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byRobin Metcalfe _____ bea,. A. the same time, we need the

The position of the couple in modern affirmation of a broader community,
gav life is a curious paradox. Pairs of Who among has
famous lesbian and gay lives among excluded from a conversation

most cherished institutions, David or the workplace about girlfirends
and Jonathan. Ruth and Naomi, the boyfriends, about “wife and kids”: the
Ladies of Llangollen. Edward Carpenter kind of casual exchange of personal
and George Merrill, Oscar and Baste, information that humanizes social
Gertrude and Alice, Don Ba< hardy and relations?
Christopher Isheiwood: all are emblems Even the display of Simple affection in
of the possibility of love between women public — the touch on the shoulder, the 
and between men, held hand that heterosexual couples
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Pink Junior ‘So ein Wunder’not at some time felt 
in school

anuour

groups and seminars on topics 
ranging from AIDS and safer sex 
to fascism’s abuse of homosexu
als. A special film series included 
such titles as “The Times of Har
vey Milk.”

It is appropriate that the group 
makes use of the Pink Triangle as 
its symbol, a designation used by 
Hitler’s Germany to identify 
camp prisoners as homosexual. 
According to Heinz Heger’s 
account in The Men with the 
Pink Triangle, the badges were 
sometimes twice as large to single 
out gays for abuse.

In light of the bad old days, the 
«1 in Germany 

appears to have come a long way, 
and the pink triangle has become

an internationally recognized 
symbol. Despite our impression 
of a liberal European attitude 
towards sexuality, however, I was 
surprised to find that the prob
lems faced by gays and lesbians in 
Germany, as well as the stereo
types and misconceptions, are 
strikingly parallel to our own. In 
this way was I able to identify 
with the young people I met at 
Pink Jr., and yes. . . even made a 
German friend or two.

I finally happened upon an 
announcement urging any inter
ested persons to attend a young 
gay and lesbian group, not far 
from where I was staying. 
‘Eureka’ I thought (or ’so ein 
Wunder’ as my professor would 
have preferred), I knew there had 
to be gay Germans somewhere. 
With a limited grasp of the lan
guage and a vague sense of frater
nity, I made my way to the 
Goethestrasse.

Pink Jr., as the group was 
called, was one of a number of 
groups to participate in the city’s 
‘gay days’ last fall. Along with 
serving young gays and lesbians 
as a genuine support group. Pink 
Jr. has also managed to keep in 
touch with a number of other gay 
organizations in the Federal 
Republic. During the sixteen day 
celebration, participants 
attended various discussion

by George
And there I was in Germany, 

without a German to talk to. 
Sound strange? It was frustrating 
to see them everywhere and not be 
able to guess what went on inside 
their teutonic skulls. The city 
itself was just the right size, with 
about the same population as 
Halifax. There should have been 
ample opportunity, yet I couldn’t 
muster the confidence to turn to 
my neighbour on the strassen- 
bahn and offer to be their Cana
dian friend.
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It is during limes of crisis that denial 

deeply. During illness, sep 
tion and death we need the support and

crane virtues. ?, , ' \ understanding of those around us, How
The visible gav world in North Amer- often are gays denied access to I heir

ica. however, is overwhelmingly one of lovers’ hospital moms because they are
(apparently) single men. I his does not not ''immediate family”? How mam
demonstrate the non-existence of gay have been excluded from their lovers'
male couples (or of lesbians) so much as funerals? In death as well as in life, 
their invisibility. Our most public insti
tutions are areas of sexual pursuit. Gay 
men tend to retire from “public life” 
while in a couple relationship.

and long-time lover of streetcar driver 
Peter Doyle, saw in “the dear love of 
comrades” a model for broader <Jemo-
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straight society conspires to cut apart the 
gay couple.

When we celebrate and affirm the

how

iety-f ,he future.
1 prescribe a

about

lesbian or gay couple, however, let’s not 
buy into straight society’s view that 
long-term coupledom is the guarantee of 
emotional maturity. The veneration of 
holy matrimony covers a multitude of 
sins, as the statistics on wife battering 
and child abuse attest. Those who hope 
that the AIDS crisis will result in more 
and longer "marriages” among gays 
tend to ignore the question of whether 
or not two people should be together in 
the first place.

It is true that relationships require 
hard work and commitment, and that a 
“disposable” mentality in this as in 
other areas robs us of life’s riches.
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There is a belief widely held, even 
among gay men themselves, that we are 
deficient in the qualities that make 
long-term relationships possible. Ironi- 
caly, those who most loudly accuse us of 
being incapable of forming “stable” 
relationships do their utmost to destabil
ize the relationships we have. Adapting 
to social pressures, gay men and lesbians 
tend to live with a profound split 
between their private and public lives. 
This double existence is corrosive to 
one's sense of self-worth, and can be 
devastating to a relationship.

No matter how personal and private 
we may feel our love relationships to be, 
they need to have a public dimension if 
they are not to suffocate. Partners who 
turn inward and create a separate world 
for their love can begin to lose their 
individual identities, and to put more
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y reaction was to cry and to ask 
i* where she went wrong. I quickly 

The following is an excerpt^,* got that “straightened” out byS 
from my journal which I was|>! making her realize that it was no 
asked to keep for a class last term.^ one’s “fault”. After an emotional - 
I found it much easier to express*^ marathon, the ordeal was, for the 
myself after having disclosed myfe moment, over. My mother was ‘ 
sexual orientation. Here, I was toj^j more than understanding and 
talk about my mother and those - accepting. My happiness is her . 
qualities in her I admire: main concern: she has come to

There is something I would realize that this is w'here it’s at for 
like to share. It will make writing me. Deep inside, she still has that 
in this journal much easier and slight hope that I will change, but
will help to explain the special admits that this belongs to her
relationship my mother and I natural, maternal instinct,
have. What I want to share is the My mother and I have always
fact of my sexual preference: I am had a verv close relationship, 
a lesbian. Coming out to her was a big

Coming out can often be a 
scary thing, a nagging thing 
you’ve got to get over with but 
keep putting off for that perfect 
moment. Until, of course, you 
find yourself in a bind and “try
ing to get out of this one!” Any
how, it’s a time when you findout 
who your real friends are and, in 
this case, it tests relations with 
parents.

I told my mother. Her initial

**■'**&.However, people often make inapprop
riate choices of partners. The lack of 
social bonds holding the lesbian or gay 
couple together also makes it mercifully 
easier to dissolve when the problems are 
too great to overcome.
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m kw the womb > the population. Many are the friends, fam
ily and even héros of the straights who read 
this article. It bewilders me that peopl an 
be so blind and know the people around 
them so little that they miss out on such an 
important trait. It saddens me that when 
they do learn of someone’s homosexuality 
that it’s the stereotypes and not the real 
person that instantly lakes over the 
relationship.

Perhaps we do compromise our integrity 
by being cautious with our sexuality. Then 
again we won’t be discriminated against if 
there’s nothing to bring it upon us. 
Womyn, Blacks, and Natives can’t hide 
their "deviance” from the norm. Religious 
groupings can usually be identified with 
the symbols of their faith. Any visible 
minority can be singled out and be dis
criminated against either subtley or

directly. Most of the minorities have legal 
protection and someone to complain to if 
there is just cause. Lesbians and gays don’t 
have options. There are no social, legal or 
political barriers to discrimination against 
us. Thus, many of us hide.

While it’s true that straights do not have 
to accept anyone, they have benefited from 
the introduction of new ideas and culture 
before. There is no reason that gays and 
lesbians have to interact with straights 
either. We maintain our own forms of sub
cultural outlets. We remain the same peo
ple that we were before others know that 
we were gay. We remain your friends, fam
ily and héros. We still offer the same things 
we did when the relationships were strong. 
It only follows that we should want the 
privileges afforded us before the stereo
typies take over.

son is respectful enough of another to 
allow her or him the opportunity to 
express themself as they choose. Just as 
men can never fully understand womyn, 
straights can never understand lesbians 
and gays. The difference is that men must 
learn to live with womyn and allow them 
their expression, whereas straights do not 
believe that they need to learn to live with 
us. For many straights respecting us in any 
way is done out of charity more than 
acceptance.

Harvey Milk, a gay hero, once said, "If 
we are not free to express ourselves in that 
greatest human expression, love, then we 
are not truly free.” If straights do not learn 
to live with gays and lesbians better than 
they have they will be restricting them
selves as well in the full expression of love. 
Lesbians and gays make up 10 pier cent of

by Nathan Filing

I’ve spoken at a number of conferences 
about the difficulty of being gay. Most of 
the time it’s a straight audience trying to 
come to terms with our "lifestyle”. The 
questions centre around subculture, AIDS 
and the recent political action in the pro
vince. People are trying to understand why 
we’re gay and how we “fit” in the scheme 
of things. The problem is that most 
straight people are unwilling toadmit that 
they are incapable of understanding our 
perspective, that "understanding” is in 
fact not what we’re looking for. We want 
straight people to come to an acceptance.

An acceptance of gays and lesbians is not 
an adoption of “our ways”, neither is it an 
attempt to view the world in the same way 
that we do. Acceptant e occurs when a per-

accomplishment for me — it took 
a lot off my mind. Today, we joke 
about it. It means the world to me 
that she’s proud of me, that I have 
her full suppxirt and love. Despite 
the difficulties in the beginning, 
the initial pain and fear, it wasall 
worthwhile. Having an under
standing parent, who accepts me 
for what I am (normal, after all), 
makes me fortunate. I hope that 
others are equally fortunate.
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Nathan Filing (written at age 14)
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