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Jesus and Pilate.

S S. Lesson—March 17th, 1901, Luke 23
13—126.

GoLpeN TexT—Luke 23 : 4.
in this man.

As one that perverteth the poople, v. 14.
The accusation ot bad citizenship 15 one
that has been often repeated agunst Christ’s
frllowers. It has been a common  ground
for persecution By h by precept and  ex-
ample Christ inculeated the duties of good
citizenship. (M, 171 27; 22: 21.) Conise
tian people should rememb r this to-day and
should consider it as their duty not to separ
ate themselves from the polincal affirs of
the country, but to use their influence tor
the purification of politics and the elevation
of the national hife,

1, having exumined him, v. 14 The Jews
hoped that P tate woula be sausficd to raiity
the senten e they had pissed upon  Jesus
without further investigation.  Piate, how-
ever, insists on looking into the marter for
himself.  So far, P.lute is night, and acts the
part of a just judge, and his conduct fur
nishes a wholcsome example.  For there are
those who, when they hear that the Chiis
tian religion is aviacked in any way are
ready to believe that which is alleged against
it without investigation.  When the claims
of Jesus are pre ented to them, they will not
even consider them, but rojeet them prompt
ly and utterly.  This is most unwise and un-
fair.  Christ and H s relig on shoud have a
fair hearing.

1 have tound no fault in this man, v. 14
Such must be the verdict of those who 1
gard Jesus Christ and His claims  with an
honest mind.  ‘That match'ess  Lfe  forbids
the thought that His claims may not be j st
He is the Son of God. He s the Saviour.
He is the King of men.

1 will theretore chastise him, v. 22, Ifa
man 1s too weak to do what he knows he
ought to do, the chances are that he will be
weak enough to do what he knws he ought
not to do.  Pilate knew his duty, which was
to set Jesus, as an innocent man, free.  But
he was not brave enongh to do so. He was
tempted to crucify Him ; but he will not do
that either—not yet ! He will compromise.
He will not do the crowning injustice, but
he will do a lutle injustice.  He will have
Chnist scourged, anu perhays that will satsfy
the people. Now this was most illogical,
The chaige which was made against Jesus
was one that deserved death.  If He was not
guilty of that charge, He did not deserve
any purishment and should have been liber-
ated Men siill find themselves in a similar
dilemma and act as illogically. Chnist is
either worthy of our whole trust and services,
or He is worthy of none. But there are
those who try neither to reject Him utterly
nor believe in Him utterly.  They will noi
wholly serve Christ. nor will they wholly
serve the worid.  They will not do all that
a Christian ought 10 do, but they will do
some things that a Christian ought not to do.
They do not yet entirely forsake Christ, and
they try to compromise with the devil.  But
he who compromises with the devil is lost,

Pilate gave sentence that it should be as
they required, v. 24, John tells us why. It
was because Pilate was afraid. The Jews
threatened to make s sympathy with Jesus
the ground of an attack upun his loyaity to
the emperor, and Pilate had a wnulesome

1 find no fault

dread of having his admini-tra ion presented
to the imperial notice in an unfavorable hght.
Actoated by this selfish fear, he crushed
down the fecling of respect which Jesus had
awakened in hi, as well as  his sense  of
justice and piy, and gave Jesus int) the
hands of His encmies to work their wicked
will. It is coward ce that destroys many a
man. He knows the right, he feels that
Christ is worthy of his trust and service and
that he ough® to stand for Him azainst the
worid —but he is afrard 5 atraid of what his
old companions may say if he should make
a Christian profession § afraid of  the self=
denial that may be involved in the Christian
life ; atrand of losing the pleasure or the pro-
fi: that are to be obtiined in ways of which
Christ would not approve. Bar so far at
least as his name a- d inflacnce are concern-
ed, such a one leaves Christ in the hands of
His enemtes. “The coward stands aside,
doubting in his abj ct spirit, tll His Lord is
crucificd.”  The temptation under which
Pilate gave way is ever stronz upon us.  Let
us beware and let us be steadfust.

Let us choose the nobler part.  Though
many should forsake Christ, though many
should oppose Him, let us be true.  In the
great day of decision, let us stand for Christ
at whatever peril or sacrifice,  He who does
so can make no mistake, for “Th ugh the
cause of vvii prosper, yet 'is Truth  alone
"tis strong,”
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The Word of Uod.

“The Bible is not an iron safe to be open
ed by those who ure keen enough to dise w-
er the combination ; 1t is rathera rare and
delicate i wer, that must have a certar
atmosphere before it can be induced 1o um-
fold its petals and disclose its honey  cup,
and share with you its sweet periume, The
atmosphere of the book 15 the  atmosphere
of prayer.  When you have entered your
closet and opened the window toward Jerus-
alem and f It the heavenly brecze  fan your
cheeks—then the dull pages are transformed
into a living voice and tne  book  becomes
indeed the Word of G »d.”—Lutheran.

A Prayer,
CHARLOTTE FISKE BATES IN S, S. TIMES,
Duties are pressing on me,
And the time for work is brief ;
What it with purblind vision
I neglect the very chief ?

What if I do with ardor

\What a thousand could, maybe,
And leave undone forever

What was meant for only me ?

From that, O Master save me !
Move on my hand, thought, voice, and pen,
To their peculiar service
In this world ol needy men !
And oh ! whatever labors
Are not finished with my day,
Let them be for selt—for others
Grant the Joing, Lord, I pray !

As we say “for Jesus' sak:” here, He
says “for my sake” there.—Rev. G, H. C.
Macgregor.

Temperance is a proper control of ull
appetites and passivns.

For Doulnion Pre byterian,
A Most Important Question.
BY D, C.

Howare fallen, condemned and helpless
sinners to become just in the sight of God?
By the grace of God, and iving faith in
Christ Jesus.  Paul says “By the grace of
God T am what T am. The life which T now
live in the flesh [ live by the faich of the Son
of G «l who loved me, and gave hims It for
me.  Being justfied freely by his grace,
through the redemption that is in Christ
Jesus”  That is, being justifiedby the sove-
reign will, love, merey, counsel and purpose
of the G theal, through Christ Jesus “who
give himself a ranom tor all, to he testfied
in ductime, (R, V,) “The testimony to be
borne in its own time” as people become
partakers of the mrits of Christ’s death and
resurrection, which is the source and merit-
orious cause of veing justified.  The death
and resarrection of Christ having fully met
all the demands of God’s law and justice.
Law and justice have no further claim
aganst the believing sinner, and no further
frovision 1s rurlln-d Or even necessary, on
the part of the Godhead,

I'ne source 15, however, so deep, that no
one una:ded, in his natural state can reach
it. That 15 the reason, why any on¢ should
perish.  The ransom is for ail, and suffi-
cient for all, if one could reach .t, and re-
ceive it as his own,  What is to be done
that sinners may reach it, and reccive its
benefits 7 The merits of Christ’s  death
must be imputed and received by faith,
Hence we read of beng jusufied by faith,
Fuith receving what Jesus Christ so freely
provided and so freely bestows upon all be-
licvers.  When the belioving sinuer is justis
fied, all his sins are torgiven, as fu'ly as if
they had never existed, and a clean sheet is
given him a- far as all past sins are concern-
ed. “*Whom God hath set forth to be a
propitiation, thro faith in his blood, to de-
clare his righteou-ness for the remission of
sins that are past, through the forbearance of
Gody, Rom. 3:25 “The Loid laid on hin,
the tiquities of us all.” Al s ns commiticd
before regeneration are forgiven, in the mass
—in their entire y.

This may be scen from many of Christ’s
sayings. It scems that the two thieves re-
viled Christ, as they hung on the cross one
on each side of him « One of them however
became penitent, and prayed unto Jesus to
remember him when he would come to his
kingdom.  Christ answered him, saying,
“Verily I say unto thee, to day thou shalt be
with e in Puradise” Luke 23: 43. The
thief was a great sinner when nailed to the
cross.  All s sins must have been forgiven
him while on the cross for no sin or any un-
clean thing shall ever enter heaven.  When
ever any one believes in Christ all his sins
are forgiven, up to that cvent.  Jesus said
to Simon regarding the woman that was a
great sinner, “her sins which are many are
forgiven her”  Jesus said also to the man
who was sick of the palsy “thy sins are for-
given thee,” The Psalmist says “Bes-ed are
th y whose iniqu ties are forgiven and whose
sins are covered.”  John writing to the little
children says, 1 write unto you lutle child-
ren, because your sins are forgiven you, for
his name’s suke,” 1 John 2: 12,

For, ivenessof sin 15, however, conditioned
upon hving, mdwvidual faith in Jesus Christ,
conviction of sin, repentance, hatred, forsak-
ing and confessing of sin.  “It we confess
our sins, he is faithtal and just to forgive us
our siv s, and o cleanse us trom all unnght-
eouness,”  Wherever  these  conditons
exist aud practiced sius are forgiven—both
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