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VIEWS ON THE NIAGARA POWER Untario with power fromiithis source 'n-rt only for manufac-

SCHEME.

Ontario municipalities have not allowed the grass
tc grow under their feet since publication of the report
of the Ontario Power ‘Commission made the ques-
tion of a municipal power plant-a live one, and many
representative bodies have met together and arrived
at very definite <lccisiuns\jn70»nm'cti«vn with the im-
portant matters involved. London, as is to be expected
ewing to its close connection with and pride in Hon.
Adam Beck, who has been sa energetic in the labors
of the commission, comes out flat-footedly in favor of
some such plan as is proposed.

The Toronto Board of Trade held a luncheon
especially to discuss and ventilate the matter, and the
result of its deliberations was an unflinching decision
on behalf of the establishment of a power plant on the
lines laid -down.

Mr. Peleg Howland] the president, said he coald con
cewve of no greater boon to the 1»’-‘-1\0 of thagcity, provin

and thé country than the establishment of such a plant as

turing, radial railways mcl lighting, lnj the many uses it may
serve and the great bodgh it will hd. to our farming com
tuumty also. Further, wg heartily .LP‘III"\l of the Govern
ment reseérving to the,pedple of this #rovince the advant: 1ge
this great natural sourde of wealth jl\~lx ad of allowing the
icw to heap up fortunes ghereby :;

On the other hand,jpublic ruﬂng at Niagara Falls
itself is running ~mm;’1\ agains@ithe proposals. On
the 6th, a meeting was held to profst against Govern-
ment «It‘\clu]»;n(nt or (.wnlrul \d.nur Slater voiced
the sentiments of the majority ap [;far( ntly when he ex-
pressed willingness that any nmnmquht\ or combina-
tion of municipalities ghould be alluuul to develop
power, at their own risk and ('\P{‘H\( but protested
against development by the '.u\grn'mnt or against
the Government’s pledging the (rfﬁht of the Province
to support any developibhg ente rprkt !

The following from! three r('\dllllwn\ which were
passed almost with ufianimity , Bngg yests the argu-
ments used in a munidipality [}i *h<has “at leéast as
much at stake as any other:

the one recommended by  the commission I'his provin It is not a business’ tl{at the pr v'i‘m' should undertake

having no coal ~11;~1v') sufficient to insure cheap pow Deing as yet-.in an undevelbped st Lgc,;‘,'{llul one which 1s not

to consider the question of the cheapest meansgof develoj used by the great majority of .1?:‘ ople whose credit is

Ing our water power pledged in 1ts support, andifurther, ,vp uld be pledging the ‘
Mr. P. W. Ellis expressed the opithon that there w credit of the whole provinde to tl u( ess of an enterprise

no reason why the plant should be limited to 60,000 o1 that only at best would <;\‘\.'er'H‘m:.71'.52;( small portion of the

100,000 horse-power. It need only be | the require province, ‘and, while we would _\’ every facility in our 3

ments of such municipalities as are in in the power to any municipalityl ar »‘7"”1'5‘;' I mur palities that

project. He believes that sufficient \water can be d 1 should lease  the right to generate agyl transmit electricity,

f'w‘n the Niagara River above the Falls to develop all belie they should dogso at tl ‘} own risk and credit,

rower needed by this provin without injuring 1 he nd not at the risk and expense of :lé( whole province, and

slightest degree the scenic beauty of the neighbor vd they should pay taxes similjr to privafi I itions :

Both the .council and the board of trade of Strat
ford believe in the proposed power scheme, and-were

represented in the deputation to the Ontario Govern :
ment calling for it to be put into operation The
council passed the following resolution:

That, having read the report, we re deeply n
pressed with the great project of supplying the Provinc

I'hat in view of the fact thdt the pr Aince never expended a

lol Niagara. Falls to cfeate .or $81st in creating power,

ut is in receipt of a large fleventie fr@n the same, therefore.
% o

city has the same right to the Mdvantage of its beis

ted at the fountain of cl?- tr l ‘l{r?“"l s if a coal
d been discovered, or a lgas-gusl av struck, and th
le people would receive nore bengfit should the {
dértake ‘to deliver the Hbove m'(zlhl» than tl \ I
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