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At the beginning of the vear let
us resolve, wisely and carefully,
choose the safe path to heaven,
with God’s help to persevere in it
This safe path do the
Will of God. In resolving to
this path, we are attempting to do
that which the blessed do in heaven,
and for “Thy Will be done
on earth, it in heaven.”’
is so supreme that His Will is the
law, the regulator, the perfection
of all His creatures. We pray
for you,”” says St. Paul, ‘‘ and beg
that you may be filled with the
knowledge of His Will :
that you may walk worthy
in all things pleasing "’
Not only the saints prove
sity of this, but even holiness itself
was based upon doing the Will of
God. Our Blessed !.-mi Himself

said, ‘I came down from heaven,
not Wil
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But how do
Will of God ? mmand-
ments and l!n h.‘ '}vmy of the
Church, and by that monitor within
us, our conscience If we only
bravely accept the Will of God.
there will be no worry or doubc,
no perplexity and anxiety, for God’s
Will is wisdom itself and  must pre-
vail. We must pray, then, that we
may have the grace to recognize
it, accept it, act up to it, adore |
it, and love it.

But it is our nature to find obey-
ing irksome, and we are quick and |
clever at inventing exeuses from
doing the Will of God. It is self |
that the enemy. Self that has
free will, which opposes itself to the }
holy \MH of God. Of our own |
nature, then, we are inclined to |
oppose ; having sinned, the habit of |
opposition is strengthened ; and |
through the malice and craft of the |
devil we shall be urged, unless we |
are watchful, into determined |
opposition to the Will of God. So
it is by no means easy to do the
Will of God on earth as the blessed
do in heaven. We may mean it,
intend it, resolve—and yet contin
ually fall away.

Unless we had free will, we could
not merit ; but alas ! if it rules us
we shall be ruined. *‘‘ Before man
is life and death, good and evil,
that which he shall choose shall be
given him.”” Behold I set before
you the way of life, the way of
death "’ (Jer.xxi. 8.) Then, as we
see that self uses its free will to |
oppose and thwart the Will of God,
we must be on our guard, and fight
against it. Our free will unchecked |
leads us to ruin ; God’s Will leads | «
us to heaven. We must watch our |
hearts to see what awakens the evil |
of self. At first, if it all goes well,
it lies quiet, but passion may be
roused by envy, uncharitableness,
a slight, an unpleasant command,
by the very dullness and monotony
of life indeed ; and then self-will |
is up in arms, and disregards—vyea,
may boldly assert itself against— |
the Will of God. The devil is the
instigator to fan the smouldering |
fire into a blaze.

This is the work of our life, and
we must not be beguiled into believ-
ing anything else can take the place |
of doing the blessed Will of l,ul
At first there is not open insub-
ordination and rebellion against
God’s Will ; but there is a quiet,
crafty evil, that may not look very
wrong, that starts the mischief, and
that is tepidity. Thesin of tepidity
is the deliberate choosing in small
matters to do our own will instead of
the Will of God. Itsbeginnings are
want of fervor, carefulness, and
cheerful, prompt obedience. Our
prayers, our duties are not omitted,
but our heart is not in them. We
do not miss Holy Mass, but we are
late at it, and choose the shortest.
We do not mean to give up our
prayers, but by degrees they are
hurried over, shortened, and often
forgotten. God’s grace is by
degrees withdrawn from us; it is
not wanted, or cared for, or asked
for. Tepidity is an insult to the
Almighty God, an offence to the
Holy God, and ingratitude to the
Good God. A sudden temptation,
a dangerous occasion—then, alas !
a catastrophe, a fall into mortal
sin. Self-will had been unbridled,
there was no check on it, and now
suddenly it breaks loose, and revolts
against its God.

We know from the past the
danger of falling into sin: there-
fore let us cherish an abiding sorrow
for all the past offences, and humbly
pray to God that we may not
relapse. Our safeguard will be to
cling to the holy Will of God. It/
may seem hard to give up our own |
will always, but God’s grace will |
make us brave and generous enough
to attempt to do it. Think of the
promise and reward to those that
cling faithfully to that divine Will.
Jegin the year by promising God to
place Him foremost in our minds
and hearts ; to be generous to Him,
Who has loved us,
our failings. And take courage—
others have got to heaven by doing |
the Will of God, and the same
Blessed Saviour will help you in
your endeavors. And remember
His promise: ‘‘ He that doth the
Will of My Father, Who is in
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What a contrast is Cascia
small hill town such as one
counters only in the very
tricts of Italy and Sicily.
and Convent,
is the one interest of outstanding
world importance in the town,
situated on one of its narrow
which lead from its main thorough-
fare. The hamlet is a network of
those pinched by-ways, leading for
the most part up steep inclines or
flights of stone stairs. The main
street is the only one broad enough
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Saint Rita’'s Convent,
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needs paint and
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is and sadly
a number of other
improvements to make
seem up to the expectation of a
pilgrim, who had visited the shrines
of other saints. One is put to con
fusion when the nd makes com-
parisons between it and the be
ful convents in the Upited States,
none of which is old enough to have
yet had the distinction of
sheltered a canonized saint. The
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Cascia. The Nuns of Saint
Convent belong to a small and not
powerful sisterhood. For nearly
five ’mnrhw they have lived
14\1 their Saint, with a devotion

self-effacement that brings
-*rniﬂ humbly to his knees. These
noble women have watched and
prayed and always with a deep and
unswerving faith and dauntless
hope in their hearts. For is not
their Rita the Saint the Impos
sible ?

Hidden away in a wild canyon in
the depths of the mountains of
Umbria, far from a railroad and
the commotions of commerce, they
stare with the confused wonder of

Rita’s

years
w1

a mod-

of

| startled children at the evil times

that have come upon them. What
can they know or understand of
foreign exchange? A lira,
Italian coin, used to be worth
twenty cents. Now it is worth lese
than five cents. A laborer used to
receive five lire per day and live
well. Now he is poor on a daily
wage of twenty lire. Sugar costs
geven lire a pound and everything
accordingly, but the brave Nuns of
Cascia keep their wax candles burn-
ing at Saint Rita's shrine and gen
erously give to each and all their
blessed bread, rose leaves from
Saint Rita’s vine and other precious
and_apologize that they
more, saying in helpless
‘“ We are very poor!”

They hear of the glories of As
the prosperity of St. Anne of \'n;'}
and the wealth of Lourdes,
with undiminished loyalty
exquisite devotion, they hope
but for their devotion
Rita, would seem impossible.

Every war has its aftermath of
heart-rending reconstruction. The
greater the war the greater the
stress that follows. In such times
religion is apt to suffer by default
God seems very far away, and the
ever-coming problems of mere
existence tend to obscure the more
delicate perceptions of the spiritual.
Even prosperity often dulls the
finer sensibilities, for unless
gserves with the spili( of Christ in
the heart, Mammon is certain even-
tually to prove a rude and stern
master.

During the last decade, the world
at large has been wandering very
far away from God. There are
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countless examples of individual
and of group loyalty to the prin-
ciple of the might of right but a
pasgionate war-mad regime has
been riding rough shod over such
simple and pure ideals as those to
which the sisters of Saint Rita's
Convent, true to the great
tions of the Catholic Church,
been clinging through it all.
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DEVOTION OF HOLY
EUCHARIST
b=
Memories of a life of remarkable
sanctity which
the rich Eucharistic devotion which
is such a golden feature of Catholic

piety are being recalled during the |

aftermath of the recent Eucharistic
Congress, which has so signally
enriched Catholie life.

Mother Mary Teresa Theodelinde
Dubouche has already come to
occupy a high place in the record of
Catholic piety by reason of the fact
that she received a mission from
Almighty God which performed
wonders in furthering the progress
of Eucharist devotion. She was
born in Montauban on May 2, 1809,
and at an early age was noted for
her recollection in church.

[t was on a Feast of Corpus Christi
the Blessed Sacrament im-

of unusual faith
love. She received the first revela-
of her vocation in 1846.
to venerate the Relics of the
the Cathedral of Notre
Paris, and at Holy Com-
he was overwhelmed with
the thought: *‘‘The Blessed Sacra-
ment is above all.”

At the side of the Holy Crown of
Thorns she saw a Host which
seemed to be held up of itself. She
alone saw the wonderful vision. It
was at this time that she received
the direction of the life that was
to be hers. Th(‘ Hl\ gsed S
was to be ‘“‘all” to the future
foundress of the Adoration Repar- |
atrice.

sentiments

went
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She had another interior vision
the next year, in which she saw
Our Lord crowned with thorns,
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[ with the veil of derision thrown
| over His head as during His Passion.

of blood whuh fell from His lips,
| and said : Thou art My beloved.
(I have chosen thee. These two
drops of blood from My mouth I
give to thee for ginners.”’

It is recorded that these

decided her voeation. She
found an institute which
have for its object to make
| tion for the outrages received by
Our Lord. She considered entering
the Carmelite Convent on the Rue d’
Enfer in Paris, and took rooms
nearby. In February 1848, the
revolution broke out and
delinde organized a forty
reparation, to which she
many pious persons,
The reparation days proved such
success that she desired to estab-
lish an association, and 2,000 ns
were presented for this purpose
short time. The Associates of
Reparation prayed day and night
the Blessed Sacrament,
¢ exposed during the
Corpus Christi

words
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Our Blesgsed Lord chose
yw Himself for the third time
to His faithful servant. The Vener
able Mother Teresa wrote as follows
of her vision ‘The Eucharistic
veil disappeared before m I
Our Lord on the altar as on a
throne He golden tube on
His heart, and, placing the other
extremity on mine, He gave to my
hole being a life which would have
made 1 without a miracle,
| heard these words :
t) adore and to make reparation to
| appease the justice of My Father,
but all these sociations are
| insufficient. I want a religious con-
secration : I want souls who will
be always before Me to receive My
| Life. 1 will place a tube on their
heart as I have just done for you,
and they, in their turn, will com-
municate this life to souls who
belong to Me in the world.”
Venerable Mary Teresa then saw
| clearly the complete organization of
| the work asked of her by Our Lord.
First of all there were to be souls
consecrated by the religious profes.
sion, and then others united to
them by the Association, sharing in
their adorations, united to their
spirit of
it in the world
On Aug. 6,
inaugurated the commun
her first religious daugt
apartmentsattached to the c«
She was professed on May
and took the name of Mary Teresa
of the Heart of Jesus. Thus v
founded the Congregation of Adora-
tion and Reparation. In the
\-n\mh]v Mother obtained the
privileges of perpetual exposition of
the le 1 Sacrament. Since.then
er i daughters have
remained immolated in a prayer of
gsupplication at the feet of the Holy
V , exposed in their ¢ els day

night.—The Pilot.
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The devil can be respectable for
his purposes. Neatness of appear-
ancs glibness of tongue, and
attractiveness of manner are not a
guarantee innocence of purpose. |
‘All that glitters is not gold,”
the proverbial way of expressing |
the same fact. Many are deceived
because they judge an individual’s
worth only from outward appear- |
The brilliancy and color of
the flame has attracted many a |
moth only to be the cause of its
destruction. [

Appearances are deceiving. Near
one of the portals to the cathedral !

|

of

| ances,

of Strassbourg there is a statue
| which has for its purpose the illu- |
stration of this fact. The front |
view is sculptured to show a beau- |
tiful exterior, from the side may be [
| seen the back pictured as a crawling |
mass of worms. In carving this
statue the artist had the above
| thought in mind, and wished to
express in stone a lesson for the be-
holder. It is said that the face is
| the window of the soul and in the
generality of ‘cases it is. But |
always there must be made allow- |
| ances for the exception. Similarly |
a neat appearance is the index of a
well ordered interior, but again
| here room must be left for the ex-
| ceptions. The whitened sepulchers
| spoken of by our Lord in the Bible
tells the same truth. The term was
applied to the Pharasees. Like the
neatly whitened sepulchers to out-
ward appearances they were both
respectable and honorable men but
inwardly like the sepulchers they
harbored corruption.

Honeyed, words, an avoidance of
vulgarity, and a pleasing modula-
tion may be as deceptive. These
are all indieations of culture, but
culture of the modern kind, covers
| a multitude of sins The very con-
| demnation of vice is not always a|
sign of the hatred of Much less |
the expressed suspicion of its pres- |
| ence in others. Tennyson writes in
this regard :
[ ““And they, goul,
\ impute a crime
| Are pronest to it and impute them-
|
|
|

sweet that must

selves.”’

(‘irvmmpvclinn here, too, is neces-
| sary. Until the speaker is well
‘l\nn»\n and his character known to
| be blameless his words must be re-
ceived with the proverbial grain of
| salt.

| Attractiveness of manner is per-
| haps the most deceptive. The social
| veneer of good manners is perhaps

| Gently bowing His head Our Divine |
Saviour placed on her lips two drops |
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reparations and spreading |

| most prevalent in our days. Much
| stress is laid on this accomplishment
n our neo-pagan time. Finishing
schools are now much in vogue,
Good manners, however, mean
nothing if they are not the outward
expression of the genuine senti
ments of the heart. The good man-
ners which proceed from the artless
simplicity of the less educated are
the more sincere as a8 the
more winning. I'he greatest
| care must therefore be exercised in
the judgment of character from
d manners,
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" the New York
Decer r 6, printed the
as its leading editorial.
Pope Pius has sent \
stern Conference at Lausann
mr protest concerning the dead
in which it is proposcd to
leav e Armenian and other Chris-
tian minorities throughout the
Turkish Empire His
>ms to be unaware of the imn
principle that you cannot
against an act of gross
nity unless you are prepared
to prevent it by force. It is to be
imagined that the Turk will stand
in fear of the Swiss Guards at the
Vatican? The Holy See is without
any temporal power atall. Yet the
Pope does not hesitate to make his
indignant voice heard at Lausanne
and throughout Christendom as
confidently as if he had fleets and
armies at his eommand. This
strange Pontiff seems to believe
that there is still in the world such
a thing as moral force. They
would tell him his error if he
applied to Washington.”
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consoling truth is
clearly taught in Seriptures,
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malign and unfriendly spirits that
menzce the eoul, and by
dangers that jeopardize the very
existence of the body, let us turn
constantly to our Guardian Angels
for that defense and protectjon,
which they alone can give, and show
these all-shielding spirits the honor
and gratitude they deserve.—~The
Missionar
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