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No irginia, there is not a sea
(Continued from C-5)

held sway, and the "inalienable right of every
American couple to determine the size of its
family," a freedom invented for the occasion in
the early '70s, was not compromised.

Aid contingent on birth control
The population control bill, which was passed

by Congress early in 1974, was quite a document,
an increase from 100 to 150 million dollars in funds
nevertheless. On the domestic front, it authorized
for "family planning" activities. This was made
possible by a general feeling in the country that
the growing army on welfare needed family plan-
ning. But the gist of the bill was a series of mea-
sures designed to impress the need for population
control on the UDCs. All American aid to countries
with overpopulation problems was required by
law to consist in part of population control assis-
tance. In order to receive any assistance each na-
tion was required not only to accept the population
control aid, but also to match it according to a
complex formula. "Overpopulation" itself was de-
fined by a formula based on UN statistics, and
the UDCs were required not only to accept aid,
but also to show progress in reducing birth rates.
Every five years the status of the aid program for
each nation was to be re-evaluated.

The reaction to the announcement of this pro-
gram dwarfed the response to President Kennedy's
speech. A coalition of UDCs attempted to get the
UN General Assembly to condemn the United
States as a "genetic aggressor." Most damaging of
all to the Ameri-an cause was the famous "25
Indians and a dog" speech by Mr. Shankarnarayan,
Indian Ambassador to the UN. Shankarnarayan
pointed out that the several decades the United
States, with less than six per cent of the people.
of the world had consumed roughly 50 per cent
of the raw materials used every year. He described
vividly America's contribution to worldwide
environmental deterioration, and he scathingly
denounced the miserly record of United States
foreign aid as "unworthy of a fourth-rate power,
let alone the most powerful nation on earth."

"Twenty-five Indians and a dog"
It was the climax of his speech, however, which

most historians claim once and for all destroyed
the image of the United States. Shankarnarayan
informed the assembly that the average American
family dog was fed more animal protein per week
than the average Indian got in a month. "How do
you justify taking fish from protein-starved Peru-
vians and feeding them to your animals?" he
asked. "I contend," he concluded, "that the birth
of an American baby is a greater disaster for the
world than that of 25 Indian babies." When the
applause had died away, Mr. Sorensen, the Ameri-
can representative, made a speech which said
essentially that "other countries look after their
own self-interest, too." When the vote came, the
United States was condemned.

This condemnation set the tone of the US-UDC
relations at the time the Russian Thanodrin pro-
posal was made.

At first Thanodrin seemed to offer excellent
control of many pests. True, there was a rash of
human fatalities from improper use of the lethal
chemical, but, as Russian technical advisors were
,prone to note, there were more than compensated
for by increased yields. Thanodrin use skyrocketed
throughout the underdeveloped world. The
Mikoyan design group developed a dependable,
cheap agricultural aircraft which the Soviets
donated to the effort in large numbers. MIG
sprayers became even more common in UDCs than
MIG interceptors.

Then the troubles began. Insect strains with
cuticles resistant to Thanodrin penetration began
to appear. And as streams, rivers, fish culture
ponds and onshore waters became rich in Thano-

drin, more fisheries began to disappear. Bird popu-
lations were decimated. The sequence of events
was standard for broadcast use of a synthetic
pesticide: great success at first, followed by re-
moval of natural enemies and development of
resistance by the pest. Populations of crop-eating
insects in areas treated with Thanodrin made
steady comebacks and soon became more abundant
than ever. Yields plunged, while farmers in their
desperation increased the Thanodrin dose and
shortened the time between treatments.

Thanodrin parties became popular
Death from Thanodrin poisoning became com-

mon. The first violent incident occurred in the
Canete Valley of Peru, where farmers suffered a
similar chlorinated hydrocarbon disaster in the
mid-'50s. A Russian advisor serving as an agri-
cultural pilot was assaulted and killed by a mob
of enraged farmers in January, 1978. Trouble
spread rapidly during 1978, especially after the
word got out that two years earlier Russia herself
had banned the use of Thanodrin at home because
of its serious effects on ecological systems. Sud-
denly Russia, and not the United States, was the
bête noir in the UDCs. "Thanodrin parties" became
epidemic, with farmers, in their ignorance, dump-
ing carloads of Thanodrin concentrate into the sea.
Russian advisors fled, and four of the Thanodrin
plants were leveled to the ground. Destruction
of the plants in Rio and Calcutta led to hundreds
of thousands of gallons of Thanodrin concentrate
being dumped directly into the sea.

Mr. Shankarnarayan again rose to address the
UN, but this time it was Mr. Potemkin, repre-
sentative of the Soviet Union, who was on the
hot seat. Mr. Potemkin heard his nation described
as the greatest mass killer of all time as Shankar-
narayan predicted at least 30 million deaths from
crop failures due to overdependence on Thanodrin.
Russia was accused of "chemical aggression," and
the General Assembly, after a weak reply by
Potemkin, passed a vote of censure.

It was in January, 1979, that huge blooms of
a previously unknown variety of diatom were
reported off the coast of Jeru. The blooms were
accompanied by a massive die-off of sea life and
of the pathetic remainder of the birds which had
once feasted on the anchovies of the area. Almost
immediately another huge bloom was reported in
the Indian Ocean, centering around the Seychelles,
and then a third in the South Atlantic off the
African coast. Both of these were accompanied by
spectacular die-offs of marine animals.

Even more ominous were growing reports of
fish and bird kills at oceanic points where there
were no spectacular blooms. Biologists were soon
able to explain the phenomena: the diatom had
evolved an enzyme which broke down Thanodrin;
that enzyme also produced a breakdown product
which interfered with the transmission of nerve
impulses, and was therefore lethal to animals.
Unfortunately, the biologists could suggest no way
of repressing the poisonous diatom bloom in time.
By September, 1979, all important animal life in
the sea was extinct. Large areas of coastline had
to be evacuated, as windrows of dead fish created
a monumental stench.

But stench was the least of man's problems.
Japan and China were faced with almost instant
starvation from a total loss of the seafood on
which they were so dependent. Both blamed
Russia for their situation and demanded immediate
mass shipments of food. Russia had none to send.
On October 13, Chinese armies attacked Russia
on a broad front . ..

A pretty grim scenario.
Unfortunately, we're a long way into it already.
Everything mentioned as happening before

1970 has actually occurrd; much of th rest is
based on projections of trends already appearing.

Evidence that pesticides have long-term lethal
effects on human beings has started to accumu-
late, and recently Robert Finch, Secretary of the
Department of Health, Education and Welfare
expressed his extreme apprehension about the
pesticide situation. Simultaneously the petrochen-
ical industry continues its unconscionable poison-
peddling.

For instance, Shell Chemical has been carrying
on a high-pressure campaign to sell the insecticide
Azodrin to farmers as a killer of cotton pests. They
continue their program even though they know
that Azodrin is not only ineffective, but often
increases the pest density. They've covered them-
selves nicely in an advertisment which states,
"Even if an overpowering migration [sic] develops,
the flexibility of Azodrin lets you regain control
fast. Just increase the dosage according to label
recommendations." It's a great game-get people
to apply the poison and kill the natural enemies
of the pests. Then blame the increased pests on
"migration" and sell even more pesticide!

Right now fisheries are being wiped out by
over-exploitation, made easy by modern electronic
equipment. The companies producing the equip-
ment know this. Profits must obviously be max-
imized in the short run.

Indeed, Western Society is in the process of
completing the rape and murder of the planet for
economic gain. And sadly, most of the rest of the
world is eager for the opportunity to emulate our
behavior. But the underdeveloped peoples will be
denied that opportunity-the days of plunder are
drawing inexorably to a close.

Most of the people who are going to die in the
greatest cataclysm in the history of man have
already been born. More than three and a half
billion people already populate our moribund
globe, and about half of them are hungry. Some
10 to 20 million will starve to death this year. In
spite of this, the population of the earth will in-
crease by 70 million souls in 1969. For mankind
has artificially lowered the death rate of the hunan
population, while in general birth rates have re-
mained high.

With the input side of the population system
in high gear and the output side slowed down,
our fragile planet has filled with people at an
incredible rate. It took several million years for
the population to reach a total of two billion
people in 1930, while a second two billion will have
been added by 1975! By that time some experts
feel that food shortages will have escalated the
present level of world hunger and starvation into
famines of unbelievable proportions. Other ex-
perts, more optimistic, think the ultimate food-
population collision will not occur until the decade
of the 1980's. Of course more massive famine nay
be avoided if other events cause a prior rise in the
human death rate.

Both worldwide plague and thermonuclear war
are made more probable as population growth
continues. These, along with famine, make up the
trio of potential "death rate solutions" to the
population problems-solutions in which the birth
death-rate imbalance is redressed by a rise in the
death rate rather than by a lowering of the birth
rate. Make no mistake about it, the imbalance
will be redressed.

The shape of the population growth curve is
one familiar to the biologist. It is the outbreak part
of an outbreak-crash sequence. A population grows
rapidly in the presence of abundant resources,
finally runs out of food or some other necessitY,
and crashes to a low level or extinction. Man iS
not only running out of food, he is also destroying
the life support systems of the Spaceship Earth.
The situation was recently summarized very
succintly: "It is the top of the ninth inning. Mal,
always a threat at the plate, has been hittinlg
Nature hard. It is important to remember, hoW
ever, that NATURE BATS LAST."


