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that lay at his door, and was thereby to church life and work,
show how important the “little thing" la 
in God’s great plan; for sympathy with 

children was considered a very small 
thing Indeed.

When Mr. Ralkes began to enter Into 
child-life, he was student as well as 
teacher, and many were the lessons 
learned. It was a revelation to him to find 
that genius was often seen among his 
little multitude, and that many of the 
children had extraordinary memories. He 
was surprized that these ragged outcasts 
really liked to be clean and wear nice 
clothes.

But perhaps the greatest lesson of all 
was the fact that this new "science" Into 
which he was entering, was deep

be mastered only by love and sym- 
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supreme aim Is the lr partatlon of re
ligious truth for the Inbrlnglug of the 
Kingdom of Jesus Ohrlst through all the 

hi.
From disconnected and wholly local 

methods of organization and management 
It has developed Into a thoroughly organ
ized Institution for all the earth, binding 
the churches together In a glorious unity 
of study of the Word of God.

From a circumscribed 
agency to reach a few of the local poor, 
It has spread out to all countries and 
climes as one of the greatest missionary 
forces In existence, and has during Its 

ory given birth to some of the most 
powerful and Influential missionary 

-encles In existence to-day. 
n the early days of the institution, 

friends who were Interested In the work 
formed what were known as "unions." 
The first organization of this kind was 
formed In 1803, and was called "The 
London Sunday School Union." This 
society has done an extensive work In 
the development of the Sunda 

ngland and on the
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In America there were a number of 
societies formed In the Interest of the 
work, but In 1824 many of these were 
merged Into a new organization, "The 
American Sunday School Union." The 

needs of each child. We see that he union still continues to organize schools
took time to learn his leseone well, and in destitute localities and furnishes Sun-
when he was sure a thing was right he day School libraries and necessary liters- 
never gave up. Nothing could stop him. ture.
But we cannot enumerate the many in- A
stances of this thoroughness. It Is seen York In
everywhere, It is part and parcel of the series of conventions that has run on 
whole. through all the years until now.

Mr. Ralkes was a man of love, strength The Sixth National Convention was the 
and thoroughness. Could any greater First International Convention, and was 
three assets be given to an individual? held at Baltimore In 1876, and Included,
Yet he was not a "self-sufficient" man; as Its name implies, delegates from our
his whole power lay In the fact that he own Dominion as well as from the varl- 
felt, "Of myself I can do nothing." He ous States of the Union,
read his Bible with a purpose, and was a The first World's Convention was 
man of prayer. Herein he found his In London In 1889, the

ide through life. Do we wonder that Louis In 1893,
is able to say, "Happiness depends sixth being fresh in our minds as held at

upon promoting the happiness of others"; Washington last year,
and again, "I have labored for the glory It might be of Interest 
ot God and the good of my leHow-creo- a part ol the report by the
tures. . . . The pleasure cannot be mlttee of statistics. The Sunday Sc
taken from me"? lives and thrives In 126 different coun

Can we not see the hand of Providence tries and groups of Islands, Includes over
governing the moral progress of the 300,000 schools, nearly 3,000,000 officers 
world in the fact that such a man as and teachers, and more than 26,000,000
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Because of the rapid success of the 
Sunday School movement 
above we mipht imagine that 
very first Mr. Ralkes encountered no dlf- 

■liilics, but this was by no means the case. 
As he was sincerely loved, so was he 
most honestly disliked. He was isolated, 
laughed at, and pitied for his “hobby.” 
and all because he was the friend of the 
poor Throughout the whole country 
people became prejudiced against teach
ing the children of the poor, and Mr. Pitt 
was almost forced to make the suppr 
slon of Sunday Schools a state questh 
Many bitter things were written against 
the founder, but they were soon to die 
away, for If ever God's blessing was 
granted to any movement It was to the 
Sunday School.

When we realize that throughout all 
this criticism Mr. Ralkes did not waver 
from his purpose, and that when he was 
practically alone he still held firm, we 
must admit that he was prc-emlnentl 
man of strength.
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cedented example of the century! Do we, 
who sometimes wonder if It Is all worth
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