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IMPORTANT NOTICE

All remittances must be sent by post office
order or registered letter, and addressed to
The Telegraph Publishing Company.

Correspondence must be addrecced to the
Editor of The Telegraph. St. John.
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The Telegraph Publishing Company, of S
a company incorparated by Act of the
lature of New Brunswick.
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E. W. McCREADY, Editor.
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¥ cents for each insertionm.
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[ THE DAILY TELEGRAPH
THE SEMI-WEEKLY TELEGRAPH
THE EVENING TIMES

- New Brunswick’s Independent

newspapers.

These newspapers advocate:

British connection

Honesty in public life

Measures for the material
progress and moral advance-
ment of our great Dominion

No graft!

No deals!

‘The Thistle, Shamrock, Rose entwine,
L The Maple Leaf forever.” -

L T S AT

PUBLIC WORKS

Hon. Mr. Pugsley confirms the intima-
_tion previously heard from Ottawa, to
the effect that the decreaserin revenue
will make it necessary to postpone, pos-
sibly for a year, some of the public works
necessary in different parts of Canada, a
decision which will affect all sections of
the country alike. This does not refer

te volunteer and demand a hearing. Mr.
Powell, hitherto, has done a great deal of
the testifying himself. The record will
show it. He has developed a wealth of
inferences, and volunteered pages of com-
ment, the object of which was sufficiently
‘obvious. It may be guessed that he would
gladly have testified for Dr. Pugsley, but
it was made quickly evident that the
minister proposed to testify for himself.
Mr. Powell’'s characteristic activity did

t. 'not prevent Hon. Mr. Pugsley from an-

swering the questions so fully and so
clearly as to permit of no misunderstand-
ing. Mr. Powell, taking his Christmas
present with a wry face, was reproved for
expressing uncalled for opinions and for
lecturing, being told plainly that his duty
was merely to ask questions. Mr. Powell,
earlier in the day, had wandered as far
afield as the Crucifixion and had recorded
his opinion in regard to it, but under Dr.
Pugsley’s restraining influence his flight
was materially circumseribed.

Dr. Pugsley took occasion to correct
statements which Mr. Powell had made
previously, one of which involved a curious
misuse of dates, suggesting very strongly
a similar frailty which marked the notor-
ious Mayes affidavit. Mr. Powell had read
to Mr. E. G. Evans what purported to be
a statement made by Dr. Pugsley in the
i New Brunswick Legislature in May, 1902,
, to the effect that $60,000 had been paid on
:ﬂccount ‘of the Central railway property.
| Mr. Powell had read from a synoptic re-
;port of the proceedings of the House, and
| the newspapers reported him as saying
jthe daté was May 4, 1902. As a matter

| of fact the date was 1908—a year later—|

‘and Dr. Pugsley’s statement was correct.
| Mr. Evans knew of no such payment up
‘to May, 1902, and naturally said so. No
"doubt such matters will be straightened
lout when the commissioners come to pre-
ipm~e their report. Their value will be
_quite clear to the chairman of the com-
| mission.

At this joyous season of general good
will there will be regret that Mr. Powell’s
long advertised encounter with Hon. Mr.
Pugsley did not afford the investigator

J | that unalloyed delight that he seemed at

one time to anticipate. Even at Yuletide
life is filled with disappointments. Mr.
Powell will doubtless fall back on his
carlier decision that if you are going to
get the kind of testimony you want you
must testify yourself.

ADVERTISING OUR LAND
The Scottish Agricultural Commission’s
visit to the Maritime Provinces is bearing
fruit in the English and Scottish news-

to public works for which tenders have
slready been accepted, and these will be

Sapleted 2o rupidly as possible. Locsl | visitors have much stmi_ghtforward praise 'considemble. fl

improvements which will have to lie over

‘he St. John armory. Expropriation pro-i
weedings to secure land for the latter are.
10w going forward, and the site will be !
iequired as soon .as possible. Doubtless
the drill hall will be built a year hence.

The fecling of the country will be that

‘hus deciding to govern its outlay by the
revenue. Fortunately the outlook for in-

papers, and while the articles contain
some criticism of our methods the recent

for our agrfcu]tura} lande and they are
thus giving these provinces much valu-

able advertising among the classes from '

which we should draw settlers. Professor
R. B. Greig, a member of the Commission
who writes of his trip in an Aberdeen
newspaper, affords more than one hint
for New. Brunswick, always supposing
this province really intends or desires to
increase its farm wealth end its general
progress by sgcuriug gettlers who would

BNIAG vhes, STh Shat the country has, know how to cultivate our land and who
reoover_ed frc.:m T Sl & e busine.ss'«would prefer our rolling country and our
Sepia o, » excellent: The dsiay will climate to the West. Says Prof. Greig,
not mean that any projected public work f Sumawing up:
BAS B standonsd, tu; metely that some “But the Maritime Provinces are one
Bure bien postpened for Sound bMinesitbig field for the improver. One cannot
Pt ing struck by the possibilities that
As to harbor improvements, the plans1ﬁzlpb:§;:: am;eotci fam?er's son, with
S E B Bt Se Giand { some capital and a college education. The
$HAE Caaille Rew e now heing com'!pioneer has done his work, the forest is
e Wl & Ely Do expectal Pt thezfelled, the land subdued, the roads made
work of equipping the port for the re-| (though very badly), and the schools and
Ception of freight over the new traascon- | churches built, but the niceties of agri-
tinental will be completed beforq the§cu1ture are not for the pioneer, and not
great tailroad reaches tidewster here m:oft:en for his son. Perhaps their bodies
1911. That is the main point-—thgt 1;hel‘m-e too big and their minds by contact
port will be ready to handle the freight, with primeval rock and tree too simple for
when it comes. It is intimated, also, that science. Anyway, they yearn for rougher
there will be additional expansion of the fields, and go \West to break in new
West Side facilities in connection with! [ & Here is the opportunity for the
S ¢ & 5 The new gosemment wharl trained man, and what an opportunity!
O W T il B nihed with- Cheap land, local markets that cannot be
out delay, and in i geqeral way it may supplied, and, when they are filled, it
be said that the Winter Port outlook is ever, the shortest Atlantic passage to
exeell‘ent. : / _ | Great Britain at one’s door!”
ey .m‘TCh b .deﬁmle]y sett.led’ This 1s by no means flattering to our
that within a comparatively short time g .0 e have many whom the Scot-
two_transcontinental railways will be tish agriculturalists could teach little and
carrying their freight to St. John. No 4,0 whom they might learn much con-
doubt a third will come a little lat:er.icemmg mixed farming. Our meh can
During the mext few years there will hold their own at any branch of the
necestarily be a marked increase in the business. They suffer from some handi-
esgost of wheat and cattle and other ... ypiy, uni.ted action and government
western products and a corresponding ad- _ . overcome. . They lack

enterprise would

dition to our import trade. It is fortu- g .. help, and they have a short
nate that St. John is in a position’ to ....on  But the number of our
handle all the business that comes and ¢ ..o Lo grow big crops is not
that its harbor facilities are now certain large enough, and e have much land

to grow fast enough to accommodate the

. | i which is producing little or nothing be-
greater traffic that is already in sight.’

l(’:mse the men for the work are lacking.
?I’rol’. Greig says of Prince Edward Island
DR, PUGSLEY AND MR. POWELL sthat if its farms were owned by Scottish
farmers they would yield double what
they do now. The Island farmers arc of
Scottish stock, and there is a general im-
pression - that they are skilled and ener-
getic agriculturists. ‘I'heir big handicap

Hon. Mr. Pugsley appeared as a witness ;

before the Central Railway Commission
recently, and, to the blushing confusion
of Mr. Powell, straightway made that
i - |

i:l:;:mi:?o:mH(;l:;‘:h::cgrc;l(‘:t I?i“c‘:]);w: t is their inability to market their cf‘o]) to
ceived with visible reluctance, because it;;n']\'an(age. ”_ th‘,"\- i anq Sk
Wis 10t of the kind he was secking. There! gtant communication with the lnam]and‘
endeavored to create the impression that.f‘"' ten years there would he no cheap |
has been a great deal of talk about tho”“"d o e lsand, But e i
importance of having the Minister nt,[hm‘v there arve nn'( r‘nr‘m.gh men fm--(h(‘.;
Public Works give testimony before the work. The Scottich \'XFIU)I'F. have gl\'cn
S tniietion. and Mt I’u\\‘vlll lias steddily our land and, our opportunities consider-
Dr. Pugsley possessed information which
would be most valuable from.the investi-
, gator’s standpoint. Yet when Dr. Pugsley
appeared yesterday Mr. Powell's feverish
desire to examine him appeared to havel
evaporated. Tt seemed almost as if Mr.
Powell suspected that Dr. Pugsley had a
Christmas present for him and was un-
easy as to the character it might assume it has a nearly inexhaustible supply of
if he proceeded to unwrap it by cross-ex- | commercial wood. . He went over the
amination. :coumry province by proyince and said ofI
To the surprise of everyone Mr. Powell | every section that economy and proteotio‘n:
did not show any disposition to have the | were necessary if we are not to iollow the
Minister of Public Works take the wit-  example of other countries in robbing the |
ness chair. It was only when Dr. l’ugsley; coming generations of an invaluable asset
expressed his intention to answer, ‘verb- | by destroying such forests as we have
ally or in writing, some of the statements | left. We cannot go on forever shipping
made before the commissicn, that Mr. | rough lumber and pulpwood to the Am-
" Powell, with an air of resignation, an- erican manufacturing cities. It is a los-
nouncded that he would call the witness|ing venture in more ways than once. We
who, were he not calie_di\sﬁag clearly going get the price of raw. material. They'

able advertising, but much more is need-
ed if we are to get enough settlers of the

class we need. ‘

A LOSING GAME
Prof. Fernow recently corrected an im- |
pression, held by many, that Canada is'
a great timber country in the sense that

|
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make the finished product, worth many
times as much, and their labor and their
capital reap the rewards which should be
distributed here where the wood is grown.
The Pulp and Paper Magazine says of the
American demand for Canadian wood and
the result it foreshadows for Canada:

the forests of a country, unlike a crop of
grain, require a generation or more and
not. a season to restore, and having deso-
lated their own forests to such an extent
that their home industries can no longer
be maintained upon them, these advocates
of partial reciprocity are willing to re-
ciprocate if we will allow them to do unto
our forests as they have done upon their
own. If the destruction of the forests is
a calamity to the United States—which
its wisest .statesmen realize—how is it a
blessing to Canada? The parable of ten
virgins that were wise and ten that were
foolish comes to mind, but this parable is
only of partial application, because the ten
Canadian virgins are in reality no wiser
than the other ten, only they have some
oil—just barely enough—in .their own
lamps still. While they must humbly
-acknowledge that it is by no prevision of
their own that they are still in possession
of this oil they will see that if they
shorten their supply the whole
twenty will be left without light.

“Taking the item of forest products,
and perceiving how inseparable those as-
sets are from a variety of industries of
prime importance to this country, it will
strike the average man that any scheme
of reciprocity to be fair to the people on
both sides of the line must go .beyond
the products of the farm, forest and mine.
That freer trade between the two coun-
tries will be of advantage to both no un-
prejudiced person can doubt.”

own

INVADED BY THE C. P, R.

The Ottawa Citizen adds together some
recent stories about the C. P. R.'s invas-
ion of United States territory and the
activity of Dominion Steel, and points out
that these big Canadian companies are
making Canada not only known but felt
in other lands. Says the Citizen:

“Not many weeks ago it was rumored
that the Canadian Pacific Railway Com-
pany” had secured access to Chicago and
the Mississippi valley, by the purchase of
a railway which had not been prospering
as an independent - line. Nothing very
definite has since been heard confirmatory
of the report, but there has been cnough
talk to indicate that at least there was
}sorqe basis for the story, and it is not
beyond the realms of poesibility that the
deal may yet go through. It caused a
utter in American railway
i cireles at the time.

“Now the latest report is that the
Canadian Pacific has secured the entrance
into' New York city, and is arranging to
carry through freight from there to the
West. It appears to have made some ar-
rangement with the New Haven and Hart-
ford, and has already been offered 250
tons of freight, per day for the West.
According to the New -York American the
United States through traffic railways
are almost panic-stricken at the prospect
of this competition, which cannot be con-
trolléd by the Interstate Commerce law.
| The assertion is made that the American
roads with their heavily watered stock,
extravagant management, and high freight

rates, are not In a position to meet the .

competition of the carefully and econom-

i ‘
mons contains almost three times as many ; est on some bonds which would have been the city pay roll could be made city

. 1
members as our own. After much obstruc- retired long ago had not the money been

tion in the British Commons in 1882 rules
were adopted giving power to the Speaker,
or chairman, to stop a debate at his dis-
cretion, if supported by more than 200
members, or if opposed by less than forty

“In other words, having realized that and supported by more than 100. Such necessary. It would have to be drastic to

iwas the moral effect of adopting the clos-
ure that it was not “until February 20,
1885, that it was first put into effect. The
iSpenker's declaration of the evident sense
jof the House was ratified on that occasion
by a vote of 207—a margin of but seven
votes over the necessary quorum. It was
clear that no Speaker was likely to run
the risk of a rebuff by assuming the initia-
tive unless in the face of extreme urgency,
and, ‘in fact, the rule was enforced twice
only during the five years of its existence.

The Conservative government, in 1887,
before the introduction of a new Coercion
Bill for Ireland, gave further efficiency to
the rule by an important amendment. It
proposed that any member during a debate
{might claim to move ‘“that the question
be now put,” and that with the consent
of the chair this question shall be put
forthwith, and decided without amendment
or debate. Thus the initiative was trans-
ferred from the Speaker to the House.
iThis was strongly opposed as throwing
‘a very inferior burden on the Speaker, by
! making him arbiter on a question of opin-
;ion rather than one of fact. The automatic
iclosure by a bare majority vole was ob-
ijected to as likely to make no variation in
the length of the debates, no matter of
what importance or non-importance the
question.
matter and after fourteen sittings the clos-
{ure rule was passed on March 18 and made
{a standing order. The present rule in the
i British House of Commons reads thus:

“That, after a question has been pro-
posed, a member rising in his place may
claim to move ‘That the guestion be now
put, and, unless it shall appear to the
chair that such motion is an abuse of the
rules of the House, or an infringement of
the rights of the minority, the gquestion,
“That the question be now put,’ shall be
put forthwith, and decided without amend-
ment or debate. -

“When the motion, ‘That the question
be now put, has been carried and the
question consequent thereon has been de-
cided, any further motion may be made
%(the assent of the chair, as aforesaid, not
{baving been withheld), which may be
ir_equisite to bring to a decision any ques-
tion already proposed from the chair; and
also if a clause be then under consider-
.ation, a motion may be made. (the assent
lof the chair, as aforesaid, not having been
withheld), ‘That the question ‘“‘that certain
words of the clause defined in the motion
stand part of the clause,” or “That the

clause stand part of, or be added to, the!

bill,” be mow put.” Such motions shall
.be put forthwith, and decided without
ramendment or debate.

“That questions for the closure of de-
bate shall be decided in the affirmative, if,
when a division be taken, it appears by
the numbers declared from the-chair that
not less than one hundred members voted

’in the majority in support of the motion.”
| In the case of supply, if the discussion

oceupies more than twenty-three days the

Speaker may at any time order a vote,

taken. without further talk. The British
way works satisfabtorily. Tt preventsmere
partizan obstruction. When the rules give

Much effort was spent on the!

diverted for other purposes, the facts
! should be set forth. Permanent improve-
: ments are needed in the matter of streets,
| but' there is no money. A great deal is
wasted yearly. Civic housecleaning is

i be useful. If it were accompanied by as-
| sessment and taxation - reform the city
I 'would be in a better position to attract
industries, and its taxpayers would get
something like a proper return for the
money which is spent in their name.

REDUCING THE NUMBER

Portland, Maine, *is dealing with two
[questions which are pressing for treat-
ment in St. John—taxation, and the
method of city government. Portland is
sending two bills to the Maine legislature,
one intended to distribute the burden of
taxation more equitably, the other to alter
the composition of the city council, wipe
out ward lines for civie election purposes
and reduce the council to five men, the
mayor and four : aldermen at large. A
Portland correspondent of the Bangor
Commercial intimates that the proposed
taxation reform is likely to end in talk
at Augusta. As to the revision of the
! eity charter, he writes:

“We have something very direct and in
a way affecting a great many of us, the
proposed change in the city charter, the
wiping away of ward lines, and the re-
moval of all lines of demarkation between
section and section.

“It is proposed to do away with the
two boards at this time constituting the
city government of Portland and the
| electing of a mayor and four aldermen at
large.

“There will be many objections made to
the proposed change. For years the lower
board of the common council has been re-
garded as a sort of primary school of
statesmanship: From that school our poli-
ticians graduate, and they have then a
chance of going higher, but generally
speaking they fall back into the ranks
once more, and there is nothing in par-
ticular to remind their fellow citizens
that. they were once members of the
council.

“Generally speaking, nobody pays much
attention to the proceedings of the lower
i board and the papers do not report what
is said there. It has considerable power
and can hold up legislation at times very
effectively and beyond a doubt has been
frequently of real use to the city by pre-
venting the taking of too hasty action on
the part of the aldermen.

“But the edict has gone forth that the
common council must go, that the historic
ward lines are to be obliterated; that we
are to be all one people, with one com-
mon interest, and that four aldermen
'with such small  help as the ordinary
mayor can give, will look after the inter-
Lests of all their fellow citizens.

“The proposed changes are drastic en-
ough and by the time we have heard the
g‘r;) arguments and the con arguments, as
| Mr. Dooley would say. we shall be in a

jas, brutal and hopeless are today taking:

engineer until such time as the city had
found out what was wanted and what
was possible in. the matter both of re-
trenchment and expenditure. To appoint
a good man tomorrow would be of little
service unless he were given extraordin-
ary powers and guaranteed protection
against the very men who would hold his
official life in their hands. If the alder-
men are going to reorganize they might
as well reorganize. Citizens who have any
interest in good civiec government and who
are anxious for real civic reform should
use their influence to prevent half-way
measures which will, in the end, only per-
petuate the evils which it is desired to
remove.

THE PHILIPPINES

The Americans occupied the Philippines
before the British finished the Boer war,
but for years after peace was established

in the Transvaal there was bloodshed in! -
FOR THE
Sick Room

Nothing

the Philippines. Today order is kept there
only by maintaining a powerful army of;
occupation. The American critics who |
described the conditions in South Africa |
note of the progress of the movement for o i
a South African confederation. But they
are at sixes and sevens when they eome
to discuss the future of the Filipinos. A |
disquieting contribution on this suoject
comes from the Manila Free Press, an
American journal published in the capital
of Luzon. Its advice to the Americans is:
“Get out.” .

“We all remember,” says the Kree
Press, “with what brave resolve we start-
ed out some seven or eight years ago. We
were going to teach the peoples of the
earth something new in the science of
colonial govrnment. We were going to
discard all their overwise and overstale
theories and set us up a government
among an oriental people which should be
the admired of all beholders, and to which
the nations of the earth should come and
bow down in reverence. We were to lift
up the torch of liberty and of democratic
institutions among the peoples of the Kar
East who had slumbered so long in their
ignorance and benightedness. We were
going to do something wonderful
here. It was going to take centuries and
eclipse the centuries, something of slow ) S
growth and gradual development even af-! o7 rol e
ter the manner of God Almighty Himself ,
to whom a thousand years are as but a
day. -

invalid in recovering from any

weakening as. good old

a bit-

&
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“It has been said that a thousand years § .
scarce serve to form a state, yet now we| T"E B AI RD CO
have ‘two generations’ from Taft and a| ]

paltry ‘twenty years’ from President
Roosevelt. The magnificent edifice, the
temple of good government we were to

"position to admit that we know nothing
about it worth speaking of and we shall,
go to the polls and vote as it happens. |
That is the average citizen will because |
_the average citizen won’t really care so
very much whether the’ charter is re-
formed, or the city left to go on in the
. old darkened way as at the present time.”

{ There is much in the article that sug-
gests conditions here, particularly the
reference to the indifference of the “aver-
age citizen.”

WOODSTOCK N.B.

raise here and which was tq be a monu-
ment outlasting the Pyramids and defying
time. a beacon of light and liberty and
all that sort of thing, seems to threaten
to tumble down mockingly about our ears,,
and with it all our magnficent dresms,}
our lofty dmbitions, our hizh-sounding
declarations -and vain-glorious boastings. i NOTE AND COMMENT.

Ay & resulé'it it bia said that it isl The volume of trade of the United
about time we cut out our cant, stop our States for the year now closing shows a

than it is now to turn the current in the
opposite direction in (anada.”

shrinkage of $450,000,000 as compared with

the governmént power to close the debate
after the lapse of a certain amount of time |
the -occupation of the obstructionists will |
be gone. The country will welcome any |
change which will make it possible to time of the committeé on reorganization
transact public business with reasonable for another month, for any report the
expedition and decorum.

CIVIC REORGANIZATION

The Council acts wisely in extending the

]committee may make will be useless un-!

empty vaunting, admit to the other na-
tions that we are about to make a glori-
ous .mess of it, write across our pitiful
record hete the ome word, FAILURE,
and then get out.”

These are discouraging comments, the'
more s0 because the Americans cannot
get out. They paid $20,000,00) for the

last year. This tends to show how little
sense is displayed by the Conservative
critics who blame the Liberal government
for the decline in the country’s revenue
which has made it necessary to curtail ex-
penditure. :

.

L

The aldermen do well

|
as |

ically managed Canadian road. The only |
_suggestion that has been made to head |
off the competition s that the Trunk '
Line Association of America bring pres-
sure to bear on the New-Haven road to
fis prohubitive rates on Canadian Pacific
business, but as a deterrent to this it is
pointed out that the Canadian road might
retaliate by smashing the tariffs from
Secattle to Boston, and demoralize all the
through lines in the American Northwest.

“It is such instances as this, and the in-
vasion of the world’s steel market by the
Dominion Iron and Steel Company, that
are drawing attention to Canada’s ex-
panding enterprise. In connection with
the steel orders which have been re-
eeived from India, Australia, and Mexico,
Mr. Plummer of the Dominion Steel Com-
pany, who has returned from KEngland
where he was attending the hearing of
the celebrated Steel-C'oal case, says in re-
ference to the charge of dumping which
was made against the company by British
manufacturers, that there is no truth in
it whatever. In an interview on Saturday
he declared that the company was secur-
ing its regular profit on outside orders,

THE CITY’S PROGRESS

So far as the Winter Port business is
concerned St. John now seems to be as-
sured of receiving its reasonable share of
the traffic of the country. The city will
not have t6 build more wharves. The re-
cognition of the port as essential to any
well considered plan of national trans-
portation came with the Dominion - gov-
ernment’s decision to build the new wharf
now under construction on the West Side.
The C. P. R. is here. The G. T. P. is
coming. The harbor will be administered
by a commission. In a word, the future
of the harbor appears to be safe. The
Council, the Board of Trade, and citizens
generally, may well turn their attention
to other matters, and among these other
matters should be included the question of
factories. i

We are printing on another page an
article outlining a plan likely to be ad-
opted by leading business men of Winni-
peg, to form a syndicate whose business
it will be to finance new industries, o
secure capital for investment enterprises
which can thrive in Winnipeg and for
whose output the West will provide  a
good market. Winnipeg's industrial growth
has been rapid, but it does not satisfy
the men who are looking at the future.
They think it inexpedient to bonus in-
dustries, to offer free sites, free water or
exemption from taxation as some smaller
wostern  cities are doing. They believe,
that Winnipeg's

and would continue to take them as they
can be secured.

“It is tather interesting to noti¢e in
the #ame connection that Mr. Charles M.
Sehwab in his evidence before the tariff

commission at Washington, told the com-
mittee last week that he believed the
open-hearth process would before long
The Do-

an

diins however,
eliminate the Bessemer process.

minion Iron and Steel great  enough  to - attract them, if
open-hearth plant in excellent condition, capital be provided for such. ventures as
and this may account, to rome cxtent, for are esamined by competent judges and
the ability to underscll in the foreign mar- | pronounced sound.
ik ! This by way of example. No one will
; be prepared to say off-hand that this plan
SHORTENING THE DEBATES ‘4\\'oul<l be practicable in St. John, though
The experience of last session at Ottawa ‘on a smaller scale it might be. But St.
makes it highly probable that, when Par- | John should take stock. The business of
liament meets a few weeks hence, the gov- ] the harbor alone will not make this a
eriment will propose certain ‘changes in | great city. It will be of great help, and
the rules governing debate, in order that |it is an advertisement of immense value
the business of the country may not be:in addition to the money it brings. But
delayed uselessly and for an inexcusable | St. John's situation on the sea, its ad-
period by the minority. The procedure of ; vantages as
the British House of Commons will prob- | carriage of raw
ably be followed. When the Asquith gov-; ducts by water,
ernment introduced the Licensing Bill, i it has, -and its climate, w
which contained forty-seven clauses, a time ! sons is favorable to manufacturing,

Company is

material or finished pro-
the railroad connections

unite

table for the committee stage of the bill | to make it a city in which industrial ex- |

was agreed upon, the ministry deciding to ! pansion may reasonably be expected.
devote nineteen days to this troublesome ! Cheap power is not yet
committee. The process of! many great industrial centres are no bet-
y usually occupies three or|ter off in this respect, and St. John’s
four weeks. The government can limit the!position even in this may be improved,
debate on any measure after rcasomtblciand should be. The city has hesitated
discussion has sufficed to bring out all the | thus far to revise its system of taxationm,
essential information in connection with @ but that reform ought not to wait much

it. In tracing the closure in Great Britain | longer. The city's debts and its assets

measure—in
voting suppl

the rules, that the British IIousjof Com-

natural ad-|

I ileu it is prepared with care after a very

thoughtful consideration of the changes
necessary to produce a eatisfactory im-
provement upon existing conditions.

Let the aldermen ask themselves howi
much a really competent man could do if |
he were appointed city engineer tomorrow :
and told to go ahead. The city has no |
plan of expenditure. The new engineer
could not make any permanent improve-
ment in the streets, for lack of money.
If he had the present aldermen to deal
with he could not shake up the uepart-
ments in the way that is mecesgary with-
out falling a victim to the reactionary
members of the Council. They are op-
posed to any and all changes which they
do not originate. The city - employes
would look to the reactionaries for pro-
tection from the new broom. He could
‘not even control expenditures, because he
could not without an exhaustive examina-
tion of the records and the officials—in
which the officials and the aldermen
would give him little assistance—tell how
much of the present expenditure is neces-
gary. If the new man really tried to
secure the information necessary to en-
able him to clean house intelligently, he
would antagonize most of the aldermen
and all of the officiale. They want a
paper reorganization, and that is what
they will get unless the committee now
dealing with the matter. displays courage,
public spirit and intelligence in an un-|
usual degree. |

The fact is that if a good city engineer !

vantages as a home for industries "‘jc’is to be appointed and if he is to be al«i\he other, we now have two parties fa-|

lowed to proceed on modern lines,'thei
way should be cleared for him by a gen-|
eral investigation of the civic dt‘pnl‘l-é
" ments, which would involve the hearing of |
"testimony under oath and the completgf
exposure of the shiftless conditions of dry |
rot and inefficiency which have persisted
| for years. This should be accompanied by |
a thorough of the city’s|
financial position, its assets, its rate ofi
! growth, its outlook for new civie income,
i the amount of money it can afiord toi
' spend during the next few years. !

This sort of examination has been made1

examination

In some of them the,

[ New England cities.
because of

'investigation was necessary

hich at all eea- ! graft. In others, as here, slipshod meth-|bound to affect conditions here. The In-
gr h

|0ds due mainly to public indifference had |

. . |
| existed for years, and it was made plain,
' to the business men that no radical bet-

available, but!terment was possible uatil an investiga-|the industry in which' it is engaged; the

Elion provided such exact infurmationé
about finances and methods as would:
| create a strong public demand for a clear-
ing of the decks. If St. John should fol-|
low this course it would be unable to do|
any immediate civic Ilousecleaning. but it;‘i

would prepare the way for effective and

it is necessally to remember, in examining should be overhauled. If, as appears to be ‘permanent relief from the present chaos. | the movement in that direction in the '
the case, the taxpayers are paying inter-' Meantime one of the officials already on United States, it will be more diflicult children of Israel mind him.”—Chicago News

islands;- they have expended hundreds of in reaffirming

millions more in keeping them; and they
must keep up the expenditure and go on
carrying the load.

their decision to stick to the present sys-
tem of water supply instead of returning
to the high-and-low levels plan. The in-
surance rate was reduced on the explicit,
understanding that the single -system be
continued. The ecity will scarcely desire to
i court increased insurance rates merely to
gratify one or two city officials who do
not approve of the Loch Lomond exten-
sion. i

TARIFF TENDENCIES

One of the causes contributing to the
defeat of the Conservatives last fall was
undoubtedly the feeling that they favored
high protection and would be likely, if in
power, to reduce or recall the British
preference. Mr. F. \W. Hirst, editor of!
the London Economist, who has returned the vote regarding the exclusion of the
to England after a long term of obsew“_;saloons from certain wards shall be taken
tion in Canada, déclares as a result of his There
inquiries that the trend of opinion here islis no good reason why the electors should

towards a reduction of the tariff rather:go to the polls twice. Also, if a majority
than an increage. ! of the people living in any ward desire to

The Toronto Star pre- :
sents arguments to support the London exclude the saloon they should be given
an opportunity to do so.

editor’s view. His statement, it observes, |~ The men who
“ig in accordance with the evidence. One| object to having this question voted upon
of the strongest arguments in favor of " the day of the civic elections merely
the Liberal party in the late Dominion hope to make a representative expression
election was based on the action of that of public opinion difficult. By such oppo-
party in cartying the British preference‘i“”" they are simply inviting a demand
into efiect, and thereby reducing the bur-| for & geneml vote for or against prohibi
den imposed under the tariff of 1896. | tion-
While, too, speakers on the government |

* * %

The aldermen’ will, no doubt, agree that

on the day of the civie elections.

"gide defended the policy involved in lhei
granting of this preference, some Cun.ser-i

vative candidates, and successful ones at
that, instead of taking the opposite posi-!
declared themselves in favor of tariff |

tion,
reduction in certain specific lines. Where
we once had a free trade party on cme;
side, and a high protectionist party on

OUT TO AWE
STHIKING MINERS

United States Marshal and Rioter
Killed in Battle-=-Two Million Dollar
Plant Threatened.

voring a moderate tariff with a leaning |
towards " the interests of the consumer, |
rather than towards those of the pro-i
tected manufacturer. |
“This tendency,” the Star argues, “isi
likely to become more marked as time |
goes on. The development of the West |
will bring with it the growth of a great of state militia are on their way to Stearns
body of- public opinion in favor of a mod- : tonight by order of Governor Wilson upon
erate scale of custams duties. In ﬂd(h-;rcqu('at of the- Stearns C(oal Company
tion to this, opinion in Eastern Canada is whose $2,000,000 plant has been threatened
bound to be modificd by what is now go-'b_v the striking miners, following the bat
ing on at Washington. The evidence tle of vesterday, in which one deputy
 United States marshal and one of the mi:

iven before a Congressional Committee :
ginen . g : lers were killed.

Stearns, Ky., Dec. 26.—-Two companies

&

Py

a distributing point, the cheap ! \yith excellent results in many progressive | which is inquiring into the working of the| \Vhile the town has been quiet all da

American tariff points to a development the threats to destroy the big plant witi
of conditions across the border which is the coming o_f nightfall alarmed the people
“and the ofticials of the company concluded
o 5 | to take no chances.

ternational Marvester Company has de-| (pe company of the state guards left
claved before the committee in question | Somerset at 7 o'clock tonight for this
that protection is no longer needed fm-‘phu-e‘nml another left _Lexmg‘ton at 10 p.
'm. There are about 25 men in each com-
Ao o G : L pany.

United States "tfe":l industry is practically | Deputy Marshal Ryan, missing since yes-
in the same position; and a strong effort| terday’s battle, has not been found and it
is being made to get hides, lumber, and is feared he met death at the hands of the
coal on the free list. It scems pretty wellj"“’te“'
assured tlAmL 1.:he ey .o[ the .-\nml.-u_-an" LNGr Mbal i3 the) ‘Sunday school
tariff which is coming will be a rensmu; tenvbt’{; “},ndsnm" st&dem, “‘can you tell me

e i hy the Lord gave Moses a rod?"’

Jownward rather than upward, and with' ™% o ma'am,” replied Mabel, with, evident

satisfaction at being able to furnish the de-
ired information; ‘'so he could make ° the




