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Rape Culture,
BY JOHN § HOBSON,

Perhaps there is no problem more difficult for
the Canadian farmer to solve than how to keep
up the fertility of the soil. - No observing farmer
can have travelleq through this province at

land is restored
these men wi]] be forced to leave their farms,
Artificial manures, except in special cases, are
out of the question, The experience of the

manure is the farm-yard itself, and, unquestion-
on it we must mainly depend for our
supply.

It is very noticeable that, with few exceptions,
the most Successful farmers ip the country are
men who follow stock-keeping largely in'some
of its forms, Ip fact, so noticeable ig this, that
We may well be led to
the ordinary soils of thig province stock-keeping
i i ing, and that a farmer’s
Success will depend a good deal on the quantity
of dairy produce or meat per acre his farm is
made to produce, As a means in that direction,
the growing of rape and feeding it off on the
land has been found by many of our farmers to
be followed by highly satisfactory results,

uring the past two or three years, owing to its
having been Brown extensively on the govern-
{ it has, ag g branch of

the front,
pretty freely discussed. However, although it

as been grown extensively in this section of the
country for many years, and thousands of lambs
fattened on it have annually been sent to the
American {

to the Buffalo market,
© 0o small factor ip keeping their farms in 5
8ood state of fertility,

I would 82y to the farmer who has never
grown a crop of rape that he would be acting

The system which g generally followed by
those who have grown it i i
Fu‘o the land just as is done for the t

aking it for granted that one of the
growing it is that j¢

rid of and so much less work
the way of hand hoeing ths
next season. The last plowing should be done
deeply, or if the land is inclined to be stiff,
Plowing in what ig termed ridge and furroyw_.
that is, putting it into drills—_ig an excellent
plan. I have found in my own practice that jt
answers a good Purpose, the wintor’s frost mak-
ing it more friable when worked the following
Summer.  An important matter is to have the
aud in fine tilth whey sown,

As to the soil hest suited for growing rape, a
fair crop can b grown on almost cvery variety
if properly prepared. T have a few acres of
sandy soil on the opposite corners of my farm ;

in one case it is what may be called a poor leaching
soil, and some of the finest crops of rape ever
grown on the farm were on these fields. In
both cases it was sown thinly, with about three-

uarters of a pound of seed to the acre, and top-
:ilrossed when the plants were into broad leaf
with two hundred pounds of gypsum to the
acre. Scientists can, perhaps, explain the reason
My general practice of late years has been
to grow it on land at the end of the course and
apply a small quantity of manure—about seven
or eight loads to the acre,

The time of sowing may be any time from
about the 20th of June to the middle of July. I
prefer the last week of June, if the land is in
good condition and the weather favorable.
drills should be from twenty-seven to thirty
inches—the latter width is preferable if the land

growing it
raised drill

centage of logs,

Coming to the question of sowing, if the seed
i§ fresh and 8ood, and the lang well prepared,
from one to one ang &-quarter pounds to the acre

with the plants ;

and it is quite a
think that the

strong and thick stalks of the
rape plant are not quite ag nutritious as the
leaves. At a] events, if a chemica] analysig
was to show the contrary, practica] results would
then be at variance wit science.

The after-working should consist of a free use
of scufller ag long "as there is room to work
between the rows, and it is here where comeg in
one of the advantages of raised drills, the work
of horse hoeing being so much more readily done,
If the drills have been carefully made of a
uniform width, the scuffjer can be so set a3 to hoe
close up to the plants, and then the work of
hand hoeing, if it jg done (and it certainly shoulq
be if the best results are to be obtained), ig 5
comparatively light affair, just cutting away ap

feed,

risky.  Without advising as to jtg use for cattle,
all I can 81y 18 this, that having 8rown it some-
what extensively for oyer twenty years I have
it a very cheap and satisfactory fa]) feed
for cattle, and even pigs do remarkably we]] upon
it when they receive a small allowaunce of grain,
During the Many years we have 8grown it there
has been the Jogy of only two calves, one of them
clearly the result of mismanagement " turnip

on with an empty stomach. Wi}, regard to
cither catile or sheep great care should b exer.
cised that before being allowed to feed on raye
to see that they have beeq well fed beforehan,
My own practive 1s to have a grass field adj niing
into which the stock aceess at al]
times, and when once put on the rape leave they,
there until the Weather gots colq and rough ip

the late fall, when it is uecessary to house at

nights. When taken off in this wa,

important to see that they are wel
orning. Much of the trouble an
oes occasionall
mainly attribu
common senge

in feeding ra

in these matte
pe should carry from
acre for eight “or tep
he 20th September to
Some feeders consider it
small quantity of grain
OWn experience leads me
o profit or advantage in
pecial reasons—such ag
ocked, or when meat is
n very cheap.

elve lambs to the
weeks, or say from about t
the end of November.

a good plan to feed a
when in the fie]
to think that ¢t
doing so unless for g
being a little over-st
high and oats and bra

grain before bein
e yards, and for the
mix in a little

become accustomed
changed from the fiel
same reason it is alw,
turnip seed when so
to these things ve
when put on to ch
Mr. Donaldson,

little shrinkage will occur

Mr.. Laidlaw, ano

sixty-three days
in Guelph, 121}
flock of 200 good lambsg
Ibs. in seventy days,

be exercised that before the

would be from

18, the land hag receiv.
ed all the bene

the expense of
good preparatio

e is a little apt
€ getting the lap

that the plowing
treading of the st
very firm and stiff
the action of the wi
up.  Spring plowin
10t been followed v
the other hang

k the soil wil] h
and stands myc
nter’s frost after
g of rape lang
ith satisfactory
» 0N our soils, w
Y8 expect a 200

in good shape for seeding down,




