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of its peculiar nature. Cold-blooded figures, however, tell a 
different tale, and the Commission puts the quietus on this fool­
ishness with the blunt statement: “There is no best wheat.”

All varieties then come into the market in competition with 
each other. The farm slave of Western Canada finds himself 
engaged in cut-throat competition with all other producers, from 
his next door neighbor to the remotest pioneer on the new 
prairies of Siberia. Competition has been the slogan of capit­
alism for many years. It is this competition that is such a pow­
erful lever for exploitation, without it, the masters would not so 
easily secure the prize.

The value of wheat, then, will not be measured by the amount 
of labor placed upon a given acre, but by the average total 
world production. Into this, enters Siberia, Australia, Russia, 
British India, Argentine, United States of America, Assyria 
and other minor countries, with their various climatic differences 
and prices of labor, as for instance, if over ten years in Western 
farming, six crops of twenty bushels per acre are secured, this 
means in reality that the same amount of labor has been expended 
in the production of this one hundred and twenty bushels, as 
should have produced two hundred bushels. Therefore, it 
will be readily seen, that given climatic conditions better than 
those prevailing in this country, such as prevail in British India, 
the cost of producing the same quantity of wheat is that much 
loss. The effect of these competitors is to be seen in the con­
tinued decline in price of Canadian wheat, which the following 
figures show all too clearly :

1909 ......................... 81 1 -5th cents per bushel
1910 ........................ 76 I-6th “
1911 .........................74 1 -5th “
1912 ........................69
1913 ........................66 1 -8th “


