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- N days of old r
higiier praise could1
bestowed upon a vi

* tuous ruler than th.
he was the protecti
of the poor andd(
fended the riglitsc
the helpless. Th
idea stili lingersi

some old fashioned comniunities. But i
th'è bustie of modern civilization othe
maxims prevail. We help those who ca:
help us in returu. To let things taktheïr course is the Iaw of society, pas
s'onately adhered to by those who occup:
comfortable places. Especially is tithe case in regard to children. Not
withstanding the fact that the comninnit,
at large bas a vital interest in their wejfare and bringing up, it is disinclined t(meddle, and is disposed to wash its hand
of responsibility.

The law recognizes that a child haýriglits even before it is born. The sub
ject was discussed at the Berlin laboiconference fifteen years ago, whe i iwas agreed by the nations representeé
that wqmnen should be prohibited fronrworking lin factories both before and
after cbildibirth. No effort has beermade to redeemn the pledge. The in-terests of modern industry are too strong
for governments and parliamnents.

As soon as a child is born into theworld it is entitled to lie fed, clothed,
lodged, and educated tili ,of an age totake care of itself. Ail children are ina condition of dependence, whether theirparents are ridi or poor. Nature gives
to aIl children a fairly equal start. Nine.ty per cent of the children of the pooresiparents arebon lealthy. Ail beginequally helpféss, witi an equal rigit tabe maintained. The child's dlaim is,' inthe first instance, upon its family. Every
father must provide a home for his chil-Èrcn. If lie neglects this duty wilfully
the state is under an obligation, in vin-dication of the cliuld's riglits, to step in
and punish hlm.

The child's dlaim on its family is the
first, but flot the only claim to whichits birth into the world entities it. Inthe second place, it lias a dlaim uponsociety. Where parents neglect to feedor shelter their children, or are unable
to fuIfll this elementary obligation, so-cxety is bound to step jnto the breach.
P tier it must compel the parents to per-
form their duty in this respect or it mustperform tlie duty for them. The lawrecognizes the separate rights of chl-
O ren. In regard to protection of life andlinîb they are placed on the same footing
as aduits. Society, it is true, shuffles offiý,s obligations in this connection, as faras it can, tipon a voluntary organiza-
t ion-the Society for the Prevention ofCruelty to Children. Recognition is alsogiven to their rigit to lie maintained.
If the law were proD)erly administered
there should be no such thing as a starv-
ing, destitute ciild. In the case of des-titute orDhans or dcserted children thestate is legally bound to take permanent
charge of them; they are entitled to licfed, clothed. and educated at the public
cxpcnse. Tlie ciildren of paupers andof pensons who have been sent to prison,
leavinz their families w;thout the means
of subsistence, are entitled to be main-tained by society until their parents are
again in a position to fulill their obli-
gations to them. In these cases Society
does its best to shirk the full measure
of its obligation. Fan from consulting
the best interests of the children who are
ilhrown uipon its care, society in too
iiinf ase ideraion. lieapness the first

'l'le babv's fi-st elementary right is to
it's mothen's niilk. Aniong the wealthier
classes it has been robbed of it, to an
CVer increasing degrec, through the in-
dlolence of mothers. to whon- the sacrifice
nf pleasuire entgilti(l li feedîng their in-
fiiiits atutweighs aill ther consi1derations.
'l'lie poor have a better excuse in the cir-
cumstances of their dest itution. I\otlhers
are toi-n from tîleïr IIew Ihoru chil<lren.

s,

noowok i atre or at some otîîerbe' forni of ha r dalabor. If s0cietY cannoe
r- afford babies their mothers' mulk itlat should at least bc madle possible to bring
Or them up by hand. Widcspread ignIbrance
le- exiàsa egarding proper metliods of doingof this. But in many places the nost pro-ie found knowledge of thc proper way ofn feeding an infant would be o'f no avail.ilMedîcal autliority is agreed that tic onlyr substitute for human iùilk is dilutedin cows' milk. Cows' nilk is not to be had.,c Governments have passcd mesures to1'insure the provision of wliolesome inill)to the consumer, but do not take tietg trouble to -enforce themu,ý The child has barely emnerged fromýy infancy, wheu it is compellecl to go to1school. Whatever disadvantagc this mayObrîng, it certainl affords public author-
*s ity an admirable oppotunity for seeingtint thle ights of children are duly ob-

-served. A great deal, if flot alil of thermischief contracted lu babyhood irougimalnutrition and tic genemal ignoranceitand neglect of parents is still at thed eanly age at which cildren go to scioolIlemediable.
d Th question of providing meals forn iungry chitdren initic sehools lias been'trecently fqrced on public attention. In-9 sufficient nutriti on is known to be at the

ebottomu of most of the alments of scooî
1children, and tic provision of means by
9whici tley can be properly fed is tic
1most urgent practical necessity. Tic
rapplication of pub lic money to this pur-
spose would involve its recovey fronithose parents who have tic Means tofeed their children but have neglected tot do so.
1 Thc child, being compelled to go to*school, is natumally entitled to look to ticschool authority, whici lias daily noticeof its condition, for tic general Protec-tion of its rights. Cleanliness should,ln the ii-st instance, be strictly enforced.
AIl public elementary schools ought to beSprovided witi proper accommodation
for washing. Tien there is tic ques-tion ofcohing. It is a cnuelty to com-pel chilîdren to remain at their lessonsfor hours togetier while iusufficicntly
clad. Without any expenditune of publicmoucy niuch could be donc by rigonous-
ly following up suci cases as may be dueto neglect or ignorance o! parents.

Chilîdren are entitled to protection aslaborers agaiust the gi-ced of parents on
one side and employers on tic otien.
Such protection is impenfectîy and grudg-
ingly conceded to them. But little ne-
foi-m dan be expected in tic protection
o! older chiîdren untîl tie conscience of
sodiety is awakencd to tic shamneful'in-
justice perpetrated on tic younger and
more lielpless. Somne of the best of Our
statesmen and philantiropists still stolid-
ly refuse to recognize tiec daimi of the
lielpless infants whom wc force to comne
into our scliools. Miserable as many
are, it is flot tien too late to save thern.Good food and proper carc from that
time forward would undo most o! the
tri sciief doue lu infancy and dcvelop
themr into strong and healtliy men and
women. But, like tic Levite lu tic par-
able, wc look at themn, and pass by on-
the other side. We salve our consciences
witi some plausible maxim about parenl-
taI responsibility and leave themn to their
fate. And later on we receive from Oui-
criminals, Oui- lunatics, our cripples, our
incurables, and oui- paupei-s tic just me-
ward of oui- deeds, tic just punishmtent
of the injustice o! whii they werc vic-
tims lii their lîelplcss infancy.

r.te change off-dietar.v that cofllCs witl-ï%;turnig and summer has the effect in'eak stomaclis of setting up inflamma-
(tort resulttng tI dysentery and -choiera
mnorbus, 'l'le abnormai condition wit)vonitinUle if not attended toanald wifl
cause an exhîaustive drain on the sys-
tent. l'le ht-st avaitabIe medicine lm Dr.J. 1). Kciiogg's Dysentery Cordial. ItclFîrs the0 stomnacît and howels of irri-
tantsý. coîînteracts the inflammation and
r!,storces, tt't or'gans to heaIttb' action,
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