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Personalities and Problem S
1 - -- Major George Washington Stephens

The Man ai the Head of the Port of Montreal

IFyou go to Montreal on an ocean liner, MajorGeorge Washington Stephens is officially the
mari who gives you the freedom of the city.
The visitor to the farthest îiand great ocean

port in the world who has flot seen the Major, has
faîled to see adequately the one biggest thing about
Montreal-which is the Port. And the Port of
Montreal, if you take it f romn the Lachine Canal
a thousand miles to the sea, stands for a total aggr »e-
gate investment of about fifty-five million dollars,which is a littie more than one-fifth the capitaliza-
tion of the greatest transportation company in thewcorld, the C. P. R., whose headquarters at Windsor
St. and ocean fleet docked at Montreal were de-termined lby the St. Lawrence route.

By AUGUSTUS BRIDLE
it looked to the other mari like play. But every
day of seven months in the year between ice slump-
ing out and ice packing in, an average of more
than a million dollars' worth of cargo moves in and
ont of the Port of Montreal. Season of 1911 some-
where about 500 ocean liners docked there with anaggregate tonnage of just about two million tons;
about 400 lower St. Lawrence and coast ships,aggregati ng the best of tliree-quarters of a million
tonnage; and inland vessels approximating 15,000,with tonnage of more than five millions. One
season in that port represents easily the grand
average of two hundred million dollars' worth of
goods in and out; lacking sixteen millions of
quarter the entire im~port and export trade of the

bigger rate than any. other in the world. I guess
,that's the most inspiring factor in the problem."

It was evidently flot Montreal from the mountain
to the river; but Montreal focussing Canada from
the Rockies to St. John, of which lie was thinking;
on which he had been pondering now these many
years, travelling and taking notes, investigating
problems of shipping when other men were engaged
in production; concerned in enlarging the main
spout when the combined efforts of hundreds of
millions in capital and investment are absorbed ini
shunting population in and trailing wheat and other
things out.

"By jove! 1»le observed suddenly, with a glance
at the creaking boom of a crane yanking things out
of a steamer hold, "that liner from Amsterdam
there had a million dollars' worth of gin in her
when she warped in to the dock."

And lie remembered that it was now only abouttwo weeks since the big shuffle of the ships started
up again after the long, nailed-down winter of ice.
The daily average of more than a million dollars
in and out was just beginninz to crawl to the earIv-
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