
words, ae taken in his speech in Toronto, 
after his return in 1897:

Certainly, if I thought I could have 
obtained for my country, for the pro- 
ducta of Canada, a preferential treat­
ment in the markets of Great Britain, 
I would not only have been wanting In 
patriotism, but I would here been 
wanting in reason I would simply 
have been an idiot-if I had failed to 
obtain such a preference. But let me 
my that above all. things, in matters 
political, I have learned my lesson from 
British precedents, and I know that all 
reforme have to be taken one step at 
a time, and be who endeavours to do 
more than that is likely to end tn fail­
ure
Then he went on to say that the treaties 

had been denounced, and that they wore 
the great hindrance in the way, and pro-

b

I find that he has taken to heart the ad, 
vise which I ventured, across the floor of 
the House, to extend to him in reference 
to the West Indies, I stated last year, 
and I repeat again, that I regard it 88 a 
most unfortunate thing that Great Britain 
should, owing to her hostility to counter- 
vailing duties, paralvze the industries of her 
possessions in the West India Islands, and 
reduce them to such a condition of diffi-

the entering of the wedge, and that 
it will be driven home until every ves- 
tige’ of protection is rooted out. My 
second and great objection is that 
this policy has destroyed the prospect 
of obtaining preferential trade, the most 
gigantic boon which, in my judgment, 
could he obtained for Canada, and one 
which, if the bon. gentleman was de- 

termined to make his attack on the in- 
dustries of the country, they ought to 
have secured, if for no other reason 
than as some compensation for the in­
jury they were doing.

and I moved this resolution:
That in the opinion of this House the 

reduction by 25 per cent, of the duties 
upon all imports except wines, malt 
liquors, spirits, spirituous liquors, li­
quid medicines and articles containing 
alcohol; sugar, molasses and syrups of 
all kinds, the product of the sugar 
cane, or beet-root, tobacco, cigars and 
cigarettes in favour of any country 
whose tariff is or may be made on the 
whole as low as that of schedule D, 
is calculated to imperil the industrial 
interests of - Canada, and is in principle 
opposed to preferential' trade of any 
kind with the Mother Country.

That on several occasions the Gov- 
ernment and Parliament of Canada 
have requested. Her Majesty to be 
pleased to take such steps as might be 
necessary to terminate the effect of the 
provisions of all treaties which prevent 
the Parliaments of the United King- 

Xdom and the self-governing colonies 
adopting such tariffs as may be re 

quired cfor the promotion of trade 
within the Empire, but no decisive ac- 
tion-has been taken in this direction.That the desire for preferential trade 
with the United Kingdom is now gen­
eral throughout Canada. %

That this House is of opinion that 
the Government of Canada should cause

2 cuity and embarrassment that she abso­
lutely had to advise them to endeavour to 
negotiate a treaty, and assisted in negotiat­
ing a treaty with a foreign power. When 
England has succeeded in placing the com­
merce of the British West India Islands, 
under the heel of the United States of Am­
erica, she has gone a long way, in my 
opinion, towards bringing about different 
sentiments in regard to the political rela- 
tions of those countries. I do not hesi- 
tate to say, having pressed this matter 
strongly on the attention of the hon. Min­
ister of Finance, that I am glad to find, 
as he said, in his very modest speech, that 
he was not above taking a little advice 
from, wherever it might come, and I am 
glad that he has adopted the policy of en- 
deavouring, at all events, to rescue Trini­
dad from that condition of things, which I 
regard as calculated to be fraught with very 
unpleasant consequences. I should be only 
too glad if a treaty can be arranged with 
Trinidad that will enable the productions 
of Canada to go in, in the freest possible

thing.
The Times newspaper of March 10, 1896, 

saisine Prime Minister has addresed a 
letter to Sir Howard Vincent, as hon-

Jorary secretary of the United Empire 
Trade League, in reply to the memorial 
presented last month by the council of 
that body, praying that notice might be 
given denouncing the clause in the com- 
mercial treaties with Germany and 
Belgium preventing British colonies 
from levying a lighter duty upon Brit­
ish goods than upon foreign goods, 
should they elect to do so. Lord Salis­
bury says that “since the accession to 
office of Her Majesty’s present advisers 
the question of the trade relations be­
tween the Mother Country and the eolo- 
nies has been taken into serious consid- 
eration, and that he ie in thorough ac- 
cord with the views expressed by Mr. 
Chamberlain as to the extreme im-

manner, sugars being taken in return. 1 
told my hon. friend, when be introduced 
his 25 per cent, tariff to the West Indies - 
that he would find it perfectly delusive,
and he now admits that be has failed to 
accomplish what be expected. I am glad 
to see this additional step taken, which I 
say is in the right direction. (Cheers).
IMPERIAL PREFERENTIAL TRADE.
Now, I come to the question of prefer­

ential trade, and if I am obliged to detain 
the House at a much greater length than 
I would like to do, if I am obliged to re­
iterate again and again, on the floor of the 
House the position I have taken on that 
important question of preferential trade, 
my excuse must be that I regard it as the 
most vitally important question that is to­
day before the people of Canada. I say 
that any system of inter-Imperial prefer­
ential trade that will give to the people of 
Canada the advantage of a preference in 
the markets of the Mother Country, is » 
policy so fraught with enormous results to 
the p ople that too much attention cannot 
be given to it. The hon. gentleman said, 
and I was greatly surprised to hear him 
make such a statement, that:

England, which after a great struggle 
under Bright and Cobden, had made 
the people’s food free, was asked to turn 
back the hands of the clock and tax 
the food of the people. England was 
asked again and again to accept this 
condition, and just so long as that de­
mand was made the great journals end 
the great leaders of thought in England 
seoffed at preferential trade of that 
kind.
That is a bold and unqualified statement, 

but, it is a statement which is not borne 
out by the facts. I say that the greatest 
journals of England have looked upon that 
measure with greet favour, and on mom 
than one occasion they hare indicated that - 
it was a question deserving of the most 
careful and thorough attention from the 
Government of that country. One hon. gen- 
tleman, going farther than the hon. Minis- 
ter of Finance, defied anybody to show one 
line in anything that bad been uttered, or 
said, or written by the Right Hon. Joseph 
Chamberlain in favour of that policy. I 
propose to draw the attention of the House, 
for a few moments, to this subject. The 
hon. Minister of Finance indicates that the 
Government have reached the hearts, and 
through the hearts, they have reached the 
stomachs of the people of England with 
Canadian productions, and have created a 
yearning desire for our cheese, our bacon, 
our butter and our eggs. Do these hon. gen­
tlemen remember, that when the McKinley 
tariff was passed and when the Liberal- 
Conservative Government said that they 
proposed to send eggs to England, they 
were met with a shout of derision by the 
Liberals of this country, because the hon. 
Minister of Trade and Commerce, being 
then supreme on financial and commercial 
questions in that party, held strongly to his 
pet doctrine that government were flies on

There ie a sweeping away of the whole 
foundation of my rirht hon. friend's posi­
tion when on the high road to obtain a 

His Grace the Duke of
Her Majesty's Government to lie ad- portance of securing as large a share as 

possible of the mutual trade of the 
United Kingdom and the colonies for 
British producers and manufacturers, 
whether located in the colonies or in 
the United Kingdom.
I do not think that bears out the state- 

ment made by the Finance Minister (Mr. 
Fielding). Then on the 25th of April, 1892. 
the Canadian Parliament passed this reso­
lution:

That if and when the Parliament of 
Great Britain and Ireland admits Cana­
dian products to the markets of the 
United Kingdom upon more favourable 
terms than it accords to the products 
of foreign countries, the Parliament 
of Canada will be prepared to accord 
corresponding advantages, by a reduc­
tion in the duty it imposée upon Brit-

the difficulties invised that so soon as
Cobden medal.the way are removed - the Parliament 

of Canada is ready to enter into a pre- 
ferential trade arrangement with Great 
Britain and Ireland.

That thia House cannot consent that 
any arrangement made by the Gov- 

* ernment of Canada with any country 
involving serious considerations of tar- 
Iff end revenue should become opera­
tive without the sanction and ratifica­
tion of Parliament.
Now, there is a policy, there is a state- 

ment, there ie the proof that this tariff I 
condemned in 1897 was radically in princi- 
ple unlike that which was introduced in 
1898, and we were ail glad to, get rid of 
the exposure of our industries to the com­
petition of the whole world under a pre­
ferential rate, and we were anxious to 
have it limited, if it must be given to 
anybody, to the Mother Country. Now, 
let us see what the Minister of Finance 
said in hie budget speech in regard to the 
United States:

If, in the United States there had 
been manifested any great desire to 
have better trade relations with us, I 
am sure there would be a very strong 
demand from many people in Canada 
for reductions in the tariff on Amer­
ican products. But our American neigh- 
bours feel it to be their duty, and they 
feel it to be consistent with their beet 
interests, not to encourage closer trade 
relations with Canada. And while they 
take that position, we do not think 
the moment is favourable for making 
reductions upon articles which are pro­
duced in the United States. The Joint 
High Commission, though it has not 
accomplished much, has not yet come 
to the end of its term. It is theoreti­
cally, at all events, still an open ques- 
tion. and though there may be no im- 
mediate prospecta of ita re-assembling 
it has not yet been dismissed by the 
only authorities who can terminate its 
existence. If we shall bars an, op- 
portunity of opening up trade relations 
with the United States. I am sure this 
Government will not fail to take advan- 
tage of it. or

Devonshire. made another pronounceme) 
and if by Mo speeches he did not mean■ to
invite the colonies to propose what mea­
sures they considered would contribute 
most to the unity of the Empire. I do not 
know what he meant. At the Merchant 
Tailors’ Hall, London, on July 5, 1897, be 
said:

We know that while our colonies and 
our dependencies can by a strengthen- 
ed unity greatly enlarge end enhance 
our power end influence in the world, 
yet et the same time we here much that 
we can offer to them, and which we do 
offer them; end it is not in the inter­
cut of the islands alone—it is in the 
interest of the whole English-speaking 
race—that we advocate the idea of
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That is our policy to-day, that is the
unity, and we urge upon you to take 

---- - --------------that it ie in your power 
ment and strengthen it.

every measure 
to take to ee

But, ladies and gentlemen, we I 
ourselves, the British race both 
end abroad, that we are not only a 
sentimental people, but a practical peo­
ple, and the idea which must have 
occurred to-many of us, after witness 
ing the demonstration at home and 
abroad which we have witnessed in

might not be ve 
vet let a little 
hon, gent

we say it is a question ′of trade.position we take.
of business; that it is a question i
That is a question which, under our con- 
stitution, has been confided to the people 
of Canada, and, Sir, we respond to the 
appeal made from high authorities in Great 
Britain on this question, and, we believe, 
with them, that it will promote the unity 
of this great Empire. We believe that we 
are right, and that it ie just and proper 
we should ask from Her Majesty’s Gov­
ernment, that they should adopt the 
policy with reference to Canada, that Can­
ada adopte in regard to Great Britain.

There to anothe 
since be came b thee the Bretdim- 

y, be would do every-
here indown< cuity out ci 

thing in hie 
for Canada.

the
power to obtain this greet 

What step has he t*1-6 having 

dollardown to this hour? He has done nothi 
but block every effort made in this Hot 
to take M l that 
cuity had been remove 
to do everything, he

the exporte se 
Britain, wi thing that

question. But. Sir, if England 18 going 
England
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plished atto give us that preference, 

would expect something from these recent time ie. what is to be the 
practical outcome of it all; what are 
the measures which we are about to 
take in order to satisfy the aspirations

us in re- ityand he wee ready 
a done toes thanturn. What to it she would expect? 

England would expect that we would 
come as closely to her own system of 
free trade as it is possible for us to 
come. England does not expect that 
we should toko her own system of free 
trade such as she has it: but I lay 
it before you, that the thing the Eng­
lish people would expert in return is 
that, instead of a principle of protec­
tion, we should adopt the revenue form 
of tariff, pure and simple. These are 
the conditions on which we can have 
that boon.
The right hon. gentleman says now that
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hich, asCHAMBERS OF COMMERCE OF THE 
EMPIRE.

I may say that at the second meeting of 
the Chambers of Commerce of the Em- 
pire, I moved a resolution, proposing that 
a 5 per cent, duty should be imposed by 
Great Britain in favour of the products of 
her colonies, and against foreign products, 
and that was defeated by a vote of the 
Chambers ef the Commerce of the Empire, 
47 voting against and 37 voting for.) In an 
article I contributed to one of the maga- 
sines of the day, I showed that if the 
delegates from Australia and South Africa 
had voted in accordance with the instruc­
tion they had received from the Chambers
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