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DIOCESE OF OTTAWA.

PASTORAL LETTER

oy
HAis Lordship the Bishop of Ottawa,
By which he publishes the Encyclical
Letter concerning the Jubilee granted
by Our Holy Father, Leo XIIL,on the
22nd. December, 1885.

JOSEPH THOMAS DUHAMEL

By the Mercy of God and the Favor of the
Holy Apostolic Sce, Bishop of Ottawa,
Assistant at the Pontifical
Throme, etc.

To the Clergy, the Religious Communities
and the Faithful of the Diocese of
Ottawa, Health and Benediction in
our Lord.

DEARLY BELOVED BRETHREN,

The Vicar of Jesus Christ, with whom
lies the immense responkibility of all
christendom has like his Divine Master,
adopted as the ruling principle of his
government this coneoling maxim : Hec
est voluntas......... Patris, ut omni quod dedit
mihi, non perdam ex o (Jobn vi, 38), 1tis
the will of the Heavenly Father that I
lose none of what has been given to me.

1t belongs to him to remove dangers,
to confirm his brethren in the faith cun
firma fratres tuos (Luke xxxii, 32), to lead
the Christian army and point out the
place and the hour of the struggle, as well
as the arms which it is proper to use, It
is his care, moreover, before all others, to
contend against the enemies of the work
of Christ, and to command, whenever he
may judge it to be useful or necessary, to
replace the sword in its scabbard :  Mite

......... gladium in vaginam (John xviii, 11).

The great Pope who has ruled the
Church for eight years, fulfils with as
much vigor as majesty his laborious min-
istry, He labors with indefatigable ardor.
Like a vigilant sentinel, he points out in
an exemplary manner, the dangers which
threaten the world on every side; endowed
with supernatural power, he stays the
nations as they hurry towards the abyes,
and, if they will only listen to him, must
save them ¥rom losing themselves in it; as
a father whose paternity is from God, as
well as an infallible Pontiff, he offers to
all the best mears of salvation. Accord-
ing to Divine Providence, he employs all
the human aid arising from his high posi-
tion, his large micd, his profound know-
ledge of things and his consummate ex-
perience of affaire and of men ; but much
more still does he avail himself of the
assistance afforded him by his supreme
authority. Representative of the Divine
Instructor, he teaches Christians what it
behoves them to do in our days, consider-
ing the circumstances of time, country,
conditions and persons; he shows to the
Nations and Rulers what is calculated to
restore to them the stability of order and
to establish concord and peace be-

tween citizens; he causes to &hine
before all men the incomparable
torch of social science enlightened

by Faith, Head of the Chuich militant,
he openly comba's the enemies of the
state who are, aleo, the enemies of Re
ligious society, and without allowing this
solicitude in regard to external things to
lessen his zeal for interests that are more
immediate and not less important, he
wearies not in exhorting Catholic touls,
holding to them the language of Divine
wisdom, which constantly invites them to
the feast of the elect : “Wisdom spreads
abroad hber teachings,” eaith the Scripture :
“she raises her voice i the midst of mamiind
in public places, and cries out : how long will
the foolish desire those things that are hurtful ?
How long will the unwise hold knowledge in
aversion ? (Prov, i,20 22.) Wisdom speaks
to those senseless men: *‘come,” saye she,
“feed on my bread and drink the wine which
I have prepared for you.” (Prov, ix, 4-5.)
Actuated by this same wisdom the Holy
Father exhorts us all to reanimate our
Faith, to renew the virtues of our vocation
and the aesiduons practice of earuest
prayer. In order that we may thus en-
gage more efficaciourly, he opens the
heavenly treasures, the dispensation of
which has been confided to him; he an-
nounces to men of good will the glad
tidings, tidings of joy and peace and re-
conciliation 1r order that, touched and
moved in their hearts, they may raise
more in unison and with greater ardour,
their vows and aspirations towards
Heaven, that they may produce more
worthy fruit of penance, and that they
may become, in fact as in words, more
faithful disciples of God who was crucified
for the salvation of the whole human
race. For the third time the Holy Father,
by an encyclical of the 22nd December
1885, announces & general Jubilee to all
the faithful dispersed over the wide limits
of the two hemispheres, In this feeling
document, he sets forth to us his purpose,
together with the motives which have in-
duced him to adopt, dbnce more, this great
measure; he lays before us, atthe same
time, his most serious thoughts, his sub-
jects of sadness and his grounds for hope.
Let us pause, most Dear Brethren, in
order to consider the work of the Pontiff
Its final end is to guide mankind, through
the tempests of life, to the haven of
everlasting salvation. In order to reach
this term, all must fulfil two fundamental
obligations, viz : believe the word of God
and practice his holy Law, which only
can be done through the grace of Jesus
Christ. “Faith” saya the Council of
Trent, “is for man, the commencement of sal:

vation; it s the foundation and the root of all
Jjustification; it s impossible, without it, to
please God and find place among lis children,”
(Sess, 6ib, ch.8), Tbis Faith, which en-
lightens, purifics and sweetens, begins by
raising us to the knowledge of superna-
tural things, knowledge which is of iufin-
ite value and which it is the lot of the
faithful children of God alone to possess
This sublime ecience, it is the charge and
mission of the Vicar of Jesus Christ to
teach all nations tbroughout all time.
Leo XIIL bas fulfilled this high function
with a superiority that deserves to be re-
membered in every age. His learned
Encyclicals, 8o bright, perspicuous and
vigorous, have been borne, in every lan-
guage, to all the nations of the world.
Possessing invincible authority, they have
ivfluenced the state of the most exalted
potentates, monarchs and chiefs of nations
whose power was menaced; they bave
brought to silence the senseless audacity
of scientific pride and repressed its aber-
ratione; they have made the most pressing
appeals to the Faithful;they have pointed
out to all men the only true, certain and
poesible solutions of each oue of the great
problems which, at present, agitate humau
society and shake it to its foundations.

Thus, the Supreme Instractor of nations
teaches them all what they must believe
aud do, in order to meet the terrible dau-
gers which every day threatens and pre-
pares for them, The light shines in every
place, even in the midst of darkness : Lux
in tenebris lucet, et tenebre eam nom compre
Lenderunt, (Jobn i, 5). Woe tc those who
will neither understand nor bear it, who
turn away their ears from the word of
truth lest it should oblize them to act
righteous!y, who will listen to the teacher
of error to follow i's ways as passion shall
direct : Noluit antelligere, ut bene ageret ;
(Ps. 34, 4), erit enim tempus cum sanam doe
trinam non sustinebunt, sed ad sua desideria
coacervabunt sibv magistros pruvientes auribus;
et a verdate quidem  auditum avertent, ad
Sfabulas autem convertentur, (11 Timoth, iv,
3, 4).

The father of Christians is not satisfied
with instruciing the natious of the worid,
he labors also to induce hi: uwn followers
to practice their duties courageously,
firmly and exactly : with this view two
extraordinary Jubilees have been granted
and proclaimed ; a great religious order,
devoted to the fervent praciice of the
love of God and penance, has been recom-
mended and proposed to the faithful as
their model and rule, in order to reaui-
mate in each one the grace of his ever holy
vocation : “I beg of wyou,” says also the
apostle, *'that you walk, worthily in the voca
tion in which you are called,” (Epb, iv, 1).
Aud, as man left to himself, is impotent
for good, unless he be made anew, sus-
tained and aided by divine grace, and that
this perfect gift aud this succour from on
High is obtained by prayer, the holy
Father has, on several oc:asions, forcibly
remiuded the Catholic world of the indis.
peusible duty of assiduous prayers and the
very great need of it at the present time,

Fiually, after 80 many lessons, appeals
and cfiucts for the salvation of all, Leo
X111, once more proclaims in favor of his
children, the ecxtraordinary and most
eflicacious means of a jabiiee. Tae fre
quency of such great remedies makes well
known to us the extent ot the evils which
surrounds us, and shews us how carefully
we ought to avail ourselves of this year
of grace and opportune assistance: Kcce
nunc tempus acceptabile, ecce nuuc dies sali-
tis, (LI Cor, i, 2).

1u the world at this time, virtue is fail-
ing, whilst passion is becoming excited
and inflamed ; error is laboring, unceas-
ingly, to spread abroad its shadow of
death ; the waves of scandal are continu-
ally swelling ; the crowd of timid aad
false sages no longer dares to assert the
Truth, far trom having the courage to
follow it in the tenor of their life ; asso-
ciations, everywhere skilled in the art and
science of evil, impose on the people,
estrange them from God, hurry them on
to disorderly life and stady to snatch
from them Divine Faith and its immortal
hopes.

Considering this deplorable state of
things, the Pope desires, once more,
strougly to admonish, to urge, most earn-
estly, every Caristian to enter into himself
and take his salvation to heart, Heis
anxious to awaken men’s minds from
terrestrial thoughts and direct their aspira-
tions to a better world. Each one reform-
ing his own conduct, avoiding vice,
advancing in virtue, there will result a
universal renewal ; institutions and pub-
lic morals will be improved ; states, to the
great advantage of all citizens, will con-
torm to truth and Christian forms ;
vations, on the brink of ruin, may be
stayed in their fall, be restored from their
decadence and return, at last, to the ways
of evangelical civilization and true pro-

ress,

oy Such, dearly beloved ‘Brethren, is the
purpose of the Jubilee : the salvation of
the world by the salvation of each indi-
vidual, the conversion and improvement
of state and people by the conversion and
improvement of each Christian, of each
citizen. This is the great end which the
Pope himself proposes, in order to stimu.-
late our ardour during the holy year,
which he grants to us in order that we
may hasten to feast at the sources of
mercy.

Salvation : such is the end to be at-
tained. By what means? The holy
Father points them out to us : meditation
on the word of God, practice thereof,
prayer for the assistance of grace, and the
receiving of it through the sacraments :
these are the benedictions which the Jubi-
lee diffuses over .the world with more
than ordinary abundance. The Pope en-
joins that the word of God be preached
with renewed power, that penance, espec-
ially be insisted on ; penance of the body,
fasting and abstinence ; penance of the
mind, the shunaing of sin, the repression
of passion ; and, if he requires that these
things be preached, it is in ovder that the
faithful may be reminded by their pastors,
that they muet learn the law of the gospel,
and that they are strictly obliged to model
on it their lives, even in what is most

painful, whatever may be the luxury of &
sensual age, mad with delights and thirst-
ing for pleasure,

The Pope desires, also, that the faithful
people be deeply impressed with the ur-
gent obligation they are under of multi-
plying their prayers, of peraevering every
day, in the most fervent devotion, Our
Fathers thus acted in times of great calam-
ity, and they obtained mercy and aseist-
ance along with pardon, The time has
arrived, when it behaves us to do as they
did, with the like assiduity and energy.
We, also, will be heard. The Divine
words which enjoin the indispensable duty
of prayer, assure us, likewise, of its infall-
ible efficacity when offered with humility
and perseverance in the name of Jesus
Christ : ask and you shall receive, says the
holy gospel, (Math, vii. 7) ; whatever you
shall ask my Father in my name, I will do+t,
(John xiv., 13), The Apostle wrote to the
first christian : Let your prayer be continual
(L. Thess. v. 11); I recommend, before all
things that there be more supplications, pray
ers, petitions and thanksgiving for all men,
(Tim. 1 1), The faithiul of vne first ages
followed this advice, In doing so, they
saved and converted the world ; they inau-
gurated for mankind the era of grandeur
and civilization which was brought to
them by the Sun of God, May our
prayers avail like to those of our Fathers!
and may the soverecign goodness crown
with a f'lke success | Under Mary'’s pro-
tection it behoves us to approach the
throne of mercy, coustantly repeating the

holy Rosary, meditating on the mysteries
clarity.

tions of the signal favor which he grants,
in the form of Jubilee, to all the faithful
of both sexes, viz: indualgence, as regards
all their sius. These are the conditions on
which may be gained the most precious
and solemn indulgence.

lo. To make siz visits to the chuarches
designated by the Ordinary of each dio-
cese, and there pray every time, according
to the intentious of the Sovereign Pontiff.

20, Observe two days strict abstinence
with fasting,

3). Give for a good work tending to
the increase and propagation of the Faith,
according to one’s abilities and fixed by
the advice of a confessor.

45, R-ceive worthily the sicraments of
penance and the Loly Eacharist.

TO BE CONTINUED,
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DIOCESE OF KINGSTON.

BISHOP CLEARY'S BEAUTIFUL
TO THE DELIGHT OF A VERY LARGE
CONGREGATION—A BRIEF SYNOPSIS,

Freeman, March 31.

We regret we have not the ooportunity
of giving our readers a full report of Iis
Lordship’s discourse of last Sunday even-
ing. It was a most instructive sermon,
aud was listened to throughout by the
vast congregation with the most eager
attention, Hiws Lordship dealt with coa-
trition,—the primary, and absolutely in-
dispensible condition of pardon in the sac-
rament of penaunce, in‘ulcating its obliga
tivn and necessity chiefly by putting before
his hearers that most sacred model of
true penitance, of whom we have record
in the Holy Scripture,—David, the pro-
phet and the King of Israel, Describing
the sin of David aud its consequences on his
hitherto iunocent soul, the Bishop showed
the triple effect, which every grievous
sin leaves behind it, to the detriment of
the soul and its faculties, even after the
stain of mortal guilt has been purged
auway and the capital punishment remit.
ted ; namely, Ist. the evil habit superin
duced, or strengthened ; 2ud. the fire of
concupiecence enkindled, and rendered
more ready and active for evil influence
upon the passions of nature ; and 3:d. the
defilement of the imagination and the
memory cauged by sin, especially that of
a sensual kind, KFrom these results of sin
in the human eoul, His Lordship devel-
oped the necessity of persevering sorrow ;
even when the guilt of mortal sin and the
eternal punishment, which divine justice
exacts, have been remitted, and this sorrow
he proved to have been in David's heart
always after his sin, by reference to his
psalms, all breathing this humble, and
abiding, and heartfelt contrition, more
especially the familiar psalm, “miserere.”
Taking up the first four verses of this
psalm, His Lordship rendered them by a
beautiful paraphrase, and exhibited the
bleeding soul of the royal prophet im
ploring with deepest humiliation, and
tireless importunity, the “mercy,” and
“the great mercy,” and “ihe multitaie of
the tender mercies” of his Maker; and
beseeching the God of all purity to *“wash
him” daily ‘“more and more from his
iniquity,” and “cleanse him from his ¢in;”
and making humble and heartfelt confes-
sion of his sin, a plea for further remis-
gion, and offering to God in atonement
this agonizing sorrow that kept the pain-
ful vision of his crime always before him,
as a spectre of hideousness, guilt and
terror.

PERFECT CONTRITION AND SUDDEN DEATHS.
The Bishop, moreover, in the conclusion

of his instruction dwelt upon the abselute

necessity of that which in the language of
the Church is termed perfect contrition,
as a necessary condition of forgiveness for
all persons struck down suddenly and

thus deprived of the ministration of a

priest ; and he earnestly besought all to

have a right understanding concerning
this most important requisite of the act of
contrition whensoever the Sacrament of

Penance cannot be administered. His

Lordship taught that this act of contrition

must not only be founded upon super-

natural motives, but must necessarily
bave for its predominant directing prin-
ciple, the very highest of the super-

DISCOURSE

natural motives of sorrow for sin,
namely, that the sinner must be
sorry for having offended God, be:

cauee God is infinitely good in Himg
self, and therefore most worthy of all our
love for His own sake. Whilst, then, the

of her Divine Son, beiog a'l united in the § ploy opium, or other arw thetics, in case
same prayer and in the intimate bonds of |

i [ { ment of extreme and bumanly unendur-
The following means of public salva- [ able

tion, proposed by the Pope, are as condi- | is altogether different from the habitual
'or conuinnons stupefaction of the sick

motive of fear of God’s anger for ein,
shewing us the avenging and everlasting
pains of hell; or the motive of God's
wmercy, shewing us the glorious and eternal
rewards of heaven, which we forfeit by
sin ; of the motive founded upon our
base ingratitude to God, contemplating
the price of Blood which He has gener-
ously paid for the ransom of our souls
from sin and the power of the devil ;
will, all or any of them, suftice in the
Sacrament of Penance ; there is further-
more required for perfect contrition,
which alone will avail outside the Sacra-
ment, the motive quickening us to regret
aud sorrow for ein because of Gud's in-
fivite goodness and perfection in  Him-
sell, The Dishop expressed certain fears
that all did not uunderstand this, aud,
therefore, he exhorted all who might be
attendauce upon persous suddenly struck
down by accidents, which are of so frequent
occurrence in these days of railways and
machinery, to fill their minds with the
knowledge and importance of this perfect
coutrition, o as to be able to wake the
best use of the few precious moments that
remain of life for the eternal benefit of
the soul of the dying Christian.

ABUSE OF OPIATES IN THE SICK RJ0M,

O. this subject, the Bishop concluded
with a most important and timely warn-
iog concernivg the custom, which is unfor-
tunately too common ia these counaies,
and seems to be on the increune, of admin-
istering opiates to the dying, in order to
render the passage to eternity easy and
painless. He said it is allowable to em-

of surgical operations, or for the abate

pain of a transient character; but this

Christian in ordinary cases within the
common sphere of haman suffering,
to Lordship pointed out the seunsual,
pagan and auti Christian character of
this evil practice; pronouncing it an awful
abuse to rend & human being with all his
accountability, perhaps with grievous
guiltiness of soul, to the tribunal of judg-
ment 1o a state of sottishness, the same 1n
effect as drankenness, Death isthe inevit-
able lot of man, consequent on sin, It
must be suffered by all ; pain is its natural
attendant. Christian faith teaches us to
uuite our pains with those of the dying
Saviour, ard offer them to the Eternal
Father in union with his oblation, and in
atonement for our sins, thus sanctifyivg
our pains and converting tnem into agen.
cies of merit and everlasting glory, But
how can the soul prepare for that
supreme moment in the spirit of faith,
exerting all its powers, natural
and supernatural, for the exciting
within itself of the surcow of Dawid
and Maugdalen and all the pen-
tents who have ever sinned and have
been forgiven, when all its faculties are
dulled and drugged into powerlessness,
and in fact the dying man 18 sent to his
Maker in a state akin to thatof drunken.
pess? Tois practice of stupefying sick
persons with opium  does not prevail
1L conntries where Christian faith is act-
ive. Iiis anindication of the sensuality
of our age, and its scenlarized spirit,
which regards pleasure as the main ohject
of life, and pain as the great evil to be
dreaded. The Catholic Church exhorts
her children to a more spiritual view of
human life in couformity with the model
presented to us by Him, who came on
earth to teach us the way to heaven by
His own example, and that of His Apostles
and martyrs and confessors in all ages,
who shew forth to us, in life and in death,
the proper method of imitating our Divine
Master. The pains of the saints were most
precious to them, whether on the bed of
sickness or on the rack of torture. The
prayers and pious aspirations, and acts of
faith, hope and charity, and contrition for
sin and eelf oblation to God in union with
the Saviour’s oblation, and acceptance of
the pangs and weariness of sickness and
of the final agony, uttered from
the heart of the suffering Catholic, and
offered to God the Father in conformity
with the Redeemer’s passion, and in the
love of the Holy Spirit, are, every one of
them, a title to increase of grace in the
soul, and more abundant mercy at the
judgment seat, and gems of brighter glory
1 the everlasting ““crown of jastice, which
the Lord, the just judge shall render in
that day to all who love His coming.”
Would it not be a crime against religion
and charity to deprivea dying Catholic of
all these rich treasuresof grace and futare
beatitude by extinguishing the light of his
spirit, end the strength of his will, and all
the energy of faith within him, through
the stupefying agency of opiates in that
most solemn hour of immediate prepara-
tion for going forth from the prison of the
body to meet his Sovereign Judge, and
render an account to Him of the things he
had done in the flesh, from the dawning
of his reason to the moment in which he
drew his last breath ?

e @

A Beautifal Catholic Octoroon.

THE DECREES.

THR THIRD PLENARY COUNCIL'S DECREES
SOLEMNLY PROMULGATED BY ABP, GIB-
BONB—SOME OF THE IMPORTANT SUB
JECTS TREATED BY THE OOUNCIL

The printed volume containiog the
decrees of the Third Plenary Council of
Baltimore appeared last week. The
decrees are, of course, in Latin, the lan-
guage of the Church, and are contained in
# volume of four hundred pages. The fol-
lowing is the telegraph summary of the
contents of the volume.
THE TITLES OF THE DECREES.
The decrees are contained under eleven
titles, The opening decree is on Faith,
followed by decrees of Eclesiastical Per-
sons, Divine Worship, the Sacraments, the
Education of the Clergy, the Instruction
of Catbolic Youth, Coristian Doetrine,
Zsal for the Souls, Church Property,
Ecclesiastical Courts and Ecclesiastical
Tribunals, There is a prefatory exhorting
all to faithfully observe the enactments of
the Second Pienary Council of Baltimore,
and a final title regarding the promulga-
uon and publication of these decrees,
Many of the decrees under the first three
titles will be of little or no iuterest to the
public, as they affect the inaner workings
and organizations of the various dioceses,
and refer to the relations existing between
the Bishop and his clergy, Special enact
ments are made to meet all possible con-
tingencies, and these wise aud timely regu-
laticns will largely contribute to place
the dioceses on a sure footing,
DIGNITY OF PRIESTHOOD,
Some of these regulations are very clo
quent in their expressions on the dignity
of the priestly state, The clergy should
remember, it says, that this sublime dedi-
cation of themselves to a cause which ex-
cludes thoughts of worldly advancement
and power, making them advocates and
champions of tha doctrines of the Prince
of Peace, is that which should save them
from even a thought of wrong-doing,
Sanctity and science are to be the objects
of their labors, and this is to insure them
alasting influence over the fl cksentrusted
to their care. Since, however, human
nature is weak and may at times fail in
the proper observance of the duties of
one's state, it is earnestly recommended
that a special house, in the charge of some
religious order, should be erected for the
reception of those priests who, having
been suspended frem the exercise of their
functions for serious faults, yet give hopes
of correcting their vicious inclinations,
that they may have aan opportunity of
regaining their lost privileges,
DIVORCE AND MIXED MARRIAGES,

One of the most important decrecs is
that concerning matrimony ; for the
strength and durability of the Christian
Church depends, 1n a great measure, upon
the Christian family, and there can be
no Chrictian  famly  without Coris
tian marriage—that 1s, marriage entered
into according to the teachings
of religion and hallowed by God’s
benediction, Since marriage  was
raised iu the new law to the diguity of a
sacrament, it belongs solely to the Church,
to whom the administration of the sacra-
menut was entrusted, to pass judgment on
the valdity, rights and obligations of
marriage, This being the case, and the
marriage tie being indissoluble, 1t is
obvious that there is no power on earth
which can dissolve Christian marriage,
(ireat, indeed, is the sin of those Catholics
who, infatuated with modern ideas and
opinions, regard matrimony as a matter
of business, and seek by legal divorce to
have the marriage tie loosened or even to
contract a new umion. Against such as
infringe these laws severe penalties are to
be enforced. No legal divorce has the
slightest power before God to loose the
bond of marriage and make a snbsequent
one valid. Evenadultery, though it may
justify “separation from bed and board,”
cannot lovse the marriaze tie so that
either of the parties may marry again dur-
ing the life of the other, nor is the legal
separation to be obtained without first
conferring with the ecclesiastical authori
ties. The clergy ara frequently to praise
those who, following the custom of the
Church, contract marriage with the bless
ing of the nuptial Mass, Though the
Church sometimes permits the marriage
ofa Catholic with a non-Catholie, she never
does 80 without the deepest regret, and
with the explicit understanding that the
children of those parties must be brought |

ON SECRET SOCIETIES
Special consideration is devoted to the
action and work of the laity, and their
combination in associations for the better

mindful of the fact that the laity are
members of the Body of Christ, and that
their logitimate action and work as Chris
| tiaus must bein entire uniformity witl
{ their lawful head, Of the evils which
| affect these societies the most banefal is
that which would persuade members to
shun the light, and do their wretched work
in the hiddeu secrecy of individual souls.
All secret societies, therefore, which are

Congressman O'Harra, of North Caro-

cated colored men in Washington, He
and his wife are Catholics, and attend
St. Augustine’s church, Mrs, O'Harra

ton, and were it not for the slight trace
of negro blood in her veins she would be
a leader of white society. Like Mrs.
Bruce,whoie also beautitul, she is a highly
educated and accomplished woman,
speaks French, plays Beethoven, paints
plaques, and is up in art and literature
to a degree that would make some of her
white sisters blush for envy, Both Mrs.

white, and it would be difficult for a
stranger to detect their relation to the
Africian race. Mrs, O’Harra has a white
governess for her children and intends
that they shall be as accomplished as her-
self. These people have their own soci-
ety, give balls, dinner parties, receptions,
and other éntertainments.

lina, is a member of the coterie of edu 1

is one of the loveliest ladies in Washing. |

Bruce and Mrs. O'Harra are very nearly l

secret, as the Church understands this
term, euch as Masonic lodges and other
similar coufraternities, are not to b
joined by Catholics, But not only are
| such secret societies to be shunned, but
all are requested to co operate ac earnestly
| a3 possible in the noble work of thos
| according to the epirit of the Church,
COLORED MEN AND INDIANS,
|  The eight million of colored people in
’ the country are the subject of a vigorons
| plea for help from all those who would
| place this important clement of the future
1n its proper place to act for the weal of
this republic,
The Indian tribes have also found elo
| quent defenders among the Bishops, and
{ arrangements have been made for a
special yearly collection to be taken up in
{ all chdrches throughout the conatry to
help in promoting Catholicity among both
the colored people and the Indian tribis.
PICNICS, EXCURSIONS AND FESTIVALS.

&

up in the Catholic faith, |

realization of their work ; but all must be |

| societies which are acting in all things |

money for pious purposes will doubtless
surprise most people, for the decisions are
explicitly coudemuatory of many methods
now in vogue. The council directs the
pastors to have in every church a free
space, and admonishes them from humili
ating people in public if they do not
eXactly keep within the limits of that
space, The council also ordered that no
clergyman shall ever persecute a layman
for money due to the church, even for
pew rent, unless he has asked leave from
the bishop. Another thing done by the
council is the prohibition of picnies aud
excursions by night, on Surday or on
other feast days or fasing c» This
way of making money for chu pur
poses will be hereafter forbidden o.d only
allowed by the bishop, with neceseary
prudence and reserve. The sale of intox:
cating liquors will not be allowed in auy
case, Fairs, also are are not to be held
hereafter without a special permit fron.
the bishop, and not on Sundays, and no
intoxicating liguors can be sold by them
Suppers and dinners, social parties and
balls given at uight, for raising money, ar«
prohibited,
CHARACTER OF CHURCH MUSIC,

Special attention is to be paid to the
music adopted in the churches to add
solemnity to the sacred services, Worldly,
irreligious aud sensual strains are posi-
tively to be excluded from church exer-
c'ses, Those prodactions also  which
mangle the words of the sacred liturgy
and which, by indefinite repetitions, ren
der the hymus and psalms meaningless,
are not to be tolerated, but the music
must be of such a stamp as to elevate the

al and aid it in its effurts to unite itself
to the Creator.
MUST ERECT PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS,

The decrees on the education of the
y voice the rentiments so cloguently
expressed in the masterly speech by Bishop
Spaldiog on this subject during the Coun-
ety If we would avoid all tellectual
paralysis in Catholic society, our clergy
wust be provided with every means of
prosecuting elaborate courses of stady,
aud preparing themselves to meet a false
brilliant literature with an equally brilli
aut true one, Regarding the instruction
ot the laity, the Council decrees that,
since religion cin never be divorced from
our actions, there is a need of erecting
every where parish schools, which may so
temper religion with science that the two
may go hand in hand, so that the intellect
be rot developed to the prejudice of the
moral qualities, but both, equally devel-
oped, should result in the formation
of tiue citizens and earncat Christians.
To effect this, the Council orders that
within two years from the promulgation
of these decrees, a parochial echool must
be erccted and started near each chareh,
unless the bishop, for grave reas i, should
defer fora time the bu'ding of such a
school, Should a priest by his own
negligense provent the snecessinl carrying
o of such schools, even after repeated
warnings from his ecclesiastieal superiors,
he 18 to be judg d worthy of removal from
such a posttion.
VIGOROUS MEASURES IF NEEDED
If, however, the delay or difliculty in
having a parish school should arise on the
mrt of the parish, then the bishop must
admonish the flock of their bounden
duty, and take vigorous measures to in-
them to contribute the necessary
means, All Catholic parents are hound to
sen'd their children to  these parochial
schools, noless they send them to other
Catholic academies or lawfully exempted
by those who have charge of these
affiire, Priests are to regard these schools
as the great ornament of their parieh, and
to show their interest by frequently visit-
ing them and by giving personally the in-
structions in church doctrine and sacred
history or appointing those to this office
whom they know are Tully competsnt to
discharge well the daties connected with
it. lustructions are also given for the
Jaity who have means to contiibute as
liberally as possible g0 as ultimately to
found free schco's throughout the country.
i i
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Nothing to Fear,

The Progress National, of .'\l.!*P, has the
following pretty anecdote :

At Bordeaux, a commercial agont and
a workman entered the same compart
ment of a ratllway carriage, and wera the
only travelers.  As the train sped on
‘ta way through the Landeg, they de
eried A priest, at an  intermediate
tution, who was waiting for an up tran
md the “ Monsiemr” turning to the mai
“an blougs" shoalder
sking : “What's that thing good for ?
“ 1o then laanched into diatribe
minst the clerieal; which the woil

rhreuggal his

[ p . s
| man still listened to unmoved. Th
| train had resumed its speed,  The ma

“en blouse” stood up before his com

penion with the following words ;

“This is a very savage country,
mon=ieur, the stations are far apar.,
sSuppose | were to throttle you for your
money and fling your corpse throuwh
the window, there would be an end ot 11,

“But my friend” said the bourgecis,
evidently ili at ease, “I have nothing
with me; you would gain nothing hy it

“l beg your pardon, sir” said the
atbletic companion; ¢ betore taking the
train, [ called at the bank, you were
thers, monsiear, and you withdrew
30,000 franes, which now must be con
cenled 1 yon wallet of yours, But
| shudder not, you have nothing to fear;

I wag educated by ‘those priests,’”

i -t
Boston Republic,
Goldwin Stmith says, all reports to the

contrary notwithstanding, he is not
| going to quit Canada. The Canadiavs
| ure naturally grieved over this announce
! ment, and hope that when Smith gors
|
|

abroad, as he will in the spring, he will
mike up his mind to stay in England,
| where he will find a kindred spirit in
| that foul calumniator of the Irish race,
Arnold-Forster, who quoted Mr. Smith’s
{ mandacious testimony to bolster up his
| false charges against the Irish-American

| The decreea sbout the collectii ¢ of ' citizens of Rocton,



