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SDmmvine themuelves that* tbe3 are not
,'&ad and'buried after ail. They have
èeen in theé.buch'al winter-pulied out
just beforet. bréakcing up"of tie ice,
insd were« by no meanes orry to get in.
Uut. the.. lake« and- glaior of thie citv
did Dot 'apé to them for long, and.
dntruet-Iof Srn eadquarters 'came
by way o~a .elief aftir a week of it.

l'othèy ar~e off once more to patrol
the woods, -bu.t tlue l e ti.eventful
geason, thi eaSon of forest fires, thun-
der storme a nd fliee.

By no micans le the journey one con-
tinuoue joy ride ovér breeze.ewýept laikes
aiL dtbrough ecenes of unbroken loveli.
nes. True that eaeh l'eadianil reveais
& scene more etartling than the last,

.e'bt the. ranger& have been too long in
the ýwood9 to pay rnuch heed to scenery.
Their one thouglit for the present ie te

* "Ret there,"» and presently the chain0t lakes le Iéft bebind, and t.bey find
themselves negotiating a narrow creek
-with a stiff current against them. The
wuter i. high, for anow sijili remaine
on the hbu tope, and their prog!ress b.-
cames .lewer and slower, tili preently
they reaoh the- foot of a rapidý boiling
and tumultous. Then corne the one
dread' of the. trail, "«the long portage?'

The men beach their canoe, dragging
àt high and dry. On. of ýhem takes up
hie packsaek. and Uis rfle, - ifts the
eanoe bodily on to bis shouiders as
thoiugh it were a. giant sunhat, and
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Excellent canoeman tiie ranger muât
he or he would ioee much time on tii.
trail-and sooner or later the day
would inevitably corne when he would
blos f aise, in one or another of
the boiling rapids. Not n.cessarily by
drowning would thie occur, but if the.
woodsmau boes.hie canoe and ail hia
outfitwben far from Indian camp or
whitèà settlement, bc le apt te perMa
miseriýb1y ere, by raft% or on foot, ho
can reach a place of auccor.

Having gained their destination tii
eliief diuty of th'e7 1orest rangers at this
time of tue» year ià to look out for
fires-and incidentally to take care
that they themaelves are not caten
bodiiy by thiefis, 'Wieih are new a
nightniare. The biack-fis are penbaps
the worst, for they crawl uider ole's
cioting-into the. cars and nostarils, and
actually üýaw blood when. they .bite.
But there are intervais wben the blaclc-
fly population ecems-&&slep,-ami.they
do flot bite after duek, but abouid
they ceasetbeir mtivities'for a mo-
ment, one beoemea aware of countîes
millions of mosquitoe, the. humning* of
which sounde lu oïe' ecars -1ke the
humming of a. swarm of bees. Only
those wbo have gained experienee can
imffagine how bail theso pees are là the
forests during the .pring of' the .year,
and unless one eau End an~ open place
at the. lake Margin, wind-asWept eofiljez,
there le noe eVding t&em.
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'walks off into the bush. Tihe ether
,houlders thie remainder of t-h. outlt-
a load that would inake -th. eyes of
even a camel water with, self -pity-and
ftaggers off at hie companion'. heels.

There le a rough trait foliowIng the
course of thie creek, which is ber. so
rapid that no eanoeman could. negotiate
it, and along this trait. the men make
their way. In places îît les s over-
grown that they simpiy have te, force
an opening through it, and each time
t-s hsppens nillione of mosqyitoes are
shaken from the branches and begin te
make merry ever t-h. f.ast. The longer
the portage the more ferocious they
become, tilt finally the men are forced
to lay down their loads, wipe the pers-
'piration from their faces, and take a.
breat h er.

But the. long portage is usually r.-
'warded. It may Iead over the. divide
and into the next valley-or at any
rat. you can -rest assure&. tint the
rangers have chosen thbe easiet way to
their goal. Next d«y the. current- is
with them'instead of against then', and
it is then tint their excellent canoe-
Manship saves many an hour on the
trait. The. first rapidi terminates with
a waterfall, that must b. portaged, but
the second and third are passable. M'ho
that has neyer feit it can imagine the
thrills of that beadlong plunge dow-n
the rapids?-here a iightning stroke of
tilt paddle or the pole diverting caalm-
itN as thie canoe rides nose on toward
a boulder; the. boulder sweel)s I)v
NvitIlin armn's length-both m'en are pll-
ing for dear life to straight*en the craft
a,ý fie rises ànd falis in the verv centre
Of 14 race. The danger is past; each
11.-es a sigh of relief as with a final
boulid the. calice shoots forward On
stil '1 ater.

There are, however, ose or -ffl pr. -
cautions which the rangera, are careful
te talc.; first neyer te leave a candie
iiurning in the, tent, and second to keep
the tout eioscd and, creep in under tihe
flap. 0f couresea. amudge fire eau. be
made te amioke tbem out, 'but the.
amoke in ahnoSt an b.d as the Ilies. It
18 far'better not te lot t-hem in, and b.-
fore retiring te, go round with a match
and singe the. wings of ail tiiose that cau
b. secs on the underaide of the tent.

Tii. foreet -ranger je ueually a Past
master -iu muking -his camp cemiorta-ble
when he bas reached the. central cache.
Possibly tic men bave brought with
them a prospecter's folding stove with
whieh te do their cooking, but more
generally Vhis in done by reflecting. the
heat of their tiny wood fire on to the
article te b. cooked. Splendid cakes
eau b. made by the. use of a reflector,
and when eaten bot with, fresh meat
-or pickerel juet taken frei t-he lake
the foret ranger isnmot likely te envy
hie city friende - heir meal.

Hlie bcd ho makes by securing a num-
ber of ligit cedar stakes between .two
legs, etiat only the. loge came in con.-
tact vith the ground, whule the weight
of the. eleeper le supporte& ou .the.
laths; and this primitive spring mat-
tress he covere with soit brushwood,
the scent of which pervades one's very
drea.ms. Given two Hudsoln Bay blan-
k-ets, a life in the. open air f rom dawn
to sunset, and sufficient (if mot too
much) exeroise, the ranger ie net iikeiy
to siffer from insomnia.

Sometimes it happens -that for' days
the men are almost idle, tben follows
a spell as eventful as it ise trcnuous.
For weêks past no rain bas fallen, and
there bas been little dew at night time.
So dry is thc muskeg that it cru.u.bles

A cool kitchen on ironing day is posaible
with a

The heat is ail in the burner-none ini the
room.1
The New Perfection isscheaper than coal-and
cooks better, Broils, bakes, roasto, toasts.
In 1, 2, 3 and 4 burner sizes. Ask to see the
1914 model 4 bumner, cabinet range with fireles
cooking oven. At afi hardware and gencral stores.
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The. Foreàtçd Shores of Butties Lake.
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