PROFESSOR WICKSON'S ADDRESS.

M. Presipent, LaDies & GenrieMEN,—While1am deeply

xensible of the honour which you, through your officers have
conferred upon me, in placing my name among the number of
those who were invited to address you, I cannot but feel a
degree of embarrasment in responding at this moment to the
call of the President. When ] consider the abilities, and; re-
putation of those whom you are accustomed to hear from this
platform, gentlemen of wide-spread ;renown for attainments
in literature and science, for the possession of eminent orator-
ical powers, and when I reflect upon what is due to such an

audience as is here conyened, where it is befitting that noth-
ing be produced, nisi perfectum ingento elaboratum industria.
I feel that it would have argued unpardonable arrogance, and
temerity to have sought in any way the position in which I
now stand, so far, however, was 1 from so doing that 1 shrank
with beceming diffidence from a task which I judged myself
inadequate satisfactorily to perform, but which the kind ur-
gency of the Committee induced me to nndertake.

1t affords me, Mr. President, great pleasure to meet the
teachers of the Province assembled once more in annual con-

vention.
1t is exceedingly gratifying, tosee again the faces and forms
of friends, whom we knew ix by-gone years, and in different
scenes and cireumstances, whose intellectnal development,
and whose advancement in lile, we have marked with the
deepest interest. The presence of large pumbers possessed
and swayed hy common sympathies, animated by the same
hnpes, toiling under similar difficulties, encountering like ob-
stacles, always produces an elevation of spirit, & quickened
‘pulsation, a buoyancy of feeling of such influence, Iam not
unconscious ; but 1 rejoice chiefly, because, I see in this Pro-
vincial association of Teachers, the probable means of greatly
advancing the interests of those who are -engaged in the re-
sponsible work of Educatien; nor of them only, but of the
inhabitants of the Province generully, by the increased diffu-
gion of knowledge, by the improved method and means of

moral and intellectnal culture.
Teachers will, individually, receive material Denefit from
discuss matters pertaining to

meeting together to consider and
the grand pursuit of their lives. They will be encouraged by




