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to expect tiie local school district to 5 tkLS&Êl 

BY SINCLAIR laird, dean of the school for teachers, “j expenses of the children, /nth»
MACDONALD college, que. “se of Scotland, which has one of the best Æ

The improvement of rural schools is a pressing Q^,y required t^mee/aX^1031'0?!,Bxe3 locaHy are

s^svfts&z ’ss"nM2?Jd°r lass* rs*ârs?SÆr? z^xsxrrfh^'^rTSTciîy

school is that it may be too uniform and stale. It °n the nTra! districts does not bear hSrSJ '
may be too conservative in retaining useless subjects The farmer’s L „ , . . 2E5E—
on its curriculum and may too easily be dominated province and the tender, r-Y*7 considerab,e one in every 
by entrance requirements for a university course, instead advantage Wherever farmerstC> °1g-anize it: t0 better 
of seeking to prepare the vast majority who never of a coherent trade's union to mak™ ks^'em® h°T m I

1. THS W ADVOCATE AND HOME MAGAZINE Kh, faSTSS* * bU‘ °" the,r “,e WOrk a-d ;»»•• °» 8=«i-Z the tor «d •

DÏMn.nS'îîi/SSSà.ni MU! dta.nl tulle. I” «he country, however, there is no such danger wjf, boîhbï'ÎSÿt? fend’d willing" àfî Jht'SH’BF 
handsomely illustrated with original engravings, and fur- The difficulty is not so pressing as far as the course of nr th J'.- a 3 Wlll.ln8 ear to this influential
nlshes the most practical, reliable and profitable informa- study is concerned though that too mav be traditional ^ V.? L the votl"8 community,
tion for farmers, dairymen, gardeners, stockmen and home- tu tnat, too.may DC traditional We have seen «that the difficulties

«■ ™srjs.SR?A7ois.ss'n-',a„.a.. Xtn^n,u,f;L,Ttc«hiie/rSbilhS Mfffî hhr=at,ïi"Lhdar -“",4® S”” S-Gi;
sralt °;ce, -rrs?a “f? effirr «(.«—=czh‘S toLtoTL^ri't ? ■United States, *2.50 per year; all other countries, 12s. for its purpose has lost that efficiency in face of the th administration nf eri,,7,,'g , work'" 3, I8- AD^ltekG RATES.—Single insertion 25 cent, per line ^ ^ ™rkS the tWe"tieth kgisÆtnÏSticJ: Wh'Ch *»"*. « I

4. THTMæ A^&^i^^TlrXnber, until FaCt°" in the Problem- thatVthe^rLenTé ÎriV^V0 any “"^ed reader I
an explicit order is received for its discontinuance. All 1. The Social Factor— m^vi W JÏ. 1 condition of our rural schools is due I

*■ Trfgrsy a . ,Th« ,h= m »=i,i I,

responsible until aU arrearages are paid, and their paper aad economic in their nature; the rural community has reachinv conditions p ,Cat?n ,ot these same far- I
6 remiTtan&ÆM' a a- . v V changed; farm practice has been revolutionized, and Sh?!! Rura schools can only bç re- |

oT home industries have vanished in competition with Sfng togeS 'w £ri Y, Yh™ 'f*6 forees
Letter, which will be at our risk. When made otherwise machinery and factories. Two factors then which „r f i, B Jf . beparate action through any one

1 T«^jponsible. enter into the problem are: 1 the nature of the rural ° , m may bring some relief, but will never brine I' sub^rijtfon U EL Showa to what time your community which the school is designed to serve, .harTonv They must 3,1 be employed m I

8. ANONYMOUS communications will receive no attention. In and also, 2, the economic situation on the farm. r. y'__. . , ' , I
TO! case the 1 Full Name and Post-Office Address Must II. The Economic Situation— f must not be thought that the rural school has I

8. WHENT'reply BY MAIL IS REQUIRED to Urgent i If farming does not pay, then young farmers will effect6 an'1'n!w,.F?,,, tbat no effort ha® been made to J 10 i ?r L=*a!.E”<iuirics, Si.oo must be enclosed. leave the farm. If the alleged large bank deposits in the minv mreXho03*! lrnProvement. On the contrary
1°. LETTERS intended for publication should be written on name of farmers are placed there by the unremitting ? ha^e beer} suggested and tried. Some I
II. CHANGE OF AD^ES&Xsubscribers When ordering a to'1 of the parents am' the misery and labor of the family, receivedS cert ni " adXerîflsed, very !arge,y and have

grange Of address should give the old as well as the new f.he3, rural life is no longer attractive as aesource of certain popularity for a time before bring
12 We’{nvitf^farmfrs t *, livelihood. The struggle in pioneer days was for mere Now’, [hey are near|y ad good and should ■

' toJk. W?aFA^s pl^sed toer«eiven pSica?arUclS existence for daily bread and warmth and clothing. ffeen continued. The trouble is too

For such as we consider valuable we win pay ten cents The muscles of the pioneer met the resistance of nature's *u?Wevfr’ t0, be cured by a superficial Smatt“+v Criticisms of Articles, Sugges- strength. It was a struggle of human brawn against remedY- Nothing short of a radical, complete surgical
’ Magazine," DesSiptions of N ™CrafDs,T»ü“oî Ve^e- "atural forces. a struggle for the survival of the fittest. consîdèTthe3"/ ^ ^ ^ interestin8 to

tables not generaUy known. Particulars of Experiments “ut modern civilization has transferred the struggle to conslder the various cures that have been tried.
çtitirstiœAtrss&'ssati èîb=,lT,°Lminu==™!,:t,ell;6e;r T..=h.,.. -*i
other papers until after they have appeared in our columns iu Dr^,ns» and success goes to the cleverest and not to a_x, c .

13. A *?i'henrc‘umcd on receipt of postage. the strongest. Business and financial success in the ° government action that will sécure a I
EjMcFas CONFmENTTAL a^HmSnotRi57:ON£iIB* famer s7°fk dcPends nowadays on his mental equip- r^“fr,k‘nd °J teacher must receive our support, and the I

14. ALL ^OM^HJhnCATTONS^in^referenceto1 any6matte^coni f™ent and h,'! ,educatidn- Farming is no longer a job Wf“ Î® W for 3 8°°d teacher I
nected with tlus paper should be addressed as below, and {°F unskilled labor, but it is a highly scientific profession . °r,tbe best that is to be had, because the country I
not to any indiviJual connected with the paper. L „ The economic situation then is this;—if farming navs ^ desLerve,s the best as well as the city boy. For a
Address^THE^ARMBR’S^XDVOCATE, or people will stay on farms and will even go back^to thé t,mfjV therefore, it looked as if improvement in the I

THE WILLIAMJVELD^OMPANY (Umited), arms; if arming does not and cannot pay then ^"ty °f °ur rural teachers would solve the problem.
farmers will desert the farms and go to the towns. Abls ‘mprovement has been secured to a large extent, I

--------- rkh,SLls point where farming and schooling meet. though a great deal remains to be done in this dtrtçmi^l
recently driven through a stretch of country not far On the one hand if the farming population decreases everywhere. Provincial Departments of Education F
distant from Winnipeg where from all one could tell th^n Pe school loses its attendance and becomes small ^ood work in this way. Normal colleges
from anoearances nn Ll, e;n TA À u • ! and ,meffi?lent' If the farming people increase in are tram,n8 better teachers as the years pass by and

orn appearances on both sides of the road he might number the school grows in size and can be better n.umerous sllmmer sessions, teachers' institutes and
just as easily have been travelling through the Balkan organized and do better work. On the other hand s ,rt courses in nature study and elemenUry agri-
States of Europe as through a fertile'strip of Canadian ! scbo°, education benefited boys and enabled them to cu*ture are all designed to effect improvement in the I
prairie. AU the various people of the* states of Central thmAAhffirrners and Tre successful financially A-,ural t,eacbe.rs- But the supply is still less
Eurone were there and all /Lr u ^ , Iu°U?!1 tht effic,ency of their scientific agriculture thai1.the demand. The new Normal Schools in the"
with fkpm Mr. r A- , U ,t0ms bad stuck JbeP tbe school would help the farmers to remain on prai[le Provinces have special classes for training rural

em. No Canadian is enthusiastic over the îf*iflr ^arms and rear another generation of farmers teachers and succeed in attracting a large number of I 
prospect of having within our borders a number of little , S,arc agriculture and the rural school indissolubly i11611 to ,tbe courses. Remodelling of the training course I 
Bulgarias, Roumanias, Galicias, etc. True these “nked together Both stand and fall together for rural teachers in Quebec has already taken place and I
people look after themselves né re the,, L*5 u vu Administrative Factor- w?11 8° mto force in 1917 after due warning hafi been I
hut thev are t “ a « ^ settle here. The third factor in the problem lies in the provincial glve!' t0 intending students and present untrained I
but they are not good mixers and they still maintain administration of education. This, of course varies teachers- Third class certificates have almost d» I
native customs, languages, religious practices and stay w,lth the provinces. But in every case the great evil appeared from certain sections in Ontario and the
mainly in colonies. They are difficult to Canadianize, riraU-hAok dercnent/alizatio'? bes like a blight on our Schools

but to avoid jealousies and other troubles they should with the lsHcursed
all be taught one language and that the English language. sch°ol boards. These tiny districts pay moTt ofThè

The end of the war will bring up new immigration “Penses °f running the school, by means of local tax-
problems. Canada has little right to turn away any im- comeé i„TJ l Smalf' part of the educational revenue
migrant who is up to a high standard of physical and vari“ In eÏch^ifïTffis ^ The,am0'"A

mental fitness, but this much can be done—surely portion of the total expense. This ^very' far from
those in charge can avoid campaigns to induce neonle air" In fact it is most unjust. Consider the assessahlp •> i , ,, , „ ,
of races vastly different from our own to com’e L cTy^rt^ ^ Another ^ of rural

here in large numbers to settle in colonies. Canadian land, which is very largely the working cé^itél18 /'Yi!" sch°.01 improvement was by the introduction into the
land is valuable and why so much hurry to give it to farmer. Indeed about five-sevenths of his total ° u* e curriculum of subjects that were more in harmony with
people who can scarcely be Canadianized? Canada faPital. ist invested in land and barns. It can hirrïlv If nCeds of rural community. The first sub)*#®

spare, and ready to do aU she can to assist them in cation taxes are paid on it. He may own or re^t Y Wf not specially fruitful as regards agriculture.;^;
making homes, but if high ideals of citizenship are to house and pay taxes therefor directly or inrl' tY S°on. however, the subject of elementary agriculture
prevail and with them wc are to enjoy the observance |f a tcnaLnt- but if "ot married, except for higher roY nf Z™ ovCd and’ as,was to be expected, it took the fancy-;
of law and order such as is only known in a country througb ^xes, he escapes education taxes af ? Pubhc,T a"d -educators of al! classes. Probably
with high ideals, then there must be a high standard l“gctbor' ,at cast ln the Province of Ouebec It‘is LYY lnY,oduced w‘th extravagant hopes and with to® I
set with regard to immigrants coining toYur shores *^ndantly c,car. however, that the farmer pays an LfAL Sliddenness- For all new subjects must creep ]
Canada's policy should be to turn away no fit man f ?hare of .taxes for local purposes simply because ?,they can wal,k or run. But now that provision
who comes voluntarily; to refrain from th/use of sn^L Y wo,"k,n8 capital is in a form which makes it assessable Yn has been made on the course of study, training . 
campaigns and literature to induce foreigners with If a nty man has one-seventh of his capital leSe® Pr?Pare students to take it, special short cours»
ideals vastly different from our own to seule in this ,nvcsted ln a property he occupies, then he has a famicr hrUh| 1'” sunm.ler .equip previous teachers who
country; to get as many as Britain can snare to make at an immense disadvantage, for the latter in nrn ackcd this special training. School gardens were all
their homes here and assist them in cTery way to !tiv'°n par ,on five timcs as much property as Y he foYnriT v °ne t,,rPc,andln s°me cases have since bett«i
insist upon the use and teaching of the English language city man if the rate is the same. It is very" probable ÎPund lack‘n8 and indeed in others have proved a failure.
We want no hyphenated Canadians g ng"age' msuffic'™t attention has been paid to this aspect X fgfrdenS pwi11. probab|y P™ve more sat,sfacto^

°l question. I ,n ^hc future. Provision has even been made in Ontario
and Quebec for graduates in Science and Agriculture 
to become specialists in High Schools. Directors of 
Elementary Agriculture have been appointed in nearly 
every province of the Dominion to supervise this work 
in schools. Some observers profess to see no possibility 
of success ahead in this work. But the idea behind 
it is a very fruitful one and well conceived. It ha» 
awakened great interest and enthusiasm and is bound
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caIs are now staffed almost entirely by Normal 

trained teachers with the regular second class pro
fessional certificates. The result of all these improve
ments has been to increase the efficiency of the rural' 
schools by raising the standard of qualification for the 
teachers. But still we have the rural school problem 
with us as insistent as ever. The reason is that' the 
improvement of the teaching staff is only a partial 
remedy and can never solve the problem by itself.
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f li- Another unfairness lies in the education tax rate. 

Inch vary so much in different localities The ed 
neat ion of a boy means the same thing to,he province" 
to matter where he lives and the fact that the bov lives

to bheegr°ééterryto1hU,d CaUSC the cost of his education 
Ed Brin Y Y , HlS parents or t0 tbe local community 
Education grants are too small to even- school board
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Few there are who will have sufficient 

an ci.Lia silo this year, but the dry spell which we 
have experienced demonstrates very well that a little 
silage for summer use would be profitable.
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