Bulletin Yo .XXIX

To A.G. Bell,

J.ahinste N g Ua are in receipt of o
ditorial Hotes and Covrents under date of Yov, 18, 1908,

in which you criticise the use of the expression Saaroplane
aving & conoave and a cemvom surface®, It is true, as you
state, that a plane cannot have a comonve and a convex sure

face but we are nmot talking of plames but AOroplaneg, twe

very different things. It is true that a plane cannot have
a concave and a convex surfage, and it is equally true that
an seroplane can have such a conecave and convex surface,
There 1a a clearly defined distinction between o
reaatrical plane and an "aerop lane®, This latter tem is
not confined to a strugture which would fnll within the dee

finition of a geonetrigal plane, It is defined in the dicte

8
ionaries as flying machine having swpporting surfaces or

7ings, and Ain this sense it refers to the entire nmachine,
Thus, we would speak of Wright’s machine as an ceroplane,
“nd Just as surely the June Bug is an aeroplane,

The term "acroplane® alse has a more gpecifiec mean=
ing, that 1s, “he supporting surface in that class of mach=
inea broadly designated as aeroplanea., You will recall that
"¢ have the autherity of the ¥right Brothers (whe are cer-
tainly entitled to de regarded as authorities in this art)
‘or the use of the term in this sense,

Raferring te your sugpestion that there should be

‘0ne statement or definition in the specification as $0 the
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