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Ontario is stili the dividing line be-
tween tbe victorious west an~d tbe lag-
ging east. But interest is rousing
witbisp its confines now. On tbe other
band Prince Edward Island and Nova
Scotia confess supreme indîfference.
Quebec, tbougb mucb active suffrage
work bas been carried on, still refuses
the women even the vote on municipal
and educational matters, and it la the
only locality in the entire civilized
world wbere a law bas been passed de-
barring women ratepayers from becom-
ing school trustees.

Still, notbing succdeds like success.
And with sucb stirring victories won in
the west, new 1f e le bound to corne to
those women of tbe east. As it stands.
Canada's women bave made more rapid
and greater progrees tban any other
part of the civilized world.

As an outcosne of the raising of $500,-
000,000 for %var purposes, the per capita
debt of every rnan, wvoran and child in
the Dominion is $61.09. W'itb the added
$30,000,000 raised for charity purposes,
this total becomes $65. 14. This, without
taking into consideration a neat little
national debt of sucli a smaîl matter as
$722,11 1,000.

But tbe mere fact of assurning tbe
firet mentioned obligations was bound to
put prices on many tbings bigh. In fact,
the cost of living was neyer bigber in the
Dominion than to-day. Powerful com-
bines, in many instances, bave taken
advantage of thinge to run prices up. In
connection with this, women once more
came to tbe fore in the figbt againet in-
justice. Mhile the incident was confined
to one emaîl part of the country, it
shows wbat concentrated effort and

careful business dealings can do in tbe
matter of effecting savinge on the coët
of living.

Mrs. R. J. Deacbman, of Calgary, Al-
berta, is just a littie over four feet higb.
But sbe le president of tbe Calgar~y Con-
sumera' League witb a tbree thousand
women membership, and Mrs. Deachman,
witb the Consumers' League, behind ber,
whipped the combines, and cut thse cost
of living in over tbree thousand lieuse-
hold. Here is how they did it: Tbey
bougbt Lesser Slave whitefish by the car
at thse far nortbern sidings, where these
fis were loaded. Tbey found aLotis-
bridge miller wiso gavetbem a great cut
on four in two carvoad Iots, and tisey
bougist and sbipped it to Calgzary. Next,
thse Vacant Lots Garden Club raised
vegetables on 200 lots, wîth the reftuit
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firom this *as The National Union of
Women Suffrage Societies, at present
having for its president, Mrs. L. A.
Hamilton. Another famous Ontario
suffragist to carry the baflner of suffrage
je Mrs. Yeomans, also of Toronto. In
addition to these bodies the WJ2.T.U.
and the National Council of Wornen in
Canada have made suffrage one of the
main planks ia tbseir platforms.

But though it was in Ontario, thc
heart of the eastern part of Canada, that
suffrage had its inception, it hais lagged
here and in circumjacent provinces. It
found beartier accord and more active
following up in the breezy far west. In
the four western provinces life was as
yet less easy than the, east; the fighting
spirit of the pioneer had not become
enervated by too much Icivilization. And,
moreover, the land was new, taking thus
the more readily to reform than the
staider, more settled provinces of the old
east, wbere time was necessary for long
deliberation.

Since the war began the four western
poics of Canada, British Columbia,
AietSaskatchewan and Manitoba

have allowed votes for women. In Brit-
ish Columbia and Manitoba these rights
not only pertain to provincial electionH
but to Federal also. Thus not only will
women voters figure in the next Do-
minion election, but women candidates.

In theother two provinces the law, asi
it stands, forbids women to vote in Fed-
eral elections. But with the first two
enjoying the f ull rights, it will not he
long till the other provinces make a fight
for Federal voting rights. With the ex-
ception of British Columbia thie right to
vote has been in force for over a year in
the other provinces. British Columbia
lias decided the question by a prpvincisal
election, and women have the vote now.

As an instance of what little things
will do to turn the tide of affairs, a brief
review of the Britishi Columbia election
is worthy of attention. Some time ago
a petition signed by 20,000 naines ivas

p resented by the leading suffragettes of
BritishColumbia to the legislative as-

sembly in session, asking for the vote.
Though the petition was politely re-
ceived by the legisiature, it ivas surrep-
titiously consigned to the wastepaper
basket, "unwept, unhonored and un-
sung,"~ as one member light-heartedly
remarked afterwvards. But womeni's ears
are long. The contemptuous receival of
their plea was just the thing needed to
fire them to action. The wornen of the
province, under the leadership of Mrs.
John Farris and Mrs. Ralph Smith, of
Vancouver, started a whirlwind cam-
paign. The laws regarding women were
particularly offensive, particularly the
clause applying to chîld marriage. Old
party lines were forgotten. The wives
of Liberals joined hands with the wives
of Conservatives. They checked and
eorrected voters' lists, conducted bouse
to bouse campaigns and occupied the
public platforsns in behaîf of their
cause. Mrs. Smith delivered thirty-five
addresses, Mrs. Farris ten. On election
day wornen personally saw t<) getting
the voters to the poles. And they won.
Perhaps had those legisiators been a
littie more careful, a little more
polished and suave in the rejecting of the
petition, the wornen might not have risen
so quickly in their ire. AIl of which
shows how littie politicians knowv when
it cornes to dealing with women not as
women but as vote-wielding human
beings and equals.

The battle was less difficult in the
other three provinces. Evidently more
familiar wfth the danger of women once
they move in a body, the legisiatures of
the Provinces of Manitoba, Aberta and
Saskatchewan ail granted the franchise
wvhen petitioned for. Manitoba and
Saskatchewvan women received the righrt
in January and March, with Alberta
hav ing pioneered the way thec Fal
bef ore. In the latter province, Mrs.
Arthur Murphy becarne the first wornan
judge to hold; office in Canada. Uler ini-
te'retsts are chiefly with young girls anl
Inle juv eniles in crime.

''lhrotigh the vote Y4e ,vornen of. these
fonr provinces will sýortly have the op -

1) uniiit to place gr-i- stones over
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