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“Pest Wie Der Stein” "
(By Victor MacClure.) -
This is a story of & German
prigoner and it was told by a Brit-
ish officer straight from the west
front. . The officer came right away
from the leave train to the club, to
pass the time until his train for the
north left another terminis, One
could see that he had not long left
the line. His boots were dusty and
his uniform was soiled; he carried
a ragged pack, ripped and torn.
When he was asked what had made
the rents in his pack, his reply was
brief but pithy, ‘“‘machine gun.”
Here was a man, hard as nails,
burnt brown-red in the face, quick
and decisive in movement, with cap-
able broad brown hands.  The
change was remarkble, even in these
days of war-hewn figures, and we
felt that he was well worth listen-

ing to when he started to talk to a,

little group that formed round him
in the smoking room.

‘“‘How are things going?” someone
acked, as usual.

“Things are going well for us.
The German is beaten—now don’t
anybody be silly and ask me why
the war hasn’t stopped. - What I
mean is that we have definitely
taken the measure of the Boche and
that we have whacked all the re-
siliency from him. We have more
gung than he, we have better men.
That’s another thing that you folk
cannot understand—just how good
our men are. Thney are the fines?*,
cheeriest, toughest and best men you
ever saw. We can beat the Hun
in gun-power any day, but if it were
not for our men, it would be use-
less, I say that as a gunner.

*“This Messines show, now—it was
carried out under the nose of the
Boche to a great extent—and hé
was powerless to gtop it. As a proof
of our superiority, it is ‘entirely
convineing,

“With regard to his troops, his
shifts to keep up their morale must
be very dexterous. In a way, one
is sorry for the poor devils who have
to face our fire. My Lord, to hear
the barrage when we let her g0
properly! It is like some huge ma-
chine gun or a lang roll on great
kettle drums, punciuated by close
thumps on a mighty bass drum. The
reports of the field guns make one
big roar and you can hear the
lieavies, ‘bump-boom-ur-r-r-r-ump-
ump-ump’ all the while. Over in-
1he German trenches the earth and
1urf fly up among columns of smoke
that never die down. It simply
obliterates—that’s all. £

“You know that when I was a
youngster I lived some time in Ger-
many and that I can get along fair-
1y well with ‘the langhage? Well,
aiter that Messines affair, I came
down the line and happened on snine:
Boche prisoners. There was one of
the crowd of them who looked as if
every nerve in his body was jang-
ling, and I.couldn’t help giving hir
some cigarettes, and the time of
day. As far as I can remembhert, this:
is what he said:

*“ ‘Your guns nearly drove us mad
—it was terrible—I am shaking
even yet when I know I am safe.
For four fearful days and nights
we were exposed to your terribie
fire without a Ilull. Two days of
the four togéther we had nothing
to eat or drink, your deadly guns
cut off all supply. I was with othsr
eight men in a dugout and it wis
blown in time and again, ahd ‘we

had to dig'ourselves out eévery half- |

hour it seemed. We would o
sooner have the dugout cl.eaged than

G | Humber of workers must )
{irom going to the mines and shops:

1the Hun in his first mad rush to

S '_‘-, 1'
 Opecials!
New' Prunies 15¢ and i8¢ 1b. ¥
New Seedless Raisins 18c Ib.

Light Sultana Raisins ..20¢ 1b. &
: e . clb.. but food.

Mixed Peel ...

Corn Syrup 25¢ 55¢ $1 per pail
Royhl Blend Coffes .45¢ per tin. §
1 Pail Marmalade (4 1bs.) s
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1 peck Cooking Apples for 75¢
All Xmas Candies and Nuts in
Stock. ;

Cash Bargain !
Grocery

' 104 DALHOUSIE STREET
Béth Photies No. 290

{to do our utmost for the children of

|appéal judge to-day disaliowed "'th®

% |Bpeaking, of vital importance to the
jnation and (2) that although the
iplacing of Guthier would necessarily

1 We would be smothered again.
‘'was among those who faced. you on
the Somme, but though we thought
that nothing could be worse than
your fire then, this has made the
Somme Yook like,a gentle pat.

often—as often as five times in 'one
day—and there were times that we

light again. hy
madmen to dlg ourélves out.

your grealt mine-throwers would
blow each new one in ‘as sbon as we
changed. - Night and day there was
no rest for us, though the night was
calmer than the day. y

“‘That is the existence of the
common German soldier. The of:
ficers have shell-proof dugouts and
they are placed so that “the fire
cannot reach them. Sometifes
their refuge fails and we—the com-
mon soldiers-—cannot but be glad.

“ ‘In the evening the survivors of
each company are mustered for roll
call. Last night there were only
five of my company who answered.
_I did get some splinters of a shell
In my face and arm, but I was not
wounded badly enough to be allowed
to go to the hospital. At the time
I was disappointed; bt it is befter
to be in your hands as & prisoper
than to go back to Germany fo
mend again for the slanghter. It
is nothing but slaughter for us and
we realize that the English are now
stronger than we. I cannot forget
your fire; it ‘blots gut everything
and the only thing that shows us|
where our trenches were, is a post
or itwo with shreds of wire hanging
from them—all that ig left of the
'Wire entanglements. We gradually
lost all we had—buried—and now-
we have just what you see we are
wearing. - I am thankful to get out
of it and wher I write and fell my
mother that I am in English hands
her anxiety will be over’ " ;

BIG DEBATE NE IEK
By Courler Leased WNIr]:XT i
Paris, Dec. 13.—The hi °
on the Caillaux case, whichg ﬂ;ieel;itr:
mer.premier has given to understand
will Sweep away a pack of unfound-
ed gossip, is not likely to occur be-
fore next Tuesday. The committtee
of elevéen which the Chamber of De-
puties will elect to report on Gon-
eral Dubgu’s applicatfon, will be un-
able to complete its work befora, that
time. The committea, to enable it
to reach conclusions, is entitled to
hear M. Caillaux and Deputy. Lous-
talot, nlso under charges; members
of the goverument or even Genernl
Dubail. It may not summon wit-
nesses, nor does it have to eoncern
itself with the question of Jurisdic-
tion. Its role is exclusively to de-
cide whether sufficient cause has
bheen shown to justify the raising of
parliamentary inviolability.

BREAD MADE FROM FERMEN1-
ED FLOUR, STRAW AND
HORSE HAIR.

News from Liégs, Belgium, - re-
ceived through the Consul-Geneval
for Belgium:in Ottawa, indicates
that the' food problem is about as
sericus as it ean be.” Thé ration
of bread is reguli(r, but is often
hardly fit to eat, being prepared
from fermented flour, containing
straw and horse hair. as well as ajl’
sorts of debris. Bread from Holland
could be used, but being of a Hedvy
quality it .becomes mouldy before it
can be distributed in Liege. As one
result from want of food, a grent
abstata

It lis not difficult to imagige ' on
what short rations are the ‘poor [
children of  Belgium living— th>
children of the heroes who ¢checked

conguer Paris, It becomes a duty
&g well as a privilege for us to 49
what we can for those who indeed

iproved themselves our saviors, Thel::

spirit of Christmas should arouse us

Belgium, who ask not fancy Bifts,—

" LAW STUDENT MUST SERVE' '
Ottawa, Dec. 14.—The central

exemption of a Quebec law. student,
L. G. Gauthier, on the grounds (1)
that in oxisting circumstances, the
work of the lawyer is not, relatively

involve hardship, the hardship Was
‘hot of such a natire as to be con-
sidered’ exceptional,
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tried getting into new dugouts and |

“ ‘It was horrihle to be buried ﬁoJ s
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thought we' should never see the |
We had to toil l$§
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And "i"-e-aﬁ'-‘i‘rms:} to the eléétors that JOHPi HAROLD is the only candidate represent-
o ing the Union Government in this riding. :

i Formé.'AJ :

Namber

> Week-End Lat
o kT
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Send the followiag ¢ subject to the
_on back heredf. which are hereby agreed to -
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MR JOHN IAROLD
PARIS

YOS HAVE RECEIVED AND STILL HOLD THE PORMAL'ENDORSEMENT,OF .THE UNIONIST
‘GOVERNMENT AS'ITS CANDIDATE|IN BRANT I NOW REPEAT THAZ ENDORSEMENT AND
I_HUPE THAT THE PRIENDS,OF,WNTON{GOVERNMENT JIN[BRAN?. WILLY SUPPORT 2oy’
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MR GB ROBINSON .
 ®  CHAIRMAN UNIONIST. COMMITTEE
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JOUN.HAROLD HAS BEEY DVLY:ENOORSED BY ME AS THE CANDIDAZE FOR UNION
GOVERNMENT, IN BRANT AND 1 URGE ALL'FRIENDS AND SWPPORZERS OP UNION '
GOVERNMENT, TO_VOTE FOR HIN. R

R L RORDEN -

The Union Government Committee
for Brant.
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