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When the East Meets the West
By A. A CHESTERFIELD

Il was assra ef Ibe yearly gate -toy 
to Ik* bf..~ Ml eqeews m M m4 
Flow I *4 ma Hm»»« early that 
marmlmg Ik* Indian •«**< •* laa#*k ka4 
••*k*r*4 is lb* hay. aa4. with a»a 
mm rasa. Ik* id mmm k*4 sera Ik* large 
.«4aI reek Us *arrl*4 la lU bewee 
of ik* dl*f Rvra at lb* moment. lb* 
•■*i***y meeter ' ’ was »*ga»*4 la a4 
pasting ik* anneal . aciamalallra ef 
grteveacs*. aa4. M of all. paying eel 
Ik* treaty e»oe*y Ba*k man. woman 
•a4 child wrald that day rasai** lb* 
aaMMMi ay**l«*4 la lb* treaty taaslmi 
*4 wbee tb* I HU became ward* ef tk. 
ii*»eraai**t

Tk* rhl*f aad eowelllefa. drenwd la 
tkalr kraas halloaed goi*rem*el «rate. 
lU all**r a ad braes* medals tUl *** 
si Hated Ibdr badge *# sir* pteaed 
rsaaalsenasly epee tketr breasts, ease 
roaclediag tU bees aad meeelagleee 
ra lever arltk tU already tired ageel 
Tk* leaser brawea. dressed la tU beet 
rlotbea Ike* **aM beg. borrow. *r steal, 
stalked .adepeedeetly befere tk* teats 
ef lb* fear assembled trader* Per 
nee day, with tk* rrtsp. asm bill* la 
their pockets. I key fragot that dariag 
lU ren.sis.es days ef the year, they 
approached thee* same traders fall ef 
prom lee* aad servility, la tU hop* ef 
«Malaise “a little mere debt,"'

la spite ef their aaeamad ladepea- 
dear*, sack ladles keen that tU earn 
total ef tb* •■debt" be bad ..btoiaed 
from sack of tbs trader* emanated to 
more lhaa hie treaty amaey. Rack red 
schemer was plaealag the b**t met hr* I 

h two or three ef the 
trader*, with a clew to farther credit, 
aad still have some wooer to speed oa 
lU tempting goods displayed la the 
tradiag teats Kvideatly. at leant oae 
ef Ike traders wee going to fall short 
la hie eelleetloes.

"I garas we "re tb* owes who are 
going to come short this time, Mac," 
remarked War lair, tk* yeeag factor ef 
tk* nearest Hudson 's Bay trading post 
Ils had journeyed to the Keoerc* la 
order to collsct bis Indian debts, taking 
tk* ns un I gaudy deary to trade for any 
sapsrabaadaat cash tb* Indian* might 
have.

•*I don't tklak so, sir; Ibsy always 
pay the Company," replied Ike old ser 
cant, who had attended treaty under 
tbs diffsrmt factors aloes treaty pay 
meets cam* into exist race; "bet they 
Ilk* to raa around with the feel of tk* 
money la their pockets before they pay 
ep."

"You >e wrong this time, Mac. It'a 
three hours sine* tbs agent left, and 
they *v* been hanging around tbs other 
toots since than My refusing to give 
them debt when they dida't pay ep this 
spring has pat them la a huff, and 
thsy'ca planned to punish ms. I was 
foolish to adcaaes them oa their treaty 
money," i

The view coincided with McPher
son 'a ideas, although h* had not fared 
to express them A* he could not make 
a hopeful rejoinder, b* remained silent.

Sinclair, seated on aa overturned tea 
chant, opened hie arrodat book and be 
gan to total the debts he had now lost 
hop* of collecting. McPherson busied 
himself la arranging the goods la the 
teat- Occasionally a squaw, already ar
rayed la gaudy flnerv obtained from the 
rival traders, would" enter the tent in 
order to make some trivial purchase. 
Sinclair knew that they had been sent 
by their lords and masters in order to 
give him a chance to aak pertinent qoes 
tioaa, and enable them to report as to 
how the young factor appeared to be 
taking his medicine. Ten rear*' con
tact with the far northern undsgener 
ate Indians had taught him to be as 
•toical a* themselves, consequently the 
dusky spies were unable to learn any
thing

"They "re going to race," said Ander
son, the factor's other assistant, enter
ing the tent.

" Does that mean that they have spent 
all their moneyf" queried Sinclair, who 
had sent the man to mix with the In 
dians in order to feel their tem|ier.

"I’m strnid so. sir,” replied Ander 
son.

"Did yea bear anything* "
"Italy I bet they say Its b**saa* yea 

would sol give them say debt this 
spring. " replied Aodeewos • • They "re 
beginning t* ford saety already," he

" Whew it la toe Into to de any 
good." remarked Hinrteir bitterly lie 
fait the setback keenly It was the (rot 
•«we la hie career, sad It ee* erred a bee 
h* had been seat to manage aa rstah- 
llehmeel that was fast lasing ground, 
la the hop*» that be would be able to 
pet the basiaee* ee a paying baste Me 
was afraid that even the small leas jest 
tec erred would pet the be tear* on the 
wrong side of the about.

Bidding bis nostedhsts look after Ike 
t*»t. h* walked aver to where the la 
dises were engaged la foot racing cue 
tewtn

" Hew mack are w* oat." asked Aad 
crone, after Mae lair bad departed

‘'About seven heed red end flfty del 
1er*,'* replied McPherson Both tb* 
men were sorry for Hi eclair Although 
somewhat of a martinet, he bad won 
their regard by bin perfect jastaena

Arriving at Ik* seen* of tk# Indian 
foot mean. Hi a* lair forget all hit worries 
lie wan a thorough eportomaa. and nay 
content claimed his whole attention 
Hanning had been see of bis favorlto 
sports, sad tbs yeeeger generation who 
had serenaded him at the old school 
down Bast, were still striving to beat 
lbs school record mod* by himoelf 
twelve years ago.

HI* lithe, clean limbed braves, hollow 
in tb# dank sad bard la tk* log, were 
lialag ep for a daab about bis onetime 
favorite distance II* hurried toward 
Ike daiah, arriving la time to see the 
competitors tsar down Ike lean formed 
by Ike liane of dueky onlookers A 
brave earned Mane keen* crossed tk* Ha* 
live yards ahead of kto aenreet com 
petltor. aad HI eclair cheered Ike victor 
as laatily an any of tk* sworn bled la 
dies*.

Tb* spirit of coo tent entered bis 
blood. He had sot run a race for yearn; 
bat ks wanted to boat that Indian, nnd 
hs judged the speed of tk# runner In 
ha nix or seven second* lew than kto 
old record

"I want to roc# with you." he said 
to Maachoew. who was surrounded by 
admirers.

'Bor moneyf" asked Ike Indian

ha vi
"No, for /aa," replied Hinclmr " 
ivee't any money," he added, smiltnt

■■■
. nmiling

It. The remark produced audible smile* 
from the leant stoical of the crowd.

"All right," assented the Indian; 
"but only half the distance, because 
I "m tired. ”

The two men walked to the start, aad 
a* Hinclnir assumed the crouching poni 
tion so well known to sprinters, he heard 
an Indian wonder If he was-saying hi* 
prayers, hot the position gave him th* 
start of bis adversary.

Tbs Indians remained silent They 
hated to ee# their boot runner beaten 
by a pale face. But their silane# gave 
way to frantic crise of encouragement 
when, after running about seventy live 
yards, the red man palled up to and 
passed the white. Htriving to his nt 
most, Hinclnir con Id not put on any
more speed, and the Tndisn crossed the 
line two yards ahead of him.

Knowing that, in his untrained state, 
he roold not hope to compete against 
even a third-else* runner. Hinclnir had

••tered lb* casual merely to satisfy a 
theory that ee Indian ranee* was any 
good el a daab la bln owe mi ad be 
was satiated; fee b* knew that Man 
«keen* bad exerted all km powetu. While . 
recovering kto breath, aa idsst tasked 
late bin mind lie smiled to biatself aad 
proceeded to pat tb# idea lata execs 
tloe

■Mag ever to Maeebcew, he remark 
*d- ' ' I did not ran well that lime, end 
*a* brat you twice that distance for

The Indian * eyes glistened at tb* 
idea of each easy gala " Hew mack," 
he asked

"Twenty dollars." replied Htaclair 
"W# will rack give it t«. McPherson, 
wke will head tk# forty dollars to who 
evrr wlae.

"Bat I haven't got twenty dollars,' 
remarked Maaeheew, thinking ks was 
giving tb* yraag trader some informs 
lira

"Then we will have to wait aatil yea 
have. After thrrahiag time yea 11 have 
the money, aad then wall race, eh!"

"All right." agreed lb* Indian, when 
he realised that ho coo Id not obtain the 
twenty dollar* that day.

"Td bad yea did not brat him. air," 
remarked Aadersoa. when Hi eclair re 
Iaracd to the teat; "kc's been pram* 
lag all summer, and think* a let of him 
self."

* * Bat the trader made a grand rare, ' ’ 
raid aa old Indian who vat at the door 
of the tent lie was aa old-sty I* ledlaa. 
•ho did not ray all k* thought. Mol1* 
over, be remembered the fur trader* la 
their glory, wke* they nasally cam# ojl 
oe top la tk* rad.

"Beaten la everything this trip, 
Mac," raid HI eclair to hi* anaistaat ;
• ‘ however, we "vs got a fair wind to Ike 
poet, eo may a* well pat the stuff la Ik# 
boat and get bach. To McPbeteoa's 
rare, hie voice lacked the proper amoent 
of despondency, rawing the canny old 
Hrot to give another nnd more thought 
fnl glance at hie master

After a period of three or foer week* 
the inhabitants of the half breed settle 
meat situated a short distance from the 
post were thrown into a state of super 
•titioaa wonderment over regularly hear 
ing the report of a gun come from the 
direction of the prat. Every Wen ing, 
soon after dark, the m voterions, lone 
report disturbed the stillness of the 
night At first they thought somebody 
was shooting at a coyote; not. ns the re
port continued Its regular recurrence, 
and lading no ant iaf sc tory explanation, 
they grew into the habit of listening for 
it, while wondering what It would menu.

After it had been heard during a 
couple of week* Batiste Hwao, an old 
French half-breed, could not stand the 
suspense, and decided to And the ex
planation. Overcoming his natural 
•urerstitiooa, he crept toward the poet, 
nnd hid himself in the midst of a bush 

. beside the road.
Hi* eel fim posed detective duties were 

toon rtwarded by Bidiscovery He saw 
three men come out of the house and 
walk silently to a level stretch of the 
road. One of the three, who carried a 
lantern, and whom he recognized to be 
McPherson, stretched a tape across the 
road, and stood holding the end, the light 
from his lantern falling upon something 
he held in bis hand. He was so rlose 
to Batiste's hiding place that the old 
half-breed scareelv dared to breathe
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The other two aura walked down tb* 
trad and dteei»prar*d Into tb* dark nom

"B* rowdy* ' Battel* rwognired Aa
demon's vote* cowing from rat of the 
darkaras "Heag"T The saesperted 
report striking bte tensely expectant 
aravw almas* mad* him betray bte pm* 
*w*e. Aa h* recovered bte eewpeeer* 
be saw Htaclair trar along the rood sad 
breast Ike taps

" Twenty eight «weeds. " veld Me 
Pbemoa. as Asdsmoa saw* ep carrying 
Him wir'* bat aad cent.

Tk* three mm wral back to the boeee
Hat tele kept tb* knowledge ef kto die 

covary to blewelf II# even wral rat ef 
bte way to relate sapemtitions stories 
shoal shot* being heard after dark, ee 
draverieg to dteseed* bte neighbors 
from investigating tb* nightly report

Daring Ibis lime all tbs Indian* of 
tba reserve were working os tk* wheat 
■•Me situated at tb* rad of tk* big 
lake, helping to harvest the yellow 
grain They were good harvesters, aad 
ia great demand by tb* farmers of tb* 
plains; aad. dating the time Ike har
vest continued seek I so ms with kb two 
homos would ram foer or flv# dollars a 
day -tack of this money they would 
•prad oa Are water, or gaedy trifle* at 
tb# village stores; bet sack man would 
rstarn to tb* reserve with flfty or sixty 
dollars ia bte pocket, to be used la par 
chaaiag things necessary for their win 
tor'a trapping

They returned to tb* rsrarv* a week 
before tb* day rat for the race between 
Msnsheras sad Htwetelr. aad derided 
to make the day owe of feasting aad 
rejoicing. All who eoe.» go woe Id take 
their teste aad camp near the poet

Two days before the race Batiste 
again crept to bi* otmervatioa bush He 
wlteraeed the rame aileat prelimtearlee, 
bat this time hs learned a little more

* Twenty flv# seconds," said McPher 
son. this time.

"That’s something like old times.'' 
remarked Hinclnir, smilingly; "by 
changing these cloths* I can knock 
three seconds off that. The Indian in 
hratra by flftsen yards, Mac." he 
added, as they started for tbs boose.

"Every man for himself." Batiste 
soliloquised aa be walked home. "Hem’s 
where Hnliate Hwan gets hie wiatcr’s 
floor and bacon; and he'll buy it from 
Hinclnir, too," he chuckled.

The greet day arrived. All Ebb and 
Flow erected their tepees beside the 
post, making old McPherson remark, 
"It looks like the old days, when the 
Indian**were all trappers and the Com 
pony the only traders "

Shortly before the rare Sinclair called 
the old man aside and handed him a list 
of names having different amounts writ 
ten against each. "Make every man 
bet the amount opposite hi* name," he 
said, passing a roll of bills. "Jeer, 
scoff, and laogh at them, but make them 
bet; and sec that the money is held bv 
one who will give it up."

Not until then did McPherson obtain 
a true insight into the method in the 
factor's madness.

Oh, but those Indians were civilized; 
they knew ail about the art of betting, 
especially on a sure thing.

•‘They want some more," raid Mc
Pherson, gleefully, when he returned 
after a short absence.

"That’s enough for me," replied Hin- 
eloir. "But, Mac," he added after a 
pause, "it's safe."

The old man asked to be excused for 
■ few moments. When he returned be 
reported the Indian runner to be ready.

It was an odd-looking pair that took 
their placée at the starting line. The 
Indian, in order to make victory doubly 
sure by having perfect ease of limb, 
had reverted to the aboriginal breech 
clout, and clad his feet in the lightest 
moccasin*. Hi* copper-colored, velvety 
skin indicated a man in perfect condi
tion, albeit he was disfigured in places 
by a few dabs of colored pigment, fanci
fully adopted for tne occasion. Sin
clair, when he doffed the long cost be 
wore, stood forth in a blue and white 
swimming suit and rubber running 
shoes; his pink, satiny akin indicating
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