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Hon. GEOKGE P. GKAPLVM (South Uenfrew) Mr. Speaker,

I have iirttenetl with a gr<od deal of interest ut the addreHS of the acting

Minister of Railways, and I am sure he will not accuse ine of discour-

tesy if I decline to follow him in much of h' i speech. I rtgret. with

him, the absence of the Minister of Railways (Hon. Mr. Cochrane)

on account of ill-health. Had he been here, one thing is certain, a

great many things that have been said by the acting minist-er would

have remained unsaid. My h<m. friend askeil quite dramatically:

Whom did the late Government appoint on this commission? He
replied to his question: Why, a grain dealer, another men hant and

a lawyer; and he felt satisfied that that answered tie query very

satisfactorily, to himself at least. Now, let me put another ques-

tion : Who is over the present coiTUuission ? A doctor from Pres-

cott—and he admits that he is doing it well. The hon. minister

tells us how well the member for Grenville, the acting Minister of

Railways, is managing the Railway Department; how economically,

if he is allowed to stay in the position, he is going to construct the

Hudson Bay railway; how much wisdom as a specialist he has al-

ready brought to the department—and yet he never in his life turned

a sod for a railway. That argument. Sir, is the argument of a denui-

gogue, appealing to men perhaps outside of this House-^bociiuse I

cannot imagine a man in this House taking any stock in it —who
may not give the matter the consideration that members of this

House do. Who is at the head of the (^vernment of Canada with all

these experts under him? A lawyer, and not an engineer. Why,
Sir, the assertion is too silly to be considered for a moment. Is there

an engineer at the head of the Canadian Pacific railway to-day con-

structmg so many thousands of miles? There is not. Is there an

engineer at the head of the Grand Trank railway? There is not. Is

there an engineer at the head of the Canadian Northern railway.

There i. not. And how do they manage these great enterprises?

They surround themselves with engineers of the best calibre they can

get, and they take their advice from their engineers just as the Min-

ister of Railways takes his advice from his engineer. What is needed

at the head of a concern of that kind is a man of executive ability.

He may come from the purchasing department of a railway, as one

of the great presidents and managers has com'', and make a wonderful

success of it, if he knows how to handle men and has executive

capacity.

I want to point out one thing to this House, and I want the Prime

Minister to listen to this.

An Etror of $41,000,000.

I charge that the acting Minister of Railways made a misstate-

ment to the extent of $41,000,000, as 'm the amount of capital on

which the Grand Trunk Pacific would have to pay rental after the

year 1923. That only shows the mad and reckless way in which

this Government is prepared to handle the figures in order, first, to

injure the late Government, and, secondly, to discredit the Grand

Trunk Pacific. I have made the statement—and I challenge any

member, from the Prime Minister down, to dispute it—that the acting
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