14 THE SOWER.

‘GOD ACTING IN SOVEREIGN GRACE.

OW beautifully God’s character shines out in
that authoritative, “I will show mercy on
whom I will show mercy.” Israel shall know

this mercy (and in the end Israel shall know it). All
its springs are in Him. Has He a character of His
own? And are you, because of that, like one at rest in
heaven where the Lord Jesus Christ is, blest according
to His merit, with all blessings in heavenly places? If
[ come to what is in self, T find nothing but what is
of the first creation ; but if I come to the new creation,
[ meet what God has created in Christ Jesus. [ see
Him set up there as the slain Lamb, my accepted
sacrifice ; all blessings due to Him, and the curse due
to me, but it was borne by Him. What right have |
to go where the glory of God is? Moses had to be
hidden in the rock, because He could not see it ; but
L can go, just as I am, into the full blaze of it. Ah'!
but only in Him, who is seated at that right hand-—
not in my own name, but in His. TIf in my own, 1
could not come, but I dare not show any hesitancy ;
I have perfect acceptance there, not on the ground of
what T am, but on that of being one with Him who
is the perfect expression of God’s love. T can go in
there with His acceptancy

y. Is there one affection of
your heart that does not find a perfect response ?
Not one! TIs that the ground you are on ; that, the

rock out of which the water of life has flowed to you:

the ground, out of which you are daily drawing
strength !
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