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The Bliy Commandant

C OMMANDANT BERTRAM is ow one of the'
proudest men lu the military world. He is
chief of the most notable team of marksmen
that ever sailed the big pond in search of horiours

at Bisley. He comes of a famiiy of marksmen and
soldiers; and lis three sous are marksmen, too. Ten
Bertrams able to make bullseyes may be mustered
if occasion demands; and of tlem ail Lt.-Col. Alex-
ander, brigadier'of the 3rd brigade and former comn-
manding officer of the 77t1 Wentworth regiment is
facile princeps. He began to be a soldier by blowing
the bugle in Company Seven of the i 3 th Battalion
away back lu 1869. Forty years a soldier and most
of that time in the 77th Battalion and always a marks-
man, Col. Bertram, is the one man best fitted by per-
souality and popularity to command the Canadian
team at Bisley.

Lnwu andf the Gui,

L AW and the, gun have, aiways been more or less
associated lu history. lu the case of Major Mer-
cer the gun preceded the law book. Major Mercer

at Bisley may be a very good lawyer, but wlien he
gets down to a long cool bead on a bullseye lie re-
miembers nothing but tlie iaw of optics, and good
steady nerves. He is the able adjutaut to Col. Ber-
trami lu command of the Canadian team, and thougli
lie lias not been making records ou tlie bullseye, lie
is. one of the best marksmen in the contingent. Major
Mlercer's career with the gun began wlie lie weut
guinniug for rabbits forty years ago or less in tlie
township of Etobicoke where lie was born ou a farm;
in the days when the oid muzzle-loader cliarged with
bucksliot liung on tlie kitchen wall and camne in liandy
for foxes at the chicken coop as weil as partridge lu
the. bush. At au early age yûùng Mercer went to
the St. Catharines Collegiate Institte; afterwards,
graduatiug from Toronto University lu political
science coupled with moral and mental philosophy.
Hie studied law with the late James Beatty, M.P., of
Beatty, Hamilton and Cassels. Iu 1889 lie went into
Partniership witli Mr. Bradford, and while not over-
looking the legal end of the business, devoted spare
hours to the writiug oË magazine articles or went
gunining. Hisý career as a professionai gunner began

Queen's OwAn Rifles,
which was then tlie
University of To-
r o 11t Company.
In 1895 lie was a
Member of tlie Bis-
ley team from Cani-
ad~a, and lias always
been a strong worker
inl both the O. R. A.
and the D. R. A. in
thie matches of botI
wIicI lie won many
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the calling of troops. Duggan insisted-aud he knows
how to insist. Rioting seemed probable; and to be
Mayor of a rioting town is to occupy a position flot
to be envied. Douglas gave way. Five hundred
troops came from Halifax and pitched camp lu the
town. The strike assumed ail the formidable pic-
turesqueuess of a battlefield. Mayor Douglass wel-
coiried the troops as cordially as possible. But he
will be one of the most relieved men in Canada when
the last teut-stake is pulled and the last redcoat out
of Glace Bay. Naturally, beiug chief magistrate, lie
prefers the rule of himself and lis local police. But
hie also counts the cost. Five hundred men quartered
on the towu and drawiug military pay at the town's
expense is quite as serions as a few tliousand miners
drawing strike-pay from the U.M.W.A.., Already the
mercliants of Glace Bay are up in arms as well as
the soldiers. Their business is falling off. What they
gain from the militia they loose from the idle miners.
Next year's tax rate will tell a different story from,
this year's. Mayor Douglas knows it. Perhaps lie
will not care to be Mayor another year. Certaiuly
his position is flot one to ve euvied. Glave Bay is
too small a place to support a garrison of five hun-
dred men.

A Municipal Captain

0ONCE more Medicine Hat, and this time it is a
convention of the Union of Cauadian Munici-
palities holding its nintli annual session iu that

city. Que of the braiuest aud busiest men at that con-
vention is John Norman Bayue, Deputy Municipal
Minister in Saskatchewan. Mr. Bayne led in the dis-
cussion on "Western Municipal Development," of
whidh lie knows as mudli as auy man in the world. Iu
that country municipal evolution is very rapid; quite
the most progressive thing of its kind in the known
world. Mr. Bayne lias had a rapid career of his own:
Scotch forefathers, Presbyterian faith, an Ontario
farm for native health, an eariy inoculation of
pedagogy, a dip into journalism; then the lure of the
West, a seasont as Senior Teacher'in the Regina Indian
Industrial School, six years as, Chief Cierk in 'the
Local Improvement , Brandli of the Department of
Public Works, and a Deputy Municipal Commissioner
for Saskatchewan made to, your haud when the office
was created in i9o8. Mr. Bayue is' young in years,
but old in service, as age goes in the West. It is a
busy, heavy department these days-that of the
Municipal Comimissioner, with a staff of over thirty.

But it was4jst the
other day tat Mr.
Bayne's brauch of
the service occupied
two small roomns in
the offices, surrôund-
ing the old Terri-
t o rial. Legisiative
Buildings. At that
time (1902), local
improvemeut d is-
tricts were lu their
infancy, and the few
then- existing con-
sisted of oue town-
slip each and were
located principally
iu the settiements

Mayor C. Dogls surrounding Battle-
C'lac Bay.ford, Prince Albert,

Yorkton, Mossomin
Mr. Bayne assisted in creating the four-township) dis-
-ated in 1904, and worked in organising many of the
grown into preposterously large and flourishing villages
Pursuant to recent legisiation, the whole province is
iged into local improvement districts of nine townships
;equently into rural municipalities. A new uniform sys-
ipal book-keeping is now ready for trial. Between two
usand villagers and L. I. D. councîllors and secretaries
Bayne's officiai family. And Saskatchiewan is only an


