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dVJýL SERVX NTS~
~LSNS why the competitive systein in the practice of medi-

cine should be abrogatedin favor of apublic utility scheme.
h ealthý of the com munity« Es a public asset as well as a pri-

b on~ Why is the sanie doctor in somne casesa mani who

kees bis fee punishment fit the crime and in others *an unpaid

lan thýropist?

By A MEDIC-AL M-AN
(Contlnued fromn page 6.)

'opractors contradiet by this their own fundamiental theories, they obtain

allled "advertised cures" by sucli meaihs. The nature.,o! chiropractic train-

and theory and the open flght they are making to supplément standard

tuent demands suppression. Chiropractors rank with ail other quacks

Christian Science as a 1public danger, and require removal. The chie!

ger of the faith bealer is as a spreader of communicable disease. They

ýse vaccination and evade quarantIne; hence they eall for se vere measur <es

the sake of public safety.
ODular distrust o! orthodox medicine is strengthened everywhere by the

ertisemient and propagation of illegal forms of practice. People cheerfully

Inonley, for fake remedies and treatmuent on the'supposition that they. would

"'Ore for less resuit to a' reÏular practitioner, who thus bas a reputation

ulncertalnty quite on a par with a quack. There la a popular delusion that

d0ctor la "'rolling in wealth," or "getting rich fast." The real truth is

t about half of them have a long, bard fight to make both ends meet. Cein-

Iion and poorly pald bils take care of that. Altogether, the private prac-

of the average doctor ls a discouraging experience.
'lie strict adherence te preoedent which'a legal mînd a'w'ays follows, sees

Oultet for medical evils. "Let us make the law more strîngent," says Judge

lgnas quoted Ia the press. That wlll not belp the doctor much. It will,

Mlake the people more readily content with bis personal servicesf. It 'wll

prevent the use o! proprietary inedicines with their uncertainl reýsuit. It

'l1ot save the hundreds of people who die annually for, lack of proper medi-

treatmnent, either because tbey are unable te pny. for It, or because they

'e no faith In medical treatment as now employed. ,There is no hope of

1 refornm in any tigbtening o! the statutes. The real reform ls to put the

ýtors where they will be acceptable te the publie and to make that accept-
Cè Ompulsory.

'his is the remedy we advlse: The doctor should be llcensed as a "Civil

'vauit" and asslgned a definite district to serve, ona minimum salary pro-

d by the state, and raised by local taxation. The doctors of eacb district
Iiid cO-operateý witb their immediate nelgbbors for assistance and consulta-

11, and be availaible for ail public needs. The f ew regulations we 110W have
41 antaIinng public bealth would flot have te be stretched very far to meet
requlrements of such a change. The Public Health Bureaus are admin-

ýecd by paid men already, but the real work o! the bureaus is done by
leral practitioners without any salary wbatever.
Stdullation bas become compulsory. 'Therefore the teachlng profession are

0inited and paid by the state. Public Health la even more important than
ucation. Tha state 'enforces certain, restric tions to 'safeguard bealtb gen-

~lbut beaves the vast exten t of, personal bealth to be cared for by mndi-
[ua ' choies, at personal expense. It is safe te say, that the'sumý paid1i for
ýdicneS and treatment,- exclusive o! ail suffi for proprietary remýedies and
"btfu1l forma' of treatment wbicb, alw ays corn bl. 'hgh, would «greatly exceed

l<AU1 totalnecesary for a state-i)aid me'dIcal professlin an 1d free dispen-
ries; for necessarily, the professional chemlst would be lncluded In the gen-
Il reforrm Pire dollars per capita would hardly cover the present medical

1 fer Ontario ajinu«lly,, but Itwould bie amply' suffIcient, t%~ employ ail the

rtors- fecessary to serve any Province Iu Can ada and -give a more efficient,

'vIce in the conservation o! public bealtb.
"bl'e would be far less sickness than now. There' would be prompt- mea-

Somne day the citizen may use his public utility stethoscope on the doctor.

sures to treat cases wbhich perish by delay of diagnosis and treatinent. There

would be noa incentive to say that "the doctor keeps people sick." His chbie!

aim would be to'keep themi well. As a civil servant hie would be available to

eve4ybddy, and obliged to do bis best for their needs.
Just ho w anomalous and arbitrary the fee system can become can bie shown

in a dlaim now pending in the probate courts. A certain physician ls suing for

the recovery of fees owing for a terni of years by a deceased financier of Tro-

ronto. A total of $17,500 is asked for; and the special items charged disclose

$umis of $100,to $500 cbarged for trips made of less than 100 miles, that have

'apparently 110 material bearing on the condition of the patient, and might

m-ell 'be' considered a holiday. Sucb charges are open to question; but'-the

chief Wonder is that a 'wealthy mani sliould fail for so long te pay bis miedical

fees, and thus leave bispersonal beirs open to excessive dlaims.: One can

hardly- blam'e eà doctor for getting ah bhe can under »the circumstances.
'r er ~ i~a naan o! ,tolerable prosperity awaiting the 'wanderingphiia

and sùrï1on.h He'is sili11 in the'desert of Otraditilon, hedged 1in by. the' fee -sys-

tem. No '*,onder' the people venerate, false gods and hear not bis, wisdoml.

He shahl -not enter the heritage until the barrier is reînoved. The present war

may accomplish s.omethlng, bût It wlll be very little indeed, we fear. The

Western Provinces may point the way. The need for equalizing fees In the

rural section la so glaringly evident that municipal contract will supplant the

fee system. at an early date. Ontarlo would require an earthquake to achieve

ibis result. Perbaps we may yet bave It. Who knows?
1Between the cradie and tbe grave we niust sail somne very stormy seas. We

risk unseen torpedees and uncharted rocks, and shipwreck may ntervene be-

fore we reacb the serene harbor of old age, well content to cast our anchor be-

hlnd the veil. The rlckety old ship "Good Health" perforce needa a good

navigator and a pilot. Shall we emfploy the policy of proprietary remedies

or a travelling fakir for the job? HIardly likely.
Are the people ready for the remedy? If tbey are, the Ontario Medical Act

the public and the medical profession to mutually arouse themselves and do
saine real tblnklug.

'When that time cornes, there will b 'e se much noise around the Legislature

tbat our law-rnakers won't hother any longer wlth judicial reports. 'There la

nothIigradical about the n 1ew <report. If adopted' it may >accom >plish .more In-

justi-ce than any abuse it corrected. It la the'resu!t o! evidence o! men with
ne pers pective for the rank and file o! the 'professi'on. They are well estab-

lIshedý spe-cialists, and do not want any change' that would lesson. teèir' in-.

come. Therefore preoedent rules. A few more sub-sections to the act and a

!ew more dollars te the legal adviser o! the many offeuders they wlll a nnually

secure. The only ameudment to the Ontario Medîcal Act la a new'Act, which
embodies the prInciple we have outlined, and makes the dector a responsible
citizen, not an unpaid philanthroplst.

NEW SlIPS FOR TIIOSE G ONE BELOW
Ipa suink by Germeaii s .ubs, reýpreseutlng over 11,000,000.tons, were
î te end, tbey wvould reach about 120 miles. The combined e!-

the sbipyards o! Germian y's enemiies have net been'able tae ateh

nage destruction by more than '2,000,000 ton a. Canadaà la, doing

's for $65,000,000 worth of new shipping are alreadyý placed ln'

'ds. Twelve Canadian sblpyards are now workung on .ordors
ý)erlal ?Munitions Board, and their 'ca-
g brougbt up te approxlrnately 250,0001-
In the Maritime Provinces the recovery
Iness of recent years ini woeden shlp-.
emnarkahle. The cost o! buiilding hias
'per cent. since last year; but the de-
en se pressing that the builders bave
miake profits o! fromn 25 te 'even 75 per

1917 the Canadiani Vickers, Limiited,
lias built and dellvered twe1lve' sub-

Aled Governments, elght steel traw-
e; aline stecI trawler huill, besides a.
o boat, the largest ocean-golng steameýr I

Cana-da, British Columbia 110w bas
Ooden and elght steel vessels under
while on the Great Lakes andI in al _________

shlpbulldlllg Yards o! Ontario great activity bas prevalled durlng the yeàr.
By the end o! 1918, says Worid's Work, it is estimateqd that the, American

tonnage wlll ameunt te 7,900,000, 'whlh la enough te miaintain neariy 1,600,000
men abroad on the basis o! 5 tons per man. la 1917, the U-boats sank about
6,000,000 tons o! sblpplng. Tbe world'bas mucb less shlpplng, therefore, than
at the co.rres'pendhng Uie mn 1917.


