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the action of Italy in Tripoli, and thus shook profoundly

the solidity of the Triple Alliance. The increase of pow«r
which France obtained through the acquisition of Morocco

made the Italians realize the importance of no longer delay-

ing to strengthen their position in the Mediterranean.

The worst result of our Morocco policy is, however,

undoubtedly the deep rift wliich has been formed in con-

sequence between the Government and the mass of liie

nationalist party, the loss of confidence among large

sections of the nation, extending even to classes of

society which, in spite of their regular opposition to the

Government, had heartily supported it as the representa-

tive of the Empire abroad. In this weakening of public

confidence, .hich is undisguiscdly shown both fn the

Press and in the Reich tag (although some slight change

for the better has followed the latest declarations of the

Government), lies the great disadvantage of the Franco-

German u: 'crstanding; for in the critical times which

we shall have to fa:e, the Government of the German
Empire must be able to rely upon the unanimity of the

whole people if it is lo ride the storm. The unveiling of

the Anglo-Fiench agreement as to war removes all further

doubt on this point.

The existence of such relations between England and

France confirms the view of the political situation which

I have tried to bring out in the various chapters of this

book. They show that we are confronted by a firm

phalanx of foes who, at the very least, are determined to

hinder any further expansion of Germany's power. With
this object, they have done their best, not unsuccessfully,

to break up the Triple Alliance, and they will not shrink

from a war. The English Ministers have left no doubt

on this point.*

The official statements of the English statesmen have,

in spite of all pacific assurances, shown clearly that the

paths of English policy lead in the direction which I have

indicated. The warning against aggressive intentions

issued to Germany, and the assurance that England

would support hef allies if necessary with the sword,

*Cf. speech of Sir E. Grey on November 27, 191 1.


