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FORTY SEVENTH YEAR

HE GOURIER, BRANTFORD, C

Halifax and "Darr m

WASHINGTON FIXES LOSS

OFLIFE AT FIVE THOUSAND

Belgian Relief Ship Collided Withl a
French AmmunitionVessel in Halifax

Halifax Feels Blast
nantly Than Any 1
ion Has Yet Felt it-
Today a Mass of Wreckage and a
Scene of Death

4

-

Of War More Poig.
j Part of the Domin-|
--Populous City

HALIFAX, N.S,, DEC. 7.

DAY MORNING BY AN EXPLO

_HALIFAX WAS SHOCKED-TO ITS VERY HEART YESTER-
SION WHICH LEFT A TRAIL OF DEATH AND RUIN UN-

sithntg 3 . |PARALLELED IN TH R ANY OTHER CANADIAN CITY. A
Harbor, Resulting in a Terrible Dis-| THE HISTORY OR THIS OR ANY O

aster on Sea and

By Courier Leased Wire

Land

k'll‘l‘“mhmgm"' D.N,' 7—VFive thHusand are believed to have boen
illed in the explosion in Halifax harbor and the fire which swept

nnr.lh Halifax and Dartmouth, N.s. accovding to adviess from
naval commander reaching (lee Vavy department early to-day. The

a

n“‘yrl(‘](’“""l"i' said ‘!“‘»"0 figures Jrad not been verifiad, however.
wl:e report as given out vy the Navy department is as follows:
Mokt The following report was réceied from a naval commander at
14 ax:

“While fifty two miles at sea the explosion of

ship. was seen and heard.

a munitions

Upon 2 rival, assistance was offered to

BASIN.

FRENCH MUNITION STEAMER, CARRYING
| INCLUDING, IT IS SAID, A CONSIDERABLE QUANTITY OF TRINITROTOLUOL,
MOST HIGHLY EXPLOSIVE MATERIAL MANUFACTURED;
STEAMER, CAME INTO COLLISION OFF PIER
A DECK CARGO OF BENZINE ON THE MUNITI
FEW MINUTES LATER THE FOUR THOUSAND TO
PLODED WITH A TERRIFYING ROAR AND A CRASH THAT
QUAKE FOR HUNDREDS OF MILES ARQUND.

Halifax, Dec. 7-—The ‘war has touched Halifax:
Where only a few hours ago the most prosperous ci ty in Canada stood secure in her own defences, un-
afraid and almost apathetic, there are now heaps of ‘ruigms.
and property, and words fail to describe the mental anguis
by one cruel stroke. The busy thriving North End, f

No one

Sorrow and anguish are-left in its

FOUR THOUSAND TONS OF MUNITIONS,

THE
AND A -BELGIAN RELIEF

NO. 8, JUST AT THE ENTRANCE OF THE
ON BOATIGNITED, AND A
NS OF MUNITIONS ABOARD EX-

MADE 'THE EARTH

trail.

can yet estimate the loss of life

h of those who have lost home and dear ones
rom the sugar refinery to Creighton’s Corner, is

|

WAREDFTEN

‘Discomfort of Refugees and Work of

|

Rescuers, Impeded by Inc}gmen‘(:y‘ Qf
Weather Conditions at Site of Dis-
aster This Morning ‘

—_—

Halifax, Dec. 7.—Following

in the wake of death and destruc-

tion in this city yesterday, a heavy snow storm get in early this morn-
ing, adding to the discomfort of the homeless, and impeding the
work of the rescuers. Fires are still burning in the devastated area,
anil the fire department is still at work. The fall”of snow, however,
will assist them in subduing the fires in the ruins. The dethned
area extends from North street o Africville on the shores of Bed-
ford Basin, about two miles, and from the water front west to Go--

tingen ‘street, #bont’

thrée-quarters of a mile.

Special trains from

Moncton, Truru and Windsor have arrived here, bringing doctors,

the authorities, and. the following Je: nine ire
“““"f:fAl"]‘;“{"g up t](_) fth? iexplu{i(,,l:;dmed i e RO g just a mass of broken, splintered timbers, of powde red brick and stone and human bodies crushed to
elgian relief ship co'lided with a French munitions ves- pulp or charred and blackened by fire. 7 v
sel loaded with three thousand tins of P.N.T., and a large guantity e Many and conflicting wereythe stories of the origin of the explosion{ but the real story was at
of benzine. Due to the collision, the banzine caught on fire, and as lasties |—two vessels had collided, and iti hi Although.believed to be el
‘ s sdon sm the, fitesstarted the, CteW labamdoncd: S ekt ast learned—two vessels had collided, and one was a munition ship. ough believed to purely
e Howie and Fecly shore before the explosion took vlace ocd accidental, it was nevertheless due to and caused by conditions the war created. ~The crash came as
PHONE 2482 “ ‘Practically all of North Halifax was destroyed and all of suddenly and unexpectedly as the Zeppelin bombs, have fallen upon the undefended English towns, and
of Temple Bldg. the windows and doors in Haliayx and Dartmonuth wera demolish- he effect has been the same. Five minutes before +the explosion, men were going about their busi-
1 is here. Cold weather ed. ness: women were busy in their homes and children ‘played about the floors or were hurrying to school.
Up the harbor steamed a ship laden with munitions, and down the-harbor came a ship flying the Nor-

* nurses and medical supplies.
Special trains with injured have also been sent to Windsor and
other points, where there are large hospitals. - : ‘ :
__ Bnsiness is still suspended, and will be for days. All"the
schools and colleges in the city have been closed and will not re-open
“until after the New Year. - s
There is wreck and ruin on every side. There is not a building

in the city that did not suffer from damage. All'are without glass,
plaster is down and windows and doors shattered.’ 1 !

" On every side, carpenters and property owmners are boarding up
their premises to keep out the storm. All the power plants are: stilt
idle. No new estimate of the dead and injured was avi

TINSMITHS

h & Cleator

ship,

jow. Look to your re- |

At is believed there arve five thousand dead, but these fig-
Furnace work a spe-

ures cannot be confirmed. The explosion sunk three ships and

nts for “New Idea”
Furnace

IMATES GIVEN
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ctric Work

e Returned Soldier do
ectric work, All orders
Pn prompt attention

badly damaged many others,

Swrvivor's Tale.

Halifax, N.S., Dec. 7.—Wil-'
liam Bartcn, former telegravh
T, AL 3

the Imperial Mimnitions Board,
Ottawa, was. at breakfast in the
Halifax Hotel, when the éxplo-
sion took place. He relates his
experiences as follows:

Over Soon.

f " Thy 1mins of the buildings
burning ficrcely in North Haliluy?

—— e ————

are now

mediate vicinity of the disaster,
for among many theéories we

. accepted #S Mpst- .

SWing up of a __ ¥
Towards Citadel Hill we wend-
ed our way and the further we
went the more horrible the
aftermath. Improvised stretch-
ers met us on all sides com-
verging into the main thorough-

wegian flag.

% Halifax, N.S., Dec. 6.—Many hun-
dreds of people are dead and thous-
ands are .njured and homeless be-
cause of a frightful explosion and
the fire which followed. All the ex-

shrieks and moans rose for a second above the awin
children ran into the streets, many of them insuffici ently .clad. . To ad
sdin a hundred places, and those who were pinnied downeby debris-mret the-mbst horrible death.

. They drew nearer, and in some way the two vessels came into collision.
minutes after the collision'before the explosion occurred.

tered all over the northern part of
the city, and the violence of the ex-
plosion wreeked -all the buildings in
that part of the eity. ;
Hundreds of Dead.

At the first shock, houses rocked, vessels !
broke from their moorings, bits of shells whistled thfough the air, buildings fell upon their occupants,
1 din, and in all.parts of the city, men; women and

It- was 25

i A Lower F{Jgure. i
Haljfax, Dec. 7.—Up to on to-

; ,\‘;i:en_-vu-m change nein the
“ipolice estimede-of the nuutber of:
{ casualties in. ygsterday’s. pﬁtagiropltle. "
i ; There are about 2,000 dead and the
plete destructiont bg_firev._ Beyond same number of injured, two-thirds
ﬁ';ﬁttﬁi%eﬁhgu‘{‘i,‘}d;;ﬁ;:fn:’m{?ﬁ, of, the latter suffering cuts from
and houses at least being burned or ﬂy&;gémsz.ens Bl .Conthiiie

started work early this morning and

add to the harrors, fire brake out

wrecked.

duty on all the streets-of the city last might.’

rangements” for _ dispatching a
third relif train. at 11 am:to-
York ' to catyy

morning. Blue jackets from an American warship in port did -patrol :

train, through as fast as pos-.

sible.

A

Boston, Dec. 7.—A special °

train carrying a Red Cross unit,

treme north end of the city is de- Great structures were unroofed | ly wrecked in the north end are
vastated. The city is cut off from:|land demolished. The water-front | absolutely windowless and it~
telegraphic communication with the:} was wrecked from the C.G.R. ter-.| habitable. No house in the emtire
world, and this message is being | minals noﬁh’w'nmiia to F?i:vl:vvl‘; ltfvm cilty escapéd 'tfhihde:trml:ltlion lolf tn.s
sent by special train to Truro, there | miles. distante, and westward half. & { glass, some o e dwellings in thorities have wired Halifax they et :
.| to be.put on the wire. milé almost to the North-west Arm.|distant south end even losing all | o;an accommodate five hundred in- ;moovl;oli;, t:.harse of. Hun:;v
The disaster was caused primarily | which' bounds thereby on:that side, | their glass and all of them & large | jureq in the military hospital. o8 'the-des h-mo"m“““_ r:"u of
by the Belgian relief steamer, the | The people were killed as they stood | portion of it. No man can yet tell The civie authorities and the PR e pamt:de by’ -3 :
Imo, going out.and a French muni- | in- their houses along the water-|the number of dea}d. Your corre- | newspapers of Halifax are making Jackson, manager of the local ;
tion steamer, the Mount Blanc, en- |front and others met death by the |spondent counted 300 dead, and it |every endeavor to secure the names division of the Red after
tering the harbor, coming into col- crashing structures which made |is not likely that or}e-'third of the | of the dead and wounded, but 4" contereiice by & one with
lision. - Then the munitions ship |escape impossible. In a few minutes | bodies have yet-been‘found. Ome of | everything is in such a state of chaos | officials of the organization at -
took fire and the crew left ler. |fires broke out in scores of places, | the military officers made the esti- | that little progress is being made. Washington -
They landed on the Dartmouth |and soon. the . north-eastern portion | mate, which ‘he considers consgerva- Kitchener Gives. s o s
shore,-and soon after the ship blew | of the city was in flames. This in- | tive, that there were 500 dead, but Kitehener, Ont., Dec. 7.—At a 5 ienes —_— i
up with 5,000 tons of high explo- cluded the drydock buildings, the |the number may easily rul to a |special meeting of the City Council | ° -The boys at the front are
sives. The Belgian ship was beach- | railway statioms, the dockyard . and | thousand. AT this morning the sum of $10,000 gy
ed on the shore of the harbor op- | every structure’ on the - water-front The blame for the collision was unanimously voted for relief of usy. VOte fOl’ COCkSM
posite Halifax. Fragments of the northwards, while west of that placed on the nilot of the Qolglan

fares from the highways and
byways. Blood was every-
where, dripping from hideous
ing, then an indescribable noise wounds still unhid from prying
followed by the fall of plaster eyes.. But most of these un-
and the smashing of glass. In fortunates could hobble -or
such moments the human mind walk. We kepnt onyards.

does not hesitate: A cryv went “Qur hurry-scmrry had led to
up, “A German bomb.” A rush the armory. Here the khaki-
for the door headlong down clad men were already on pa-
the hallway amid falling pic- rade, many of the soldiers
tnres, glass and wnlaster to the showing wounds which had not
swing doors of a few seconds placed them hors de combat.
hefore now ripped from their Wounds which 3’ handkerchief
hinges, through great project- tightly bound had covered, yet
ing triangular pieces of glass throngh which the blood con-
to the street. Here I found gealed or still flowing, conjured
myself with a burden. How to the mind base hosvitals of

“In tem seconds it was all
over. A low rumbling, a quake
shock, with everything vibrat-

are making/every provision possible
for the care of the homeless. The and thirty nurses and ,a guan-
survey is also being made of the tity of medical and-other sup-
devastated area. The Windsor au-. lies, will start for Halifax this

The houses not comil:‘te-
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she had come into my arms T

do not know, yvét here she was

hysterically shrieking: “Oh,

my poor sister, my poor sister.”
‘Was Unharmed.

“QOutside overhead a giant
smoke cloud was moving north-
ward. Danger seemed over. I
crossed the road, laid my fem-
inine burden on a doorstep and
returned to the hotel.

“My aid, for I was un-
scathed, was possibly needed
far more there. I made my
way upstairs to the rooms of
two friends. They were vacant,
but undamaged, .even the glass
unbroken and few panes of
glass remain unbroken in this
area. Once more I was in the
street, meeting my companions
on the threshold. They, too,
were unscathed. ’

Hurried Aid.

plans were quickly
We were off to the im-

WEATHER BULLETIN

s - il Dec. Bee. - 7.—
i HOW LONG DO :;u il The disturbance

| THINK A BATHIN ¢ i raq
SUIT SHOLLD B° eiioh = was <o
south  At-

ZA\MMIE ? o the

‘P‘i“(_\.:b; & 1E1ntﬂic coast yes-

P s J  terday merning

ON w:\On_WLF\R\N 4 Bals o e
quickly north-
eastward with
inereasing in-
tensity towards
Sable Island
Very 'cold wea-
ther prevails in
the western
provinees.

Forecasts.
Moderate winds, some light local
<now, but mostly fair and cold to-

“Our
made.

day and on Saturday.

overseas.

“As we passed-they were al-
ready on the march toward
the more devastated area. The
order had gone forth, ‘Com-
mandeer all vehicles, auto or
horse.’ A cordon was drawn
across the streets, wpassengers
forced to alight and resume
their journey afoot. There was
grim work ahead. x

“And now we found our-
selves confronted by a tide of
motley humanity, wounded,
shocked, cut and bruised, ill
clad, if clad at all, hurrying
they knew not whither.”

No U. S. Ship Lost

Washington, Dec. 7—Reports
to the Navy indicate there was
no American ship in the harbor
of Halifax at the time of the ex-
plosi¢on, and officials are inclin-
ed té think that if - American
sailors had been caught in the
blast, as revorted from Truro,
it would have been announced
in the early despatch from a

Naval commander, who went in_

to heln after heaving the detona-
tion 52 miles at sea.
Await Details
Washington, Dec. 7.—Ameri-
can Red Cross officials here to-

" day awaited details of the Hali-

fax catastrophe, and prepared to
send additional relief to that de-
sratched by special trains from
Boston and New York last night
without formal call for assist-
ance from Canada. Word reach-
ing the Navy Department, early
to-day that the dead might
reach five thousand, caused ef-
forts to meet the situation to be
redoubled.

The special trains bearing
experienced relief workers and

ship d4nd her ammunition were scat-

strata for half a mile there is com-

large cuantities of medical sup-
plies, food, clothing and bed-
dirig left Boston and New York
sithultaneously, and word of
their departure was forwarded
to Canadian and Halifax auth-
orities by W. F. Parsons, direc-
tor-general of the Red Cross
Civiidn Relief.

3 ' 'Relief Delayed.

Waterville, Maine, Dec. 7.—
The. relief train sent to Halifax
by Governor McCall and the .
State Public Safety Committee
of Massachusetts was delayed

* for more than hour early to-day
by a freight wreck on the Maine
Central Railroad at Durnham
Junction, thirteen miles from
here.

Five freight cars had been
derailed just ahead of the“train
and the tracks were piled high
with wreckage. Telegraph poles
bad also been knocked down,
cutting off communication be-
tween the city and Bangor.

Are Safe.

New York, Dec. 7.—Word
that the passengers and crew of
the  Holland-Amerika ' Line
steamer Nieuw Amsterdam are
safé in.Halifax was received at
the, 1bcal offices of the line to-
day.

TOYS

Colborne Street.

of ‘all -sorts, description and prices
lon display at J. W. Burgess, 44

o

MINISTERIAL _
ALLIANCE

Unanimoug:ly Passes a- Re-
solution in Support of
Union Government.

The National Well-Being is
Involved in the Out-
come of Electoral - - - -
Contest.

At a2 meeting of ‘the Brantford
Ministerial Association held yester-
ddy at the Y.M.C.A., at which the
Anglican, Baptist, Methodist, and
Presbyterian pastors were present,
the following resolution =was . un-
animously carried: 3

“Believing that the issues now
before our couniry are of such
mometous and far reaching charac-
ter to justify the obliteration of
all ‘party spirit,’ -and the_direetion
of ‘all of our national energies to
the final -overthrow of: all G an
autocratic: aggression and inhuman-

ity and with such singleness of aim
‘{ as to enlist a full mmnnd);na.tional

confidence and enth e

““That whereas the political dis-
sensions in so many quarters.are to
be deplored, going far to reduce the
fine spirit and ‘morale’ of our peo-
ple and .through -them- breaking
down the mowale of our -splendid
troops upeom'the battlefield; mak--

Continsed on Page Four

e
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(Continued on Page si%x)"

Send Aid.

and help keep the munition

'Commission and taken to his home

Washington, Dec., 7.—Ar-

BRANTFORD

BOYS SAFE
Lewis Feei?y'_and James

Matthews Came Thru
o Halifax Disaster.’

Two Brantford boys in Hali-
fax had narrow _escapes

" A MEETING

IN THE INTERESTS OF THE

death at the time of the explo-
sion there yesterday. Lewis
Feeley, son of J. C. Feeley, 52
Brant street, had the thrilling
experience of being blown off
the Niobe, but escaped alive and
urharmed, according to ‘word
received to-day. Mr. Geo. Mat.
thews has heard from his son,
- James, who was employed as &
wireless operator i a ship
in Halifax harbor, that he came
through the explosion safely.

VETERAN RETURNED. !
Lande-Corporal Peter Whelag, 8
veteran of the Fourth Battalion, ar-
rived home yesterday. He was mét
at the station by Secretary Gpnrfe
Macdonald .of the . SBoldiers’ ;6 A

at 196 Grey street.. An interésting
coincidence came to light duripg the -
drive from .the station, when the
veteran related to Mr. Macdonald:
incidents ‘of his life at the fromt,
stating that he had been a member.
of the battalion of whick Lieut.

1l Machell.

' ETE

. LA

The speakers will include two returned soldiers -
from the firing line—Major Mathieson’and Lieut. -

1 % el Hegriel

LADIES ARE CORDIALLY INVITED = ™%

4

UNION GOVERNMENT
AND THE CANDIDATE :‘
MR. W. F. COCKSHUTT

WILL BE HELD IN

VICTORIA HALL
Saturday Night, Dec. 8th ;

Commencing at 8 p.m.

|

factories busy to helpthen.

ald’s-son, was in command.
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