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riating very largely the value, the price 
and the refutation of our wheat.

Be Manipulation
As we with to he absolutely fair in 

our statement», we would »ay that the 
i'.l'.Ü. twiiUnala. _ have never heen 
«■barged with indul^in,' 7n ttrw ujjiiii|-u 
lati-ui, an«l there may he other exemp­
tion Sj hut the exception struugly von 
firm» our «-onviction, a» the Eastern 
miller» tell u* that wheat obtained 
tbiough the C.P.K. terminal» i» worth 
eon»i«ieiahly more for milling purpone» 
than I tat of the tame grade obtained 
through privately owned or o|*erated

Tee grain trade i» regulated hy the 
**Manitoba Graia Act" and the “Grain 
ln»|»eetion Act." These sets provide 
that “all grain» pa»»ing through Win 
mpeg inspection district to |M>iuts Ka»t 
theieof shall l»e graded according to 
quality. " It i» further provided that 
“All grain whipped for Eastern point» 
from any publie elevator within the 
divisive shall be shipped only a» graded 
into such elevator* by the in»i>eeiing 
officer." Ail grain of the same grade 
shall be kept together, and stored only 
with grain of a similar grade; ami even 
a selection of the different qualities of 
the same grade is prohibited. “If 
gram of different grades is loaded to 
getber ia the same compartment of a 
vessel, a certificate of such mixed cargo 
shall be issued with a statement of the 
quantities of each grade entering iato 
the composition of such mixed cargo." 
And “the certificate of inspection given 
by inspecting officer» shall ia all cases 
accompany the graia to its destina 
tien."

Inspectors of No Avail
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ties a* it is. placed on the British or 
the ultimate markets, wherever they 
m iy be. Au«l if, as ha» been proved, 
each grade of our wheat i» brought 
down to»the lowest point by the mixing 
of wheat of lower grade» and wé be 
lieve it it often brought below It, that 
i». it is allowed to pa»» out of the fcerm- 
inalelwator» with the minimum point 

lower thandt* would be 
allowed to pass—the—uiaj>etvr at Win- 
nipeg;, if this i-. so it will be readily 
understood that the value and the repu­
tation of our wheat on the British mar­
ket is re graded also, and as the British 
miller - an only afford to pay for wheat 
a.- ording to its milling value, the price 
i» reduced, and being reported baek to 
u», becomes the ba»is of our market 
here, and we have to accept a price 
based on the lowest point of each grade 
instead of on the average as it should 
l#e, which mean* a difference of about 
two cent* |«er bushel.

Only One Means
have reason to believe that 

a. imputation of grades i» only one 
ol the means used by these elevator 
companies to swell their revenue and 
by wfilch our wheat is degraded in 
value and reputation. The “Grain Act" 
provides that all grain passing through 
the terminal elevator shall be cleaned. 
The amount of dockage is set by the 
ia*|»ertor, and the percentage named by 
him is deducted from each car; and as 
the grade very often depends upon the 
amount uf dockage, it is very important, 
if justice is to lie done, that the ia 
speetor's inst i action* in this respect 
should be strictly carried out. Now, 
we have reason to believe that much of 
the wheat passing through the term­
inals is not cleaned to grade No doubt 
there are large quantities of screenings 
cleaned out, and we know that large 
profits are derived from this source We 
notice ia the public papers recently that 
shipments of these screenings had been 
made to lariats in the Vailed States, 
a .4 wr know also that large fiueks of 
sheep have been fed from screen lags 
taken from our wheat; but beside* this, 
we believe that when the dockage im 
posed by the inspector is not too heavy, 
it is allowed lo go through as they re 
reive tl It is generally understood that 
when the dockage does n»*t exceed 1 
j-er cent, or ia «•** rase» 3 per real,
I‘«ere is enough dean wheal lo absorb 
that animat without being noticed, but 
for every fid |*uuad* of screening* a! 
lowed l# |«n through in this way the 
elevator companies gel paid for • bushel 
of ehrol. They get paid for the dock: 
age which the farmer lanes ami has 
to pey freight on to the terminals, and 
in consequence the British miller has to 
pey for then# screenings #t the price 
of wheel, aad la this way the velar aad 
repeiatioa of ear wheel is still farther 
degraded Aad 1 believe that the fact 
that a portion of the erreeeiags is la 
Ibis way elloeed lo figare •» wheel will 
to some extent account for the dl* 
rrefinery between the overplws in No. 
I Northern and the shortage ia the 
lower grades ee per Mr fast le *» report 
already referred to.

Other Wheats Sell Higher
We have been led to believe that 

faesds produced the best 
the world, aad we have been 

ear repel a Goa la this 
reap** Hut we hare noticed taring 
the last two yean lhal at certain per 
«•-I# theta were ether wheels which 
hsv.- commanded higher pries* on the 
I »%erpeel market, and we believe this 
mav h* largely accounted for by the de 
grsdieg of our wheel ia the lermiaal 
••levalors tu the minimum point, end 
the retention in II 4 dockage, as I 
have described

Hwt there' Is still another breach ef 
trwsl of which we bdieve these elevator 
nmtssir* are guilt v ll seems that 

they are lu the habit of Umaiag quae 
titles of eur wheel which ha* beee ee- 
trusted to their care, to shippers to 
make oat their cargos*. Os# of the 
com pa airs istalved is the tavmllga 
Hoe already meat lowed pleaded guilty 
to thi» charge ia trying to account for 
the discreyuact ia the lower grades of 
wheal New Wc believe |hal this is a 
violation ef both the Min end the 
•périt of the “Gram Act “ Termers 
*** sometime# compelled by rima 
•Isarcs te ship grain whew they wool I 
rather held ll. Nome ef us hate aot

Western
wheel» heat «am the *« 
CfTANul of 
r*| **i hut a

granary room, or we may have to haul 
it out when roads are good or weather 
suitable. Having shipped from our 
local shipping point, we sometimes dis­
cover that price» have dropped below 
w. ut w*■ . aie to sell at, and we decide 
fo hold till a rise in price. Well, we 
may think me are. holding it, and we 
are being charged storage fur it, and 
ptrnrtMy we may get a rise in prices, 
but ail the while our wheat may be 
helping to Hood the Old Country mar 
kets and defeating the purpose for 
which we wished to hold it.

Change Long Needed
The Grain Growers’ Associations of 

the West have for over three years 
been trying to convince this govern­
ment of the necessity of some change 
in the method of operating these eleva­
tor», »o as to remove the evil* which 
exist in this connection, but up lo the 
preaent time you have only responded 
by granting increased supervision and 
inspection; and while we give you 
credit for being sincere in your efforts 
to Letter conditions, we believe, and we 
say this without any reflection on any 
official» of the government, that no 
amount of supervision or inspection 
can effectually prevent manipulation in 
our terminals so long a* they are owned 
and operated by private interests which 
can be benefit ted thereby. We believe 
that nothing short of government own 
ership and operation will put a stop 
lo these mal practices and ensure to us 
that justice and straight dealing which 
will lift our terminal elevators from 
the position of distrust and suspicion 

I
ia them a feeling of trust aad coafi 
deuce ia the minds of the Western 
farmer*. *

We would therefore recommend that 
the Dominion government lake steps 
to acquire and operate the terminal el# 
valor» as a public utility. And we 
would further r««commead that they be 
placed ia chaige of a commission of 
* apable aad reliable men who shall be 
independent of government control; 
gov need by statute rather than by nay 
minister of the government; answer- 
able to a majority of the parliament, 
aad hi incorporated lhal they shall be 
- apable of suing aad being sued Now, 
it is not from lack of confidence ia 
the pieseet government that we ask 

•for these provisions but to safeguard 
our terminal elevator system aad the 
inter«-*t» of all parlies concerned for 
all time against any government or 
member of a government who might 
desire lo use this system for their owe 
or party ends end lelereets; aad spe 
rially to safeguard against the system 
being injured »r discredited bv miscoe 
»t run loo* aad imputations made against 
the motives end artmn# of the govern 
ment in power hy the opeailioe, which 
ever party may he ia power, and which­
ever |>nny may he ia oj t—.i.-.n hemaa 
net are being what ll la, these misrue 
<tradioes aad impeiatloes will be made 
wherever there ia the smallest visible 
motive for 
wrong is

for wrongdoing, even if no 
done, and will always gala

Millars Not Satiafiad
farmer* ere not alee# in making 

the*# request* Hesters miller* are net 
satisfied with condition» a* they are. 
and woe Id welreme the change A 
large number ef commission men. isde 
pendent grain deniers end exporter* of 
Winni|<g. Tarant» and Montreal, have 
•Ue made the same request, indeed nil 
partie» concerned, with the exception of 
tb# owner* and operators of these ele 
valors, join with ns la making this 
recommendation

lfi asking i he gov era meat to take 
ever end operate the lermiaal elevators 
w# do eel consider lhal we are seeking 
a favor of any sort, we only waat » 
square deal The “Inspection Ad" 
insofar as it applies te the farmer, has 
beee rigidly enforced, end we make 
an complaint In that respect, hut hew 
ever good the lateniiens of the govern 
mewl aad Ha efiDlat» have been, they 
have failed «4enforce the law le prô 
tec tioa of hie lelereets te the terminal

We do not expect that these elevator* 
ender the system we saggest shall he 
come chargeable te the consolidated 
rev ess» ef the Domini»* **»r wheat 
ha* always had to pay it* wav. aad as 
we believe and have tried te shew, has
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paid a considerable amount of undue 
toll, and we are willing that it should 
continue to pav its way, that «h'lAhifr’ 
vient charge should be made t<^pPp* 
for the .operation of tlje elevator*, and 
lo pay off the purchase price wittily Y 
reasonable time. We are of the opiu 
ion that the charges in the elevators at

eut time, beiug considerably higher 
than those of elevators on the other 
side of the lakes. But we would uot 
ask for a reduction until sufficient time 
has elapsed lo show by practical ex 
perience what charge is necessary to 
cover all expenses.

Officials Could Be Used
We understand tha| 

tirne there is a large staff of govern­
ment official» employed in supervising 
the operation of the elevator» who, if 
our recommeudation was adopted, could 
be employed iw the actual opera 
and a considerable saving would be 
effected by thus avoiding the duplica­
tion of employees.

It has been suggested that a change 
in our laws to otafce our terminal eleva 
tors conform to those at Duluth would 
meet all the objections that have been 
made to the manner in which they are 
operated at present. The only differ 
eace between our terminal elevator* and 
those operated under the Minnesota law 
is that under the Minnesota law private 
elevator* are allowed lo operate and 
that special binning is permitted in the 
stale elevators. Such a condition ef 
affair* in our terminals would accentu­
ate rather than alleviate the conditions 
that exist. The president of the North 
Dakota Slat# I’aioa of tk# Society of 
Equity, on# of the largest farmer*' 
organizations in the grain producing 
State*, say* of the Minnesota terminal»: 
“Our system of terminal* is simply 
owned aad coat rolled by the latereela 
aad we have nothing to say ia the mat 
ter. To give you a little idea as to the 
loss sustained I might say that w# are 
shipping our graia with foul seeds aad 
mixed graia»—because facilities are aot 
at hand for separating same to the 
terminal* and pay the freight oe ell 
the foul seeds or oat* or llax that may 
be ia the wheat and thee we give them 
all but that grata ia the name of which 
it ia «hipped. " Agaia ho say*: “They 
buy our hard wheel at from Ne. 1 to 
No. 4, mis same with the wheat from 
the Southern or Eastern Slate», which 
is much inferior to our*, eod after tt 
is mixed the records show that they 
ship out more No. 1 than they took te r* 
It I» quite evident that a change to 
this coédition would sot improve met 
let* for us

Applies to Others
All we have raid ia regard lo the 

•levator* at Tort William aa«S 1‘erl 
Arthur applies equally to elevator» that 
must be coaatruried la the near future 
at Hudson‘s Hey »ed |mrt imlerl* at 
Harlfir coast terminals The reasons 
are even more urgent ia respect to 
l*wcific ream thaa have been advanced 
for acquiring thee# at Tort William aad 
Bert Arthur The rewsoeable aad logi 
eal way for the graia produced ia Al 
bene aad even la the western portion 
of Sa»hatchewaa lo find its market n 
vu what has been termed the “ Western 
route" The Wester* develupmeei that 
ia bound to take place ia British Ca 
tombs# ia the neat decade a*»erea •» 
that a very large panto* of the farm 
prelects of Alberta will find a market 
la this province The complet toe of the 
Is*name Canal aad also the e«*rttaa of

Œ facilities on the Tehuantepec 
iy which ia bowed to come mewe* 

lhal a greet deal »f ear Western f*ea 
•da grate will find lia fceon-ena mar 
bet vu the IVrtfir reset He IVlb 
eeael has ope* pan* all the year There 
h ffwwd reus*»» for Kelleviag that ea 
eff«n is bet eg made at the present time 
I» create Ten» Seal Kiev at or cempoaie» 
el t ancon* er which promise* even 
worse rendit tone Ike* eewt *1 Don At 
I her today 11 I* the imperative duty 
of the government tw prevent this hy 
taàlag immédiat» step* te pmv.de the 
necessary facilities f«.r the handling of 
grain at the (Vile coast la sack a way
that Ike •mailed dealer end tk# largest
elevator owner are apa* aa eqeahty in 
the advantage* they »ae swam from it 
There la a» reason whatever for per 
milling a conditio* of thing* lo grow 
*p ia Vancouver that will be worse ia 
effeet thaa what we have been com

^


