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THE REAL SLAVERY.
The first requisite to seeing the foroe
of this passage 1s o clear understanding

as to the persons to whom Jesus spoke.
P

To a hasty reader they appear to he
seribed in o contradictory terms,  heong
spoken of fir-t as “Jews,™ o term alwiys
connoting in John earthly coneeptions of
Messinh, and antagonism
Jesus, Then they are spoken of as b=
lievers, But immediately after, Joss

holds out the prospect of their hecoming

therefore 1o

his true disciples at some Tature time,
which implics that they were not =0 ther
And in a verse or two our Lord round'y
tells them that they were “of thoir f1-
ther thedevil,”™ that they “helieve him
not,” and that they “are not of God.”
But John has been very exact in his des-
ignation of these people, and his proi-
sion is retained in the Revised Version,

All is clear when we note that the
apostle is drawing a contrast bhetwern
the class mentioned in verse 30 and that
to whom he turns in verse 31, He marks
the contrast by calling the latter, not
the former, *“Jews,” and still more
strongly by using a different construction
of the verh “believe™ in the two cases,
In verse 30 the “many,” who were right
ly affected by “helioved  on
him,”  which is a very different
thing from the bare “helieved him™ at-
{ributed to “those Jews." The one class
leaned all their weight on lim, anl
however imperfect their “theolog ™ their
trust was genuine and utter. The others
simply exercised credence as to Jesusd
Messiahship, but their belief had not nen-
ertated deep enough to affect cither their
Jove or their spiritual state. and they con-
tinued to he “Jews™ all the same. The
type of “disciples” presented by fthem is
not extinet among us. A “disciple truly”
is not a man who “believes”  the Christian
creed, but one who “helices on,” that is,
who trusts in, the Christian’s personal
Saviour.

But Jesus' way of dealing with th e
Jews is full of instruction. e dees not
repel their imperfeet belief, but gently
tries to develop it. e does not “quench
the dimly-burning wick,” hut @ o
tend it into a clear flame.  Such incon-
plete apprehension of him can only be
changed into the saving frust which will
really knit them to him by abiding in his
word.  Patient continuance in {hat
“word,” the whole revelation of himsel!
regarded as a unity, will gradually issue
in a true faith. An astronomer so fixes
his telescope that it moves with the nio-
tion of the heavens and keeps the star
that he is studying always in the field of
vision.  So must we do with Jesus if we
would be his “disciples truly.” We mnst
“summer and winter” with him if we are
ever to have real intimacy, such as suh-
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dets between friend and friend. I'n
“the truth” is not an abstract svstem of
propositions, It is eml ed in his liv-
ing person, and to know it i& not merely
to understand a theory or svstem of doe-
trine, bt 1o be acquainted with hime o<
one is with a friend.

Jesns crowns his promises here with
the great word: *The truth shall male
vou free,” which is repe ated with a mo-t
Hluminative variation in verse 36,

The gieat promise sounded as in=ult
Its depth of meaniryg
will be best considered presently, in the
Jight of Jesus” fuller indignant repelling
of the mplication that they were not
How violent and ignering of dis-
agrecable truth it was to hoast that they
had never been in hondage to any man 1s
plain. What about Pharoah? or Nelu-
chadnezzar? or Pilate?  But wore they
doing anything ¢!se than we all do, when
we shut our eyes to the plain truths oi
How many of us wili
never think of our real state or of the
certainty of death, and are only irritated
by th ) romises of a gospel which insists
on forcing faets on our reluctant atten-
tion!

to the lhearers,

Iree.

our condition!

The petulant answer of the Jews buoast-
ed of two things, their pure blood ard
their imagined liberty, and Jesus at once
closes with these and tears them to fat-
ters. e takes them in reverse order,
and substitutes for the false notion of
liherty the profound conception of tre
freedom, and for that of mere physical
descent that of true sonship. The Jews
thought of both as dependent on external
facts. To them freedom meant a politi-
cal condition of outward independence,
and sonship meant kindred in flesh. But
frecdom is not being exempt from out-
ward control but depends on inward ¢on-
dition, as all great thinkers have alwoyvs
taught.

Yet Jesus goes beyond most of them,
in that he regards it as dependent on
moral condition.  The sinner is a slave,
and the only real slave. The true bon-
dage is when the will is prevented from
willing as it ought.  To obey God is
freedom, and the only real freedon.
What a glimpse into a dark, doleful re-
gion is that given in Christ’s words! And
how awfully {rue they are, if we think of
how men are made impotent to aband:n
sins that they hate, of how they are
“tied and bound by the chains of their
ging,” how a fetter, at first <lender as a
spider’s web, eomes to thicken and tight-
en till it throttles.  We all know the tyr-
anny of sin.  Would that we might all
listen to the promise of emancipation

In verse 35 our Lord passes to deal
with the general idea of slavery and son-
ship. Te is speaking of the two classes,
and drops the epecial reference to the
slavery of sin for the moment. A slave
does not remain permanently in his owr-
er’s house, but a son does.  There is
probably a reference to the boast that in-

0

alicnable prvileges were theirs i virtue
of their descent.  But they were slaves,
and, therefore, had no permanent foot:ng
in “the house.,” A wide truth is here in-
plicd: that if v
we have no guarantee of permanence i

e the slaves of =in,

our possession of any creatural good, or
of life itself.

A son abideth
has two applications.

That
Une s 1o us as

ever.” m\_\'i";.'
coms of God, wherehy we are made happy
and permanent denizens of the Father's
house, and the blessed assurance of per-
petuity glorifies all jovs, and tells us that
neither life nor death “zhall he able to
separate us from the love of God.” Tae
ather application is to Christ as the Son,
He is ever in the Father's house, and he-
cause of that Sonship and the perpetual
fellowship with the Father which it in-
volves, he, and only he, can make us
“free indeed.”

We are all, or have been, the slaves of
sin; we are thereby cursed with tran-
siency and “there is none abiding.”  No
one into whose soul the iron of that hov-
dage has entered can free cither himseIf
or others.  Our Emancipator must be one
who is in fullest, uninterrupted commn-
nion with the Father, and comes, armed
with 1lis power, to break every voke and
liberty to the

bring captives —N, 8,
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Christ the Great Physician

Luke 4: 16-19; §: 27-32; 1 Pet. 2: 24

Christ's claim to be the Great Phy-
sician rests upon solid ground. There
are many testimonies to His skill. He
has won numberless trophies from the
grasp of disease.

Christ is the Healer
While on earth He wrought many
notable cures.  Some of these, such
as birth blindness and leprosy, lay be-
vond the reach of human skill. Other
diseases, which might have yielded to
long treatment, flod at His word, He
still continues this  work of  bodily
healing.  For, while we rightly em-
ploy medical skill and use proper re-
medies, the success of  these means
depends upon the divine blessing.

But greater than the healing of the
body is the healing of the soul. And
this, too, the Great Physician
achieves, h

When the body is sick. some organ
is not doing its work properly and in
harmony with the rest.  There is de-
rangement and disorder. So in the
sin-sick soul its powers and faculties
are not acting aright, The conscience
is not quick and not true enough in
its decisions about right and wrong.
The will is inclined to choose evil and
not good. The desire go out to
things that are low and unworthy.
But Christ enlightens the conscience,
renews the will, purifies the desires,
and makes the man a new creature, 2
Cor. 5: 17.
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Knox church, St. Mary’s, Ont,, was destroyed
by fire Sunday 12th inst. Loss $20,000, Insur-
ance, $8,600.




