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THE SITUATION.

By far the outstanding feature is
the important news, conveyed early
this morning over the Courier special
leased wire, that German vessels com-
menced to bombard the British coast.

They were enabled, apparently, to
get at close range under the dense
folds of a fog. At the time of writing
it is not known to what extent the
demonstration has devéloped, but if it
leads to a final test between the rival
fleets in the North Sea, the action
should become decisive. With su-
perior numbers in craft, and with
highly-trained and fearless command-
ers and men, there is little need to
doubt that the best British traditions
will be fully upheld.

This is the first shell bombardment
of the shores of Albion. A Dutch
admiral by the name of Van Tromp
had the best of a British fleet under
Admiral Blake in the Straits of Dover,
and afterwards sailed the main there
with a broom at the masthead; but
that was away back in 1652.

Later, in 1658, the Spanish Armada
made a bold attempt to attack the
shores of Great Britain. They had
130 vessels, mostly of large size, bear-
ing 19,295 soldiers, 8,000 mariners,
2,000 oarsmen and 2,000 volunteers of
the most distinguished families of
Spain. They called themselves in-
vincible. The British force held in
readiness to meet them was only 30
vessels, but before the actual conflict
the number was augmented, mostly
by volunteers in small ships, to 181.
The total was 17,472 men as against
31,295. What happened is a matter
of ‘history. Fire ships were sent
among them, with disastrous results;
in boarding contests the British got
all the best of it, and later a terrible
tempest further decimated the shat-
tered vessels. It was the most disas-
trous naval defeat in all History and
shattered* tire -power~of Philip, throw-
ing open the commerce of the Indies,
hitherto closely guarded.

With regard to the general aspect,
the Allies are still doing gradually
well in France and Belgium, while
events in Poland are still largely a
case of as they were.

THE SITUATION IN MEXICO.

The wide nature of the.world’s
greatest war Has completely over-
shadowed events in Mexico. They
are still at each others throats t}‘l_ere
to an even worse extent than ever,
and the temporary occupancy of
Uncle Sam did not abate the chaos
one whit, on the contrary seems to
have accentuated it.

Theodore Roosevelt who recently
spoke, of himself as having become
“the privatest kind of a private,” could
not in the natural course of events
stay (very long that way. He has
now entered the lists in. his usual
vigorous manner as an unsparing
critic ‘of the United States govern-
ment with regard to the state of af-
fairs in the land of the sombrero.

His views are being widely .pub-
lished in U. S. papers through 2a
press syndicate. “To say,” ‘he re-
marks, “that we did not go to wdr
with Mexico is a mere play upoa
words. A quarter of the wars of his-
tory have been entered into and car-
ried through without any preliminary
declaration of war, and often with-
out any declaration of war at all.
The seizure of the leading seapo:t
city of another country, the engage-
ment and defeat of the troops of
that country and the retention of the
serritory thus occupied for a number

—_of months constituted war.”

The ex-President goes on 1O
show that when President Wilson re-
fused to recognize Huerta he com-
‘ mitted a definite act of interfer-
ence of the most pronounced type.

people would not consider fit for
publication, They include unspeak-
able outrages upon hundreds of Mex-
jcan women and nuns, and also the
‘murder and mutilation of priests.
The ex-President concludes: “As
things actually are shame must be
mingled with our indignation, for the
action of the President and Mr. Bry-
an has been such as to make this
country partly responsible for the
frightful wrongs that have been com-
mitted.”

TWO SIDES TO A STORY.

Not long ago a Canadian hardwars
manufacturing firm solicited = orders
from a jobber in the United - States
for goods on whith there happened to
be no import duty into that coua-
try. The answer was very prompt: .
“Dear Sir,— ,

Replying to your favor of the —
we beg to say that we cannot place
any orders with any foreign houses
at present, even at a difference of
ten or fifteen per cent. in favor of
their goods. The sole ahd simple rea-
son is that we have to keep our own
factories busy on this side of the line,
and we consider it worth while to
make a few sacrifices for the sake
of doing it.”

That reply was kept by the Canad-
ijan manufacturer. as .an admirable
sample of American loyalty to Am-
erican institutions. ¥t was respected

third exporting nation in the world.
And admiration for such a spirit’ and
business longsightedness can Vvery
well help teach us a lesson that is
being brought home to us in these
days.

Canada just now needs all the bus-
iness she can get to keep her own
factories busy. Canadians are learn-
ing that in nearly every line there are
.made-in-Canada articles as good and
cheap as anything imported, yes and
frequently both better and cheaper.
Before purchasing the latter they are
taking stps first to consider if there
is not a Canadian article of at least
equal value.

A VITAL FOUR MONTHS
More: than: once- the -questions_have
been asked, especially after some
German triumph at sea, “What
in the mischief is the British
navy doing? Where are her dread-
naughts, her super-dreadnaughts, her
battle cruisers and all the rest of the
world-beating outfit?”

With reference to this class of ir}-
terrogation, one New York paper
remarks:—

“To the naval strategist this silence
is the token of a victory as complete
as any that could be won by the
shock of 12-inch salvos and the
wrecking of armor belts, turrets and
barbettes; for it is the unspoken evi-
dence of the persistent, remorseless
pressure of the most remarkable
blockade in all the history of naval
warfare.”

Correctly stated.

The holding of the big German fleet
in the Kiel Canal, for a period of over
four months, has been in itself an im-
mense and unparalleled achievement.
For years the German Empire has
lavished millicns of money and used
every possible ingenuity upon the de-
velopment of an all-conquering arma-
dor. During the early period of
this skulking, the rumor was spread
that the delay in seeking battle with
British leviathians, was because of an
outfitting with some sort of superior
naval gun. That Germany, so ready
in every other department of war,
would be lacking when she thought
the time had come to strike, with re-
ference to the latest possible equip-
ment for her ships, from the first
seemed doubtful. If anyone did en-
tertain the idea of such a cause for
hesitancy, it must by now have been
thoroughly dissipated. Their original
plan was to first decimate the British
fleet by submarines, but the rate of
their success in this regard has been

the British submarines had possessed

Further, that he actively sided withlan equal number of targets in the

the factions which ultimately tri-
umphed—and which immediately split
into other factions which

open,
This bottling up of the Kaiser’s

are now |carefully developed fleet would of it-

no less actively engaged in fighting |self be a most notable act, but even
one another. He considers that the |more than this has been accomplish-
United States has thereby made it-|de. Trade routes on the seas have
self responsible for the frightfullbeen kept open and policed, tens of
wrong-doing still continuing includin3 | thousands of  troops have  been
terrible outrages committed by thelbiought at will from all portions of
victorious revolutionists on hundreds | the Empire with nof one transport

of the religious people of both sexes.
Pointing out that Wilson in an ad.
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which {s stained by blood,” Roose-
velt exclaims that at the very time he
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uttered those lofty words the lead- inUse Formmvm

ers and lieutenanSs of the faction

supporting
were shooting their prisoners in coid

which he was actively

as the kind of business co-operation |,
that has made the United States the |

notably small—much more so than if;

vessel or man d&ﬁéyed'nh&"wtﬁ&'-
of the devilish- mines. practical safety

There has now come an effort on
the part of the enemy to join open
issue, with results yet to be deter-
mined, but let not the fact be lost
sight of that the first four months of
keeping the German fleet within
bounds proved of priceless import-
ance—where would the transportation
of troops have been without such an
immunity?

DEBT OF THE WARRING
k NATIONS 3 :
The debt burdened nations of Eur-

and security have been guaranteed. !

{ wide, and 200 feet long.

ope are adding enormously to their
load' as a result of the present.titanic
struggle. At the commencement of |
the war, the total debt of the five

gle amounted to $23,700,000,000. In
the four months’ war, it has been in-1
creased four and a quarter billions,
or nearly one-ﬁfth.

Great Britain is the only one of the;
warrifig nations which is financed
ahead. Her recent loan of $1,750,000,-

several months, All the other warring
nations are living more or less in a
hand-to-mouth manner. For somc
months before the war broke out,
Germany, Austria and France all en-
gaged in special financing with the
object of increasing their military
strength. The expenditures made by
these three nations added $616,000,000
to the burden they were already
carrying.

“The following table shows the deot
of the five nations as it stood in 1912,
what has been issued since then, and
the present dobt:—

Debt. 1912 Issued since. Present debt.
France$6,346,129,000 $446,000,000 $6,792,129,000

818,000 7,750,000,000 5,
2.000 4,868,000,000 27

o

As Germany “and ~ Austria started
this war, it is a foregone conclusion
that they will be forced to pay ths
greatest proportion of its cost. Th:
end of the war will see these two na-
tions burdened with a load which will
paralyze them for the next fifty years.
This is as it should be. Nations whizh
lightly draw the sword should be
made to realize that it is a costly busi-
ness. The best way to impress this
upon them to make them pay for
the enormous losses they have caused
the other nations.

Meanwhile, not only is Great Brit-
ain able to loan immense sums to her
Overseas Daminions, to Belgium and
her other allies, but at the same time
the vaults of her banks have deposits
totalling over £690,000,000, neariy
$3,500,000,000. This compares with
£ 550,000,000, or $2,750,000,000 a year
ago. The silver bullet is going to play
a big port in ending this war.

NOTES AND COMMENT.
The British Jack Tars will be on the
job justithe same as the British Tom-
mies.
* x %
Even yet the present incident may

prove to be more or less of a flash-in-
the-pan affair.

x % %

Mr. W. F. Cockshutt, M.P., as usual
made a most trechant speech when he
addressed the Borden Club last even-
ing with regard to the war.”

k Kk

A German general by name of Von
Hetzondorf suggests the introduction
of cholera germs among the ranks of
the enemy. He is a fit exemplar of
true kultur.

% %k %

The German war cruiser Cormorant
has been interned. The cormorant
proper is a bird which~devours things
most voraciously, but this particular
one won’t in the future.

* %

The Kaiser is still*putting up the
bluff that Germany has been forced
into this war for “her existence.” Ger-
man culture has manifestly no regard
for the truth, or for anything e}sc.

X * *

It is understood that the Ontario
Government is likely to make quite a
raise in the tax on automobiles. The
trouble with most of us is to raise a

machine in the first place.
* %k ¥
A large number of Germans in the

0Old Land are changing their names,
Later on there is going to be a whole
lot of that kind of thing with refer-
ence to places included in territory

which that country will lose.

x x %
Hon. Mr. White, Minister of Fin-

ance: “In order, under this condition,
to meet our interest payments abroad,
sustain our share of the burden of the
war and promote to the greatest pos-
sible degree prosperity throughout
the Dominion, it is the duty of all
Canadian “citizens to co-operate ih
producing as much as possible of
what can be used or sold. For Can-
ada at this juncture the watchword of
‘the hour should be production, pro-
duction, and again production.”
x k%
Christmas presents for men and

boys. Suitable; sensible, seasonable,
reasonable, at McFarland’s.

The British cruiser Bristol is in
pursuit of the German cruiser Dres-
den in the Straits of Magellan.

——

Men’s and Boys’ ‘Suits and Owver-

ooo will furnish her with money for|

.of many of our soldiers.

coats, latest styles, lowest prices, at
McFarland’s, :

X
s

An officer of the Dukev of Edin- th,
burgh’s (Wiltshire Regiment), * writ-|

;ng to his wife under date November

. says: & s
We are living in fair-sized “dug-

outs,” about 5 feet deep and 8 feet

five of these “dug-outs” on.the edX®| Musgrave’s mills. :

of a wood all connected by deep

communication _ [trenches. The “dug- S ; g }
I s Sapper james McLoughlin, of thel
enith: L Wel RO el o Do T the Losnoad
have tables and chairs and straw in-| WO an now in- ospital

at Stroud, Gloucestershire, wrote to| - %
- 2 § We cannot go outside much as shrap- !}‘5 Bolton friends from the front:;;
leading nations engaged in the strug-|nel keeps on bursting over us and All that I see from morning till

outs” are roofed over with pine logs
and about 18 inches ‘of

side, so we are fairly comfortabls,

bullets that have gone high over the

THE TERROR OF WAR.

night, is wounded, blood . and

trenches in front keep on hitting the|shot, every day the same. I am quite

trees all round, which are all pitted|fed up. I had a few pals, but they|

and cut with bits of shell.

Our kitchen is just next door ina
deep hole, with a trench connecting
up. You would be very amused to
see us all bobbing in and omim. like

a lot of rabbi

about three s of a “in

front of us. great difficul
in getting watef, which is scarce, and
then we have to boil it. However, we
manage to do ourselves pretty w=ll
all thes ame. We get our government
rations every day and supplemeant
them with the things you send out
to us. Our menu to-night is going *o
be tinned ox tail soup, fried fillet {of
beef, potatoes and peas, rice pudding
whiskey and soda.

Don’t you think I am pretty good
at raising a dinner. We sleep in one
hut all huddled up as it is very cold.
but I use the sleeping bag and find it
very warm. We have not been able to
take our clothes off now  for four
days. Although we are in the best ct
spirits, we are going through a pretty
critical time as the fighting has been
very heavy inded.

“MARK YOUR MEN,
LANDERS.”

Sapper George Comber, Royal Eng-
ineers, the son of a Redhill trades-
man, relating his experiences, speaks
of the grim horrors of war being r2-
lieved by the football instinct of our
scldiers. He says:

Those who condemn football wouid
not say a word against the game if
they had seen or heard what I have
in passing to and from the trenches
and firing line. = The grim horror of
war is r_.lieved by the football instinct
When the
Royal Highlanders were ordered to
mtke a charge in the engagement
they jumped out of the trenches, and
might have been kicking off in a cup-
tie final. They commenced to shout
“On the ball Highlanders,” and “Mark
your men.” They continued yelling to
one another until they had driven the
Germans back. “Mark your men,” the
officers'and non-coms. joining in ts
loud as they could. Who can say
“Mark your men,” did .not have a
stimulating effect upon the Highland-
ers?

The French soldiers cannot under-
stand the sangfroid of the British
troops. One day at Bethune the Lin-
colas had a game of football, -and
the Frenchmen looked on. During
the game a German aeroplane came
over and dropped a few bombs, ' but
no one was injured. The game was
stopped, and there was a rush for
the rifles. They fired, but did not
wing the aeroplane, and a French
machine gun was brought into action.
It brought her down and the game
was continued. The Frenchmen cheor-
ed the players, and one of them said
to me, “You English are very, very
misunderstandable. Fancy playing
football when German bombs are
dropping from the skies.”

Private E. S. Knell, Army Service
corps, writes:

You will be interested in the fol-
lowing, I am sure Two footballs ar-
rived, and were given to our fellows
to-day. The “football season opened
at once. A lady, in the district, who
owns a big chate.au. placed her
grounds at the disposal of the
troops. Some bulls who were in pos-
session of the field resented the in-
trusion, but we soon overcame their
scruples.

The next thing was to erect goal
posts and mark out a field. Four
tree branches made suitable goalposts,
coats and caps marked the line and
corners. A referee was appointed and
a whistle given him for use.

A little difficulty was experiénced
at first in making a distinction be-
tween the opposing teams, as “Head-
quarters” had challenged “The Col-
umn.”

This was overcome as follows:
“Headquarters” men kept their cardi-
gan jackets on. “The Column” play-
ed in their shirtsleeves.

The ground was wet and as the
teams had to play with nailed ser-
vice boots on grass there were pros-
pects of an exciting game. ““The Col-
umn won the toss and were all over
the “Headquarters” before one had
scarcely realized the game had start-
ed; and what all round good sport
it was, too. Up and down the field
they went, and there really was not

HIGH-

‘much to choose between the teams.

They played in the same spirit 2s
though their lives depended upon gte-
ting that ball through “goal.” A
more strenuous game I have never
witnessed, arid everyone put as mucn
go into it as they could. “The Col-
umn” better~know as the “Jam Bat-
tery” scored the first goal, and at
half-time the score was: Headquar-
ters 2, Jam Battery 1.

A short interval made for half time
rest, and then they went at it with
renewed energy. The result was as
follows: Headquarters, 3; The Col-
umn, 3; and a very good game it was
too, well contested on both sides by
every man, whether N.C.O or pri-
vate.

Trusting that you will find space
for this, as I should like the rela-

Mt:,n’:a and Bolys' ?uits and Over-
coats, latest styles, lowest prices, at
McFarland’s. e

were put out., When I see the child-

There are|six years ago he was a side-piecer at le

has besan

is murder 'day

ren looking about in the sky for :ero-

planes it makes me think that I will] [}

be lucky if I get'away from here. It; [
and night. If ever

to come.

women and children are walking
village to town, creeping where they|
can get—under shrubs, hedges, in sta-|
tions, empty houses and under broken
carts.’ ”»
REFLECTIONS AT THE FRONT.

Pte. T. Schofield /(10,451) of the 1st
Loyal North Lancashire: Regiment,
of g Barton street, is now lying in
the British rest camp. at Le Havre,
recovering from a shell wound. In a
letter to his parents he says: “I have
got the much needed rest at last. It
is the first since I left England. I
was hit by a piece of German ‘coal-
box” on the left big toe, and havs
been transferred to the rest camp un-
til I am fit for the front again. It
is . cruel at the front, facing the ter-

wish to thank the ki ! : trouble and
_our advertisement. We 1 to _you that we
very special low prices in STOVES, FURNITURE, Ci
LINOLEUMS—everything to furnish a home,
~KING RANGE is one that will give you the |
baking and cooking with very little coal. It is one of
ranges on the market. Come and see them. We take

cash we can give' you very easy terms. 4
YOU WILL SAVE MONEY BY BUYING AT OUR ST‘O.REQ

45 Colborne Street ", 7
: Everything in our Store is “Made h\Clnldl"

Men’s and Boys’ Suits and Over-
coats, latest styles, lowest prices, at
McFarland’s.

Roofing

Slate, Felt and
Gravel, Asbestos
and General Roof-
ing of all kinds.

' Repaiy Work dand "
Re-Rooﬁng attend-
ed to

i . o . The Ford Sedan.. .. ...
This car with its graceful linés, artistic and amplé
proportions, beautiful finish, roomy interior and
luxuriousness in detail of appointment meets the
desire for the high class enclosed five-passenger
car. S Tl

Fully Equipped (f.o.b. Ford, Ont.) $1150i~

Buyers of this car will snare in profits, if we sell at retail
30,000 new Iord cars between August 1914 and August 1915,

Ford Motor Company

OF CANADA, LIMITED

C.J. MITCHELL, Dealer for Brant Coun
55 Darling St.

vromptly -

Brown-Jarvis
Roofing Co.

(Formerly Brown Bros.)
Telephone 590

Office: 9 George St.
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Nerer buy a Talking
Machine unless it
has Tone Control
Leaves, otherwise
you will be disap-
pointed.

Never buy a Talking
Machine unless it
has Tone Control
Leaves, otherwise
you will be disap-
pointed.
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THIS COLUMBIA
GRAFONOLA

FAVORITE $65--EASY TERMS IF DESIRED )

OU can choose any one of the many Columbia
Grafonola-Record Outfits at $25 up. We'll send

one to your home (or anywhere you say) for a
small initial payment-—and on Christmas morning if you wish.
Balance can be paid, at your convenience, after the holidays.

Columbia Records are ‘Made in Canada

There is a full ih,ousand 85¢ Columbia Double-Disc Records
in the Columbia Catalogue :

YOU CAN GET COLUMEBEIA GRAFONOLAS AND RECORDS FROM

T. J. BARTON & SO BRANTFORD
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pride in showing them to you. If you have not got thcnllly

eg ‘and she will tell it in its co
ness on Thursday. Her subjec
Kate W. Riggin’s story “A B
Christmas Carol.”
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SUCCESSFUL (PUPILS,

The Brantford students who p:
the recent University of To
music examinations which were|
in Hamilton.  They are: Miss
1 Senn, who obta .
ors in junior th
;*n entrants $3m'.m ‘M

erguson, wi A'M
iate piano. examinatior
Alice Caley’ who successfully
through the junior piano examin
All three are pupils at the Acad
of Music. p
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Your Money

can purchase genuine bargain

,: & +AT_
VANSTONE’
CHINA HALL

Thousands of pieces of th
year’s  importations  will
offered in this great clearan
sale, : ;
Open Evenings, 19 George
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