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THE CATHOLIC RECORD.

the meking and unmakirg of parties.” It
bae argued that this is proof enovgh that
Ostholics are corrupt, How comes
it now that 1t recommends the Equal
Righta party, the party of purity and right.
‘ouenesn, to adopt this corrupt polley 1 Haa
the Mail become a convert to the awful
«doctrine that “the end justifics the menne)’
Or 18 thts “honest ard {udependent”
leader of rightaous Protestantism merely
a Jeault in disguise?

EXIT FULTON.

Filtby Falton bas come and gone, and
it may be permitted ue to ask what guod
bas he done. I1s the presence of the
beastly vilifier of everything pure and
good contributed in any way towards the
moral tmprovement of the clty of London?
Have the obscene expressicns and the
filthy elluslone which go to make up the
sum total of Falton’s abominable lectares
gonferred any benefit on the reader,
yourg and old, of the dally journals, on
which they were printed almost verbatim ?
We trow not.  We arestrongly of opluion
that these impure lectures of Falton have
wroaght great harm, 1f not havoe, among
a cerfain class of readers whose imagina-
tion 12 easily excited, and who are apt to
say to themselves, if clergymen be such
a8 Falton represants them, what moral.
Ity may bo expested from us? Why
should we be virtuous when they sre so
viclous ? 1t is utterly impossible, there
fore, that such lectures should mot bs

‘followed by the very worst results, It

was the duty of the clvil authorities to
pot & stop to the pablicity of such psison.
ous literatare, The law is very strics in
this matter, and why hsa it not baen put
in force? Obscene literature may ba
se'zed upon at the froutlers or ia Hor
Majasty’s Castom Hoases, and barnt or
pablicly destroyed, lest any, even the least
of her Majasty’s subjscts, ehould In any
way be harmed or the m'nds of their
children be polluted and public morality
be endavgered. There is no doubt what.
ever about the existence of laws estab
lished for the preservation of good morals
In thls 28 In every other well.
governed couatry ia Christeniom. Cor-
ruptiog literature, impure works asd
plctures, may be arrested at the fronm:ler
and confisested, while traflickers ia such
viilsinous and eoul destroying goods are
liable to heavy fines and imprisonment,
It is d'ffisult to uuderstand how men of
Fuiton's stamp ars sllowed to enter
Canada uunchallenged, Bat yet moze in-
conce!vable {s the fact of his balng all »wed
to peidle an Immoral work of the most
prurieat character, that s full of horrible
lNes aud of the vilest calamnles agatnast
Catholic priests, who are naturally under
the protestlon of the clvll government,
The priests of any country are the best
gusrdians of itsmorality, No civilizatlon
may last long, no Government may be
said to bave any guarantee cf stabllity
witbout morals—without respect for all
the principles of publlc deceacy and of
domestic as well as national honor. Bat
where sll these are thrown aside—where
the very priests themselves are represeated
and faleely and lylogly held up as the
most flagrent violators of all laws of de
cency and morality—It {3 almost time the
authoritles of the country ehould step in
and enforce the laws tbat provide f r In.
dividual protection and for pubiic de.
cency. Why should a lecherous forelgner
be allowed to invade the sanctity of our
Canxzdian bomes, and with pestlential
breath and impure lipsand lasclvlous at 1.
tudes pollute the very aic we breathe,
and cthock the delicate sense of
our pure-mivded Canadlan women
that for innate modesty and eterling vir
tue stand above roprosch, and, we venture
to say, peerlees on the contineat cf Amer-
ica 7 If the soul-polluting reffian is per.
mitted the llberty of the uncil:nding sub.
ject—if he be allowed by our supine
legisiators and weak-kneed law cfliscre to
go about sowing the poleen of Immorality
ard of ohscenity in every town and clty—
&t least let them enforce the law againast
obscene literature, and sefze upon Ful.
ton’s book of filth before too much evil
e wrought and too msny ienucent souls
are destroyed by the pestiferous acd
malign irflaence of its bilghting pages,

In the published accounts of Tuetday
night's lecture it is eald that Rov. Dz,
Falion explalued how his filthy book
camo to be written. He did not tell bis
auditnce how a'l the yourg women in
the printiog establichment at Boston
refosed to work, how they would not
pollute their hands or their eyes or thelr
fmaginations with the priating or the
compilation of euch a devilish bock
He did not tell his audience how all those
glrls In Boston struck work and went
home In a body and remasined idle for a
whole week rather than eoil thelr fingers
with such immoral dfct.

1t is noteworthy that women, young and
old, who osre usually exciuded from halls
or courthouses on such occaslons, were
encoursged, on the centrary, to come and
hear &!l the suggestive lmmoralities that
would flow from the impure lips of the
malodorous Fulton. It ls noteworthy
that Rev, J. A, Murray ‘“‘commended
the courage of the women, youny and old,
who were brave enough to be present at this
meeting,

It certainly must have required a triple

cont of brass,a truce to all shame, for any
woman, old or yourg, to be found present
at snch a gatherlrg, But what tpecles of
morelity is that taught in the church of
Rov. J, A, Marray when ke encourages
the young women cf hie congregation to
attend lectures on Impurity?  What s
to bzecome of soclal life? What Is to
become of publle decency ! Where 1a it
all golog to end ?

Fulton’s les might have galned eredit
u8 Maria Monk’s did about fifty years
830: But the ilmes have charged —
people are not quite so gullible now
a3 they were in those days

THE ENGLISH MUNICIPAL

ELECTIONS.

Tae liberal triumph at the late Muci.
cipal elections in England was even
greater than was reported by cable, The
Gladstoniaue heve won from the enemy
122 boroughs, whereas the Tories have
ovly captured 62, but as the Lib.
eral-Uanioniets gained 3 and the Inde.
pendents 3 from the Liberals, the whole
Tory gain may be counted at G5 or GG,
This makes tie net grin of the Glad.
stonians 56. This, edded to the gain of
lagt year, would indicate a change of
sentiment, in at least 120 boroughs, in
favor of Mr, Gladstone, waich would give
him a msjority of about 120 in Parlia-
ment if the clectors adhere to their
preferences in the coming Parliamentary
election, even though Ireland and Scot-
land were to remain stationary, which is
not likely to be the case.

A most notewortby feature of the
event is the demoralization and rout of
the Unionist combination in Birming.
ham. The Liberals have gained four
seats in that city, the home and strong.
hold of Mr. Joseph Chamberlain. Thie
hes been the result of the quarrel be
tween the two wings of the party, and
both have suffered equally, two Coneer
vatives and two Liberal. Unionists having
lost their seats, and a Conservative.
Liberal-Unionist majority of 1523 in the
four wards in 1888 having been turned
into & Liberal msjority of 2,007 in 1889,
'lundreds of Conservatives voted for the
Liberal candidates in preference to
the  Liberal Unionists, while the
Liberal-Unionists retaliated by voting
against the Conservatives in the cther
wards, Oae ofthe two Liberal- Uoionists
defeated was Mr. Austin Chamberlain,
the son of Mr. Joseph Chamberlain, and
this makes the defeat more galling As
might be expzcted, the supparters ot the
Government are much demoralizad by
the general results, as it is a sure indica-
tion of total defeat at the general elec-
tion. It is true that Municipal elections
do not always depend upon the same
issues which are at stake in Parliamen-
tary contests, but it is equally
true in [Eogland, as in Canada,
that party preferences influence the
electors in their choice, and that for
the most part people work with the
same allies in one elaction as in another,
We may therefore take it for cartain that
the next Parliamentary contest will re-
sult in a great victory for Mr, Gladstone
and Home Rule for Ireland.

The bye-elections alone were sufficient
to prove that a great reaction has set in
with the people of Eagland, inclining
them more than ever to grant the
demands of Ireland, but the result of tae
Municipal elections, pointing in the same
direction, makes assurance doubly sure,

T ST. THOMAS OF AQUIN.

A brilliant writer of our own time
has laid down for us ia the following pas-
sago the characteristics of a noble writer ;

‘‘He should be a man with a purpose
—a man who has a mission to say or sing
to us noble things that bave hitherto
remained unsaid or that have been only
pertly uttered till he grasps their whole
meaning and gives them their fall
rounded expression.”

A thought such a3 this mast have
urged the Pope to bring agaia the works
of St, Taomas prominently bafore the
world. Moreover, he could not but be
alarmed at the progress of unbalisf, It
is no longer propagated, as in 1789, by
fire and sword, but quictly and surely,
throogh books and periodicale, it is
corroding the very base and superstuc
ture of eociety.

To stem the ever-prevailing tide of
infidelity Leo X{Il, deemed it necessary
to call the attention of mankind to the
doctrine of St. Thomas. In his Ereyclical
on Christian Philosophy he thus speaks
of St. Thomas’ eminenc: as s scholar
and teacher :

¢‘Among the doctors of the schools St.
Thomas stands forth by far the first and
the msaster of all (as Cajetan has re
marked); because he had a sovereign
veneration for all the ancient doctors,
he seems to have united in himself the
intellectual powers of them all, Taeir
teachings, which were like the scattered
members of the same body, he put
together and completed, srrupging them
in & marvellous order, and giving them
such wonderful increase that he is
justly held to be the great defender and
glory of the Catholic Church,”

After these words of the eaintly pris.
oner of the Vatican little need is there
to extol the “Angel of the Schools,”
Years have passed away since the grand
Dominican, with all the force of his in-

flexible logie and enalylical stremgth,
built up the éEtérenouse of Catholie
theology, but his worlks, like a magic lyre,
still thrill with unforgotten mueic,

Thecries have vainly tried to sup-
plant him in the schools. Spincsa, with
his fantastic pantheism ; Descarte, with
hie fundamental principle thet the start-
ing peint of all truth must be our own
consciousness ; have passed away, and the
system of St, Thomas is, as always, the
gathering point of all who buckle on the
armar of truth to do battle for the dear.
est interests of humanity.

He 1e the greatest philosopher of Chris.
tianity. St. Paul, guided by the Holy
@hoat, determined its limits, St Augus.
tine sdorned it with all the charms of
his genius, St Taomas indicated to
maukind the reason of its eolidity, His
dootrinal works are, therefore, an arsenal
from whica weapons may bte extracted
to combat succesefully the hydra headed
monster of infidelity, His articles, which
Popes have crowned with the title of
“Mirsclee,” are 50 many gems that will
shine forever on the coronet of human
reacon, We do not mean reason swayed
by passion, perverted by prejudice, or
corrupted by a Godless education, We
mean reason keeping within ite own
legitimale precincts rad which,nourished
by the teachings of tha true Caurch, aids
us to understand that there are truths
which, till tie light of glory illumine our
intellect, will forever dafy our compre
hersion, Tais is the principle that
underlies the Taomistic dostrine, and
which prompted our venerable Pope to
encouraze mankind to drink desp of the
sacred fount that wells from the intel.
lect of him who wished no other glory
but that of “Carist Crucified.”

The words of Lino X {11, have awakened
the greatest enthusiaem in Catholle circles,
and aleeady St Thomas has bacome the

presiding master in many a Catholic

University.

The Infilel world has percelved what a

potent champlon Caitholiclsm passesaes in
tho person of him who years ago drew
thousands from all climes to the Ualver-

slty of Parls, and hence many a violent
tirade aud calumaious deauanclation have
been {ssued by & press, whose bastard
cynlclsm {ncites it to scorn a rel'glon that

alms but to purify and elevats mankind,
Its enlightened jadgment: and historicsl

knowledge will not allow it to ba gulded
by a moxk, especlally a Dominican, whosa
very memory calls up a emell of fire and
fagot, and who, no doubt, carried aronnd
with him inquisitorial racks and pincers,

To mankind of this ilk, St, Thomas is
scarcely offered, for it avalls not to cast

peatls bafore swine,

Tne men, however, who, perplexed by

the many jarring systems around them

and dismayed by the prattlers that are
enveloped by infidel philosopby in a

worse than Cimmerian darkness, anxi

ously cry out, as Goethe, on the brink ot

eternity : more light! more light! wil

find in the works of the angelic dector
the solution of all their diffisulties.
The mysteries of the spiritual and

material world, the prerogatives o
humsan reason, the vexed questions o
soclety, recelve fu the doctilne of St.

Thomas as full an explanation as philo-

sophy, strengthened by Heaven's science
theology, can give us in this world,
FRaNC TIREUR,

THE CATHOLIC CHURCH AND

THE BIBLE.

FATHER EGAN IN ANSWER TO REV.
MR. PERCIVAL AND OTHERS3 WHO
MAINTAIN THAT THE OATHOLIC
CHURCH I8 THE ENEMY OF THE

BIBLE.

To the Editor of the Richmond Hill Liberal :

What is the Bible ? The Blble is not one
book, but a number of booke, written not
by one man, but by different men at varl.
ous timea and for varlous purposes, The
varlous books composed by various men,

at varlous times, and for varlous purposes,

were collected Into & volume, ard that

volume s called the Bible.
divided into the Old and New Tertament,
The Oid Testament contains Rivelations
of God to man from the creation of man
to the coming of Chrlst. The Now Testa.
men} reccrds Revelations of Gud to man
made through Christ and the Apostles,
The Old Testament I8 made up of twenty.
one historical books, which are : the five
books of Moses, the book of Josue, the

bock of Judges, the book of Rath, the | rellgion.

four books of Kings, the two books
of Chronicles, ths book of Iidros,
the boock of Nehemias, the houk of
Tobias, the book of Judith, the hock
of Esther, tha two hooks of Machabses ;
reven didactic bocks, namely: Job, the
Psalms, the sayings of Solomon, the
Preacher, the Canticle of Cantlcles, Wis-
dom and Scrach ; and eixteen prophetic
books, that {s, the four great prophets,
lsaias, Jerem!as, Ezechiel, and Danlel, and
the twelve lesser prophets. The New
Testament contains as historical books the
four gospels and the Acts of the Apostles ;
a8 dldactic books, fourteen Eplstles of St,
Paul, one of St. James, two of Si, Peter,
three of St John, and one of St. Jade ;
and as prophetic, the Apccalypse. Hav.
Ing thus obtsined a knowledge of what
the Bble fs, let ue enquire how we came
into the poesession of the Blble, The
Cathollc Church s the only organic
Chrlstian Soclety that can trace histori.
cally its origln to Christ aud the Apostles,
It received the Old Testament from .the
Jewlsh Church. The New Testament was
the work of its awn teachers, who wrote
these books and left them to this Charch,
The Gospels were written priucipally to
satiefy the wisbes of many who de.

thelr mluds, to perpetaste Ils worde;
and to cppose the wild theories of false
apd Jizatisfied mca, The Acts wore
wiitten to record tho work cf the Aposties
afier the acceneion of Christ, and eapectaliy
migelorary labors of Ot Paul, The
Epistles were letters eddreessed to those
who had boen converted to Christian'ty,
and for the purpose of strengthening them
in their feith and in the performance of
thelr duties, As the ert of privticrg did
not exlst when theso books were written,
they bud for the purpose of clreulation to
ba copled by haod, While copice of
weitlegs that came from tde Aposties
were thus circulated, other works pre
tending to come from Aportles, or from
suthors with spostolic authority, were
clreulated elso. Thue we have these of
Tatlen, that of St. Lnke uwd by Mur
clon, the ten falee Eplatles of St Panl,
ote, Berides, even in the copying of the
wenulue writlrgs of the Apostles and
Evangellets, numberless errors crept fo
from want of diligence, of accurucy, and
ditference of opinton with regard to words,
their position and pusctuetion, Add to
this the varlous trauelations that were
made and the ecns: quent Nability of lu-
creesing the exrors aiready exis'ir g ia the
various codes or coples of ovigiua's or
exemplare, and we shall not be astoolshed
whea we hear St Jerome, who, in the
fourth century, st the request of Pope
Damsasus, eet about the trenelatlon of the
Od Testament and the revidon of the
New, excletm, “Tot sunt exemplaria quot
codicer” There are as ;mavny ovrigivels as
coples.
Now, under such circnmstinces, aud
in such a state of effiirs, what would
bave bacome of the Bible had not the
Cathollc Church taken the matter in hand
avd gettlcd once for all the Canon, as it is
called, of the racred seriptures, and estab-
lished for all time to ecomethe gorulnenees
of the Bible, This immortsl work
wes done in the Council of Carthage in
the year 397, and agaln sffirmed by Pope
innocent 1., in his let'er to Ecuperius the
Blsbop of Toulouse, end by Pope Gelagius
in the fist Council of Rome in 494, If
we have o Bible at ell, know now what
is an inepired book snd what is not, we
owe It to the Cathollc Chusch, to that
Courch whose councils and Poper defin.
ately cettled the ma‘ter a thousand years
bofore Protestantlsm wes born. Yet
there are men who will tell you that the
Catholic Church is the bitter encmy of the
Bible. The Catholic Canrch, who ssved
the sacred books from destruction,
Chrletians In China must be citber gov-
erned by delusion or guiity of feand.”
Str Jemes Brooke, addreselng the scciety
for the propagstion of the Guspel, said to
the members : “You heve made no pro-
gress at ail either with the Hindoo or the
Mahometan ; yon are just where yon
werd the firet day you went to Indla,”
De. Larg, ia 15852, eaid of these Protest-
sut wisaonary efforts: “There is not &
wellesuthenticated caee of the converson
of a black native (of Austraila) to Christt
anity.” M:jor Dunds veported to the
House of Commone, saying: “The mis-
elonaries have hardly Chdstlan zxd a
single individual in South Africa.” Lord
Castlereagh, rpeaking of Syria says : “Tae
(prot) Bishop hesecarcely & congregaiion be
sides his chaplaine, bie doctor mnd their
familiee,” I migh. go on quotisg much
more of this Protestaut testnony to show
that the method adopted by Protestants
of converting the heathen by the fece
distribution of Bibles has resuited in com
plete fatlure. What s the obvious con.
- (claslon to which we muet arrive from aii
these potent facts? That the Bibleis not
1 | the ordinary meane de:dgned by Provi
dence to bring men to the knowledge of
Christ’s doctrine or Carlst’s lsw, Not
only s it not the ordinary mesne, but it
could not be. Millione conld not use it
g | Children and the unlettered could not
read it,  Yet children wsnt to be eaved,
f|and we are not aware that the art of read.
ing has ever becn made a condition of sal-
vation,

Nowhere has G)d ever make the read.
irg of the bible obligatory upon enybody,
Nelther Moses, nor sny of the Prophets,
nor the Synagogue, nor Christ, nor the
Apostles have ever promulgated s law to
that effect. The reeding of the Blble s
not even a general means for the promo.
tlon of truth and gofllicess, The ordin-
ary man who reads the Bible interprets
any obscura passage he may chance to
meet accordiug to what he has already
learnt from verbal tsaching or ha consulis
others wiser than himseif, or he passes the
passage by without further notice. If the
third he gains pothing by readiog the
Bible. [f the second he has only humsan
authority for the guide. If the fiest he s
no wiser than he was before he read., At
the time of the Reformetion everybady
read the Bible and everybody outs'de ths
Catholle Church claimed the right to read
and interpret it in accordapca with his

]

The Bible fs | own private judgment just ss Protestants

do to-day, Did thls untversal Bible read
fvg make the people batter, more obadi-
ent, more chaste, more godly 3 Hore is
the anewer given to ue by bistory, From
1527 to 1629 the Dake f S:ixony at the
lnsttynation of Martin Lather appointed
a commisslon to vieft the Duchy and re
port on the religions eondition of thoee
who had taken advautage of ths reformed
The commission rep

“In the cistrict of Wittenbarg 540 Pro.
testant parlahes and ouly 21 scheole,—Ia
Melssen Volgtiand 87 parishes, embracioy
238 towne and villages with 96 parsove and
ouly 1 echool. In Thonsgla 187 parishes
aud only 9 cchools,——Ahoru bad vne par
son and 8o little waore his servicea in re-
qeisi*lon that his Incore smonnted to 2
dollars a year. The parson at Masse! was
& journey man baker, the parson at
Ssldenrode was & turner by trade and did
not know the tea commandments. Paz-
sons were found liviog with women to
whom they were not marrled, The
parson at Luka had three wives liv.
lng. In Holydo:f and Dabro the com-
miesioners reported the people 80 bad that
they ought to be dzlven out of the coun.
try by the hangman. Ila Schonin and
Colpin the pemeants retused to go to
chuich at ali. In Wercha the peasants
could not say the Lord's DP.ayer. Iu
Dabon only three persons went to charch,
The people of Suplity end Mukrehua
converted the church into a storage place
for spring beer, In Globlg they jawsed
beer juge round and draok boer r‘uxlng
divine service. Indeed,ro bad was the
state of affairs that Luther wrote : “Sinca
the teaching of the new gospel everybody

sired to be informed of the facts of | can see that the l}nople are more avariel-

Christ’s life, to impresa His teachlngs on

ous, more merciless, more impure, more

fmpertinent and woree than they cver
were under Popery.” Such was thereport
of the commisslon and such the judgment
of Luther himself. This does not look as
if the reading of the Bible mede people
better, It is hard fndeed to eee how it
could, Has it not been the shield behind
which ever heresy hns sovght shelter /
Lutber fouad in the Bible the perniclous
ness of good woiks, the uselessuces of the
Sibbath as & epecial day of worsbip, the
fearibility of bigamy, the elnlessness of
adultery  and  many  more moral
enormitfes, which hs defended and
upheld wiih fearleer brow, Calvin, John
Knex and the Presbyterians  fournd
the enemy of the B'ble ! Think of 1t, ye
fuhabitents of Thornbill avd Richmond
Hil'! The man that saved the ship with
fta priceless cargo from ebipwreck, and
brings that ship sefely loto port, {a the
encmy cf the ship 85 decldes, with
Solomonic wisdom, Perclval & Co, Who
was it that preserved the Bible from the
time of the Counetl of Carthage to the
time of the ro.called Rasformalon? Who
multiplied Blbles, and watched that no
errors crept 1eto coples and translations
duripg that lang pertod of time? Who
but the Catholic Church? It was her
“lezy” mouks and nuns who, {n the
Seriptorium of their Monasteries, labored
for days aud woeeks end months and years
even in copyivg snd travslatiog the buoks
of the Old and New Testements, who vied
with ove another fn tracirg with deft
hand the racred words of fusplration oo
sbects of suowy wvellim, apd who pro
duced the masterpleces of illaminsted
writing that stlll form the pride and the
cholcest tressures of the great llbravies of
Earope? Wuoo was it ithat piloted the
firat Bible that ever came from the press |
Lt was a Catholic. Who, when tha repid
press furoed out Bibles in abundsuce
with lmminent dacger of error, estab
lished a censorship to obviate the d'ffisaity
and preserve the textinits purity 7 Again
it was the Oatholie Church  We are told
that the Catholic Courch s afrald of the
Bible, dreads it, Funny ia 1t not that a
Church thet so fears and dreads the Bible
should go te such lengths to preserve it, to
multlply it, to trapslate it correctly,
to waich with sleepless eye over every
one of its worde, its sentences, even its
commas, colons, semicolons and pertods?
It fe fuony, Indeed. Aund that Catholie
Church 60 astute, so cunniog withal. We
fenr wild beasts aud kill them, We foar
eerpents aad crush them. We do not hug
thew to our bisyms, and cherleh them as
we would a pet. Why does not the
Cstholic Church, inetead of joslousy
guardleg the Bible, tear it to pleces,
scatter 118 fregments to the winds, aud
thus, once for all, free hLerself from the
fear and dread wkhich that tervible Bible s
enfd to frspire hor with? Oa ft ie funny
indeed ?

But does not the Oatholic Cburch for
b'd her childeen to read the Blble? Do
you mean by the Bible anv of the many
verslous of the Bible? Why ? If youare a
mother and some one cffers your child a
packsge of polsoned candles you, no
doubt, will allow your child to accept end
eat those candies, though vou know they
are poleoned aud your child does not ; or
you will probably permit your child to
experiment on thoee candles and find out
foz iteelf whether they are peisoned or
not Oh, no! As a mother you love
your darling and you will snatch the
polsoned cavdies from its grasp, and for.
bid your little boy or girl to even touch
the sweet temptation, Now what have
we to say about the Protestant Bible?
Many versions of the Scriptures have
been put forth elnce Martin Luther opened
the Reformation ball at Wittenberg.
Whole books and parts of books have
been expunged—texts have been charged
—words have been interpolated—punctu-
ation marks removed aud added so as to
chavge the sense, Martin Lather wrote
a Bible and had it printed and sent
abroad. Dr, Easer, in the 16th century,
found ia this Bible of Lather’s one thou-
ssud and four hundred mistakes, and
proved that three hundred of these errors
wore faleffications. Broughton tells us
that the tracslation of the Bible into
Eaglish 18 6o defective that the texts of the
O.d Testament i3 falsified in eigat hundred
and fortv places. Tindab, Coverdale, and
Q1een Eliz:beth’s blshops favored the
world with translations of the Bible, and
these were 80 notorfously corrupt that an
outery was ralsed sgsinst them, which
canzed James [, to order a new version to
be made, That verslon agaio was rejected,
or altered, and after the Restoratlon the
books that bad been re)acted were restored,
Luther and the Reformera all had o
special kaack of making tho Bible say
what they wauted it to say, avd for that
purpose they threw out whole haoks.
Thay thew out the Eplstle of Si Jumes
because it taught the necessity of good
works, They threwx out Machabees be
osuse it teught the wholosomeness of
praylog for the dead that their slus may
be pardoned. They falsified texts, and
when called t5 account for these outrage.
ons proceedioge their answer was: “Sic
wvolo, sic jubes, stat pro rations voluntas.””  S»
L wiil 1t 80 I order ; les my will stand for
reason,

After thls do you ask why the Cathalic
Church frrhids her ch!ldren to use the Pro
testaut Bibie? lsa Bible that has haen
thus treated still the word of an unchaoge
able God ? Can it be relled on as true?
Ani if false avd covrupt does not the
Uatholie Church do well when sbe pre-
vents her children from accepting and de
vouring thls polsoned epldtusl food?
For what is fal:ehocd but moral poteon
whether it ba wrapped in a so-called hible
or lu any other literary package? Whoen
therefore the Albigenecs in toe thirteenth
century made the Bible say that there
wers two Giuds, two eternelly co oxleling
supreme belugs—that thece was no ¢ffi:ecy
I infant baptism —that marriage was ein-
ful—that prayer and elmgiving were
superflucus, aud other enormitles of the
kiud, the Cstholic Church considersd it
time to put an embarg) an the fudlserimi:
nate veading aad interpretation of the
Bible, She contiuued these salutary re
strictiona so long a8 1t was necessary for
the preservation of the sacred writinge,
8he expeuded money upon the translation
of Bibles into forelgn tengues, uen presses
to print and ehips to carry winle cargos
of Bibles nto heathsn lands, upn agauts
to distribute them among the benigaved
heathene, upon socleties to supervise this
phenomenal supply of Bibles, avd yet—
Parturinut montes et nascetur ridiculus mus
—all thesa vast resources, this enormous

experditure, these outpourings of z:al

golog on In the Protestant world for the
iast eighty years and more, have not
brought forth the convarsion of one single
natlon. Mr. Wiogrove Oiok, in 1885,
sald ;. “Whoever asserts that the Pioteat.
ant  miwloners are maklug slncere
ie the Bible, that man was vot free bat
foreordalned to heaven orto hell The
Anabaptiels based the terrible exceeses
and the hideow licenttoniness with which
they flheded Europe on tha Bbla, Mue-
der snd rapine, sdultery and bigamy and
poligemy, robbery and thefr, blasphemy
and 1mpiety, every conceivab'e crime hae
fouud #ts jastification in the DBible ever
since the Bible, or what pretends to be the
Bible, has been put ioto the hands of
everybody, to ba read and fnterpreted ac:
cording to everybody's private judgment.
Aud now, in corc'uafon, let us ask, who le
it that vaiues the Bible wmost highly 1 Is
it the Protestant Coristians who have cat
it up, mattlated ii, changed it by inter-
preiation, corrupted it by the tutroduc-
ton o f errors, faliifiod {t by forgerics and
mada it en fustrument for the defence of
falrehood and !mmorality, or is it the
Catholle Caureh, who has guarded ft with
joalous cave and watched over 1t for cen:
waries and prevented by her wise laws aod
salutary resirleifone errors from ereer-
ing foto it?  Wuao wvalues the Bible
mora highly, the Protestant who
priots  and  ebips It renderad {nto
foreign tongues,and scatters it broadeast on
coaste and river banks and puts 1t futo the
haod: of ignorant aud untutored saveges
who underst it not, to bs converted by
them into gun wads and wrapplog paper
and other purposen fir which ita leaves
come hrundy ; the Prote-sant who stleks it
fnto receptacles in railway carrisges
wiere it ls never lonked et or beeomes the
butt of the athelats’ rfbald joke; who
hawks 1t about at agricultural falre and
puts it on & lovel with plows and hoge and
Lt#opinoy whistles ; who forees it futo the
hands of men and women who will make
cigar Jighters of it and ueoe it to kindle the
fire in the kitchen stove, or s it the Cath-
olle Church who waras her children not
to desecrate so eacred an ohject In any
way whatever, 1)t to expose tt to ridleule
or to profane use, who declares it a sin
tr use lts words In pleasaniry or joke.
Who esterms the Bible more hignly ?
Is it the Drotestant who Inter-
prets It s ho pleases, makes f{t
assert a tripevsonal God If he is & Teini-
tarlan and deny God’s personality 1f he 1s
Uaitaddan, makes it uphold tufant baptism
for one man and rejact 1t for another ;
makes it preach eternlty of hell fire at
one time and universal salvation at
another. s it the Protestant who by the
many contradictory and eontrary {nter—
pretatiovs of it has wade the Blble an
objact of scora to the infilel and rendered
it possibls for an Ingersoll to gather grest
audiences and abundance of sheckels from
among the ladies and gentlemen of Amer
lea? O:ls it the Catholle Church who
permits no man to eubstitate his word
for the word of G.d, and therefire in
whoee hands the Bible never contradicts
itself I We leave the answer not to bigota
but to the fair minded peopls, who, refloc-
ting on the facts gathered together in thia
short sketch will without doubt give thetr
verdlct in favor of the Catholle Uhnrch,
J. J, Ecan,
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DIOCESE OF HAMILTON.
CATHOLIC LITERARY S80CIETY,

A meetiog was held last eveulng In tha
hall, corner James and King streets, at
which a Citholle Literary Soclety was
formed by Hia Lisrdebin Bishop D )wling,
asslated by Fathers McEvay, Halm end
O'Salltvan, It is proposed by this soclety
to have debates on questions of the day,
futeresting to every one, as well as enter-
taluments durlug the coming winter,
Officers were elected and committees
formed, Tae officers elected for the
ensuing term were : Presidont, Mr, J, P,
Holden ; Vice-Prestdent, Me, Jas. Henl-
gan ; Sucretary, Mr, Wm. Huanter ; Treas:
urer, Me. Wi, Howard ; Coaplaln, Father
O'Sulllvan. A comumittee of ten was ap-
polnted to draft a constitution and by.
laws aud report to a meetiog called for
Monday night next A committee was
also appofoted to arrange for a meeting
room for the winter,

LEAGUR OF THE CROSS,

For some time back the members of St,
Patrick's acd St Mary’s branches of the
Leagne of the Uross bave been consldering
the advisability of amalgamating, aod
finally concluded to hold a jolnt meeting
and make arrangements for bringlog the
two brauches together. The meeting was
held on Tuesday eveniug, November 19th,
la the E. B. A, hall, the subject belng
ia divect conformity with the views of the
mombers, great interest was miaulfested
theoughout, and it was only when it was
fiaally desided to have one branch of this
socle y In the clty that genoral eatiofac-
tlon was felt at the suceessfal termination
of the effite,  Althhugh nothing bat the
best of frlendship existed between the two
brenches a groat deal of rivalry was
formorly  carried on in  the matter
of fincrensing  the membership, and
now that they are in one, on
doubt they will make rapid progress, as
the views of the members ssem to blend
to & great degree towards the amelioration
of the socle'y, The election of officers re.
enlted as follows: Rsv. Father Hinchey,
Chaplala ; J. W. Oummings, President ;
J. Conunolly, Viea President; Nicholas
Buck, Trossurer ; Potrick Hagarty, Mar-

thal ; Secrotary, I, J. Toblp,

————aor
PEOPLE MAKING THEIR OWN
RELIGIONS.

“What do the laity think {—for in these
masters the visws of the lalty ultlmately
prevatl”

These words, M: Rlitor, conclude an
articls in Saturday’s Globs on the s 1bjact
of “Uilon besween the Preshyterlans und
Mihodists,”” aa  article which favors
chavges and modifisations suffisleat to
reconcile the beliats of the two bodias.
Belog, no doubt, suelctly trus, the woeds
quoted would oseaslon mo eomment
amorg Protestonts; bat to Catholies,
whose rellglon is from Carist Himself,
they coeesion the reflection that Protestant-
lim, in whatever form we fiad it, is of
purely human origln, Tnat, 1n fast, the
people make thele own religious, *for, ia
these matters,” as the Globe pats it, “the
views of the boity ultlmately provall.”
CartHoLIC.
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