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the larger cities, but with spacious halls and

rooms on either side going up three stories.

It is in the gracefully ornamented doorways and

the delicate interior wood-work, the carving of

wainscots, mantels and cornices, the skilful

adaptations of classic forms to a soft and dehcate

material that the charm of this architecture

chiefly consists,—especially in the starcaMS,

with their carved spiral posts and slender

railings, rising upward in the centre of tiie

front hall, and turning right and left on the

story above. It is said that after the year

eighteen hundred the quality of this decoration

sensibly declined; it was soon replaced by more

prosaic forms, and now the tools no longer exist

that can make it. Sir Christopher Wren and

Inigo Jones would have admired it. America,

excepting in New York City, escaped the false

rococo taste of the eighteenth century.

The Salem sea-captains of old times were

among the boldest of our early navigators;

sailing among the pirates of the Persian Gulf

and trading with the cannibals of Polynesia,

and the trophies which they brought home from

those strange regions, savage implements of

war and domestic use, clubs, spears, boomerangs,

various cooking utensils, all carved with infinite

pains from stone, ebony and iron-wood, cloth

from the bark of the tapa tree, are now de-

posited in the Peabody Academy, where they

form one of the largest collections of the kind

extant. Even more interesting is the sword of

a sword-fish, pierced through the oak planking
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