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Work for the Future
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we have sought for and blained Y
k w what rights we have secured through
1 ! N tained to the Gran
snd Inspection Acts, and also know
with what earnestiness we have had t«
ntend for the retention of those nghts

and liberties My object in calling atten
tion to this ‘-ur&u*;;at feature of our work

is that 1 might sound a note of warning

Eternal Vigilas « the price of Liberts
The men = pposed us in the securing
{ those rights have not all passed away
While they may not desire to repeat the
experience of two years ago and marshall

oIl their allied forces in open attack
nevertheless there are other and more
insidious ways that they may resort
to There is such a thing as hiding
behind such a harmless looking thing,
a8 for instance, a * Board of Trade™ that
high sounding title, which title and what
it represents is all well enough perhaps
when kept in proper place, but when it
opens its § mpathetic ear to the interested
and partial information of persons who
are directly interested in giving a false

coloring to their statements, and, at the

most only » one-sided statement, it
would be well for such board of trade
to play a fairer game Before lending
their influence to such a scheme they
should make a proper study of all the
facts of the case, or at least hear hoth
sides of the question In making their
case before a board of commissioners,
or any other constituted authority, Hu:\
would appear In much better form f

i the future they would follow the above

suggestion
Watch the Grain Act

My advice to the Grain Growers of
this province is to keep your eye on the
Grain and Inspection Acts See that
no changes are introduced without your
having full knowledge of what is implied
in such changes. 'Tis true that knowledge
18 gmnml by c'\pvrh'u'v‘ l".l;u-ru‘nlt' may
have already revealed where changes
could be profitably made in the above
referred to act. Some of us think that
it has. Let us be broad enough and
eandid enough to deal with any proposed
changes on their merils, always keeping
in mind the fact, that as producers of
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th gTa handied, 1t » our inaliensble
right to say how and through what chas
e w rect i as 1 procesds fron
to the hands of the B mer

The tramsportation probldems s A

el 1 b oly ver partiail ool
Indeed, it soems 1o be sl the present Limw
" A ver nsalisfactory condition Not
furing asl len years have we o
perwnced 0 much fiffculty in the hand
g and marketing of o Erain There
» be miligaling ircumstances w hiel
n some degree explain the lack of trans
rtation facilities, but after making due
sllowanece for all these : ot retnaIng
an admitied fact that our transportation
fa Lies are not al all commensurate with
r existing needs The 4 not keep
pace with the progress of the untry
| hanne through w heh ur trade
forced 18 entire ' narrow for

R. C. HENDERS, re-clectied President
Manitoba Graln Growers' Association

the volume of business we are attempting
to put through it A blind short-sighted
policy on the part of some, and an ex
ceedingly selfish one on the part of others,
has brought about a state of affairs,
which at the present time is well nigh
intolerable. Channels of trade must be
opened. The Hudson Bay route must
be a realization in the least possible time
Access to the markets to the south of
us (almost at our door) must be had
The producer and consumer must be
brought into closer touch with each other
and under the most ad vantageous circum-
stances. Every barrier that interposes
between us and the users of the material
we produce must be broken down The
popular teaching of the day by trade and
transportation companies is not what is
a reasonable profit for the service rendered,
but “How can | extort the last cent
possible from both producer and con-
sumer in the rendering of such service.’

Railway Extortion

In this connection 1 wish to refer to
the extortion of freight and express rate
charges Why is it that we in these
Western provinces are so seriously dis-
eriminated against? Surely not because
rallway building s more expensive out
here nor yet because it is more expensive
to operate? Why then this discrimina-
tion? It must be that the companies
are putting into effect the axiom above
referred to, namely, “That trade in this
country is able to stand the extortivnate
rate.”” It will be the duty of this con
vention, first, to enter their earnest
protest against such discrimination; and,
sccond, to prepare themselves through
their executives or other constituted
authority to furnish such information
to the railway commission at its next
sion as will lay bare the iniquities of
these stems

e

I desire 1o oall sttentioh to the fact

that the Flevator Nl s sow bhefore the
House at taws.  Your executive thought
i wise | ssk that ¥ any importast
hanges were made in the il pow sub
mitted they would have an opportunity
{ being heard om such changes befors
sch bl v bevame law Intimation i«

that effect was forwarded 1o the minister
f trade and mmerce sl (Miawa, and
a reply has been received fting Monday

the 9th, as the date Tor such conference

t take place It will be the duty /
this convention to place in the hands of
the parties (v whom this work » asugned
such instructions and information as »
deemed necessary in order that the hest

ssibie resuits may be secured

The Peopie’s Problems

Ihd um

i this connection 1o enter inlo Lhe des

permit. it would be profitable

cussion of & number of very important
sconomie problems which press them

selves upon us for solution st the present

!
fimw

1) The rapid growth of our cities and
the monopoly f their advantages by »
few polities! and industrial schemers

£) Shall the rule of the people be given
over Lo Lthe syndicates and corporations’

1) Shall our legwlatures have power
to legnlate in spite of the people’s pro
refuse legislation in spite of
the people’s demands?

) Shall rings and bosses, machines
and lobbyists, corporations and monopol
wls continuwe to dominate our government,
and if not, then by what means are the)

to be prevented?

test and o

These and kindred topics suggest ver)
imviting and important fields for study
We shall not attempt
in this address to deal st any length with
these problems The most that we can

and mvestigation

hope to do is to present very briefly one
or two chiefl aspects of the movement
towards & more perfect democracy of
self-government in pelitieal and industeial
affairs, and in this conmection wonld

R. McKENZIFE. re-appointed Secretary
Mantioba Grain Growers' Association

designate private monopoly in politios
and industry as being the central and most
threatening evil of our times
Self-Government a Myth

The law declares in favor of securing
self-government in political affairs, but
comparatively little is said about securing
sell-government in industrial affairs. Yet
the principle of self-government and
democracy is just as necessary to liberty,
justice and development in the latter
case as in the former. Oppression by
an aristocracy of industrial monopolists
is as bad as oppression by an aristocracy
of political monopolists. Up to the
present time this principle of self-govern-
ment, so much referred to as the fibre
of our constitution, when we come to
look for political application has been
very imperfectly carried out. The people
spoken of by the political stump speakers
and election campaign literature as the

Henders, president of the Manitoba Grain Growers' Amsociation, delivered at the

“sovervign people” have, | might say,
o direct ofcent control They are
sovereign de Jure but aot de lacto, ercepl
sl olection Jmes The actual power
esperienced by the people conwisis chiefly
in the periodic chaton of another set of
masters who make laws to suit themeel ves
and enforee them until their term of
office expires, regardiess of the will of
the people We are governed by mn
slective anstocracy which in s turmn »
largely comtrolled by an aristoorscy of
wealth. Behind the governments and
the legislatures are the corporstions and
trasts.  Behind the machines, the rings
and the bhosses, are the husiness mnﬂnv-t‘
wla, the industrial combinations, and
the plutocrats. behind the politioal monop
olists are the industrial monopolists
This then, in very bheiel s the state
of alflnins What s the remedy’ We
answer the principal remedy is Direct
Legisiation, because it opens tLhe door
to every other reform No one whe
really believes in wif-government oan
refuse Lo support the Initiative and Refer.
endum for they merely enable the people
to velo laws they do not want and 1o
socure laws they do want, that is, they
enable the people to govern themaselves
Did we have Direct Legisiation what
rapid strides would we make slong the
lines of civil service reform, proportionsl
representation, the elective ballot, rqlul
wulfrage, efficient corrupt practices act,
and the popular Recall, all of which are
really necessary in order that the people
may really own agd operate the govern.
ment, under conditions most  likely to
secure wise legislation and honest, in
telligent and economic administration

Real Public Ownership

I desire to eall your attention in the
concluding part of this address o 0o
operative business and public ownership
of industrial monopolies, remembering
that government ownership of industrial
monopolies is not  public ownership,
unless the people own the government
Public ownership of the government is
essential to real public ownership of
industry, and public ownership of govern-
ment involves what we have previously
said concerning Direct lr(nLhnn, .-
that these must be a part of every thorough
and reliable plan for the public ownershi
of industrial monopolies. And yet q
wish to say that an advance in public
industry, or government ownership of
industry, is not an unmitigated evil;
indeed it may be advanced in sid of the
movement toward good government, be-
cause in the first place it helps to do away
with private corporations which are
chiefly the corrupting influence and
certainly one of the leading obstacles to
good government today. Secondly, 0t
increases the importance of governmental
affairs, and intensifies the disasters result-
ing from corruption, partisanship, and
the spoils system and so arouses the
interests of the citizens and impels them
to demand reforms that will guarantee
pure and efficient management. There-
fore, except under especially adverse eir-
cumstances, sufficiently powerful to over-
come the effects just named, government
ownership of industrial monopolies tends
towards good government and public
ownership of monopolies, both of which
tend, of course, 1o the diffusion of wealth
and power and the realization of & more
perfect democracy

Co-operative Principles

A soheme is being worked out for the
introduction of co-operation in both
buying and selling which we believe will
result in material advantage to both the
producers and consumers of this country
Such a scheme to be large enough and
comprehensive enough to embrace what
is essentinl will require careful study, and
I would suggest that this convention
devote what time is necessary to the dis-
cussion of this proposition. It might be
wise to appoint & number of the members
of this convention who might be able to
devote some time to this work to act in
conjunction with your board of directors
in perfecting such plans as they think
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