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SUBVERSIVE OF DISCIPLINE
It has always seemed strange that Canadian regiments, 

made up of such high-class lighting material as they every one 
of them assuredly are, should be held so long for training on 
arrival in the Old Land, but if what seems to transpire locally 
is any criterion of methods that obtain in the Canadian ser­
vice generally the delay is not to be wondered at. Where one 
finds the officer commanding one unit freely and adversely dis­
cussing the commanding officer of another and later mobilized 
unit, it does not speak very highly for discipline, and without 
discipline an army is little better than an armed mob. This 
particular reflection is the result of personal observation some 
few months since, and was forcibly brought to mind again 
Within the past few days by the case of a commanding officer 
of one unit taking a junior subaltern of another unit into his 
(unasked-for) confidence, and quite freely condemning certain 
other commanding officers of local units, including the sub­
altern's own superior. And the strange and most lamentable 
feature, both of the last-mentioned case as well as the case 
referred to as resulting lrom personal observation, is that 
higher command officers were named in both instances 
quoted as having expressed the same opinions to the speakers 
As a general rule it is not the most efficient officers who are 
the keenest critics. There can be but one result proceed from 
this, and that result is bound to be detrimental to discipline 
and discipline is the very mainspring of military efficiency

“’TWAS EVER THUS!”
A British Columbian, writing from Kingston, where he has 

gone to complete his examinations and take a.course in field 
Artillery, writes to a relative in this city as follows: "There 
are over 130 in the class here, with accommodation for only no 
which latter number all other classes have been, and thé 
instructors were all up in arms about having so many and 
missed no opportunities to tell us how little we were wanted 
and wishing that we would all go home. It was not verv' 
pleasant, I can tell you, although it is better now. if i jlaq 
known it was going to be such a large class 1 might not have 
come.”

He then goes on to give an idea of what their day’s work 
consists of, and is apparently enjoying this, although he com 
fesses to be somewhat tired at the end of the day.

"First parade at 6 a.m., which means rising at 5 a.m vVe 
go for a live or six mile run or numnah ride and end at 7 Qr 
7.30 a.m. Fall in again at 9 a.m. and have a squad drill, varied 
with lectures, etc., or grooming horses and cleaning stables 
until 13.30. Fall in again at 3 p.m., with squad drill, riding 
and stables until 5.30. The rest of the day we have to our­
selves, and when not too tired, study.”

SALUTING
The men of the Western Scots have gained an enviable 

reputation for saluting officers, always a sure sign of good
training and discipline—in other words, good breeding__audit is
to be hoped that a few slackers in the ranks will not mar this 
While the men give the officers sore arms from returning 
salutes, there are still some men who fail to pay the proper 
respect to the King's Commission, and it is time that the men 
who are doing the right thing in this respect got after the 
others.

No man should think that there is the slightest degredation 
in saluting. A salute in the British service is returned 
thereby making it a sign of mutual respect. The argument 
that "I am as good as you are” does not apply fn this case 
because the soldier should always remember that it is not the 
individual that he is saluting, but the person of His -Majesty 
the King through the holder of His Majesty’s commission

We are sorry to say that there are some units in the camp 
that evidently think they are not called upon to salute" the 
officers of other units. It is all too common an occurrence to
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STRETCHER BEARER SECTION
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