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to Sherman. But it became apparent that no

concentration could be effected on any other can-

didate to prevent the nomination of Grant, and

votes now turned to Garfield so rapidly that on the

thirty-sixth ballot he received 399, a clear majority

of th whole. The pdherents of Grant stuck to

h iii to the c'u', polling 306 votes on the last ballot

E,d Ciubscqiit'itly deporting themselves as those

wl .' 'v^«f made a proud record of constancy.

The Democratic national convention nominated

General Hancock, which was in effect an appeal to

the memories and sentiments of the past, as their

candidate's public distinction rested upon his war

record. The canvass was marked by listlessness

and indifference on the part of the general public

and by a fury of calumny on the part of the poli-

ticians directed against their opponents. Forgery

was resorted to with marked effect on the Pacific

coast, where a letter — the famous Morey letter

— in which Garfield's handwriting was counter-

feited, was circulated expressing unpopular views

on the subject of Chinese immigration. The for-

gery was issued in the closing days of the canvass,

when there was not time to expose it. Arrange-

ments had been made for a wide distribution of fac-

similes which exerted a strong influence. Hancock
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