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THE COTTAGE BY THE HILL-SIDE.
WRITAEN FOB THa “ HEMALD.”
{ am thinking of my childhood—
And childbood’s scenes arise
ln & vivid panorama
Before my youthful eyes ;
Bat first amid the visions,
Before me floating past,
Comes the Cottage by the Hill-side
Where my early days were past.

1 have roamed through many a fairer clime
‘Thao that where I was born—
Where sunshine dwells forever
As bright as early morn ;—
Yet I cease oot to remember,
In other regions vast,
The cuttage in Dunleckney
Where my early days were past.

Ab! many an airy castle,
In infancy I cherish’d,
Nor dreamt how soon their shadows
Like phantasies had vanish'd.
Far, far, from those who love me,
" My lot stern fate has cast,
Yet I love the hill-side cotfage
Where 1y early days were past,

P e

That dear remembrance haunts me
Like some sweet passing dream ;
It cheers my hours of sadness
Liike a radient starlight beam :
It is an o) den memory,—
And it shall be’ my last,—
The cottage in Dualeckney
Where my early days were past.
Rosk.
#

PROVINCIAL INSURANCE COM-
PANY

From the Commercial Advertiser.
Io s late review of the Ansual Report of
this Company, we showed that not only bad
the fipe promises of its future good manage-
meot aod prosperity come to nought, but that
it is confessedly iosolvent. In this baokrupt
condition, instead of acting bonestly and
wisely, either gomng into liquidation at once,
or adopting a re-organization in-a parrower
field, it has extended its operutions, by open-
in‘ an agency io California.

This is 3 purely gambl
much as if IK: Directors risked the funds of
the sbareboldersat the Fara table. 1t is
true that bigh rates of premium are obtained
1 California, but it is not less true that in-
surance Companies are also subjected to im-
mense losses thers ; the result being that
those who have large capitals and cean afford
to pay heary claums and wait the slow accu-
mulatiop of premiums to obtain an ultimate

ofit, find the business ap average one, but
ess solid iostitutions are wiped out by the
first large loss. Ml :

The position of the Proviscial in Califoroia
88 is Canada, is that of a recewer of pre~
miums, it bas an immense stomach for these ;
but it does ot pay losses. Its ordinary mode
of settling cleitss, is by a species of currsney
called # slow potes,”” made payable at some
given date. but actually redeemable at con-
venience, as will be seen by the following

fetter :—
No. 243.

ProvinciaL INsuraNCE OFFICE,
Toronto, Juné 14th, 1858,
GENTLEMEN ;— We bed boped when™ ac-
cepting your drafts for “f‘)0,000 and $3,
l12,9g, that at their maturity we would be
i fuods to pay them without askiog any
forther indu'gence. We had a right to ex-
thus, from the bems growing due to the
Company, aod that the revival of business in
Canada, would epable parties to keep their
engsgements to their company. Such, bow-
m‘u been the entire stagnation of bu-iness,
and which still coptinues, and the grest scar-
city of money throughout Canada, , that we
have been obliged in almost every ios'ance to
extend the tume to them, with, in some few
cases, obtained very small paymest. Thus
hampered at preseot for wast of immediate
funds, we are forced to ask you, what we
~ bave asked others, and being gracious'y ac-
corded, to t the enclosed note of the
co y for $3,639,84, at 3 months, which
iocludes wterest; to return our two accept-
ances. v
We regret the delay, but in the gresent
distressed state of the times, it is beyood our
eontrol to avoid it. Ve have a million and a
kalf capital yet, in the baods of stock boldere,
uncslled, apd whieh is subject to ap order
of the Board; but umtil times mend, it
would be unwise, if pot useless, to- meke the

trapsaction as

Your obedieot servant.
Signed, J. L. STARR, Manager,
To the New York Beltiog & Packing Co.
New York.

1t will be observed from this document—
Sirst, thet the Provincias Insurance Company
could mot pay a note of $400 ; secondly, that
its only megos of ever meeting it were from
sums “ growing dume to it,” that is tosay the
premiums pz for insurance by its dupes;
thardly, that its Disrectors are satisfied that it
is “ upwise, 1f not useless,” to attempt to call
up any more of the subscribed eapital, bere-
: tofou ;:I much .:;uted d;a ‘hn security of
icy holders ; and, fourth/y, \hat it bad paid

’:‘ other debts in th!e same manner. i3
The notes which the Provincial thus al-
fowed to go to protest in Juoe, were due 12h
to 15th of that month, the very day ufter the
letter of excuse was dated, and were givep
for losses iacurred more than a year previous.
The Provincial, is thus accordig o its
owp showing, utterly unwortby of confidence,
and pot able to pay the wost trifling loss.—

of nolvency aod prosperity but a screea for
poverty and ficancial rotteaness.

We repeat the facts proved by the last An-
nual Beport of the Company, to show that
our picture of condition is pot distorted or un-
fairly colored.

But io giviog the Provincial the benefit of
its own figures, we are bound to say that bad
as they are they are not entitled to mmpheit
credit as a full exposition of s's condition, for
it nerer yet published a Report that was not
proved by the admussions of subsequent ones
10 base been false, fraudulent and deceptive.
1o fact, as far as managemeot is concerned
the Provincial vever knew the luxury of bon-
esty for a single day.

1t was established in 1849, with a nominal
capital of £500,000, of which $1,986,080
were abso'utely subscribed by a most respect-
sble proprictary in Western Canada, and
$450,816 bave been absoluiely pad up.

Tie result of this nine years business is that
it has :unk every penny of i's paid up capital,
searly half a mllion of doliars, snd all its
carniogs, and is 1w debt £81,604. When
tie call was made last year upon the pro-
prietary for an instalwent of nearly £26,000,
they were told that this was all that would be
requiied of them to put the institution into a
paying position; they were told als) that toe
whole amount of its liabil1'ies were £47,000
against which there were Acsets wnitten
dowu to £38,000, but nominally worth a
much larger sun. In paying up this enstal -
ment, the shareholdeis expected that httle
more thay a fourth of it would be required to
pay the difference between habilities and as-
sets, and that the balance would go to form a
pew capital, wiich emplo; ed with more judg-
ment znd hopesty, would at last give tbem
some sulid retu:n for their unvestment.

Bu. as usual tbe statements of the Direct—
ors were false, meant to obtain more money,
and then to be Jropped as useless decoys.

The £38,000 of Assets, n course of col-
Jection dwindled dowan to £4,500. and to-

| gether with 1Le year’s earnings £6,136, and

payment: on the call to the amount of £15,-
990 were ali absorbed in reduciog the debt
£26,570, leaving almost as much more to be
met by some new scheme, and the Company
depended for existence from 'day to day upon
tie premuns obtained oo the strength of its
large subscribed capilal, and its wealthy pro-
prietary.

The proprietary, however, have paid all
they intended to pay unless compelled, and as
the General Manager, the Honorable Lean-
der Starr, remarked 1n his letter, it would be
unwise and useless to ask them to submit to
auother squeeze, 10 keep alive a concern
which if cot dead, is so rotten that it would
bé & mercy to knuck it vu the bead, to fit it
for bucial. >

It 1s improbable that the next Annual Re-
port, if the Company by paying claims with
notes, and reaewing them uutil convemient,
exists another year, will show a further de-
ficieocy of $100,000 for losses not previously
known to the Company, or caims accident-
ally omitted, op furthor depreciation of
Assels.

The only course left to the Compasy? is to
wind up, and after that if they chose, to re-
organize ; 1o go on with the presefit’ burdens
or to getrid of them as proposed by the is- |
sue of bonds secured upon the uncalled capital |
if impossinle. !
The public can have no confidesce in a
concern which is bankrupt, uoable to meet its |
current liabilities, and repudiated by its stock- |
bolders ; and although fa'se representations as |
to its solvency may induce the ignoraot to
insure in @ Cumpany which offers them no |
single element of security, yet this practisiog |
upon credulity is a game which is pot ouly |
played out, but subjects the Ageots and Offi- |
cers of the Company to prosecutions for mis- |
demecor, under the 8th clause of the Act of |
last Session, called“* An Act to make beiter
provision for the puniskmeut’ of frauds com-
mit:ed by trustees, Bauvkers, and other per-
sons entiusted with property,” to which we
iovite tbeir attention,

ADMIT LIGHT (FREE.)

« Laght 15 come into the world,” said the
voice of inspication, Yes;but what cease-
less efforts are made to quench " it— both
moral ard pbysical light Both are equally
pecessary to bealth aod development ; and
against both is waged constant war. Is it,
pow, because “ deeds are evil 7’ or is it be-
cause man’s eyes are so used to darkness th:t
he miscalls hight and dark, taking the one
for the other ? The sun rises every morning
—it never fails— yet if the drapcry of cloud
is not thrown before its brightoess, the win—
dow curtain is; man can not endure its
primary glow ; its radiance must first be ab-
sorbed by som:thing earthly. Reflected
from sublunary thiogs, be welcomes it uo- |
sbrioking. Man waots Jight diluted. He
fears it, intensified as Gop prepared it. So

merr.ly as though born in that condition.

Let  the light—into the house, the closet,
the cellar, into the beart, ay, into the very
depths of the soul.—Life Il]

A GOID OLD MAN.

A good old man is the best antiqu'ty, and
which we may with least vanity admire: one
whom time hath been thus long a workiag,
aod, like winter fruit, ri d when others are
shaken down. He bath taken out as many
lessons of the world as days, and learved the
best thing in it—the vamty of it. He looks
over his former life as a dauger well passéd,
and would not hazard himeelf to begin again.
The next door of death sads him pof, but he
expects it calmly as his turn in pature; and
fears more his recoiling back to childishness
thao dust. Al men lookon lum as a com-
mon father, and on old age, for his sake, 2s
areverent thiog. He practises his experience
oo youth without the barshness of reproof, and
in his counsel his good compasy. He bas
some old stories still of his own seeing to con-
irm what he says, and makes Shem better in
the telliog ; yet 1s not troublesome neitber
with the same tale again, but remembers with
thew bow oft he has told them. He is not
apt to put the boy on a yousger man, mnor
the fool on a boy, but can distingrish graviry
from a sour look ; and the less testy he is the
more regarded, You must parden him if he
likes his own times better than these, because
those things are follies to him now that were
wisdom then ; yet be makes use of that opin-
ion 100 when we see him, and conjecture
those times by so gooda relic. le goes away
at last too soon whensoever, with all men’s
sorrow but his own ; and his memory is fresh
when it is twice as old.—Bishop Farle.

PORTABLE THRASHING MA-
CHINE. :

We find ita more difficult matter than we
imagined to describe the very admirable
thrashing machine which we recert'y alluded
to, and which we saw at work. As, how-
ever, this invention must very soon become
a most important ins'rument 1 the hands of
our great agriculiurist:, we must make the
attempt to give our readers some little infor-
maton regarding it, and we trust that our
remarks may be efficacious at least in direct-
ing the attestion of all lJarge farmers to its
many excellencies.

First, we must say a complimentary word
regarding the arrangements of the buldings
at Bothwell Castle Farm, which, by the
courtesy of Mr. Adams, we were allowed to
inspect in every portion. Neatuessand con-
ven ence were apparent everywhere, and all
were so placed that the several operations
of stable, dairy, and barn could be carried on
with as much order and regnlarity as reigns
in amechanical factory. The thrashing ma—
chine which Lady Montague has had recent-
ly erected on these premises, is constiucted
on the old Scottish principle, that is, with
offers for cairying the corn to be deprived of
its seed into that portion of the machine
where the thrashers operate. The straw is
carried forward by two large shaking drums,
which, by means of forks, drag the straw
over a grating, through which the corn falfh
te the frames of the dressing machine, where
it is separated from all chaff and dust, as well
as short straws that may bhave got mixed
with the grain. The straw fal's through an
opening ia the floor of an upper room in which
the machine is placed, and " is received by
men who bundle it. This machine 1is
wrought by a fixed steam engive, and is,
therefore, not locomotive. While at work a
whistle and bell are the means employed to
direct the workers.

_The above deseription will enable our read-
ers to appieciate the improvements which
bave been made upon the portabie thrashing
machioe, named at the head of our present

| notice. The new machitie, which, as we

| formerly stated, 1 part the adaptation and
| part invention of Mr. Waller, the scientific
superintencent at Messrs. Gray aod Co.’s
establishment, at Uddingston, 1s locomotive,
| and is moved by an engine, on a carriage
{ with four veat light and strong wheels, said
| to be eight horse power, but capable of work-
|ing up to the power of nive horses. The
| engine is placed on the boiler, fixed on a
| stroug plate, which bears all the strain. This
| engipe is much smaller than usual, bas sev-
eral peculiarities of construction and is unlike
any other steam engine at present working in
| Scotlaod ; and, in the opicion of many skil-
| led persons, is regarded as a great 'improve-
ment. It is compact aod well finished, works
with very little noise, and consumes an - ex-
ceedingly small amount of fuel.

The portable thrashing machine, which is
wrought by the above engine, is also erected
on a carriage with four small, neat, and
strong wheeels, and, oo the instant it is seen,
1's dimiosutive size is quite remarkable. The
thrasher works with scarcely any noise, is

be fits shutters to-the windows to keep it out ;
snd the ** belpmeet” bangs tex'1'e fabrics at
the windows to intercept any beam which
may chance to struggle through. Ab, what
nice times the sprites of disease do have
these dark rooms! How they gambol, lavgh
and tbrow about their missiles at every
stealthy opening of 'he door! It would be
well to con-ider wHo prepared the hght—who
compounded the sunbeam, apportioning the
different par's, and tempering the wh?le for
all its various uses. Man, m:n! will you
always strive to thwart nature’s beneficence !
You take irom your bread most important
elements—1he most putritious part ; and you
so fear light as to lose its positive virtues ;
thus wcrexsing toil acd accumulating pans,
whie gradually and surely debilitating your
Life-power.

Rational woman, unveil those windows ; ay,
throw them wide open ; let the blessed light
come right i with a broad smile, just as if you

Nor is this capacity likely to increase, for the

premioms which it is Dow receiving, 'n-tead |
beiog fupded as some provisiors for new ll

, are absorbed at once in protidicg for a |

debt which (he Dicector- appear not |

w the exteot of. i

[ the advertisements and carculars publi: b |

ed in this city, the subucribed capial 1s st |

forth as 01)‘6,090, and ‘the

eeived by the betwees Juse 1456
sod Juse 1857, 28 $197,364, but th £+ is vot
8 word of amount of capital paid up in hand
nor the sum of losses for (he corresponding
s bt as the advertisement s-ys « thys

ooW transacts 8 large and remuc-

erative business, aod affords the guarautee of
s yealtby Canadian proprietary,” the wuin t-
[ thot ' Cowm-

all its pad wp

3 copsiderable accumulation of

, .

premigent res: to secure its pro-
and policy-bolders i case of aoy of
t logses to which Insurance

to

€ premams re- | enters, and reach forwa'd day by day, more

¢ flourish without light? poisonous plants and

Com- | becomes

bad always welcomed it. It will not abuse
your confidence. Everything likes to be
trusted , you do. Did you ever notice the
shoots from vevetables carclessly left i your
cellar io the spring? They grow long ; but
bow frail! They are sick from lack of sun.
Bee bow, with all their efforts, they turp to-
ward the wall through which the hight feebly

and more, to find a cupply. What can

‘vice. Have you ever watched the tadpoles
|10 tbe puddles by the roadside—the  polli—
| wogs,” we called them, when we used 10
| wateh their vibrations, as with thewr single
| wotor appendage they darted out of sight?
| llow we watched, if perchance we might
| see the rudder drop off snd the paddies in the
process of expansion !|—see the * polliwog”
chaoge to a frog. This transformation never
takes place, the “ ;olliwog” never becomes a
frog, if kept in darkoess ‘The baby frog
Jmes an over poiliwog merely, never
attaining to i
of the privilege of breathiog by lungs, he re-

mains a anmal breathing X

very light n appearance, does not scem com-
plicated, can be easily managed by one man,
has all the working gear placed outside, and
can, as we saw, Without the slightest dif-
ficuly, acnd while in full motion, be oiled by an
attendant.

The corn lifted from the stack, for the en-
gioe and machine may be moved about in the
stackyard, is supplied io a man on the top
platform of the thrasher, who stands before
a long V shaped openiog into which he lays
the loose sheaves of graio, and where it comes
10 contact with the thrashing drum, which is
composed of a seriés of arms, with beaters
shod with serrated iron plates, It is then
carried along 10 a framework, between which,
and tbe beaters, the grain is perfectly rubbed
out of the ear. The straw is then throwa
forward, on to a - series _of shaking frames,
which havieg an up and down, as well 2s 2
forward and backward motion, allow every
particle of grain to fall from the ear, and
pitch tbe straw out in heaps to the bundlers.
The grain which first leaves the straw at
the drum falis ioto a riddle or frame of lattic-
ed wood or wire work, to which a vibratin
board carries such portions as fall from the
shaking frames. At thisstage of the opera-
tion any short straws or beads of grain call-
ed pulse or cavings are stopped and thrown
off, and there are other riddles placed to
cleaose these, while a strong current of air
from a faoner carries away chaff and dust.
At the bottom of the machine below what we
have described there is a very usefu! contriv-
ance, theeffect of winch is almost incredible.
This s an ication of an invention called
“Nalder’s Puent,:’ui its function 1s to se-
parate aod expel by its owa ventage all such
grain as may have been gnawed by mioe, or
small seeds, or other light foreign substances

| becomes & well-developed frog, groaking as

from barley, or the busks from w
L-m and at the same tume

g | of planets.

ing and throwing off
material we have indi
grain is conveyed mto
volving screen, where
scnbd in our former

We may mention
named as “Nalder’s
parator and dressing 3
silver medal of the
ciety, as the best in
and it has neveruwp to
ed upon or equalled in
Johu Gray and & Co.,
serve the thanks of
ing istroduced tius :

Scot'ish people (am whom, by the
way, the first thrashing Sachine was invent-
ed); and we may add i

ed tbe sole nght of 3

Scotland with this

1t is with much sati
public this evidence of i terprise
amongst ourselves, and®e know that all con-
cerned in agricultural jts are lookimg
forward with much 3 to th: -
tion of Messrs. Gray & Co., with their Kog-
lish riva's at the fortbcaming agricultural
meetings 4t Chester and Aberdeen this year,
where the s'raggle for precedeace will, be-
yood all doubt, be both honorable and severe.

Mr. Drew of Carmyle, Mr, Neilson of
Moss:nd, Messrs. Scott, Kikwood, and steel,
of Uddingsten, Mc, Cusumgtam, director m
the Glasgow Agricultursl 'Society, Mr.
S.nth, of Inchture, Perthshire, and a number
of other gentlcmen bave cirefuily inspected
the portavle tbrashiog mackine and engine we
have atiewpted to explaiy, and spoak very
highly of their efficiency, sud the opision of
practical agriculturists insuch cases is the
sure and tue only test of excellence.

On Friday aod daturday week the machioe
was sgain (ried, and gave the greatest satis-
faction. Three stacks of wheat were oper
ated upon, at the rate of more tham thirty
sheaves per mivute. Not a particle of wheat
was lelt o the straw, and by means of the
“gpectator” it was delivered mto bags, clean-
ed, sized, and sorted ia the most admirable
maonoer.

ASTRONOMY.
From the Globe.

Astronomy in these days has become to
most people a very cut and dried science, Sir
Isaac Newton has told us all about it. There
is the sun in the centre, and the planets re-
volve round it, as we see in the orreres.
The grand discovery of gravitation started
from the fall of an apple, aod ends with it.
The sua is a very large orange, acd the earth
a crabapple, snd the moon a white currant.
With a few trifling varieties, this -explains the
whole solar system. ~ Ladies’ maids uoder-
stand 1t all, for it is far easier than needle-
work or clear starchiog; and though we
have beard of one who owned herself beaten
by the “possession” of the equimozes, the
whole affair ljes within the reach of a villsge
school, from the rotation of the earth’s ams
to the discovery of the last new planet. The
miud contemplates a vast shadowy order of
revolving worlds, and is satisficd., The truth
leaves so little to the imagination, it estab-
lishes so impassable a gulf between us and
every other celestial body, that minds bred in
the sckool of life and sestiment recoil from
this, the cold certaisty of solid spheres mov-
g by 1ron laws. 'What haye we to do with
the planet Jupiter, or evenour own moon ?
Tell us, if you can, whetber they are inhabit-
ed; what lke beings occupy them; how
they live, and, if possible, open Commaunica-
tion with them. What are they tous, or
we to thrm? Your discoveries only make
matters worse. Desist and let us imagiide
what science bids us to believe. Meanwhile,
thanks to the dull, able mes, who, with tbeir
cold, piercing eyes and subtle algebra, have
dissected this great puzsle, oot ouly have
illusions vanished, but the very pageant of the
visible heaveus bas lost its charm. Who
knows, or cares to know, the thousand spec-
tacles that astronomer, @pberd, and sailor
once watched and waited for? The con-
stellatious, the heliacal settings of the chief
stars, the plagets, their gnward and back-
ward paths, the barvest moon, the Milky
Way, now brilliant, sow turbid, now in
many sireams, now in one, have become al-
most hidden lore to us, who know, as we
think, the substance of which all these are
shadows. Happily for men of scieoce them-
selves, 10 give a motive for further research,
and to suggest something beyond a mere eter—
nal order, the fact which they discover is
ever in advance of the law which they know.
As they scrutinize the vacant places of our
own syslem, or project their gaze deeper
inte the infinite, they encounter a strange
caprice, a wild varety, shapes as fanciful
as tho:e of Flora’s own devising, mysterious
movemeants, and the traces of terrible catas-
trophes. We see stellar systems, or rather
universes, exceeding all our novions of mag-
mtude in the eccentric shape of ringlets,
horses’ tails, dumb bells, crowns, discs, and
sickles. In our own system, where an eter-
nal law bad seemed to prescribe certain plan-
ets at certain distances, that law is found to
bave been rudely interrupted by the explosion
of one globe into fifty smaller omes. Even
the sun 1tself suggests the hope, or the fear,
of changes affecting its own structure, and
the condition of every planet that basks in
its rays. We have, then, a celestial his-
tory as well as order; events as well as
method. In the visible heavens around us
there is not only an etersal present ; there isa
past, and there is a future,

But of all those changes and eévents, por-
tentous yet welcome, there is none so histo-
rical, so fearful, or that so bespeaks a still
creative hand, as those wonderous visitors,
one of whom is ta—night, as they tell us, at its
brightest and nearest. We all speak glivy

but as Ariel or Puck is to slow mortal man,
80 is this heavenly sprite 1o the vulgar rank
As be bas been seen for several
nights past, with his head in the latitude of

bas flung a stream of light to the latitude of
vertical to the northern part of this island.

Even in this bazy

has been traced to a of 40
and
less

which, taking distance

count, cannot stand for _

000 of miles. Mﬂ-yﬁ
what this is,—what i &is substance,
work, and his law, all are at fanlt,
mers, oew and old, materiafisyg

.| tion does our Parlia

| tmes immense—-a million of acres. As for

of dimensions, ‘and distanees, and velocities ; | cargo

Arctares, vertical to Jamaica or Bombay, he | gers

upcsedotbd-mu:nmcb-b a dissolu-
mentary Companion.
Our shadowy visitors themselves pay the
profoundest homage to our superior gravity ;
they bow to this planet, they linger for that ;
they hasten to another ; with a serses of weak
compliances, they change their speed, thewr
orbits, even their wister quarters in the extra
solar beavens. But all *h~ time, ia our dull
material pride, we budge wot one inch of our
state or our progress these charlatans of
apace.—Yet the vucleus must have gravity,
for bow else would it gravitate or retain
hoid of its taily if, indeed, it does? Is the
tal solid or bollow ?  Is there any portion of
it dense emough to shut out the light of ihe
smallest telescope star ! Even that is doubt-
fal. Yet the bulk of the head itself is some-

the toil, it defies wll theories of gravitation,
of light, or of heat. Itisa flame? 1ls it a
smoke? lsitasteam? Isitabubble? Is
the whole affair a balloon, of which tte puc-
leus is the ear? Does that stream of light
b_-_u-!, as they teli us, at the rate of ten
millions of miles a day, retura to the parent
stock, or is it left behind 7 Does it precipi-
tate itself, as some say, back again on the
outward-bound nucleus? Isita mere illu-
sion! - We bear a good deal of the heaveoly
architecture and celestial - mechanism. ' Is it
compatible with our notions on those points
that a column of imponderable matter fifiy
millioos of miles high should move through
space, entire aod un y at the rate of
two or three millions of miles a day? The
Comet of 1843, the most wonderful on re-
cord, whisked round the sun, close to it,
that its tail, a bundred-millions of miles long,
de:cdribed ui: tw:&houn the half of an orbit
equal to the earth’s. Supposing the tail to
have held together during lh'ungprocm, the

two hours as we do in balf a year, travelling/
at the rate of about three millions of miles
m one minute. As tis s all behef,
we must conclude that a good deal of the
tail was left behind, brushed off in aether
if aether there be, while the tail itself was
continually restored during those wondrous
two bours by fresh issues from the nucleus,
which, however, to do that work would bave
to do the somewhat less speed of one bundred
millions of mles in twa bours or about onme
million of miles io & minute. Can anybody
vow pretend that there is nothing to be learat,
nothing more to be discovered in the skies ?
It is stated that the periods of two bun-
dred Comets have been calculated, which
looks rather like a step towards reducing these’
vagrants to order and civiiisaion. Butthere
is almost always a hitch as ta the actual re-
tarn of a Coosiderable Comet. Either it
does not come at all, or it comes so overdue
that people hesitate to ackoowledge it. or
when it comes at the very nick of time it has
changed its character so much that its own
prophet, after a most solemn announcement,

18 afraid to his te, For a
loog time itm said ‘l::“g:-” RO co-
met in the sky. Except the tail of that af
1843, seen by a few fortusate observers,
we have had none of any importavce since
1811. So, now is the time to attack this
woudous problem. What isa Comet? Does
it come to drown us m & deluge, to shroud
us in blight, to sadden us with fog, to quicken
gl with fresh oxyges, or to bura us with
re.
“Be thou spirit of bealth or goblin damned,
“Bring with thee airs from Heaven, or blasts
from Hell,

“Be thy inteots wicked or charitable ?”

We trust science will set to work to ques-
tion the nature and office of these fair a;pan-
tions. We camnnot willingly believe harm of
them, Ten years of low earth mist would
utterly exticguish the twinkie of avy star in
the firmament, yet on Tuesday might Arcta
us ghttered through a milhon miles ot Comet
tail, not ouly with 00 reduction of his bri-
liancy, but with a marked incresse, aad
with bright prismatic hues, What if we

hours, in 50 pure’an atmosphere !
fear is that it would never be able tp penetrate
though this thick overcoat of coarse terrene
atmosphere. Possibly, however, we- may
have to add to our scientsfic facts, a b or
two from the tail of a Comet. Venus o
tbe 17:h of this month will have a narrow
escape from the embraces of this celestial
visitor. Had bhe come five days earlier he
would have rusbed straight into her arms.
What a warm adwirer tor a wvirgin planet ?
The astronomers talk in their ususl positive
tone as to our security from this danger, and
tell us the odds are we forget how many mil-
lions to one against it. On the other hand
they compute the number of Comets in our
system at several millions. To wvulgar ap
prebeusion the chance of a collision with fiv
willien teils, averag:ng fifty millions of miles,
dancing all sorts d{ pirouettes witlsn the con:
tracted space of the earth’s orbit, does wnot
seem 50 slight. 'We rather put our security
in the fact that we bave come to no barm yet
by these mysterious visitations. He who
made this beauteous earth, who made sun
and moon— made-Comets also—and made
them for gur good, not our il

A THRILLING NARRATIVE—DE-
STRUCTION OF THE BRITISH
SHIP EASTERN CITY BY FIRE.

Mr. Joha Fowler,a cabin passecger on
board the Eastern City, feruisbes a graphic
accouut of the burnmg of that v on the
passage from Liv: 1 to Melbourne, South

Australia. The rera City was a sbip of

1,368 toos burtben, apd the property of

Messrs. Baines & Co., of Liverpool. She

was commanded by Captain Jobnstone, and

bad a crew of 27 men, including officerys—

She left Lavereool on the 10th of July; with

180 passengers, and 1,600 tons of general

Our only

Eastern City reached the equator
14th of August, after a long conunuance of
contrary baffing winds, snd the passen-
were in expectation of ing Aus-
tralia in 70 or 75 days. ‘Oa the 2lst of
August the wind blew strong fiom the North-
west, and on the following day it increased
to balf a gale, with a beavy sea, the ship
olli and frequently going
bour,
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extremity of it weat over as much space in ywhich the flames would burst. At this stage,

ich be was breaki
Emon, which, withi'a few biscuits, was to

were to be involved for a few mioutes or |‘boats, they were conducted between the two

—

D

chance was to endeavour to smother the fire.
Accordingly, blankets, shawls, plads, and
old sails were used for that purpose, but all
in vain. The women and children, about 60
in number, were removed to the poop. The
Captain hauled up the courses, and put the
ship before the wind, had the boats provi-
sioned, and everything in readiness to lower
away at a moment’s notice. Both passengers
and crew worked all night in their endeavors
to subdue the flames, the captam cheering
them all the while, and never leaving the
deck for a moment. Hiscourage is described
as admirable, and he sever ceased to com-
fort the women and chi by assurances
that they would be all safe in the boats,

To add to their danger, they were more
than 600 miles from the nearest land ; the
boats could carry no more than one-half of
the passeogers in the ship, and the sea ran o
bigh that no boat could be lauached in rafety,
oor lhive long, crowded as they muwst neces-
sartly bave been. Their only chance was
of being picked up, but this was a forlorn
hope, as they were out of the track of ves-
sels, avd these who realized the full extent of
their danger, feit that their destruction was
simply a question of hours. Stil they work-
ed. with a will, adoptiog every means to smo-
ther the fire. e morning of the 2ath
broke at length, but the sea still ran bigh,
and the ship scudded betore the wind. About
noon the fore-yard came down by the rum,
but without injuring anyone. There was
"idmlx very little hope, and many of those
on board became quite resigned to their ter-
rible fate. The decks became very hot,and
the flames were expected every momeat to
be seen pasting from the bows, and they were
in dread of the foremast giving way, which
must have precipitated their fate, as its fall
mast bave tern up of the deck, through

the captain, purser, and Mr. Fowler threw,
bottles overboard, containing details of the
sid catastrophe. = Their rescue from im-
pending death is thus described by Mr.
Fowler :—

The captain, chief officer, purser, dostor,
Mr. Warner, the other chief sabm rs
and myself, went into the saloon at 2 o’clock,
P. M., 10 eat somethiag, for we were all be-
comiog faint. We were eating what we be-
lieved to be our.last meal, but we were all
calm, and even cheerfal. Ca Johaston
begged to be excused for the macmer in

up the preserved

rm our dinner ; and I for appesring at din-

bands and face, with tar. At about 2:30
o’clock, p.m., and wheu gbout to say ¢ good
bye,’ in case of mot meeting agam, before
the final catas'rophe, we were startled with
the cry of “a sail!” I do not know how we
all tumbled on deck, but we were there ju an
iostant. How 1 looked to windward, and
how faint and ill I felt, whean 1 at firat
failed to perceive auything but the ocean,
and a few black clouds just at the end of
the borizon ; how we all at last saw the sail
Jjust like a distant .gull—she wss coming
down upon us— close by the of thesun's
rays, on the sea; how we cheered, and

about 1,000 men, while the other had 3,000,
and that with a hitle exertion, the fatter
might have taken the City or Miexico.
General Eacheagary was severely wouod-
ed m a daring attempt to ecapture the oas-
tle of Penote, with a handful of men.

The Overland Mail brought five passen-
gers.

During a scvere storm st Jejon, on the
22ad October, a stawpede occarred am:-
the Camels used by Lieut. Beale ; nive .o"

them bad been recovered, but six of them
were still missing,

The Los Angelos Star, speaking of emi-

gulion, 8ays :—Anotber large party from

hio, M souri, Arkansas, and 1'exa, have
arriaed here during the week in exeellent
health, without experienciog the shigbtest
iaconveoience,

The sta'ius of the Overland M.it Come
pany afford resting places at conv vient diss
tances, which greatly assist travellers.

The feed for stock is excelvent, and anis
mals arrive in good order,

A laige emigration trom the South- westers
States is now on the road,

The 6th Inf.ntry had arrived at Carson
Valley, and would proceed directly to Beni-
cia.
300 Recruits under Lieat. t
expected there in ten days, e s
Victoria dates are 10 the 18th of October.
They mentton ihe arrival of 800 onnces of
gold dust by express, besides severa parcels
 the haods of passeogers, '

The accouots from the mines are more fa=
vorable, and they were terning out much
better than anticipated a month previous.

New diggings had been discovered, and
more miners going up the river than Were
coming down.

Freight from Victoria to Fort riope had
td’vuced'trom $4C to $E0 per ton."

Che shipmeats of gold from Victona, thro’
Wells, Fargo & Co., from the 4th August to
the 12th of October, were 92,000 ounces.

Toe British ship of the hne Ganges,
Admiral Barnes, arrived at Esquimalt, from
Valoaraiso, Oct. 17th.

Oregon dates are to the 15th of October,
They say Col. Wright’s column had returned
from Walla Walla, and that the artillery
battalion under Captain Keyes, was on ils
way to Vancouver,

The remosins of Captain Taylor and Lieut.
Gntql bad been buried at Walia Walla.
Mictel. nepbew of Kamiakem, the leadiog
murderer of the Indian agent, Bolow, three
years since, bas been cap'ured by Major

ver in such a guise, being literally covered, f.Carrett, aod confined at Fort Simcoe.

Yacimi, an Iodian Chnef, was killed while
attewpling to escape from Colonel Wright’s
command. '

_The nanigation of Fraser Raiver, for trade
with British Columbia, has been thrown open
to l.llp.rhes. {

INDIA AND CHINA.

The Calcucta mail has brought -
deace and papers from Calcatta to the 23rd
ot September, and (rom Hoag"Kong to the
12th of September.

{From the Calcutta Correspondent of the
Times,

wept, and enyod,-nd laughed, and clasped
each other’s bands and cheered agaio. In
less thaa ha!f an hour, from the time we first
sighted her, the vessel, which proved to be
the Me-chantman of and from Loundon, with
troops for Calcutta, passed close under our
stern. How we cheered her, and she re-
turned our cheer. Oor Captam bailed 1bro’
bis trumpet. ¢ We are oa fire, will you
stand by us?’ to which Captain Brown re-
turped & hearty ¢ Aye, aye,and send my
boats to assist you P

¢« Soon two of the Merchantman’s boats
and three of our own were launched ;; but
the' sea was stdl high; and we expected
everv moment to =ce some of them swamped
or dashed in pieces alongside ; but thaoks to
the first and second officers of the Merchant-
man, aud of our own officers in charge of the

veasels withoot a single accident. We first
embarked the women aod children, and by 8
p.M. we were all safely on board the Mer-
chantmao, our captain being the la:t to
leave, }
% On arriving on board the Merchantman,
everythiog bad been_provided by Captain-
Brown for the relief and comfort of the res-
cued pas-engers, in which be was assisted by
Capt. Dawson, com i
bad prepared hot tea and bi
“The women and children
in the caddy and officers’
crew and passeogers m and told off to
mess with the soldiers sailors, mithout
oot W6 Bk G s Guliy St
0 vight,
‘and at {bm&;.:: tbcph.e- burst forth
over the topgallantmast forecastle ; soon af-
ter the foremast went over the side, and m
balf an hour the main and mizen masts went,
and soon after she was a mass of flames. We
could see her still burniog, wntil about b
’clock, A. M., when the Merchaotman stood

Table Bay, the distance became too t
for us to distingmsh other than a black
resting aguinst the dim horizon, which was’
the last we saw of our ship.

“ Wein the first cabin saved a portion of
our luggage, but the whole of the other
sengsrs and the majority of the crew
everything. But we were oll truly thankful
for our vation from a terrible and inevi-
table death, and we all feel that the :gr.tot
Providence was in it, for bad the M -
man not been obhged to put mto Rio de Ja-
neiro, in © usoce of the illness of the
wedical ox%hu.p charge of the troops,
she could not bave -been 30 far out of ber
course, and in @ position to rescue us.”

The origia of the fire bas been attributed
to spontaneous combustion, or the friction of
badly stowed packages during the previous
T o Thn S et poapaty b
hi sea. ] y
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high.
od ok £90,000 or s;'oo,ooo. R

THE CIVIL WAR IN MEXICO.

| arrived

CaLcuTTA, Sept. 23.—The fortnight has
been aimost barrea of intelligence. The
prociamation, asiouncing the abolition of the
Company has not yet appeared. Meantime
orders have been issued 1o illuminate oll pub-
he buldings, and, if possidle, all towus, and
to prepare a grand show of ti~eworks—ean
exhibition in which vatives take a peculiar
delight. . Some fireworks bave beea seat to
Allahabad, aad toe iltu ninations are progresse
ing, but the fireworks for Calcutia cannot
be ready for weel
From Oude aod Shababad, we bave no-
thia of importance. The raivs check all
movements, and both parties appear to await
weather a little more favorable for lovomo=
tion. The field force ordered by Lord Clyde
to clear Shahabad bas not yet col ected, and
the rebe's are takiog advantage ot the pause
to forufy themselves in Jugdespore. Accor-
ding to native report they number aboat
15,000 mea; but native spies make little
distivction between camp-foliowers and fight-
iog men. They may amouut to that number,
as small parties steal down from Oude to joia
them ; bat the ceports do not prove ihe faet,
Active preparations will scarcely recommence
till the 15th of October, the usual teraoation
of the rains. In Southern Oude, again, the
rebels, driven {rom Sultanpore, have concen-
trated themselves on Amethee, a littie place
known chiefly as the residence of the Maul-
vie, who gave s much trouble, about three
years ago in Oude. They are estimated at
50,000, but if they number balf that stre
of fighting men, they are stronger thao I
lieve them to be. They are completely hem-
med in, having two great rivers to north and
South, Brigadier Graot on the east, and
Lucknow, which they Jare no: approach, oa
the west, uoless some dariog march releases
them, they must be speedily destroyed. The
railway from Alishabad to Cawnpore was
opened to the public on the 15th instant. It
bad been opened for troops and stores some
days previous. The raiiway will a0 be
opnonr:o the Adjai, 40 miles beyond Bird-
wan; in a few days. This section, however,
will be of little use, till the bridge over the
Adjaris completed, which will not be the case
at least for another year. :

CHINA AND JAPAN.

(From the corre;gondent of the Times.)
i oNc Kong, Sept. 12.
~Our last advices from Shaogbai, ueder date
of the 3rd instaot, menion the arrival of
Liord Eigw there from Japao, whera, it s said,
he suocceed: d in arracging a satisfactory trea-
ty. The Dutch had not, as yet, it is said
succeeded in obtainiog the privileges granted
toother mations. The Fmperor’s yacht was
banded over to the authorities with due cere=
mony. During Lord Oigin’s visit to Yeddo
the Emperor was unwell, which was given a8
an excuse for not receiviag his Lordship.

Tbe Chinese Commissioners, whove arcival
was expected in Shangbai to meet the ambas-
sadors for the revimon of the tariff, had not
to the last date, and nothing posi
tive was knowa regarding them. o
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