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control of the fruit ‘of his own brain and labour, and interfere with-his property to'the
extent of compelling him to sell it-at a fixed price.. They would also prevent his-having
any oversight of his writings, and thisis not unimportant;-for-I. have -heard::of - cases in
which a. publlsher employ ed another riter to finish a movel because the author did-not
issue it 1fast enough to suit his purposes: - ‘He would be wnable to: bring ‘out”any revised
cr improved editions, a point to which the late Lord Lytton 'attached: frreat importauce.
He could not-choose his own publisher. He could not control the accur acy of his
writings,-whichzin man) cases, is of vital importance not only to his.popularity but-to his
reputation. These editions would lead to inextricable confusion.

As a case in point, ] may refer to.a.theological work. which Messrs. Rivington have
been preparing. “Anauthor is bringing out a few copies of an abstract of a theolonrlcal
“ work, for which he expects some circulation in Canada, because he is well known there
“ with aview to learn whether the public will give him sufficient encouragement to treat
“ the subject more . fully.” If A Jicensed edmon be issued -he wouid .be barred from
bringing out his complete’ Work ber*ause it ‘would necessarily ‘includé the's smaller, and for
this he would have lost his copyrlcrht 111’Canada, and ‘ould not even reprint it h'mcelf
without a licenses & . oinidd dnei 0 i © e

" Again, take the novcl ‘the* class 'of 'work most’ Tikely®to  circulate lartrely there. Mr.
Blackmore’s” popular nove] “ Lorna Doone,” did not "attract sufficierit’ ‘attention for the
first'six’ months to justify his reprinting it in Canada; but afterivards it sold there. very
largely.” Yet by this Act hé would have lost his copyrlght there. fAnram,“how is*he to
get adequate remuneration? Take the case of a novel by Edna Lyall passing through
“ Good' Words.” - Whit “is'to prévent”a local newspaper reprinting’each ‘portion s it
appears and is the royalty to be’paid on the whole ofcach-number-of the paper‘or only
' proportlon to the! 'space’ it occuples in it ? *Orif Farjeon’s last! novel, issued” comp:ete,
were Tepublishied 1o -5 Canadian permdua] extending perhapsover'12° iumbers; liow' is
he to be paid? A\galn, if the novel is issued as a supplement to a newspaper’'or
periodical, and given grafis,how'sis he to be psid? Remember he is barred from -
supplyingVery cheap-editions direct now, because the law cannot prevent their being
returred to England to compete with his home editions. This objection would also
apply to the above Canadian cheap edition, and, therefore, he is bound for his own
protection to be able to put them into thé hands of a'publisher he can trust, and bind him
under penalty not to send them to England or the other Colonies.

I might multiply illustrations of the difficulties flowing from depriving the author of
the control of his work, and even enlarge on its injustice. No other class of property is,
to my knowledge; forcrhly taken ' from 1ts producer at; 45'I Tiave said- before, a price fixed
without his consent, and I may‘add that no'country Tias ever hitherto even attempted to

rob him of}ithe; frmtg of hislabour;except the United States, and even that country is
]eglslatmg o concede him this right, though, I admit, under severe restrictions. , nof 1l

I do not-know whether ‘you consider that the: Canadian*Act: might:be interpreted by
the United States:as directed:against : her trade.. : It would. .undoubtedly so operate, and,
though 1 cannot feel that she deserves much con51deratxon, it is to.be borne in mind: that
the trade: was created by our Act of 1847 and: subsequent Canadian legislation, ‘and
.verhaps, ‘as a friendly Power, she is entitled tonotice of this kind of legislation; and it may
‘lead her to remonstrate on account of its bemg unfalr to. those of her lnterests whlch we
“have heretofore stimulated. © .o . SO L P LT

1 carnestly hope the Cmadlan Government w1ll not pelslst m thlS leglslatxon, for 1
am ‘stire she might substantxally gain her end of encouraging ‘her’ own. productlon, as far
‘a5 is 'teasonable, if ‘she’ fully carries 'otit ‘her Actiof 1850, ‘and" the' Home‘Governmcnt
were, induced to lcgislate so as to Prevcnt all colonial reprmts from" commg into the
Enghsh ‘market, and - thus make it" safe for Bntlsh authors tu’ '1rranore wnth Canadlan
pub]lshers for cheap edmons SRS R VS bE

I may add the preeent Act i is, ‘ot ift the mtereet ‘of the Canadlan pubhc for that :
be better_ served by repealmo ‘the’ Canadlan Custorhs” duty on books (15 per cént.), nox
.of, Canadlan authors, for the Act,if proclalmed would” lmmedlate]y restrict their ¢ COPV-
rlght to. the Domlmon and exc]ude thcm from the’ benefits of ‘the Berrxe Convent on, and |
“their presént rlghts in Great Britain ‘dnd other ‘Colonies' would also bé'Tost. " ** M '
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