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Work for the Future
The following » the presidential address of R C. Menders, president of the Manitoba Grain Growers' Association, delivered at the

Opening of the Annual Convention at Brandon on January 24

Estiewing >W prwedeal at tarsier 
yesn. I avait myself at the nrvsml apport, 
laaity Is present yum with a stalensewt 
a# the ratprvsewsws I have gathered Hi 
'*")'»! «a the general e«rh of the 
•murmtmn during the part jeer, roe pled 
ahm with mate ugHitioai of «hat I 
«"•rider ear el the moat importaal 
•arh to he lahra ap at this reevenlww 
aad also denag the incoming year Set 
that I weald give a detailed statement 
<d the wash arrowplwdwd by year ex­
ecutive sad hoard al direct ce. That
leah has been eeeigwed to another Mr 
Weed, year worthy vice-president. will 
swbwit lor yoer mnasderatioa the direr- 
tors' report, in which is ewU-died the 
oWrial statement el the worh done in 
the various meetings held hy the above 
referred to bodies I desire that yea 
give to hie report earnest and caret el 
considers I ici»

Vt isdem ef the Paat
la carry leg on the worh of the aaeoria- 

tioe donne the icar my eltcelloe has 
Iceew railed repeatedly to the wisdom el 
the findings of some ot owr former coe- 
vealtoas. as characterised by the rrso- 
lotion, pawed hearing on cert ala vital 
trade. Iranaportalioe. economic and so- 
riologie quest iowa. which in a very im- 
portaal manner affect owr interest, both 
a. agnrull urut. and aa cslisees. The 
study of these ipsestiowa. both ia ear 
mw real ion and ia owr local organisa­
tion*. ha* tended to give to the agn- 
riiltor.li.i< ot I hi. province a broader 
mwa. and ■ better understanding of 
rilisenship Most of n. are broader men 
and better men hem ose of the ronrse 
of thinking and »tndy through which 
we have lire» thu. led

Hid time permit, it wowld be interesting 
and profitable for us to rehmrw some of 
the important work that has been done 
end .ome of the victories that have been 
secured in connection with legislation 
we have sought for and obtained. You 
know what right* we have secured through 
the amendment, obtained to the timie 
and Inspection Acta, and you also know 
witk what earnest nes* we have bad to 
contend for thr retention of those rights 
and liberties My object in calling atten­
tion to this particular feature of our worh 
is that I might sound a note of warning—

Eternal Vigilance i. the prier of Liberty " 
The men who opposed u. in the securing 
of those rights have not all pawed away. 
While they may not desire to repeat the 
rvperience of two years ago and marshall 
all their allied force* in open attack, 
nevertheless there are other and more 
insidious ways that they may resort 
to. There is pich a thing as hiding 
behind such a harmless looking thing, 
as for instance, a “ Board of Trade" that 
high sounding title, which title and what 
it represent» is all well enough perhaps 
when kept in proper place, but when it 
opens its sympathetic ear to the interested 
and partial information of persons who 
arc directly interested in giving a false 
coloring to their statements, and. at the 
most, only a one-sided statement, it 
would be well for such board of trade 
to play a fairer game. Before lending 
their influenre to such a scheme they 
should make a proper study of all the 
farts of the case, or at least hear troth 
sides of the question. In making their 
case lief ore a board of commissioners, 
or sny other constituted authority, they 
would appear in much better form if 
in the future they would follow the above 
suggestion.

Watch the Grain Act
My advice to the Grain Growers of 

this province is to keep your eye on the 
Grain and Inspection Acts. See that 
no changes are introduced without your 
having full knowledge of what is implied 
in such changes. "Tis true that knowledge 
is gained by experience. Experience may 
have already revealed where changea 
could be profitably made in the above 
referred to act. Some of us think that 
it has. Let us be broad enough and 
candid enough to deal with any proposed 
changes on their merits, always keeping 
in mind the fact, that *» producers of

the grain handled. N Is owr inalienable 
right to say hew sod through what .ban 
eel we edi direct it as M proceeds from 
we iwto the hassle ef the osssssr

I ha trawspoetaliow problem eoesss aa 
vet to be owly very partially solved 
Indeed. H mai le he at the preeewl time 
in a vary enaelidactoey eemdttlee N«d 
during tlw Iasi lee yewr. have w» es- 
perseweed sw much difficulty iw the h^i^s^f* 
(mg sod marketing ef owr grwHs. There 
may he miligatiag rirrwmslanrae whiah 
iw so am degree es plaie I he lech of trans­
portation facilities, bert slier mahieg doe 
■Bowin for nfl these it .till remains 
an admitted fact that owr tmaspoctelroe 
facilities ere not ef all rommewewrale with 
owr esistiag needs. They do not keep 
pore with the progress .d the reentry 
The channel through "Inch ear trade 
has to be farced le entirely loo narrow for

B. c. MrNtir.ns. re grtel PreWisel 
MseMeBe deals Osossse* Sseeetetise

lhe voinma ef business we are attempting 
to put through it. A blind short-sighted 
jK.licy on the part of some, and aa es- 
reediagly selfish one on the part of others, 
has brought about a state of affairs, 
which at the present time is well nigh 
intolerable. Channels of trade must be 
opened. The Hudson Bay route must 
lie a realisation in the leeet posai Me time 
Access to the markets to the south of 
us (almost at our door) must be had. 
The producer and consumer must be 
brought into rloeer touch with each other 
and under the most advantageous circum­
stances. Every barrier that interposes 
between us and the users of the material 
we produce must be broken down. The 
popular teaching of the day by trade and 
transportation companies is not what is 
a reasonable profit for the service rendered, 
but "How can I extort the last cent 
possible from both producer and con­
sumer in the rendering of such service."

Railway Extortion
In this ronnretion I wish to refer to 

the extortion of freight and express rate 
charges Why i* it that we in these 
Western provinces are so seriously dis­
criminated against? Surely not liera use 
railway building is more expensive out 
here nor yet because it is more expensive 
to operate? Why then this discrimina­
tion* It must be that the companies 
are putting into effect the axiom above 
referred to, namely, "That trade in this 
country is aide to stand the extortionate 
rate." It will be the duty of this con­
vention, first, to enter their earnest 
protest against such discrimination; and. 
Second, to prepare themselves through 
their executives or other coastituted 
authority to furnish such information 
to the railway commission at its next 
session as will lay bare the iniquities of 
these systems.

I desire to cell attsutiafi to the fart 
that the Elevator Bill ia now before the 
I loss* si Ottawa Y owr eserwlire thought 
M wise le eah that If any importaal 
changes wore made la the kff WOW sub­
mitted they would base an opportunity 
of being heard * swrh changes before 
such bdl » bacs ms lee lalieielwe la 
I bat effort wee forwarded ta tbr minister 
•■f trade and commartw al Ottawa, end 
B reply has l—ew received filing Monday, 
the fllh. as the dale for swrh rowfeevwro 
to take piers It ntB hr the date ef 
thin cam* vat ma to piece in l hr hands id 
lhr partira I» whom this worh is aasignrd 
awrh Inatrurttaua end iwfurmalHiw as la 
dsrmrd accessary tat order that the heal 
possible results way ho sec weed

The People's Problems
lime permit, it would he profitable 

Ht this roueertwe to enter into the die- 
awadaw ef a number of very Impartant 
economic problems which press them 
«■Ives upon w* for aolwlmw el thr preeeat , 
time

(I) Thr rapid growth of owr cities and 
the monopoly of their *.|«enta#re by B 
few peWttrwl end Industrial whs men

(g Shall the rule of the people be given 
ever to llw syndics tee and corporation* ?

(S) -hall owr trgwlalnran have power 
to legislate ia spite ef the people's pro­
test and to refuse legislation in spile of 
the people's demands?

t Shall rises and boaaaa, machines 
end lobby eta. corporations and monopol­
ists coot ia or to d--mosaic oar government, 
and if not. I ben by wlral means are they 
to be prevented?

These and kindred lapses suggest very 
inviting and important fields l-r study 
and investigation Wr shall net attempt 
in this address In deal at any length with 
three problems Tbr most that we rae 
hope to dw ia to present very brief y ewe 
or two chief aspects of tbr movensent 
towards a more perfect democracy or 
srlf-govrrwment ia political and i ad sat rial 
affairs, and in this coonortiow wowld

B. MrKRNZIP. r»-aee*ial*4 Horreurr 
Meotsehe f Irais lire vara' isssHslIss

designate private monopoly in politics 
and industry as living the central and most 
threatening evil id our times.

Self-Government a Myth 
The law declares in favor of securing 

self-government in politic»! affairs, but 
comparatively little is said about securing 
self-government in industriel affairs. Yet 
the principle of self-government and 
democracy ia just as necessary to liberty, 
justice and development in the latter 
case as in the former. Oppression by 
an aristocracy of industrial monopolists 
is as tied as oppression by an aristocracy 
of political monopolist!. Up to the 
present time this principle of self-govern­
ment, so much referred to aa the fibre 
of our constitution, when we come to 
look for politic»! application has been 
very imperfectly carried out. The people 
spoken of by the political stump speakers 
and election campaign literature as the

hare. I might ray. 
-mind They are 

sovereign da jura but wot da facte, meyt 
at alsrtisw times The actual ■> Issortisu iimn The actual power 

_ wsvawrad lay l lia ^seogde ro^ssssia r^hlo^f y
| ||gy perhmI»r rt»**WT <«i »n«s4liwr MHI «*1 

masters who make laws to suit ihewmelvee 
sad «gfura» them until their term of 
*Bm aspiras, rugnrdbm gf tlfen wfR fig 
the peupfr We era governed hy an 
sfectira arietorrar y which ia Its tern U 
largsfr controlled by an arislooracy of 
wealth Behind the go t ef a moots and 
the legislature* are the roeporallew* and 
trusts Behind the meehinsw, the rings 
and the turns» ■. are the hwsiaeos monopoi- 
Mta, the tad usinai cmbsoatiosss. end 
the pint ocrais, behind the pntHieuI nronop- 
oheta are the usd net rial ranwnputtsta 

This then, in very brief Is the stale 
of affair* Whet is the remedy? We 
aaewer the principal remedy ia Ihrert 
legislating, ne mass it opens the deor 
to every other reform No owe oh- 
orally believes In self-go earn meet
refuse to support the Initiative and Refer- 
end am for they merely enable the people 
to veto lews they do not want and to 
serwo lows they do wnot. that in. they 
enable the people to govern themselves 

l>id we have Ihrert Legislation what 
rapid stride* wwwld gw make along the 
lose* of civil servira reform, proport rage I 
rrpresealaUoo. the etertive ballot, equal 
suffrage, sRoeat currwpt prertlcw art. 
end the popular Recall, all of which nra 
really aervorary la ordw that the peipla 
may really own and operate the govern­
ment. nndsr conditions most likely to 
secure wise legislation and honest, in­
telligent and economic administration

Reel EuMtr Ownership
I desire Iw rail vonr allewtkm in the 

n rod tiding part of this address to co­
operative beeinras and poMic ownership 
of industrial meeepeftra, ram» m lo-ring 
that government ownership of industrial 
monopolies ia not publie ownership, 
unless (he people own the government 
Tublir ownership of the government ia 
essential to real public ownership of 
industry, and puMic ownership of gnvwra- 
menl involves what wr have previously 
raid concerning Ihrert legislation.■ranting fh
that thaw most lie a part of every thorough 
end reliable plan for the puMic ownership 
of industrial monopolies. And yet I 
wish to my that an advance le public 
industry, or government ownership of 
industry, is not sn unmitigated evil 
indeed it may he advanced in aid of the 
movement toward good government, be­
cause in the first place it helps to do away 
with private corporations which are 
chiefly the corrupting influence and 
certainly owe of the lending obstacles to 
good government today. Secondly. H 
increases the importance of governmental 
affairs, and intensifie» the disasters result­
ing from corruption, partisanship, and 
the spoils system and to arouses the 
interests of the ritiaens and impels them 
to demand reforms that will guaraatee 
pare and efficient management There­
fore, except under especially adverse dr- 
cnmstancee. sufficiently powerful to over­
come the effects just named, government 
ownership of industrial monopolies tends 
towards good government and public 
ownership of monopolies, both of which 
tend, of course, to the diffusion of wealth 
and power and the réalisation of a more 
perfect democracy.

Co-operative Principles
A scheme I» being worked out for the 

introduction of co-operation in both 
buying and selling which we believe will 
result in material advantage to both the 
producers and consumers of this country. 
Such a scheme to be Urge enough and 
- ..mpreheniivr enough to embrace whet 
is essential will require careful study, and 
I would suggest that this convention 
devote what time is necessary to the dis­
cussion of this proposition. It might be 
wise to appoint a number id the members 
of this convention who might be able to 
devote some time to this work to act in 
conjunction with your board of directors 

irh plans as they thinkin perfecting su
Ora* I so Para ta


