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LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION
Apostolic Delegation.
Ottawa, June 13th, 1905,
. Thomas Cofte

M'My Dear Sir.—éinu coming to Canada I have
been a reader of your paper. 1 have noted with satis-
faction that it is directed with inte!ligence and
ability, and, above all, that it is imbued with astrong
Catholic spirit, It strenuously defends Catholic
rinciples and rights, and stands firmly by the teach-
ngsand aythority of the Church, at the same time
moting best interests of the country. Follow-
these linesit has done a great deal of good for

the welfare of religion and country,

, and it will do
more and more, as its wholesome influence reaches
more Catholic homes. 1 therefore, earnest! y recom-
mend it to Catholic families. With my blessing on
vour work, and best wishes for its continued success.
" Yours very sincerely in Christ,

DonATus, Archbishop of Ephesus.
elegate

LY |
UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA.
Ottawa, Canada, March 7th, 1900.
Mr. Thomas Coffey y
Dear Sir: For some time past I have read your
estimable paper, the CATHOLIC RECORD, and congra-
tulate you upon the manner in which it is published.
Its matier and form are both good ; and a trul
Catholic spirit pervades the whole. Therefore, wit!
leasure, | can recommend it to the faithtul. Bless-
ng you and wishing you success, believe me to re-
main.

Apostolic
Smg—

Yours faithfully in Jesus Christ.
4D. FaLcoN10, Arch. of Larissa,
Apos. Deleg.

LoNDON, SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 1912

BOOKS AND READING

“Could the RECORD mot do something
to help people toa knowledge of books
that are worth reading?” This question
was recently asked us and the little
discussion that followed impressed on
us the desirability ot doing something
along the lines suggested.

“ To the msking of books there is no
end;"” but there is a limit to every man’s
reading capacity. And when we see the
time and opportunities that are general-
ly frittered away by those who read and
even resd much, we wonder at the
trequent jibes at the illiteracy of certain
countries. From our public schools
every year there are graduated thou-
sinds who have learned to read,
but who have scquired no taste or
habit of reading, who, practically,
dojaot read. Insofar asjeducation or cul.
ture is concerned, nay more, insofar as
general iof tion is d, will
sny thinking man regard them as differ-
ing from the illiterate, from those who
can not read. We confess that between
those do not resd and those who can not
read we can see no great difference.
That there is such s class is admitted by
every teacher, inspector or other person
interested in the problems of education
with whom we have discussed the
matter.

Now, what of the other thousands who
read and read much, but whose reading
the late Goldwin Smith called intellect-
ual intoxication. Any librarian in
Ontario will tell you that the popular
demand is on the “rubbish bhole,” which
is the name given to the department of
populsr fiction.

Many years ago, 8 great writer said:
« Desultory reading is indeed very mis-
chievous by fostering habits of loose,
discontinuous thought, by turning the
memory into a common sewer for rub-
bish of all sorts to float through, and by
relaxing the power of attention which of
all our faculties needs most care, and is
most improved by it.”

« A common sewer,” an expression
perhaps stronger than we should use,
but one perfectly justifiable. And
there are many Catholics who retain
only an impression of the anti-Oatholic
bias of all this rabbish. It is to those
that & word in season might be of some
use.

The habit o! reading for amusement,
entertainment, or such like, we do not
for & moment condemn. Artemus Ward,
who always respected the sanctities of
life, was rewarded by receiving the last
sacraments on his death-bed. Burnard,
the editor of Punch, was a convert to the
faith, We do not condemn fiction as
such, but we desire to lead, at least,
those who are capable, to something
higher.

.

SoME PEOPLE are in favor of a free ex-
pression of opinion on public questions
only when these views coincide with their
own. Such appears to be the attitude
of the Orangemen of Ulster. We are
astonished to note that some of our
Canadian papers express sympathy with
the wreckers of free speech in that
province of Ireland. Says a contempor-
ary :

« It will be seen that the resistance of
the people of Ulster to Mr. Charchill
has a greater significance than opposi-
tion to Home Rule itsell, deep-seated as
that opposition may be. Ulster feels
insulted that a politician who once so
stoutly espoused her cause, and the son
of 8 man who was & leader of Ulster
thought and action, should now seek to
come among them to advocate the very
cause which but a fow years ago he de-
precated and denounced.”

We will suppose that an ex-priest
pitched his tent in the Catholic section

of Belfsst, and announced s series of
lectuses on the “Horrors of Romanisin,”
snd that the * Romanists ” turned out
in force, hurled missils at his head snd
refused to give him & hearing. Would
not our confrere deprecate such con-
duct, and condema in bitter words this
attempt to throttle free speech, the
% dearly bought privilege of every
Briton.” Truly Orangeism, by its in-
sane conduct, will open people's eyes
to its true meaning—injustice, oppres-
slon and violence.

THE MONKS OF THE WEST

One book that should be found in
every library, publioc, parish or private,
is “ Montalemberts'’ Monks of the
West.” This work was first called to
the writer's attention by sn educated
English Protestant, s graduate of Cam-
bridge, when a young student. Even
then, we resd with avidity what we
have lately re-read with interest and
profit.

As » young student of seventeen,
Montalembert in his correspondence
with s fellow-student, Cornudet, said :
“ Would it not be s glorious thing to
show that religion is the mother of lib-
erty !” Now there is no truth more ab-

As far as we can ascerfaln, the Irish
Church [does not olsim #o be “ Angll-
osn :” it is not s branch of the Ohurch
of England, [but claims to be the true
branch of the Holy Osthalic Church in
Ireland.

How can the Ohurch of Ireland be
% Anglican ?” It is Irish, not English,
it olaims as its mother, not the Angli-
can OChurch but the Holy Oatholic
Cburch.

|0ATHOLIO CHURCHMAN,
St. John's, Jan. 10.

We are sorry mot to have * Meal-
thoir's ” answer ; but this was not sent
us. However, another letter from
« Oatholic OChurchman” gravely as-
sumes that the question of who is the
primate of all Ireland is just now called
into question.

“ Nobody doubts but that the Most
Rev. John Baptist Orozier, D.D., has
the most claim to the title, but, at the
same time, no Irishman would permit
him to be oslled the ‘ Anglican’ (or
Eoglish) Primate, as he is dubbed by
the Herald’s correspondent. He is
purely snd simply the Irish Primate.”

The comment of our correspondent
follows : * Is not this silly ?” And we
can only only apswer, “Yes ; very willy.’

The whole question involved is
whether we Catholics are Catholics at
all, or are the Anglicans, whether
Church of Ireland, Church of England,

solute than this. Religion is the mother
of liberty, civil and religious. But how
tew Oatholics reslize that their religion
bas played so important a part in the
history of civilization.

Fascinated by the massive personsl-
ity of St. Bernard of Clairvaulx, who so
dominated his age, Montalembert con-
ceived theides of writing | his biography.
He ‘soon saw that St. Bernard, like
Gregory VIL. and other dominant
personalities of the middle age, were
only the product of the monasteries.
And, therefore, preliminary to any
special biographies, should come &
history of the great monastic institu-
tions ; hence “The Monks of the West g

We are accustomed to hear even from
Ostholic apologists that the monks
saved the learning of the classic ages,
that they taught the art of agriculture,
and similsr things. At the very out-
set Montalembert lets us know that these
things were merely incidental. The
monks were the great, almost the only,
oivilizing snd Christisnizing force for
centuries. Some Catholics, like
Chateaubrisnd, regard the monasteries,
whether for men or women, as s sort of
moral hospitsls, Montalembert, who
spent twenty years of his life in the
closest study of monastic institutions
and orders, says::

« The distinctive characteristic which
shines from all the series of great mon-
astic creations and existences, and
which desire to exhibit before my read-
ers, is strength; not that strength
which man hes in common with animals ;
not that materisl strength which de-
moralizes the world with its contempt-
ible triumphs; mnot that external
strength, the dangerous belp of which
is invoked too often by blind and cow-
nrgly‘_ Chrl,t::n:; _not lt.hn nmﬂgth

or Protestant Episcopsl Church, are the
real Oatholics. It is just as true now
as it was 1,500 years ago, that if you ask

h is the Catholic Church, anyone
will direct you st once to the Roman
Ostholic Church, and in the time of St.
Augustine some of those sects that bave
sincedie? out were more important than
the“Anglo-Catholic Church”of the pres-
ent day. Ninety-nine out of every hun-
dred of the churchmen of “Catholicus
Anglicanus” would resent as something
insulting the term Oatholic.

We are Catholics. Every one, even
the Anglicans, recognize the fact,
and < Osrdinsl Logue is recognized
by the whole world ae primate
of all Ireland. Bishop Crozier
may be a more learned man, & more
commanding personality, but ke is not
recognized, even by the Anglicans, as
the real successor of 8t. Patrick.

Our Anglican correspondents cleverly,
but with a chesp Jobn clev , try
to throw the burden of proof, the onus
probandi, on us who are Catholics and
who sre recognized by the world as the
only ones entitled to the name.

Let “Catholic Churchman” or “Cath-
olicus Anglicanus”’ prove their absurd
claim. The onus probandi rests on them.

ULSTER JUSTICE

It will no doubt bring astonish-
ment to the minds of many Canadians
when they are told that nearly all the
bigotry in Ireland is fostered and per-
petuated by the ultra-Protestant and
Orange element of Ulster. In an edi-
torisl article in the Toronto Globe
this matter is deslt with at length. It
such valuable and indisputable

oY

posing on
one's own convictions or interests : but
that which signifies the discipline of
self, the power of ruling, of restraining,
of subduing rebellious nature — that
strength which is s cardinal virtue,
and which overcomes the world by
courage and sacrifice. I do not hesi-
tate to afirm that the menks, the
true monks of the great ages
of the Ohurch, are the representatives
of manhood under its most pure and
most energetic form—of manhood intel-
lectual and moral—of manhood, in some
manner eondensed by celibacy, protest-
ing against all valgarity and baseness,
condemning itself to efforts more great,
sustained sand profound, than are
exacted by any worldly career, and by
this means making of earth only a step-
ping-stone to heaven, and of life but a
long series of victories.”

The great historic fact of civilization
is the monks. A study of their work is
a study of the history of civilization.
And this study proves that religion is
the mother of liberty. One more quota-
tion snd we leave our readers to the
pleasure of the perusal of * The Monks
of the West.”

“No men have ever showed less terror
for the strongest, less weak complaisance
towards power, than the monks. Amidst
the peace and obedience of the cloister
they tempered their hearts every day,
as indomitable champions of right and
truth, for the war against injustice.

“Noble spirits, hearts truly indepen-
dent, were to be found nowhere more
frequently than under the cowl. Souls
calm and brave, upright and lofty, as
well as humble and fervent, were there
and abounded—souls such as Pascal
calls perfectly heroic.”

YES, VERY SILLY

We have received from a Newfound-
land subscriber some clippings from
local papers with a request that we
should notice them. The first refers to
a press despatch which appeared in all
our papers without calling forth, in this
part of the world, any Anglican com-
ment :

We Leave it to Theologians

Editor Daily News :

Dear Sir,—In this morning’s issue of
the Daily News, and also in last even-
ing’s papers the following phrase in the
cable news, re the Church and Home
Rule appeared, viz. : * The Primate of
the Church of Ireland (Anglican.)”

On behalt of ‘myself and some friends
who do not understand its meaning, I
would be much obliged if you could
inform me as to the meaning of the word
“ Anglican,” which appesrs in brackets
after the name * Church of Ireland.”

facts in regard to conditions in Ulster
that we deem it advisable to transfer it
to our oolumns. It will be an eye-
opener to those of our fellow-citizens
who hold that the Orange organization
is the bulwark of civil and religious lib-
erty :

« The northern Province embraces
thirty-three constituencies. Of these
sixteen return Unionist representatives,
while seventeen are held by National-
ists. Half of these were returned unop-
posed, so no correct comparison of the
relative strength of the parties on the
register, can be made. In three con-
tested divisions of the city of Belfast,
out of » total registered vote of 31,342
the Unionists polled 16,111, In two
contested divisions of Antrim, another
stronghold of Unioni the ful
Unionist candidates polled only 8829
electors out of an aggregate registered
vote of 17,416, Ulster, therefore, is
about evenly divided on the issue of
Home Rule. Some of the divisions in
Ulster have been continuously repre-
sented by Nationslists for over forty
years. The Chairman of the forthcom-
ing meeting in Belfast, at which Mr.
Winston Churehill is to speak, will be
Lord Pirrie, head of the world-famous
shipbuilding firm of Harland and Wolff.
In 1893 Lord Pirrie guaranteed $60,000
to fight Home Rule. To-day he is a
convinced Nationalist.

« Nor is Ulster, as some allege, over
whelmingly Protestant. Political divis-
jons follow very closely the lines of re-
ligious cleavage. There is one impor-
tant qualification ; the active political
Labor vote, mainly Protestant, is anti-
Unionist. Antrim, Down, and Armagh
are the Protestant and Unionist strong-
bolds. Outside these the Roman Cath-
olics are in a majority. Omitting the
city of Belfast, where Roman Catholics
number nearly one-third of the popula-
tion, the figures for Ulster, according to
the census of 1901, are : Roman Catho-
lics, ©699,202}; Protestants, 627,674,
showing & majority for the former of
71,528,

 On ite political side Unionism rests
on the untenable assumption that under
no circumstances must Ireland be gov-
erned in accordance with Irish ideas ;
that Ireland, in relation to her purely
local affairs, must be satisfied to remain
a permanent minority in the Imperial
Parliament. On its religious side the
charge of bigotry and intolerance
against the Irish majority is not estab-
lished by the facts. Monaghan county,
for instance, which is Nationalist, has
thirty-four _Oatholic officials and
twenty- three Protestants. Antrim Coun-
oil, which is predominatingly Unionist,
allots only five positions to the Roman
Catholics, while sixty go to the Protes-
tants. In the oity of Belfast less than a
dozen Oatholiocs 01l quln‘led positions
under the Council, against- 437 Protes-

tants. Out of $350,000 paid in salaries,
'the small sum of $4,000 goes to Roman
Oatholic officials. Protestanta have no
reason to complain of the treatment
meted out to them. Throughout the
south and weot of Ireland the prosper-
ous merchants and shopkeepers are in
the main Protestant, evidencing the en-
tire (absence of bigotry smong the
Roman Oatholio population in the
everyday affairs of life.”

POLITIOS AND CHUROHES

At » meeting of the Sunday School
Association, recently held in Hamilton,
s rather startling arraignment of
Sunday School methods was made by
Rev. R. P, Shephard, B. A,, of 8t Louis,
Mo. His manner of putting the matter
must have brought consternation to the
Oanadian delegates, who are wont to
express their views in parliamentary
lsuguage, save in cases where Roman-
fsm is ap for discussion, and then rugged
Eoglish is in order. We reproduce the
remarks of the rev. gentleman from
Missouri as a sample of the breesy slang
of the West:

“You let your boys and girls go to
perdition by the multitudes, then yom
send for s gatling gun evangelist to
bring them back,jsnd shout your note of
vietory from house to house. But you
forget you see only half of the hand, and
the other side is black with the shame
you ought to bave,” he declared, iu
criticizing Canadian methods.

“It you want to do Christ’s work, you
will have to reverse the traditional
holdings of the church for the last
twelve centuries and place the child in
your midst as was done of old.” He
further|said: “There is too much politics
in our schools and churches. You take
this man and that woman, and you
sppoint that ‘high muckey-muck,” put
on sparkling regalis, and then they are
jast it. It's & mighty poor policy to
have heralded in urging the re-organ-
jzation of the Sunday schools, the
teachers of which thought mainly
about collection snd keeping the boys
still.”

The rev. gentleman is pretty severe.
We will leave it to our wseparated
brethren to say how far his strictures
are deserved.

A LESSON FROM QUEBEC

There are many who believe that
illiberality and narrowness towards the
Protestant minority are the character-
istios of the Catholics of Quebec in the
matter of education. The very reverse
is the case. Oatholics in the Prevince
of Ontario are only too well aware of
the fact thet their Separate schools,
particularly in the old days, were merely
tolerated, and in many respects this un-
triendliness and unfairness made it a
resl hardship for Catholics to carry
them on. Were it not that the Protest-
snt minority in the Province of Quebec
demanded the privilege of having Pro-
testant Separate schools certain we are
that the Oatholic minority in Ontario
would never have been given them.
The following extract from the Antig-
onish Casket describes the position
accurately :

« The Protestant Separate schools in
the Province of Quebec, receive more

ald from the provincisl government
than do the Catholic S t hool

It r rises, however, it is to be
boped that all the Orange spouters in
this country, who claim that their sn-
cestors came from there, will return and
remain across the brine.”

A NEW TAOK

We are told that the Evangelicals,
whoever they may be, are about to place
the Ne Temere decree situation before
Sir James Whitney, Premier of Ontario,
snd Hon. J. J. Foy, Attorney General.
In this action the meddlers in other
people’s busi have placed them-
selves in a very peeuliar position. They
will ask Sir James to favor the enact-
ment of a law which will seriously in-
fringe upon provincisl rights. It seems
that when all the petitions wbich are
pouring in from every part of the prov-
ince are received they purpose swoop-
ing upon Sir Jemes and demanding that
he handle the matter without gloves.
Knowing Sir James as we do, we firmly
believe that he will handle, not the Ne
Temere decree, but the ministerial busy-
bodies without gloves. A great deal of
valuable time has been lost in hawking
these Ne Temere petitions about the
country. To swell the volume all man-
ner of persons sre asked to subscribe
their names, and not one in ten thousand
knows anything whatever about the
matter in hand. It is something against
the Pope, they will be told, and that is
quite sufficient. When the petitions
reach Ottawa the usual formalities will
be observed. A member rises in his
place and declares that he wishes to
present a petition from éertain people
for such and such a purpose. It is laid
on the table, ind its way into the min-
utes of proceedings and then deposited
in the parliamentary suriosity shop.

THE ORANGE ORDER
Iv

Whenever an Orange orator opens his
mouth he tells us that Ulster owes 1ts
boasted prosperity to the propagation
of the principles of his order, whereas
the other three provinces owe their in-
dustrial stagnation and poverty to the
missma of Popery. Ulster does things
because she is not afraid of the snathema
of the priest. Let us see what Orange-
ism and Ulster have succeeded in
doing.

Ulster has been less unfortunate than
the three other provinces, and for a
very obvious reason. The woollen in-
dustry in the south and west was sup-
pressed by acts of the English Parlia-
ment because it competed with a simi-
lar industry in Eogland. The linen in-
dustry in the north was encouraged be-
cause England did not find it to her in-
terest to compete with it, and also be-
cause it was almost entirely in Protest-
aot hands. Ount of the linen industry
grew the ship-building industry, be-
cause work had to be found for the hus-
bands and sons of the women employed
in the linen industry, and male labor

in Oatarlo. The go'vernment of

Quebec supports Protestant Separate
High schools snd Normsl schools ;
which is not done for the Catholies of
Ontario. Also the Quebec government
proposes to make & grant to Bishop’s
College, s P tant institution.”
Were the Catholics of Ontario to de-
mand High schools and Normal schools
and ask a grant of money from the pro-
vineial treasury for a Catholic college
the Ministerial Association and the
Orange body would have a busy time
denouncing the proposal in press and
platform iz every part of the proviuce.

A RESOLUTION

The Orangemen of the County of
Carleton have passed a resolution con-
demnatory of Home Rule and “Roman-
fsm” which is remarkable for its vio-
lence of language. Can it be that there
is in the constituency a Josh Billings or
a Bill Nye. One would think so after
reading the document. Amusing it
would be were it not an exhibition of
crass bigotry and an evidence of the
execrably bad work of the publie schools
in the county. From the tone of the
production we would be led to the con-
clusion that the yeomanry of Carleton
read only the official organ of Orange-
men, The Maria Monk, of Toronto.
Here is what Toronto Saturday Night
has to say about Ulster bluster. The
editor, as every one knows, is not a Cath-
olic.

“The newspapers are filled with a
great deal of inflammatory talk from
Ulster. Threats of armed resistance
to the Government’s moderate Home
Rule proposals are hurled through the.
air and the Belfast mob is incited to
kill any constable who offers prohibition
to a meeting where these proposals are
being explained. All  this talk
is perhaps merely racial, but
if it is possible for a North of Ireland
man to bave a sense of humor, he must
sometimes reflect that if talk as seditious
as this wers indulged in by nations of
the South of Ireland he would at once
demand a foree of 50,000 red coats to go
and kill them. At the present juncture
the Ulster orator seems to be modelling
his style on the worst effnsions of the
despised Fenians. But Ulster can rest
assured that it the government and
people ot Great. Britain desire to make
certain alterations in the present mode
of governirg Ireland, they will do so.
They are no more likely to be terror-
ized by the firebrands of the North than
they were by the Fenians of the South.

was ch Belfast was, moreover, in
close proximity to the coal posts of
England, and that gave other indnstries
a chance. Belfast was also helped by the
longleases which the landlord of the town,
the Marquis of Donegal, alone in Ire-
land, readily granted. Belfast had all
these advantages, and what is the re-
sult? A huge colleetion of smoke stacks
with a few rich masters and a multi-
tude of poor slaves. “A gigsntic slum”
is the way the special correspondent of
a leading English review described this
monument of Orange prosperity.
‘Women, mothers of families, working for
a cent an hour | Thousands of others,
men and women, unable to find work at
all! This is what the writer above
mentioned says of it: “But in those
splendid streets you will see strange
figures, ragged men in search of work,
men who elbow each other in the public
libraries to get a glimpse of the adver-
tisement columns of the papers, and,
worse still, shame-faced men who have
given up the task in despair and are
living on the underpaid labor of their
wives and daughters. Within s few hun-
dred yards of the magnificent ecity hall
you will ind women and children —
babies one might well call them—work-
ing in their miserable homes till late at
night in order to make just enough to
keep the family above starvation point.
Little children in the streets beg of you
under the pretence of selling news-
papers or matches. To one such, who
said he had had no dinner that day, I
gave a penny. Within the next five
minutes I was applied to by five other
infants on the same plea. The editor of
the best newspaper in the city told me
that every night children slept in the
entrance to his office, ten or twelve at a
time.” What a commentary on the
boasted prosperity of Belfast | What a
subject for Orange boasting and pride !

Belfast has grown in population st
the expense of the province. During
the last fifty years the nine Ulster
counties have lost over a million inhab-
itants. If the Roman Chureh is respon-
sible for the poverty that sends Mun-
stermen and Connaughtmen into exile
howhappens it that the free and enlight-
ened Ulstermen are forced to emigrate?
Perhaps some Orange genius will solve
the mystery ? The rate of decrease of
population in Ulster is to-day greater

than that of the other provinces, snd the
strangest thing about it is that the de-
orease is greatest in those counties
where the inhabitants are Protestant
Orangemen, From May, 1851, to
December, 1606, 28 per cent. of the
population of Ulster emigrated, the per-
centage from the other provinces being;
Connaught, 16; Leinster, 17; snd
Munster 35. The emigration returns
for 1910 are as follows : Ulster, 12,271;
Munster, 8,330 ; Connaught, 7,598 ;
Leloster, 4,258, In the light of these
figures what becomes of Ulster's boasted
prosperity ? The number of persons
employed in the production of textile
fabrics decreased from 193,864 in 1871
to 109,688 in 1901. Surely Ulster is
eminently prosperous !

Ulster is not prosperous. How does
it stand as regards weslth ? Taken by
counties the rateable valuation per
head is higher in no less than thirteen
counties in Leinster and Munster than
in the hlghe‘lt county in Ulster, County
Down. One wonders what reply the
Orange orators, who are ocontinually
holding up Ulster as a proof that Eng-
lish rule in Ireland is all right, and that
the people would be happy and prosper-
ous if priests and politicians let them
alone, would make if confronted with
these figures ? And when the new
Unionist Leader, Bonar Law, said the
other day that what Ireland wanted was
more industries and less politics, did he
pause to ider what ind had
done for * prosperous Ulster?” In
Ulster the paralysing inflaence of the
Roman Church was absent. Orangeism
had a fair field, and this is the result !
What consummate hypocrites are these
leaders who for so long have unscrupul-
ously duped their unthinking followers !
When will Orangeism awake to the
knowledge that it is but pauns in the
game of grab, and that it is being used
to gratify personal ambition and the
greed of power ? Until that day dawns
all this talk of liberty and equal rights
is but the merest twaddle and cant.
When they realize that their enemies
are not the men sad women who kneel
st the Catholic sltar, but rather their
so-called leaders who play on their pre-
judices and lead them they know not
where, then will there be some hope of
res! unity—then, and not till then,
right Democracy will come into its own.

CoLUMBA

&t

THE OHURCH CHRIST ASSISTS

Not only the gospel narrative but
right reason also, demonstrates that
sanctity should characterize the Church
of Christ. Naturally men perceive that

hatever surp the p of man in
the pursuit of virtue must be attributed
to the special aid snd intervention of
Almighty God. And men see clearly,
and all history bears testimony, to the
fact that nature alone is now and ever
was incapable of rearing saints and
sanctity. And, finally, men know the
special aid required to produce holiness
will not be given by God in favor of a
false religion. So if any religion leads
men effectuslly to sanctity in great
numbers, especially if it be heroic or
remarkable, that religion by that fact
alone, proves that she is from God, that
she is approved and assisted by God,
for, as sanctity iz over and above and
beyond all the poweis of nature, so
heroic sanctity in the church that it
decorates must ever shine forth as the
unmistakable mark of God's continual
assistance and approbation.

W 5 have heard much of late concern-
ing the open Bible, the pure word of
God and enlightened Christianity. But
what nations have they civilized?
Where are their saints? What practi-
eal proof doestheir teaching furnish that
these are not mere empty terms? Does
their success in the production of saints
and the moral elevation of man, give
men any guarantee that their teaching
does or ever did enjoy God's sassistance
or approbation? Produce a saint !
What means this whining about empty
pews, and men not being church-goers,
and tbe church—meaning, of course,
their own warring sects—losing its hold
on the multitndes. It means that their
teaching hasnot only not produced asaint
but that by their own confession it has
actually succeeded in disgusting men
with religion. What a sad compliment to
the teaching of the sects !

Those outside the Church may have
good works ; they may say wise and
even just things, but their teaching
does not reach and regenerate the heart:
subdue the passions or renew the spirit.
Their teaching has not produced a
single saint, 8 new man. I do not s?
that the clergymen of the sects take
pleasure in the conditions they see
around them, in seeing their flocks
wedded to pleasure, wealth and position.
They would gladly see Ohrist reign in
the hearts of men. What I mean is, not
that the teaching of the sects does not
aim at bringing men to Christ, but that
it has no power to do it. * By their
fruits ye shall know them.” Their
teaching has neither God's assistance
nor approbation. Their teaching is
like their fruits, of the earth—earthy,
and no pruning of that corrupt tree can
make it bring forth the good fruit.

James MoGuirg, O. M. L

NOTES AND OOMMENTS

THOUGH HAMPERED by athelstic gov-
ernments in Europe and, in keeping
with the promises of her Founder
maligned snd insulted in Osnada, the
Ohurch continues to thrive snd expand
at the world's outposts. In Jamaics, for
example, where she has had to experi-
ence similar trestment, last year's stat-
istics show a healthy vitality. “We
have received into the Church 522 con-
verts,” writes Father Prendergast, 8. J.,
“and baptized 2,625 bables. Our flock
numbers 20,000, There are at present
71 mission stations on the island and we
can boast of 45 parish schools with an
sttendance of 4,190 children.” A com-
munity of 20,000 souls that can in the
space of one year produce 2,625 infants
for baptism, may lsugh at their tradu-
oers. The 522 converts evidently knew
a healthy environment when they saw
it.

A wAGaGIsH correspondent facetiously
suggests that the best snswer to the
brood of slanierous parsons at present
so much in evidence in Ontario (Toronto
in this as in some other respects main-
taining the pre-eminence) would be to
formulate something similar to the so-
called “Jesuit Oath” and fasten it upon
the Methodists. The suggestion, though
not devoid of horse-sense, is so en-
tirely out of keeping with Catholic
ideas of decency and decorum as to be
impracticable. Yet, were some resource-
ful individasl to carry out the sugges-
tion it would be exceedingly diverting
to sit back and watch the row that
would thereupon emsue. It would be
the most pisturesque “scrap” to be seen
out of County Tyrone and would furnish
moving picture enterprises with suffi-
cient films for a year's supplv. And,
however far-fetched the thing might be
th tically, as an of the
actualities it would not be very wide of
the mark. For incendiarism is the
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very easence of sectarian zeal where its
anti-Catholic antipathies are aroused.

IT MAY not be generally known that
some of Oharles Dick
are Oatholic. The novelist, himself,
was not free from bias against Catholics
as his “Child’s History of England” (a
most narrow-minded and unfair composi-
tion) testifies. Nemesis has, however,
overtaken him in his grandchildren.
His son, Henry, s lawyer of reputation
and s King's Counsel, though himself
a Protestant, is married to a
Catholic and all their children have
been brought up in the Faith. One of
them, Mrs. Hawksley, has a family of
her own, also being brought up Catho-
lics, so that Dickens’ descendants in
the second and third generation are
well| represented in the Church. Re-
ferring to the “ Child's History,” Mrs.
Henry Dickens said that it would never
have been written had its author known
the truth. Readers of the novels will
readily acquit * Boz " of conscious big-
otry. He was but enslaved by the al-
most universal cloud of falsehood in
which three centuries of Protestant tra-
dition had enveloped the Church—a tra-
dition now undergoing the process of
dissolation. The Dickens family are
regular attendants at the Brompton
Oratory.

| dant:

WE REFERRED a few weeks ago to the
Catholic descendants of Sir Walter
Scott. It is interesting to recall fur-
ther that the descendants of several
other English writers of distinction—
among them some noted for their bitter-
ness against the old Faith—have found
their way into the Church. Charles
Kingsley was at times particularly
viralent in his attacks upon Cath-
olic dootrine, or rather upon what
in his blindness he considered to be
Oatholic dootrine: his daughter, Mrs. St-
Leger Harrison, known to literature as
“Lucas Malet,” became a Catholic in
1904, William Howitt, a popular writer
of fifty years ago, and the author of a
“History of Priesteraft,” found his
nemesis in the fact that his wife, Mary
Howitt, and his daughter, Mrs. Alaric
Watta, & writer on art, both became
Oatholics. The only living descendant
of Lord Byron, his grand-daughter,
Lady Anne Bluat, wife of the well-
known traveller and poet, Wilfrid
Scawen Blunt, is a Catholic. And the
celebrated Dr. Arnold of Rugby, author
of a “History of Rome,” gave to the
Church his second son, the late Thomas
Arnold, joint author of “The Catholic
Dictionary.” Thackeray, too, the cen-
tenary of whose birth was celebrated
last year, is represented in the role of
converts. His niece, Mrs. Blanche
Cornish, wife of a Vice-Provost of Evon
College, and daughter of Hon. William
Ritchie, Legal Member of the Council
of India, became a Catholic in 1903. A
convert of different antecedents is Mrs.
Kernahan, wife of Coulson Kernahan,
the novelist, who is a grand-niece of
John Hicking, the last minister sent out
by John Wesley, the founder of Method-
ism. The list might be greatly ex-
panded but this is snfiicient to illustrate
how time works out its revenges.

REFERENCE HAS BEEN made in these
columns to the * School History of Eng-
land ” written in collaboration by C. R.
L. Fletcher and Rudyard Kipling. Kip- .




