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Is Canada entitled to no consideration? Are all her efforts,

nil her expenditure, all her aspirations, to go for nought ?

Are tJK' vital interests of the Uritish Empire to he neglected?

Is the permanent policy of England to be thwarted? Is the

peace of the world to he endangered at the bidding of a Joint

.Stock Company ?

In 182:5 the instructions given to that distinguished Ambas-

sador, Lord Stratlonl dc liL-dcIitfe, ccmtained these words:

—

" To preserve the peace of the woild is the leading object of

the policy of England. For this puri 3se it is necessary in the

tirst place to pre\fnt to the utmost of our power the breaking out

of new (juarrels; in the second place to compose, where it can be

done by friendly mediation, existing ditticuUies ; and, thirdly,

when that is hopeless, to narrow as much as possii)Ie th(>ir range;

and, f'ourt hly, to maintain for ourselves an imperturbable neutralit

v

in all cases where nothing occurs to affect injiu-iously our interests

or our iioniHU'."

I believe, Sir, that these noble sentences define the policy of

England to-day as they did sixty years back. The circumstances

are, however, not the same, and there are, if possible, stronger

reasons Ibr adhering to that 'lolicy than there ever were. Colonies

are planted in the fjur quarters of the globe, and Ihitish in-

terests are world-wide. The Eastern ciuestion has long been a

burning question, but England is no\v less concerned with

Europe than with Australasia, Africa, Asi;!, and America. If

to preserve the peace of the world be the leading object of

the policy of England, that object may most surely be attained

by England concenung herself less with Europe, and n.ore with

the English p(>ople and the (>>ueen's subjects beyond Europe. To

follow such a course is to my mind dictated by a proper apprehen-


