
Among the cariosities of London 
life may be mentioned the appear- 
ance of Lord Caithness in the metro- 
polis grinding his steam carriage. He 
is said to have driven through the 
most crow àed parts without fright-, 
ening the horses and threading the 
vehicles, thickly strewn as they are 
in the streets, with ease and elegance.

The following is a true copy of a 
notice posted on the Chatham bridge 
a few days ago. Evidently the 
"Schoolmaster is abroad." "Notice- 
The undersigned begs leaf to an­
nounce that a Stray Yearling, Two 
Years Old, mark in the right year on 
her premises on Wellington Street: 
near the free Church, the oner pleas 
to claim the Saim also reward me for / 
the Saim. Chatham January 28th ? 
1861.”

W. & W. Eberts are proprietors of 
a large general store.

W. Richardson is a fashionable 
tailor in Northwood's row.

T. K. Wanless manages a boot and 
shoe store for James E. Crow.

Woods’ Minstrels visit Chatham 
and put on a show in the Town Hall.

J. Graham purchases the livery 
business formerly owned by Lowry & 
Co.

Birth—At Morpeth, on the 9th 
inst., the wife of Thomas McCallum, 
of a eon.

At a meeting of the Loyal Orange 
Lodge, County of Kent, the following 
persons were duly elected to office 
for the ensuing term :—

Richard Houston, County Master.
Geo. Gosnell, Deputy County Mass 

ter.
R. Stephenson, Secretary.
James Houston, Treasurer.
Thomas Lowes, Chaplain.
William Wright, County Proxy.
Joseph M. McMichael, Director of 

Ceremonies.

The census of the Town of Chat- 
ham in 1861 was-

Northwood ward—1,562.
Eberts ward-1,332.
Chrysler ward—1,508./
Total—4,402.‘

By the census of 1852 the popula­
tion of Chatham stood 2,050. In nine 
years it has risen to 4,402, being an 
increase, within a fraction, of 112 
per cent. We believe the census of 
the county will foot upwards of 30,- 
000. At the last census the popula- 
tion of Kent was 17,469.- 

---i•
J. H. Johnson, Esq., of Camden, has 

handed us the weight of five dressed 
hogs lately sold by Richard Stephen- 
son, Esq., ex-Reeve of Zone. The 
weight of these hogs was as follower

Samuel Cowan advertises his har­
ness shop opposite the market, where 
it still stands.

F. A. Lafferty is the proprietor of 
a general provision store, groceries, 
boots and shoes, liquors, dress goods, 
etc.

Mr. Lott Patterson, of Harwich, 
presented the editor of The Planet 
with a choice eelection of winter 
fruit.

A machine that will make 100,000 
slate pencils in a day has been in­
vented by a Hartford, Conn., me­
chanic.

William H. Nelson is the secretary 
of Wellington Lodge, No. 46, A. F. & 
A. M. They met in Rankin’s build­
ing, King.

At Montreal they have had a 
snowshoe walking match, the winner 
walking five miles in a trifle short 
of 55 minutes.

No-1-397 poands..
No. 2—320 pounds.
No. 3—835 pounds.
No. 4—345 pounds.

Mr. Twiss, of London, opens up a 
branch crockery and glassware store 
in Chatham, corner of King and 
Fourth streets. No. 5—343 pounds. * ■

Total—1,740 pounds.
The sum realized was $89.61. Pret- 

ty good for five hogs. Mr. Stephen-‘
Henry Jackson, who kept a pro­

vision store on Wellington St., sent 
the editor of The Planet a splendid 
ham, as a present.

A party of Indians deliberately cut 
an old Indian’s throat, near San Joa­
quin, California, one day last month, 
because he was over 100 years old.

Girls who hire out in Detroit are 
given from $1 to $2 a week. Wil- 
liam Dodds, of Detroit, advertises in 
The Planet for girls to fill positions.

A meeting of the Municipal Coun­
cil of the Township of Harwich was 
held in J. B. Sheldon’s hotel, Blen­
heim. Joe. M. McMichael was the 
township clerk.•

.. The French Government has re­
cently purchased a small chalk draw­
ing of the head of a child, by Leon­
ardo de Vinci, for which the sum of 
6,000 franca was paid.

William Mackintosh, the teacher of 
the Central School, was presented 
with an address by his pupils. The 
address was signed in behalf of the 
school by William Mitchell.

son, however, it should be said, is one 
of the best stock raisers in the coun­
ty. Certainly he deserves a prem­
ium from Kent.

**************************

ANTS THAT GROW
MUSHROOMS*
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Prof. J. R. Ainsworth Davis given 
the latest proofs of the ant’s right 
to our applause. He says:

"In trop.eal America the traveller 
in their native region often sees 
thousands of ants marching in 
column of route, each holding in it» 
powerful jaw a piece of green leaf 
about the size of a sixpence. These 
they take to their nests. The ma­
terial is used as an elaborate sort 
of mushroom culture, requiring much 
more skill and intelligence than that 
in which human beings engage. The 
mushroom grower sets his spawn in 
the beds he prepares, but the ant 
does not need to do this. The de­
sired spawn soon makes its appear- 

fenoe in the chewed leaf. But in its 
natural state it is inedible, and must 
undergo careful treatment before it 
yields the mushroom which the ant 
desires. The necessary work is done 
by a special caste of gardener ants. 
These weed out obnoxious germs, etc., 
and, -pruning off the tips of the 
threads, prevent them from growing 
into the air and producing useless 
toadstools. As a result of this the 
threads swell into innumerable little 
rounded white thickenings, each of 
which is about one-fifth of an inch 
across. It is these which are the 
mushrooms. These curious bodies 
constitute the sole food of the ant— 
or, at any rate, the chief food.”

Married—At London, on the 7th 
inst., by Rev. L. Bessey, assisted by 
the Rev. J. Jerard, Thomas O’Neill, 
Esq., of Paris, C. W., to Teresa, fifth 
daughter of the late D. Campbell, 
Esq., of Dundas.

A missionary meeting was held in 
the U. P. Church—Mr. Walker’s - 
and it was addressed by Rev. Messrs. 
Murray, of Princetown, Fletcher, of 
Carlyle, Clement, Rennie, McColl and 
Walker, of Chatham.

Thomas Field was stabbed under 
the arm twice by a couple of young 
men in the Township of Harwich. The 
row occurred over a horse and cut- 
ter. They had all been attending a 
singing school in Harwich. 

__ -—
Fire—An alarm of fire arose on 

Friday, in consequence of the part­
ing of a stove-pipe in the residence 
of Mrs. Cooper, at the foot of King 
street. No material damage was 
done. The engines were out. but 
their services were not required.

FORCE OF HABIT,
The two friends had been telling 

stories of the sagacity shown by 
dogs. One of them had just finish­
ed what the other considered to be 
a greatly exaggerated yarn of a 

to be a mongrel our on our street

exaggerated yarn of a

used

the tin cans to his tail be would back 

to be recanted." broke, he same back 
THE VAULT HINDER.

He who beeke for a faultless bro-
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The Days of Auld Lang Syne

Interesting Events of Ye Olden Times Gathered 
from The Planet’s Issues of Half a Century 
Ago.0
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fore his trial came on he had written 
Mr. Stratton, declining to be made 
a scapegoat, and asking that he be 
protected, and that, in response to. 
his letter, Mr. R. A. Grant, solicitor 
of the Ontario Liberal Association, 
and a gentleman closely in the con­
fidence of the Ross Government, came 
to him on a Sunday at the Michigan 
“Soo” and told him that he would be 
“looked after,” and to keep away 
from the court. Could evidence 
more conclusive of the complicity of 
members of the Government be 
found? Of what avail, then, is it for 
Mr. Ross to endeavor to throw dust 
in the eyes of the people of Ontario 
by complacently shutting his eyes to 
sworn and uncontrovertible facts, by 
perverting those facts, and by glibly 
saying that neither he nor the Lib- 
weal party were implicated in the; 
gross frauds which were committed 
to promote the election of Mr. C.-N. 
Smith, the Government candidate? 
Is it honest? Is it worthy of the 
man of integrity Mr. Ross professes 
to be?
RESPONSIBILITY OF THE GOV­

ERNMENT.
Mr., Ross further disclaimed any 

connection of the Liberal Associa­
tion with the election crimes at the 

"Soo." Again he either wilfully or 
recklessly misstates incontrovertible 
facts. The election court found as 
• fact upon the evidence given that 
George M. Sutherland was the "man­
ager” of the "Soo" campaign in the 
interests of Mr. Smith, and that the 
Minnie M. expedition, and the multi­
tudinous other election crimes com­
mitted at that election, were commit­
ted b;, his direction or with his pri­
vity, connivance and knowledge, 
George M. Sutherland (Mr. Smith 
himself swore on oath) was sent to

dollars of the people’s money to pay 
the wages owing Oy the "Soo" com- 
panics, which those companies were 
then unable to pay, and after that 
election, and, as it proved, while the 
member for the “Soo” illegally held 
his seat, Mr. Ross and his colleagues 
made a law for the purpose of grant- 
ing those same companies (which had 
rendered such signal service during 
the bye-election—vide “Soo” election 
trial evidence, further aid to the ex­
tent of two million dollars. When 
Mr. Ross was made aware of the de­
cision of the Privy Council on the 
prohibition question, making it ob- 
ligatory to him to fill his pledges 
solemnly given on that important 
subject, he made a law—a referen­
dum law—by which to dodge, that 
issue and delude men who bad trust­
ed him.

Mr. Ross is resourceful, sometimes, 
but to judge him by his own state­
ments at Napanee, he is powerless 
when frauds so great as to shock the 
conscience of this large Dominion are 
committed for the purpose of further- 
ing the election of a supporter of his. 
If the Hon. Mr. G.bson, as Attorney- 
General, had been informed that the
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: Mr. Ross Exposed ; Is He Truthful?

Direct Mistatement of Fact Made By Him at 
Napanee—The Oruise of the Minnie M—Premier’s 
Story Obanenged.
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warning was given to Hon. Mr. Gib- 
son, yet Mr/ Ross unblushingly tells 
the people of Napanee that the 
vessel could not be stopped legally.

UNTRUTHFUL OR RECKLESS.
It is time Mr. Ross was educated to 

facts, if he does not know them al- 
ready. It is also time Ontario was 
choosing a premier who will be 
careful not 'to make statements in

Hon. G. W. Boss’ efforts at Napanee 
on 20th of December to avoid respon­
sibility tor electoral corruption gen- 
erally, and for the rascality which 
characterized the last “Soo” election, 
particularly, appeared, even to the 
closest friends, as the strongest evi- 
dence of his guilt, When a man is 

a jury with a crimecharged before 
—he sometimes elects to become a
witness in his own behalf. He need 

not do so, and if he does not do so 
no comment can be made upon the 
fact that his lips remain sealed. Gen­
erally, it is when the case for the 
prosecution looks conclusive in itself 
that the prisoner endeavors to ex­
culpate himself by his own statement. 
It has been said of a prisoner giving 
evidence thus, that to be successful 
he must be one of two things, viz., 

-a 'first-class perverter of the truth 
or innocent. His story is listened to 
critically. His life, at least his lib­
erty, is at stake, and men know that 
man will fabricate to save either. 
If he is caught wandering from the 

“coloring" his story, or endeav- a to justify his offence by try- oto blame others, the jury is quick to see that the texture of his story 
is thin, that it does not bear the “ring 
of truth," and the result is that 
his attempted explanation strength­
ens the belief in his guilt.

MR. ROSS IN A DILEMMA.
The good people of Napanee listen­

ed to Mr. Ross’s fervid repudiation, 
for Mr. Ross and his government, of 
any association with any of those 
concerned in the recent election 
crimes, especially those which disgrac- 
ed the "Soon riding during the last 
bye-election. Mr. Ross chose to go 
to the bar of public opinion and en­
deavor to explain away from himself 
and bis government any and all con­
nection with the crimes for which it 
is charged that he and his govern- 

- / ment should be held responsible. He 
failed, pitiably and miserably, his ex­
planations were a feeble attempt to 
heap disgrace on others, and to ele­
vate and extol his own virtue and 
high political purity. He did more 

—he either deliberately misrepresent- 
ed the facts as to the Minnie M. in­
cident, distorting them to appear to 
support his feeble explanation, or, 
as Premier of this province, he made 
statements not knowing whether 
they were true or not, and in reckless 
(perhaps desperate) disregard as to 
whether they were true or not. Mr. 
Boss must take one or the other of 
the two horns of the dilemma. He 
stated (and doubtless m any who 
heard him believed it to be true) 
that the Minnie M. sailed on her 
famous “plugging” expedition to 
Michipicoten in the interests of C. 
N. Smith, the then, and now, Liberal 
candidate, from an American port, 
under an American captain, Mr. 
Galvin, and, therefore, notwith- 

Vstanding the warning of the intended 
expedition, he said “the boat could 
not have been stopped." No at­
tempt was made to stop it, and 
when publicly warned in writing of 
the dastardly outrage which was to 
be committed, and required as At­
torney-General to stop it, Hon. Mr. 
Gibson said he was “not a police- 

man.” That was all. Hon Mr. Gib- 
a. and Hon. Mr. Harcourt, and as Conmee, then M. P. P., were Cement on the platform at the “Soo” Trom which the letter of warning 
was read.
- MISSTATED THE FACTS. T

No one then pretended to say that 
the boat was captained by an Am­
erican and would sail from an Am- 
erican port, It would have been 
‘to have done so, because the 

47 1. a Canadian, with the sail-
structions in his pocket, was 

2 hall, and heard the, warning 
1, read. Both were untrue, 

ae, as Mr. Ross ought to know, 
e doesn’t. The letter, which Ross must have read and re-read, 

is before the Napanee meeting, in- 
armed the Attorney-General that 

he vessel “now in this port” was 
being provisioned and prepared for 
the piratical cruise and would sail 

rom the Canadian “Soo.” Her cap- 
ain was, and is, Arthur Batten, not 

Jalvin, a British subject, living at 
Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario. Did Mr. 
Ross intend to delude the people of 
Napanee into believing that the 

|Linnie M was a foreign vessel. It

utter and reckless disregard as, to 
whether they be true, in the effort 
to dodge responsibility which the 
people will compel him to assume. 
Mr. Ross, therefore, told the people 
of Napanee—whether deliberately or

Minnie M. had been chartered on be- 
half of the Conservative cand date, 
does any sane man think he would 
have waived off responsibility by the
statement, "I am not a policeman ?” 
Mr. Ross might have been resource- 
ful under those conditions, as re­
sourceful and active as he was in 
paying the wages of the "Soo" com­
panies just before the election, but 
as it is, or was, the dictum has gone 

. forth from the Premier h mself, "the
Minnie M. could not have been stop- 
ped legally."

TIME TO MAKE GOOD LAWS.
In the face of the results, which 

the honorable gentleman admits are

recklessly—what was untrue of the 
most important facts concerning this 
outrage, and upon facts so stated in­
vited his audience there to believe 
and accept his explanation. A sorry 
figure for the Premier of this pro­
vince to cut! The spectacle of a 
man of self-asserted probity and in­
tegrity, as Premier of the province, 
making a miserable plea for mercy 
upon distorted and misrepresented 
facts! Truly it shows a desperate 
state of affairs—one that the people
of Ontario should bear in mind and - 
strongly resent.

ONLY HALF THE TRUTH.
Then Mr. Ross told the audience of 

Napanee That Mr. Coyne, by whom he 
says the boat was chartered, was an 
American. So far true, but "half the 
truth makes the blackest lie.” Why 
was Mr. Ross not candid ? Did he not 
owe it to himself, his Government, and 
the people of this Province to be 
frank and honest in his public utter­
ances and tell all he knew ? Why did 
Mr. Ross not state, what he knew 
full well, that Mr. Coyne was at that 
time acting under the late Mr. 
Shields, -then absent in New York, 
as general manager In charge at 
Sault Ste. Marie, Ont., of the Con-r 
solidated Lake Superior Company and 
Allied Companies, and that Mr. Coyne 
did not charter, but merely,- as man- 
ager, directed or ordered the boat 
out for that trip, without reward to.- 
the companies he represented, and 
who owned the boat. .

WHAT ONTARIO HAD TO PAY, s.
The reward came later when the 

bill to grant those companies- $2,000,-. 
000 by guarantee was brought into 
the Legislature the next session and 
carried through by the bare votes of 
the illegally and corruptly elected 
member for the Sault, Mr. C. N. 
Smith, who subsequently forfeited his 
seat, and by the partnership of Con- 
mee and Bowman, creditors of the 
Algoma Central Railway, to the ex­
tent of $400,000, and voting the 
money with which to pay their debt. 
Mr. Ross knew Mr. Coyne, and he 
knew the Minnie M. and its captain’s 
name and nationality, and many other 
little incidents which might enlighten 
the people of this Province on some 
important facts in connection with 
the cruise of that vessel. Mr. Ross 
might have mentioned that this Mr. 2 
Coyne, the acting general manager 
of the Lake Superior Companies at

A JAPANESE PORTEMONNAIE.

The struggles in the Far East continue to have a marked influence upon 
present day modes. Those who are pro-Japan se and otherwise oani of but ad- 
mre the pretty designs that are being turned out from the Flowery Kingdom. 1 
The pooke book is ot Japanese leather, very suft and pliable, embroidered with 
butterflies and mounted with dull gold.

the time of the election in question, 
also directed the running of a special 
train from Michipicoten Harbor to 
Helen Mine for the accommodation of 
the “pluggers,” and that Mr, Coyne 
was then resident at the "Soo,” and 
that subsequently Mr. Coyne was re­
ported by the election judges for his 
corrupt practices in the “Soo” elec­
tion. Mr. Ross, perhaps, will not for­
get that if he had not, by calling the 
House to dodge the election protests, 
postponed the “Soo” as well as other 
election trials then fixed, when the 
“Soo” guarantee bill had come to be 
debated the awkward and significant 
fact would have faced the Govern­
ment during the debate on that bill 
that the manager of the companies to 
be aided by that bill had been, 
amongst others, reported for exten-

him just before the election, with a 
letter from James Vance, chief or­
ganizer of. the Provincial Liberal As- 
sociation, felling him (Smith) • that 
Sutherland would “assist” him in his 
campaign, and thereupon, and with­
out asking any question, and with­
out knowing anything or asking 
aught of Sutherland’s, antecedents, 
he, C. N. Smith, as Government can- 
didate, placed Sutherland in full 
charge Of the campaign, and thereby, 
as the Court found, was responsible 
for everything done by Sutherland. 
Now, Mr. Smith did not know Suth­
erland, did not send for him, (he 
swears), bat Sutherland was sent to 
him by Vance direct from the head­
quarters of the Liberal Association, 
just as Lack Kennedy, alias Fergu­
son, was sent to Pat Galvin at the 
Michigan “Soo” by Hon. Mr. Stratton, 
and both these gentlemen, Messrs. 
Stratton and Vance, represented that 
the messengers they were sending 
could be relied upon to make them- 
selves useful! In the face of evi­
dence so strong, showing direct com­
plicity of Ministers and organizers 
with these crimes, will the people of 
Ontario allow themselves to be de­
luded by Mr Ross’ perversions of 
what are incontestable facts?
DENIALS CANNOT ALTER FACTS.

"Drawing a nerring across the 
scent” is no Longer a method by 
which Ontario electors can be fooled. 
It has been done too often and too

reprehensible, perhaps it would be 
opportune for the people of Ontar o 
to place in power men who will ! nd 
or make laws to prevent Invasions 
of the electoral rights of Ontario citi­
zens by low Mich gan “toughs." If 
the Attorney-General, of the District 
Crown Attorney, Mr. Kehoe (who 
was in the hall and heard the warn­
ing letter read), had been told that 
a riot was threatened, or a drunken
row was taking place, would they not 
have set the machinery ot the law in 
motion and made some arrests? Mr.sive corrupt practices committed as 

acting manager of that company, and N.
with the companies’ men and plant, Ross did not teil the people of Ne- 
all to aid the election of the Govern- panee what was done by his Minis­

ters, Hon. Mr. Gibson and Hon. Mr. 
Harcourt. As a matter of fact, no-ment candidate. As some more light 

might thus have been thrown on the 
cruise of the Minnie M. But Mr. thing was done by them. But the
Ross is not without ability to "foriret evidence shows that through the Koss 8 wunout s to rorget night the son of the charman of
some things.

WANTED—A LAW AGAINST that meeting was sent aboard the 
Minnie M. by George M. Su herland 
(the general manager of the cam- 
paign, appointed by the candidate 
himself), and some changes were 
made in the plans, in consequence 
of the reading of the warn ng letter.

WHAT MR. ROSS FORGOT.
But to go further, why did Mr. 

Ross “forget” to tell his audience of 
the association of Mr. Stratton with 
the Minnie M. affair? It would only 
have been common honesty to have 
stated the whole facts, and then, if 
he could, have excused himself. He 
knew that when Galvin was prose- 
cuted, not by the province, but by a

FRAUD.
And Mr. Ross says calmly that the

personation was “grossly reprehen- 
sible,” but, in effect, there was no 
law to stop it. It would appear 
rather, a dangerous statement for the 
Premier of a law-abiding, peace-lov­
ing Province like Outario to "make; 
that a conspiracy can bo hatched in

' 1 clear be did, for, if a Britsih ship, 
: could not be captained by an Am- 
rican. When speaking at Napanee 
nd for months before it, Mr. Ross 

id know that the Minnie M. was Ontario, by the person in obarge of
British ship, registered at the port I doing - ' • = --

t Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario, 1 and 16 
wned by the Algoma Central Steam-

business in Ontario, with 
others, to use the plant, vessels, and 

ship company, for it was one of the 9a by the Province) of the company 
assets of that company contemplated in an attempt to carry riding for

asteoatm 

tiled, stating that Lack Kennedy, 
alias Ferguson (who personally con­
ducted the expedition), came s him

000,000 guarantee to the "Soo" com- 
panies last session. He also knew

brazenly and the eyes of the people 
are open. Let Mr. Ross stick to 
facts and face them, not try to dis­
tort them, and squirm and wiggleDrills

ortme.” There. Was no law to prevent top. With the message that Mr.

^fams“ms fact cermetI
ty look, and unpleasant and distaste- 
ful conclusions may be drawn from an attitude as unbecoming one at

Hon. Mr. Gibson, Hon. Mr. Harcourt, 
Continued on Page 12.
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From The Planet fyles, from Feb. 
4, 1861, to Feb. 27, 1861.

R. M. Campbell is a Chatham con- 
fectioner.

Isaac Smith is the proprietor of the 
Kent Clothing Store.


