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itseif within the reach of all the wants of the heart,
and at the same time, in presence of the pride of
man, showed itself at the height of the dignity and
majesty of God. How beautiful to see this divine
Person, these divine qualities piercing through the
humiliation, place Himself within the reach of
those whom the world despised, and find—* being
wearied with His journey,” and becoming a debtor
for a cup of cold water to a woman who hardly
dared show herself with others—meat to eat, of
which neither His disciples nor the world knew
anything ; and that in the deliverance of a poor
heart, for which he had set free the spirit of life
and joy, and had restored it,—or rather had given
to a heart crushed under the weight of a bad con-
science, and by the contempt of her fellow-creatures.

What a perspective of blessing for poor sinners
this opened to His heart ! For he did not despise
such consolation in the midst of a world which re-
jected Him from its bosom. Love comforts itself
thus. The heart that loves sinners needs such
consolation in sucha world. And where is it to be
found? I obscurity ; in the labours of a life which
had to do with the ordinary need of souls, but
which thus ripens in the truth; a life, which did
not shelter itself from the misery of the world to
walk ‘“in a vain show,” but introduced there the
love of God! Precious grace! He was what
others could write about. (Matt. xxiv, 24 ; Luke
Xxiv. 44 ; John i. 45 ; etc.)

How many hidden wants, even in the most de-
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