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—

Golden Klondike

with Fifty Bulls O’r Mountain
Ranges, Frozen Streams and Un-

known Trails.
From Saturday’s Daily

Before the era of transcontinental rail-
ways and while still the roadway to

the pacific lay over the interminable, }

hoof beaten trail, George W. Lang, of
wﬁntonia, was famous. When there
% shiortages in' the live stock mar-
“in certain districts, adventurers

perds over mountains, prairie and
desert, from sections where there was
plenty, and of this class he was the
most adventurous, The requisites for a
great drover were courage, coolness,
| perserverance, endurance- and an un-
; limited aniount of patience, and hé“was
: truly great, for with these virtues he
was liberally endowed. Years ago,
‘when a great drought in California
threatened a meat famine, he bought
immeuse herds on the fertile Texas
plains and drove them ovér the scroch-
ing Nevada deserts to California. -He
jscredited with being the first to ac-
complish this feat. From the Atlantic
to the Pacific he was always to be found
bu’ing stock where it was cheap and
driving 1t to where it commanded high
prices. So he lived, makipg large
snms of money on a successful drive, to
lose it again when disease or lack of
water and grazing.on the trail cut down
* his Herd by thousands. But the rail-
roads came, Against this cheap and
expeditious mode of transportation he
could not compete, and the activity of
his life became but a memory.
As old age was fast overcoming his
energies, the report came of fabulous
discoveries of gold in the distant north.
Concurrent, too, the report of
great . shortage of food in the district.
1t carried him back to the golden days
of ’’49. He remembered that then the
poor prospector of one was the
millionarie of the next! thought,
too, of when
mounted on a broncho, he herded cattle
on the trail. The the dust
cloud raised by the thousands of desert-
parched steers as they scented the river
nostrils;

was

day
He
drives

those stirring

odor of

from afar again greeted his
Memories of the pust were
glowing tints, and his
urged him to new
conceived the idea of buying up herds

draught or

painted in
restless  spirit
achievements. He
of steers and using them as
pack animals to prospect the vast coun-
tty lying between Edmonton and the
Klondike. FEven if they feund nothing
1 mineral the stock would
a big profit where meat was worth $1
It that his

dissuade

live yield

a pound. was in vaip
friends and
him. He could not believe that he was
old and that the trail was impractical
—~they had told him that the
Nevada deserts, and about all the great
drives he had made in the past. ‘ This
will be my last drive,'’ he told a friend
88 he stepped on the train at Los An-
geles in the fall of 1897. ‘‘After this
Lshall settle downgto a quiet life’’
Such was to be f feat of a
life of adventure.

In the early winter of 1897 he reached
Edmonton and buy up a
herd 50 dozen more
borses and a stock of provisions intend-
ed to last the party until they reached
their destination. Early in February,
1898, he was ready to start. The first
objective point was Lesser Slave lake.
To this point the townspeople reported
that a trail had recently put
through much shorter than the freight
road to Athabasca Landing and up Slave
river which had been used for years.
Bat sterp experience had taught this
old fox of the trail that short cuts as a
Tale were disastrous, and that one will
bever go wrong by following the old
established trails. Consequently while
the inexpcncnccd multitade were
Searching for the trail that did not ex-
Ist and trying to find a way over a
Mauntain feet of snow, with
horses weakened and perishing trom
Bunger, the Lang outfit with their slow

family tried to

about

the crowning

proceeded to

of oxen, a or

been

in four

moving oxen pulled into the Slave lake
post, "

The taces of the men showed fatigue
and

= xl:lck of .slecp‘ ;n?d their voices
i the Oarse with shouting to the oxen
ayli h’t""’m‘r of bull-punchers. From
'hmfn they traveled until dark, never
hasd tag at noon, but munching at
walked C_k and eating snow as they
L and shouted. Then hcforg sup-

:: 'the Stock must be fed and cared
e " t0 the successful drover the
18 of first importance, and ufen

Merely incidental. Then almost as

OROVER LANC'S LAST DRIVE

 started From Edmonton for the

stock must be fed dgain, ere' the men

their toilsome ' march. ‘Harly on. the
way one of the men sickened and was
forced to .turn back, and ancther de-
serted. .This" increased the burden on
those remaining, but in no way weak-
‘ened the strong purpose of the leader.

At this post many stopped a few days
to rest, but to the Lang outfit, who fore-
saw the breaking-up of the Peace river,
there was no such word. The very next
morning the -oxen were yoked to their
heavily laden sleighs, and started over
the trail to Peace River Landing, 86
miles distant. From' this point it was
intended to follow up Peace river on
the 1ce 300 miles to Fort St John,
from whicl place there was supposed
to be a“pack trail leading to the north
by a way noione seemed clearly to un-
derstand.

Here began a contention between the
oxen outfit and those traveling with
horses, The former bad but a few men
to bandle a'dozen ox teams, horses and
loose cattle, \ The latter had a driver
to every team. Tempted perhaps by
some browsing in the snmow by the
path, the loose cattle wounld block the
trail tor the teams, and if a loud shout:
ing ‘and cursing were ineffective it
would be necessary tof'the first driver
to wade {drward through the deep snow.
In this way it took time'to get the
whole outfit moving each time, and the
trailers behind were forced \to wait,
and give vent to ' their impatience in
persistent inquiries or muttered \curs-
ing. -Those who followed over the trail
days afterwards - knew something ‘of
their trouble, for at frequent intervals
was inscribed in the snow by the road-
side: “Damn the bulls!”’

But the Peace river was reached and
along its broad trail there was room
for the hurried
enmity ceased.

ones to pass, and all

Here began a period of mental anx-
iety and physical strain.” The Chinook
wind began to blow and from excessive
cold, the temperature rose rapidly nbov;
the freezing point and the ice began to
soften. Soon formed
over the ice, and places the
channel of the river was exposed. - The
outfits the shore, or
if compeiled to travel in the center of
the rivtr,ua horseman herded the loose

pools of water

in swift

hugged closer to

caftle away from the most dangerous
spots.

through

hoofs  breke

softened

Oceasionally

the sup ice, and it

was deemed advisable to travel by night
when the ice was firmer. When a horse
or an ox bhreaking through the i1ce was

yoked 1n a team the others were either

pulled in after, or they succeeded in
putling the unfortunate out. If Joose,
unless roped in time he would be car-
ried away by the current, or if pulled

that he
In this way,

out, in wany cases so injured

would have to be kiljed
working always, and sleeping never
they

and each/day theyrisked 1ife and prop-

made slow but  steady progress,

erty on/the treacherous, honey-combed

ice. Those who had already reached
Fort St. John were informed by each
late arrival ‘‘the bulls are coming!’’
It was nearing the middle of April

was daily
Mr. Lang

when the ice on Peace river
expected to

with the first section of his outfit pulled

break up, when
up the river bank to the flat on which
is built the Hudson Bay Company trad-
ing_post of St. Jobn. The
expected in the following
rain fell during the
rose and they were forced to the bank.
Later they cut a trail overland and
packed their goods to the fort,

Some of them were ot the opinion
that it was the mental
worry of that terrible journey up Peace
river; others argued that he was too
old and should never have attempted
a journey that would undermine even
the strongest constitutions of youth;
the deeply religious said it was a judg-
ment of . Providence
Sundays, while more. affirmed simply
that his time bad cowme and it could
not be otherwise. Whatever the cause,
George Lang had been at the post but
He was sick

others were
day, but a
night, the water

fatigue and

for

one day when he fell ill
before, but bis directing hand could not
be spared and so no one knew. He
was taken to the house, and
given the best care the post afforded,
but he sank A doctor in ove:-
alls came in
teered his professional
failed to imuprove. The weeks passed,
the ice broke and ' passed the
river, ‘the oxen 1attened on the green
grass starting from the suony slope of
the nill, but 1n the trader’s house a
form wasted, and a face looked ghastly
in its long tobacco stained beard, while
a delirious brain herded cattle on the
plains. It was decided that the only
lope was-to attempt to get him to civ-
ilization, so they carried him carefully
to the river bank and laid bim gently
into a canoe. The swift current carried

officer’s

lower,
ovzr the trail and volun-

services, but he

out ot
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it seems, the voice of the mddnﬁﬁblé‘
drover sounds ““Roll—ont!”’ and the

snatch a hasty breakfast and resume

traveling—on|

difficolty. But it was in
had gone buta short distance down
tiver when the spirit of George W.
Lang passed \away. ~He had made his
last drive,
He was t n to'the trading post of |
Dunvegan, and 10 the wildness of nd-
ture, where he loved best to live, he was
laid to rest. L
While here ends the story. uf the or<
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the outfit to packages suitable for pack-
ing. In May the pack ‘saddles were
completed, the cinches and ropes were
prepared and the draught animals were
copverted into beasts of burden. To
usé” Western parlance they ‘hit the
trail.” They would make Fort Gra-
bani, 150 miles distant, from that point
they would go to Sylvester’s Landing,
500 miles farther. They were told that
there was no pack trail and that the
journey was impossible, but these men
knew that there are no obstacles of na-
ture thet patience and persistence will
oot overcome. They cut trees from
their path to allow the pack animals to
pass. They forded small rivers and,
coming to larger ones, they rafted their
provisions and swam their stock. In
crossing muskegs, or bogs, if by rea-
son of his sharp hoofs an ox became
mired, he was dug out, and, throwing
a rope over his horrs, dragged to solid
ground. If a leg was broken in doing
80 he was shot and after the choicest of
the flesh was cut off for iood, was left
for the bands of coyotes and wolves
that fattened on the trail.

Early in August the outfit reached
Fort Graham, after crossing three sum-
mits of the Rocky mountains.: The
stock was in good condition, but the
men ‘were dust grimed and thin., The
next day they left for Sylvester’s Land-
ing on the Dease river. A short time

more there was a deep rooted belief
among them that when white men en-

they supptemented  threats
men attempted to cross the divide to
Dease river they would set fire to the
country and burn up the feed so their
stock could get mo grasing.”’ With this
threat they left for the moufitains,

The men in charge of the oxen outfit,
however, had heard Indian threats be
fore, and to this report they gave the
attention they
the natural obstacles of the trait.
haa
thousand mile mark on

same had previously to
With
other parties who reached this
their journey,
they continued into the unknown. The
Indians had made no idle threats, Be-
fore the trailers had gone a
miles on the way, a dense smoke cloud
was seen ahead, and
were in the middle of a burning wilder-
Here,
tience were required, for if a stampede
should result among the pack animals
not only the stock, but their
supply of provisions would be
the flames. So, regardless of their own
safety they herded them
drove them through the flames, and into
the still smoking country beyond. Nor
was the danger over here, for trees,
with their supporting roots
were now falling on all sides, and even
this danger past the country was effec
tively biocked by fallen trees, and the
trail, never clearly ‘marked, had
tirely disappeared. Vet they struggled
on, and bow well, those following
after, who pnever saw the outfit, can tes-
tify, for in the labyrinth of misieading
trails, where muskegs windfalls
compelled a choice of paths, they had
long, learned to look for the cloven
hoof prints which marked the passage
of the Lang outfit, and the

hundred

véry soon they

ness. indeed, coolness and pa-

entire
lost in

carefnlly,

burned,

en-

and
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bulls!’’ became the standing direction
of the trail,

Just before winter closed in they
stopped on a little stream l.-y!hcgd.
wood lake, 75 miles fromi Dease' river,
and prepared to winter. There we last
saw them. Their herd was reduced to
23, and the men were standing to their
knees in ice cold water they en-
deavored with scythes to cut engugh
frozen marsh carry the stock
over till spring, when they shoula re-
stithe their journey.

How many the cold winter
spared and how many of these were pot
needed to keep the men from starva-
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grass to

long,
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tion is not known, but certain it is that
up to thiy time no portion of the G.
W. Lang outfit bas reached Dawson
City. ~Sidney Church
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