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SPIRIT OF THE CHURCH.,

To be Found in Her Systom of Charit

Cardinal Gib-

Ard Benevaleng

bons' Sermon  at
Mexico.

In a sermon at

Mexico, on Sundav, October 20, Car

dinal l-Hunnn\ said :

The spirit of Christ is in this Church,
the mantle of Jesus Christ has fallen
upon this Church. Never did a son
walk more closely in the steps of his
father than the Church walks in the
steps of its Founder : and permit me to
say if I were to go in search of the
true religion with a view of embrac
ing it—much as I would be impressed
by the doctrinal teachings of the Cath
olic Church ; much as I would be im-
pressed by the unity of faith that runs
through the world which binds me to
you by the ties of faith and of hope
and of charity ; much as I admire that
Church by which we are all one in
Christ, of apostolic succession, that
connects us with the Church of the
apostles ; I say, much as I would be
impressed by the doctrinal teachings
of the Catholic Church—I would be lh(a
moire impressed by that organized
system of charity and benevoleuce she
has established throughout the world
for the alleviation of suffering human
ity. There is no phase of human
suffering for which the Catholic Church
does not provide some remedy-—such
as those infant asylums, where the
little waifs, abandoned by their
parents, she picks up and rescues
death.
She has her orphan asylums, where
ht
up to become useful members of society:
every phase
human suffering is provided for.
of the Church ot
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from a temporal and spiri
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Some years ago, at the close of our
late war, I was Bishop of Richmond,
Virginia. 1 happened to attend a
school commencement, and kindly re-
sponding to my invitation to address
the school, a gentleman, well known
at the time, spoke substantially as fol-

lows :

“ There was a soldier who fought in
the battle of Gettysburg, and he was
wounded, at was thought, unto death ;
and he lay upon the battlefield uncon-
scious ; and when he came to conscious
ness, he saw at his side a plain coflin
ready to receive his mortal remains,
but, on the other side, he saw a Sister
of Charity, and she was bandaging his
wounds and cooling his fevered brain.
She nursed and attended him, until he
ient strength to go to his
home and kindred ; and now that sol-

got suflic

dler stands before you,”

Some years ago I had occa inn to go
to New Orleans, by sea, and I was ac

companied by ei 'ht Sisters of Lh'\l.

in the fullness of youth and he alth,

Thev w

ro gont down to the South

nurse the sick with vellow faver

They left the city of Baltimore, unhe

alded by the press and they n.rh rl
into the jaws of death, like  the
Six Hundred ; but not like them,
bent upon deeds of blood, but
bent upon deeds of mercy. During
the following summer six of those
eight Sisters had sacrificed their lives
for the love of their fellow-beings.
So, brethren, you have a heroism, not
culled from the musty pages ol pag-
eantry, not culled from the pages of
old books. Here you have a sublime
heroism, not roused to action by the
frenzy of arms, not rousod by the lust
5ts 3 but here
heroism, a sub-
lime hornwn, inspired solely by the
love of God, and love for their fellow
brethren, is the
f Christ and the spirit of His
do |
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Christianity a mere historical page
| without having our ns

and yourselves, They are diso

and blind and miser
wealth, without the aid of a fellow
being. If he had no brothers to love,
if he had no man to serve him, what

1

1
fore, I say, br lln'nn, that we must aid
one another. \What would this great
Atchison railroad be without its distin-
guished president? What would all
its length and equipments avail with
out the intelligent mind of the en-
gineer, without the vigilance and
act
the sturdy arm of the brakeman ?  So
here we find that we are all coming to
the aid of one another.

have I to do with my brother ? I have
my family to support. Am I my
brother's keeper ?”  That was the
language of a murderer, the first mur-
derer. *“Am I my brother's keeper ?’
I tell you that you are your brother’s
I\w‘;rm, and that you nu"lxt to associ-
ate with your brother in every vic
tude, and in every difliculty and in
every trial to lift him up. Yon are
vour brother's keeper. What would
be
Christ, the Lord h:
flrother’s keeper
day be in the darkness of sin, and in
the shadow of death ! If the apost

ad said: ‘““Are we our brothe
keeper ?” where would the Ch
tian Church bt to-day ;
What Id become of t Indians

)
to the light a
dispensation ? Ah!
not any more, **
‘(1.1 )

what is the color of your face. Man
was created to help and aid his fellow-
man. He should sa;
more charity to my beother. If he
does not say that I will say you have
never learned the very alphabet of the
Catholic creed and the spirit of the
Gospel. If you had the power of rais
ing the dead to life, making the blind
to see, or giving hearing to the deaf,
what would all 1hat power avail you ?
Suppose I had the power of working
miracles what good would it do me?
God would give me that power, not for
my own sanctification, but for the
benefit of everyone: and if I should
say, ‘‘Lord, we have prophesied in
Thy name ; we have wrought miracles
in Thy mname.” He would say,
say, ‘1 know you not, because your
lives are not corresponding to the
power which you each had.”

compassion which the poorest
able to accomplish, and they will bring
to us a blessing, as well ar to others.
When you help your brother you give
him sight and hearing | and when veu
lesson his sorrows you are walki
the lnﬂt\r\pi of (rist ; and, brother, ks

about it? Where is our duty? Are
we to be the mere lookers-on in the
field of battle, and not follow our

Master in the path of Charity and !

benevolence! Are we to be out-done
by those whe are already working in

the house of charity 7 Are we to make

es indestruct
ibly imnpressed upon that page ?
I care not how humble or how poor a
manmay be ; [ carenot how his cireum
ances may be, whether without influ

ence in society, or otherwise, God has
| his fellow-men
ther, b
ne avother ; light

Help one another, aid one

neighboy

day, some of whom I saw yesterday,
i
ized, whilst you ax nized {or your
mutual wealth, protection and beuefit
I say, brethren, that the richest man
in creation, Vanderbi

¢ 01

|
t, would be poor |
ble with all his |

would all l.x\ wealth be to him ? There

ity of the conductor, and without

Perhaps you will say tome : *‘ What
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me of you and me, brethren, if
1 said : *“ Am I my
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Christ. We
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youmore like God than when

ighed down with sorrow and

you transform that man, you infuse
into him some creative act of your
own. Never, never have you deserved

when you have caused the flowers of |
gladness and joy to come inte the |
houses that were dark and berren
before. As the prophet said, ‘To

their tribulation and keep nn:-‘ self
unspotted from sin, is pu religion
and undefiled, before ',d and the
Father. ’

il a i o

His charity was not zonfined to mere
donations, which humiliate as much as
they relieve. The tone of his voice,

! the beam of his eye, enhanced every

gift, and surprised the poor suppliant
with that rarest and sweetest of chari-
ties — the charity not merely of the

! Traveller,"”

given, are worthy

example of practical deve

four thousand persons.

A filled Monday ni
behalf of the Cleveland Apostolate who
lectures and exercises
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‘n 1 Al appropriat

with problems of the sou!, our imm

tal ri('x'in\. [h<' way ui ~“\\ ation, civi

nohody or no sy w- n,
qunw (mnpmisnns,
will not be in a .slurit of controversy.

Corinthians on charity.
said this text was selected
fitting one for a gathering of this kine
for the questions to be treated must bo
governed by the dictates membership in certain secret societies
P while it does not expel saloonkeepers

speak at the outset of
aie often asked :
Do Catholics believe that pardon for
sin can be purchased by money ?

God forbid, we do not believe
What sort of crea
should we be and how could we
community aund

any such thing.

sins are forgiven through the merits of

>vl) tlm( sin is pardoved by the merits
of Jesus Christ speak a doctrine that i

pav‘-lun lh\']'n i,*;m
terior revolution,

too narrow. It may teach
of this world ; but it
supernatural. Its knov

like to be like God. |&ive they

. . |
a man comes to you with his heart |
wi
vou help him ; you change that man,

tion of pardon where it coul! be done.
Do not Catholics wershir the Virgin

more to be called the son of G than | Mary ? . A i

L) mhnhcq do not believe the Virgin

is a cr(-auuu, wholly human, but the
all humans, and she
visit the fatherless and the tnphan in 18 enullvd m be (al]td xht- \lulln'x of
God, because her
we hold ¢ -n('mmng the Vi ngln .\LU) is
s 3 that | of the present day

she stands at the head
is associated with
the humanity of
nearest oflice—the office of mother :

beg her to unite her prayers with o
to her Divine Son.”
A question from the box was :
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I'be musie of the afternoon wa
chtful auxiliary to the
was farnished by St. Bridget's choir,
cted by Mr. Wm. Dillhoefer. A
juintet of string instruments from the
LLyceum theatre orchestra added great
ly to the effectiveness of the vocal
nu

Monday Night,

AN WE GEI A LON( WITHOUT THE
BIBLE? REASON AND RELIGION,

The vast auditorium was comfortably
rht. A preponder

wmcee of men was a notable feature of

the gathering, and a very large divis

m  was compused of non-Catholies.
ather Elliot opened the proceedings
1

tion from the
tion Dox
ies which

' oderiptures.

ed a number

ANSWEerC Ia rs iulliot and
rraham, re are a fow of the que
ti )

y ha ori tl Pope

indn 1 t 1

guthorit 1 1 loes not
d‘fu.

n !

1o paiticu in too gre
D | 1t 1 1 iy belie |
that the p Bil errin
0 the n describes a
state a person may fall ih'-n which
takes away all desire for repentance.

How can God be all merc mxl and all

just ?

I do not know. Itis a mystery to

me, vet I believe it because God has
said so. Many things occur in the
natural order beyond my understand
ing but I know they are true because
I see thom )

\\t‘\ does the Catholic Church forbid

Because it is the belief of Church au

thovities, after due investigation, that
“ll‘ S0C1e “(‘S in ll"!‘NIIHH llrl,\'(‘ 11‘\[\1]1“
which renter them inimical to faith.

The Church does not expel any per

son from membership, because that is
contr:
may excommunicate the sinner and
deny him the sacraments, but she
never places him beyond the pale of
repentance.

to the spirit of Christ. She

Rev, Father Kregs delivered an in

teresting address on Faith v, Reason,
He said, among other things:

gon. Rea

It will not do to decry

1 son holds an honored place in the do

main of truth : it is infallible in f{t
own sphere.  DBut reason is not all suf
fictont ; its gphers i 30 ( te

wlly
teach the
Ige is par
ient for a perfect

tial. It is ins

civilization.

cason has

History proves this, 1
been given a 1 581

weighed in the balance and found | “" trut h "”‘l ]"“
peaker reviewed the |

wanting. The
state of civilization priov to Christ and |
compared it with the present, proving
that Christisnity was a positive benefit
to the human race,

In conclusion he said: Who tlu-n
could wish back the age when reason

was ole monarch of the worid? The
agnostics, sceptics, atheists and infidels
would steal all that
! Christianity has given us, and build
their irreligion upon our Christian

foundation. They would destroy the
Sacred Book and its saving truths.
The choice is easily made if we must
choose between Christ and the adulter

ous Jupiter or him of onr own times
who publicly commends suicide and
chance is there for a salvation outside the free circulation of obscenity in the
hand, but of the beart, — ¢ Tales of & the Catholic Church ?

It is a question of conscience,

mails ; between the pure maid of Naza

If a reth and Venus er the deified harlot of

azeomplished that the S

stament |

nor d ul‘

without any written code.
The Christian brotherhood antedat

parts of the Noew Testament were sep
arately produced upen different ocea
sions and for separate purposes.

t a religion of a book, |

’I"]l' 'l'/.l /‘\!’:. m A\‘/.lr‘l sman

Among other things A

*“The truly Christian state, acknowl
g as it will the ultimate authority
of tion and its own subjection to Christ

mistakes into which the nations of the

almost constantly

But it will give evidence in many ways
L2 o v

administration,
claim the true author

justly do for the maintenance of human
1 Stafesiman assumes the
an infallible authority,

which its purpose {8 to deny its exist

mine when a state is truly Ch

proves that fallible, private judg "m-nl
sannot be the methods appointed by
it has boen | our Lord to lead us to a knowledge of
There are but two
, fallible and infal

I:hI'- .uul in |u~.uu- to the divinity of

‘\muhl imlum-. on us an obligation of
nw[hml of I\nn\vin;: what to believe and
Iallible authority is not
Fxperience proves

from all historical ev

| u \
1 1
it | ]
\ t 1 wi
Cood \
1 passed « Who i
pa A ble or i | uth
horit 10t a sufl
101 ) vV the LD 1!
mftallib L'hen, bef
in use the Bible, we 1 t have
infallible authority to vouch for its i
spiration Where i his authori
‘I'i-- ble itselt vo, for a book cax
[not be evidence of its own ingpiration
| The Bible does not say it i inspired
and, even if did, it would prove
‘:nw:hm_, tor the question would stil
| remain I5 1ts claim to inspiration ai
[inspired claim Who is to determine
[that ?
“i But grauting the claim, who i
determine what the Bible savs? A
| fallible judge Fallible judges have

|tried it with the result that P rotestant
| Christendom is split up into warrine

; !m-r:.\, cach declaring that :!”!Iu-nlin rs

[ have misinterpreted the Bible — o3
[saying it means this, another that
[means that,  Sach is the authority ti
e | fatesman proposs a he ultn
fjudge in matters of faith and mora
‘he B I
| The Bible n an intery r, just
he Constit ttion needs a rem
t or tribunal to determin
vhat i 1 is cou in the ord
f | nd « N, 1
) iy t 1j (
ek
| N ra i
| )
\
I, W 1 S( d
I d o 1in ot \
1 ! v '\‘ { )
11 t { I VIt ( f a
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I fallibility for itself, the State would

not expect infallibility iu the Church
And as infallibility was not requisite
as a basis for its own authe rity, it
would mot be requisite to make the
counsel of the Churceh suited and ade-
quate under God for the nation

special need.”

Why should the State, when at a loss
to know what is the Divine standard
for nations, apply to the Church for
help in interpreting that perfect law,
when the Church is claimed by it to he
just as fallible as the State itself ?

Jut. which Church should the State
consult ?  One that claims to be fallible
or one that claims to be infallible - the
Protestant or the Catholic ?

It will be noticed in the above ex
tract how the Stafesinan confounds th
two authorities, that of the Church
and that of the State it
fails to see that their domains and
ends are entirely different that of
the ite ie to govern in the na
ural, temporal to the law
of God ; that of the Church to teacl
the revealed truth and law of God, and

minister to ma: nee in reference t
his eternal and
Hence
ent,and t

) u!\utllw formerdo

not imply the fallibility of the latter
These aut hwmlw are not analogous
The Statesman’s article is an excellen
gpecimen  of indefinite  theological
moeandering

s sveins
At Mass.

The use of a prayer-book at Mass is
a great aid to devotion. There are
some, especially men, prone to dispense
with it. This is a mistake ; for the
capacity of following the Mass service
by meditation is very rare, not one in
a thousand possessing the necessary
power of mental concentration. Dis
traction one-half the timo is sure to ha
the result of attempting to follow Mass

to assume that He did not
some sure method of know
» with certainty His laws, obedience
tow hil-h He has made a condition of
infallible | late
.mthnn'\ can give 111 thl~. certainty.
Therefore, such an authority exists,
because God is just.

Again, State laws are obliging in book.—Church Progress

without a prayer-book. The praye:
book fixes and holds the attention,
[arrays the proper thoughts and senti
ments in an orderly manuer and stimn
our piety in correspondence with
| the various parts of the Mass.  No one,
{who can read, should neglect to dili
gumh follow Mass without a prayer




