
4 POLAND, PRUSSIA

to remark here, that I am not going to treat of the com
plicated problems arising out of the relations between 
Poland and Russia : recriminations would be useless at 
this stage, and there is ample room for hope. But 
while in that direction we are met by an open problem, 
the question as to the relations between Prussia and 
Poland is definitely settled. A victorious Prussia would 
indeed mean a constant bar to the development of 
Poland, further oppression for Prussian Poland, and 
the Germanization of a large part of Russian Poland. 
Also let it be remembered, that whatever injustices 
Russia has committed against Poland have been univer
sally known and condemned ; the deeds of Russian 
bureaucracy were even attributed to Russian society, 
despite the latter’s higher ideals ; while Prussia, though 
guilty of more serious wrongs, has succeeded in making 
the world believe in her culture. That is why one would 
like to take an early opportunity of stating some hard 
facts about her vaunted humanity.

Comparatively few people in England are acquainted 
with the facts which I propose to discuss. I shall try, 
as one of a nation of over twenty millions, to state facts 
which I believe are matters of common knowledge to 
every member of that nation. At the same time, I wish 
to make it clear that I am speaking for nobody but 
myself, and that what I intend to say concerns either 
matters well known to everybody intimate with Polish 
affairs or personal impressions of conditions which each 
reader can verify for himself.

The inquiry will be twofold :
(1) What do the Poles stand for in their national 

culture ?
(2) What is the meaning, in point of culture, of the 

German hostility to the Poles ?


