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of one line exclusively. The latter is, in our
opinion, justifiable in but a few extraordinary
cases. Whereas, one advantage of the specialty

system is that it enables one to economize labor
—another way of saying it enables him to employ
labor to the best advantage—still following one line
exclusively defeats this aim ; it makes the work
monotonous and irksome, and it results in exces-
sive daily or seasonal rush. If dairying, for in-
stance, is the exclusive line, it becomes g Serious
problem to get the milking done within reasonable
time by the requisite force of farm hands, and the
chores become a drudgery which no hired man will
endure if he can help it. With exclusive sheep
farming, the spring would bringean undue amourt
of work, resulting, usually, in neglect and loss.

So with almost everything else, from poultry to
horse raising. Again, it is indisputable that a
large quantity of g certain kind of stock on a
given area does not do so well, relatively, as a

smaller amount, whether because the ground gets

saturated with particular forms of bacterial life
inimical to that class of stock, or whether from
other causes, we will not stop to argue. A
similar principle applies in the growing of exces-
sively large areas of certain crops on the one
farm. In short, the growing of one crop only, or

the keeping of only one kind of stock, is wasteful
of time, wasteful of fertility, wasteful of by-prod-
ucts ; it entails drudgery, and robs farm life, to
no little extent, of two of its prime attractions,

variety and interest, besides being extremely pre-

carious, owing to irregularities of prices.

To our mind, the true policy is a sort of
medium or combination. Do not follow gne line
only, but have a specialty—some one thing that
your circumstances determine is best for you. Go
In for that, and make yourself ard your farm
noted for that one thing ; try to keep abreast of
the tir im that thirg anyway, and produce g

£ ‘ @ Ininimum cost. Then 'group
) hosthardinate lires as will work

Lo bhy-products, if any;
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sustain the fertility of the farm, employ help in
what would otherwise be slack times, and help out
the farm revenue in seasons that turn out bad for
the main line. Every farmer must. of course, size
up his own situation for himself, but the prirciple,
we believe, is of wide application, that specializa-
tion is the key to system and success.

Our Western Letter.

The farmers are at present doing their best
with the Seed Grain Special train. The attend-
ance has the interest keen, the
farmers go away from the meetings filled with new
ideas and intentions. But what then ?
That is the question. The great trouble in the
West to-day is that too many farmers are suffer-
ing from the curse of accumulated acres. They
have gone on purchasing lard and increasing  the
area in crop, until they are unable, in the cramped
condition of the labor market, to do justice to
their work, and the result is that much is neg-
lected, weeds creep in, and the yield per acre 1is
greatly reduced. The future of the West as a
great wealth-producing nation rests not so much
on increased acreage as 1n greatly increased at-
tertion to improvements in methods of cultivation.
The West will really settle down to better business
when the fever for acres has somewhat abated.

lLeen large, and

good
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The inauguration of the two new Provinces will
cause some shifting in the work of the Agricul-
tural Department, and it is probable that the
Provinces will take over the management of what
have heretofore been known as the Goverrment
creameries.  These have done g good work. They
have prodiced a uniform product which has found
a ready market, and in this way have done much
to relieve the local market from congestion. With
efficient management and carefullyv-trained men in
charge they have also served as centers of educa-
tion in dairy matters. Canada’s farthest West has
a splendid future ahead of it in the dairy busi-
ness.

* - L 2

Calgary is laying wires for the next Dominion

F'xhibition to be held west. of the lakes, and no
doubt the great show will come her w~way, 1or the
other Western towns seem to favor the idea. This

will give the people of the outside world a chance
to see the Central West.

* - -

A noticeabhle feature during the past few monthsg

is the breaking down of the old barriers of Pre-
Judice that existed among many of the Western
towns. This is as it should be ; the country is

large enough for all and the pity is that
same feeling exists, to a certain extent,
the Fast and the West.
the people of the kast
is colossal It is no
a paper from the
the Tlast in the

the
between
Really, the ignorance of
about Western conditions
uncommon thing to pick up
cent belt ’—the cent belt  is
language of the Westerner—ard

find some appall ng instance of w hat we chall term,
for dignity’s sake. a lack of krowledee CANA-
DIANS, KNOW YOUR COUNTRY,” is *he motto

that should be placed in many a home,
and West, and if we knew it better we should cer-
tainly love it better, and the more  thoroughly
would we do onr little share of work for Canada’s
sake in the coming year

hoth Fast

* ® »

And what of the coming vear ? It is alreadv

bere : we have made a start on it This vear
will he the greatest vet.® The farmers are -
proving. the rancher has had a OrosSperous  win-
ter, and in every thriving town throughout the
country building operations are going on, despite
the winter, ard evervhody is on the h Istle Per-
haps the Khan had the vicht jdea  when, at
the conclusion of a recent poem on 1905, he said -
‘Next year we'll all do better still,
In nineteen hundred and SixX
We'll all go up, not down the hill,
In nineteen hundred and six
We'll give each other a helping hand,
We'll be a loyal, earnest band,
We'll boom our beautiful native land
In ninetecn hundred and six.’”’

And 1¢t us hope that the Khun was right,
and that it mav he so. R, 4. T
A Colt’s Life Saved.

Dear Sir—Yonr knife is as good a friend as
your paper, in wWhich I intend to advertise g farm
soon. I notice ads. of farms don’t last longe iy
vour columns I rieceived knowledpge through
Your paper that <aved a voung colt’s life [
thank you for <o promptly remitting premium
All who have scen it sayv thev will get a new suly-
scriber soon J.T. COSTELLO

Wentworth, Ont
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Clydesdales in Canada.
From the Scottish Farmer.

A question of considerable importance to hreed-
ers of Clydesdales 1s to be raised at the forthceoy.
irg Agricultural Spring Conventions in  Canada,
It concerns what are called *“ short "’ pedigrees ip
(‘lydesdale horses imported from this country ip-

to the Dominion. Here the standard 1s  threg
registered crosses ; there it is five registered
crosses, and the question is being asked. why
should the Dominion admit, duty firee, unin.alsg

which, on the face of their pedigrees, are not
well bred as the horses bred in the Dominion and
registered in the Canadian Studbook ?  The ques-
tion, if we put ourseclves into the position ol the
Canadian breeder of pedigree stock, is perfectly
natural, and in view of the number of what he
considers short-pedigreed Clydesdales imported, his
determination to have this kind of import bus-
ness stopped need not surprise anyone.  In dealing
with Shorthorns, Americans, Canadians, and the
hreeders of Argentina have adopted a drastic
formula. They will not accept as pure-bred anyv
animal whose successive crosses do not find their
base in Vols. 1. to XX., inclusive, of Coates’
Herdbook. 1f a parallel rule be enforced in con-
nection with Clydesdales going to Canada, the
home Clyvdesdale Horse Society will need to strain
every effort to mecet the situation.

The twenty-eighth volume of the Clydesdale
Studbook is in the press,” and the minimum
standard of admission there is practically the same
as for the eighth volume. So far as tightening
the limit of eligibility is concerned,. the Clydes-

as

dale Horse Society has made no advance for
twenty years. There is a good deal to be said
for the policy of allowing pedigrees to grow na-

turally, but the response to the invitation to reg-
ister from the rank and file of breeders has been
by no means o hearty as it ought to have been.
Had the opportunity afforded for registration been
fully taken advantage of, there would to-day have
been but few short-pedigreed animals to export to
the Dominion. As matters now stand, the proba-
hility is that the Canadians will refuse to admit,

duty free, animals with pedigrees showing anv-
thing less than five crosses. This will operate
greatly to the disadvantage of those who have

got most benefit from the recent demand for Cly-
desdale fillies. A large proportion of 'those ex-
ported had only the requisite three crosses, and in
some cases, in which much fuller registration could
easily have been given, the fact that it was not
indispensable was made t}.- &xcuse for allowing
the back crosses to lapse. I h¥s is all wrong, and
the bad effects of such g policy are about to be
seen

The point now made is not Included in the re-
mit to Provost McConnell's Committee, but the
question remitted to that committee has a very
strong indirect bearing on the whole matter. The
outlanders are the most likely to have the short-
pedigree animals, and the Canadian agitation is,
therefore, a powerful argum.ent in favor of regis-
tration being, in some way or other, made com-
pulsory The difliculty is to discover the ** some
Way or other.”  The prime mischief still is, after
nearly thirty years have gone, that so manyv
breeders in this country do not recognize that rog-
1IStration is really as indispensable for a breed of
draft horses as for any other class of stock. 11
this were thoroughly  understood and the belief
acted upon., we shoud have a great influx of new
members  to  the Clvdesdale Horse Society, and
careful attention paid bv all breeders to the regis-

tration of foals year after vear The (‘anadian
movement will do good 'here is great room tor
nnproyement here, ;nd Scotland cannot afford to
tgnore  what its bhest customer for C(lvdesdale
horses insists on

Does Not Favor the Act.
o the Fditor ** The Farmer’s Advocate '’ -

Referring to the copy of
Horse-hreeders of

“The Act to Protect
the Province of Manitoha.” ro-

cently published in * The “armer’s Advocate,”’ 1
have, personally, no Hse  Whatever tor such
an act, believing that c¢lauces 3, 4 and 5 would
be annoving, troublesomie, and, to a certain ex-
tent, costly, and that, 100, to a very large num-
her of stallion owners. bt I'would be prepared to
lay aside myv own views or opinions if the farmers
and breeders would e benefited by the passage of
any such act My opinion is that most farmers
and breeders fullv unds rstand what the diseases
mentioned in clause 6 amaowum t to, and can detect
most of them as well and, for instance, would
consider it g verv great hardship to be debarred
lrom using g stallion having, ray, a splint  or
thick wind. Writing hur'imil_v, would say there
does not appear to e g stn;ng n-uso]is “]LV
such an act chould e Pas<id in th.is Provirce, un-
less it be that clausos 8 1 13 lead up to 14, 15,
16 and 17, which whili- ot unreasonable, are
Searcely neeessary in g 10, or, at least, such
IS 1y experience WM. SMITII.
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