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an enthusiastic interest in the colonization of
Canada-partly from political motives, partly
from individual and and private interest, and
partly f rom zeal for the spread of religion and
the conversion of the Indians, Almighty God
was quietly preparing a number of pious persons
who would have His glory really at heart. The
first to whom He was pleased to manifest His
designs, was Jerome le Royer, Receiver-General
of the King's domains. This gentleman was an
exemplary Christian, and quite remarkable for
his devotion to the Blessed Virgin. It would

appear that God had specially chosen him for
the accomplishment of the work we are going to
relate, and that the glorious Virgin herself had
revealed to him the means by which he would
succeed, as he rendered the greatest assistance
to Sister Bourgeois in after years, in the estab-
lishment of her Congregation. Although he had
never been in Canada, nor had ever seen the isle
of Montreal, he had a supernatural and distinct
knowledge of it, and knew it better than its

aloi present inhabitants. It was a vision that he never
lost sight of, and he felt confident he would ob-
tain from the king the proprietorship of the
island, in order to consecrate it to the Blessed
Virgin, and build a city on it, which he intended
to call Ville-Marie (City of Mary). The aim of
all his enterprises and hopes of the future cen-
tered in one grand idea, viz., the propagation of


