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work, and especially in the sense in which work is understood
in the United States.

The population of the States, then, is almost entirely com-
posed of aliens. Among all the various nationalities who in
the course of ages have met on American soil, and who have
helped in forming the gigantic nation which it now is, the first
settlers were of Scandinavian, Spanish, French, and Dutch
origin. The first Spanish planters arrived in the second half
of the sixteenth century, and in Florida there are still direct
descendants of those old Spanish families. The first English
colonists came a little later in the same century, and they
established themselves in New England, Maryland, Virginia,
and Pennsylvania. The merchant class was well represented
among them, and, generally speaking, those pioneers were of
the flower of the Mother Country, and represented the cultured
element in the New World. Their descendants form to this
day a kind of aristocracy by seniority of birth. The large
landowners, the “ landed gentry” of American society, proud
of their descent, form a very exclusive circle, in which mil-
lionaires are looked upon as “ parvenus,” and it happens not
unfrequently that the door of the wooded “colonial homestead "
is closed to them that dwell in marble palaces.

The Dutch pretensions of having been among the earliest
colonists survive in such names as New Amsterdam and others.
The descendants of those ancient families, known as * Nicker-
bockers,” represent another distinguished and privileged
element of New York society. The Roosevelt family is one
of their number.

The blood running through the vei.s of the American
people is certainly of a most composite nature, Ever since the
time of the first colonists the States have been invaded by one
incessant flow of people from almost every nation of Europe—
indeed, from almost every quarter of the globe. From North
and South, from East and West they came, first as invaders,

afterwards as peaceful settlers. They all contributed something
of their national proclivities to make up the stock o. the




