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brought nup a turtle w ighing five hundred weight.  Great persoual courage, ns well as
great agility, is required in this hazardous employment, the black fellows beivg frequently
wounded by the powerful stroke of the animal’s flippers.

‘* Largze crabs, frequently of th:ee pounds' weight, are plentiful in the Bay, They are
of a "atter form thau the European species, and have an additional foiceps. Shrimps
are also found in great numbers,

“ But the fish, or rather sea-mons'er, peculiar to Moreton Bay. and the east coast to
the northward, is a species of sea-cow or manatee, called by the black natives yungan.
It freqently weighs from twelve to fourteen hundred weight, and the skeleton of oue of
them that was lately forwarded to Europe, measured eleven feet in length. The yungan
has a very thick skin, like that of the hog with the bair off. 1t resembles bacon i
appearance very much (for I happened to see a flitch of it myself in the hands of a black
vative, although I did not taste it, which I rathes regretted afterwards), and while some
ports of the flesh taste like beef, other parts of it are more like pork. The natives are
immoderately fond of it ; it is their greatest delicacy ; and when a yungan is caught on
the coast, there is a general invitation sent to the neighbour ng tribes to come and eat.
‘The man who first spears the yungan is entitled to perform the ceremony of cuttiog h'm
up, which is esteemed an office of honour; and the party, whatever be their number,
never leave the carcase till it is all gone, eating and disgorging successively till the whole
is consumed.”

Moreton Bay Fig Tree.

““This tree bears a species of fig, which I was told (for it was not in season at the
time) is by no means unpalatable, and of which it seems both the black natives and the
bronze-winged pigeons of the Anstralian forest are equally fond. The latter frequently
Jdeposit the seeds with their dung in'the forks or natural hollows of forest trees, where the
«reds take root and very soon throw down a number of slender twigs or tendrils all round
the tree, from a height of perhaps twen'y or thirty feet, to the ground - being apparently
 harmless parasite, which it would be unfeeling to disturb. As soon, however, as these
tendrils reach the earth, they all succes:ively strike root into the soil, and anon present
the appearance of a number of props or stays around an old ricketty building, or 1ather
of a rising favourite at court gradually supplanting his predecessor and benefactor, who
has brought him into notice, in the good graces of his sovereign, and fivally sccomplishing
his ruin. The fate of the parent-tree that has nourished tuese step-ch'ldren is eithev
speedy or protracted according to its nature ; but nothing in the Australian forest can
long resist the fatal embrace « f the native fig-tree, and the tree around which it has thus
sprung into parasitical life is doomed eventually to die. The tendrils, which have then
perhaps attained the thickness of a man’s limb, or it may be of his body, intertwin:
their branches, and gradually filling up by their lateral expansion the hollow left by the
wasting away of the parent-tree, exhibit at length a gigantic specimen of Australian
vegetation. | afterwards met with one of these trees in the rich alluvial land on Break -
fast Cre=k, a few miles from Brishane, on the north side of the river. 1 could not ascertain
its height, but it measured 42 feet in circumference at five feet from the ground. At that
height, spurs were thrown out from it at an angle of 45 degrees all round. The specimen
in Dr. Simpson's garden had fortunately attached itself to an ivon-tree—the hardest and
heaviest species of timber in the district. The parent-tree, which was still in life and in
vigorous vegetation, may have been 18 inches in diameter, and the tendrils which clasped
it round so affectionately were each only about the thickness of a man’s leg; but the
iron-tree was evidently doomed to die under the resistless grasp of this ungrateful
parasite, and it required no stretch of fancy to imagine the agony it was suffering, or to
liken it to a goat or deer dying under the horrible embrace of a boa constiictor or polar
bear.”’

Nutive Delicacies,

““Tn the meui time, oue of the other black fellows took the snake, and placing it on the
branch of a tree, and striking it on the back of the head repeatedly with a piece of woad,
threw it into the fire. Tue animal was not quite dead, for it wriggled for a minute ¢r two
in the fire, aud then became very s'iff and swollen, apparently from the expansion of the
gases impris ned inits boly, The black fellow then drew it ont of the fiie, and with a
knife cut through the skin longitudinally on both sides of the animal, from the head to
the tail. He then coiled it up as a sailor does a rope, and lxid it again uwpon the fire,
turning it over again and again with a stick till he thought it sufficiently done on all sides,
and supsrintending the process of cooking with all the interest imaginable. When he
thoaght it sufficiently roasted, he thrust a stick iuto the coil, and laid it on the grass to
cool, and when ccol enough to admit of handling, he took it up again, wrung off its head
nnd tail which he thiew away, and then broke the rest of the animal by the joints of the
vertebra into several pieces, one of which he threw to the other black fellow, and anothes




