
control of the fruit of his own brain and labour, and interfere with his property to the
extent of compelling him to sell it:at a fixed price. They would also prevent is -having
any oversiglit of his writings and this is not unimportant forI1 have heard.;of cases ln
which a publisher employed another .writer to finish a .novel because the author did not
issue it1 fast 'enough to suit his purposes. H1e would be zinable toi bring out"auy revised
or improved editions, a point to which the late Lord Lytton attached, greatsiinportance.
He could not- choose his own publisber. He could not control the accuracy of his
writings-whichin nany cases, is of vital importance not only to his-P opùlarity:butto his
reputation. These editions would lead to inextricable confusion.

As a case in point, 1 nay refer-to-a theological work. which Messrs. Rivington have
been preparing. "An author is bringing out a few copies of an abstract of a theological

work, for which he expects some circulation in Canada, because he is well known there,
with a view to learn whether the public will give him sufficient encouragement to treat
the subject more. fully." If a licensed edition be issued .he wouid be barred fron

bringing ôuWhis èón1plétè"wborklbecri&eit vod necessarilv incu'd th"es nialler, and for
this he would have lost bis copyýrightiù Caniéla, andcdould not even reprint it haimself
without a license., 1 ÷m '' -.'

,4gain, take'the novel; theclass of work mostIlikely,;to circulate Iargely:there. Mr.
Blackmore's puplär növl "Lorna Doone, " did not attrâát sufficieiit 'attention for the
flrst six' months to justify his reprinting it "in Caîiada, but after*ards it sold there.very
làrgely. Yet by this Act hë would have lost his copyrightthere.*Againvhow is4he to
get adequate remuneration ? Take the case of a novel by Edna Lyall passing through
"Good Wôrds." What-is to prevent a local nevspaper repriîtingreach 'portion as it
appear; and is the'royalty to be'paid on the whole of'each-number- f thepaper dr only
in proportion'to the 'space it occupies-in it Orif Farjeon' lastiiovel; istuedcompiete,
wereTepublished in 'a Canadian éperiodical, extending perhaps oveil2 number',oldvis
be to be paid ? Again, if the novel is issued as a supplement to a newspaper'1or
periodical, and given gratis, 4ow'is he to be paid ? Remember he is barred from
supplyingýery cheapedtions' direct now, because the law cannot prevent their being
returned to England to compele with bis home editions. This objection would also
apply to the above Canadian cheap edition, and, therefore, he is bound for bis own
protection to be able to put thei into thë h'âids of aI pbblisher he eau trust, and bind him
under penalty not to send them to England or the other Colonies.

I niight multiply illustrations of the difEiculties flowing froin depriving the author of
the control of his work, and even enlarge on its injustice. .No. other class of' property is,
to my knowledge;-foicibly takéenfrò its producer at; sI have said- before, a price fixed
without his consent, and I miay' dd that néc6inùtg lias ever hitherto even attem pted to
rob hii oftlieifrupiof .is, laboure xcept the United States, and even that country is
legislatingtoýconcede him this right, though, I admit, under severe restrictions,!, ,

l'do not know whether you consider that -the Canadian:rAct>mightbe.interpireted by
,the' United States:as directedlagainst fher trade.. It would.undôubtédlyso operate, and,
though i cannot feel that she deserves much considerationit is tobe borne in mindothat
the trade i was 'created by our Act of. 1847 and: subsequent Canadian legisltion, Iand
perhaps, as a friendly Power, she is entitled to notice of this kind of legislation;- andit iay
lead her to remonstrate on account of its being unfair to those of her interests which iwe
have heretofore stimulated.

1 earnestly hope the Canadian Government will not persist 'in -this legislation; for , I
9mn'üüre she might subàtaitially gin her end of endouraging lier own rodu'tion h far

'as ise ''easonable, if she fully carries 'oit her Actof,1850, andtthe HöneGornnit
werc, induged to legisiate so as to prevent all colonial reprints f&oin' coming into tie
English 'market, and, hus make it' sâfe for British authors to arrangë with Canadian
publishers'or'cheap edition. .'.'

Iiùay add the ent Act is not iii the interest of thè Canadian public, for thàtit
e btter serñvd by repealigib'e Canadiau Cust ins de n boks or5 e c ;ió
f Canadian authors f'or he Act, if proclaimed, wold imiediatel restric theicopv-

righ .ti e Domnion and exélude thnn frithe bene'fits dfte Ber ConvEnitô, and
their Présent ri ht't in Great Bitai 'tii Colornie 'ilsb' be lost. '
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