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8 A Sermon before the Society

lympioms of decline in that empire, and with
it Would fink not only the fyftem of their own
impoftor, but the enormous fabric of the Greek
Ceremonial, leaving room for the Gofpel to

exert its proper influence. And here it is

obvious to remark the fignal utility of an
eflablifhed Church, comldcred merely as a
rcpofitory of the written oracksj fince even
that, which has corrupted Chriftianity the
moft, has carrip-". down, through a fucceffion

of ages, the confutation of ihofe corruptions

:

the Greeks having ilill preferved the ftandaid
of Scripture, although from a debafement of
their Language, and from ejitieme ignorance,
few even of their prieflhood are capable of
confulting the pure original. The completion
of prophecy by thefe events, the power of the
Gofpel, and the affurance of its divine origin,
which they evince, may naturally lead to that
converfion of .the Jews, which, we believe,

is to clofe the hiftory of this moft fingular
and wonderful people. Tlieir belief, and con-
fequent .ftudy of the Chriftian Code, would
bring fuch an addition of weight to its evi-
derces, and of light to its dodrines, that all

obje^ions raifed againil it would from hence-

forward


